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Foreword

T

his publication represents an important milestone in the recording and protection of buildings in
our country. Over its seventy-eight year life, ESB has developed and built the electricity system in
Ireland. In the process it has played a significant role in the construction of the national infrastructure,
and it has also acquired a sizeable property portfolio incorporating offices, depots, shops, power
plants and substations throughout the country. These developments have left ESB with a legacy of
installations, buildings and landscapes which form a core part, not only of its own, but also of the
national heritage which need to be safeguarded and managed in a responsible way.
It is important to realise that the management of any business or enterprise, including the provision
of an electricity service is a dynamic process. There are many facets to providing an electricity service
that have to be readily available so that they can be utilised on demand by customers on a twentyfour hour basis every day of the year. Change is inevitable and is not necessarily a bad thing. The
changes to the building inventory associated with a particular industry will to a large extent both
reflect, and be determined by, the driving forces in the industry; the electricity industry is not any
different. New generating technologies are incorporated in the construction of new power stations,
developments in transmission and distribution networks have to be readily absorbed and form part
of the on-going commitment to maintain and increase the services to both existing and new
customers, and upgrading, or the planned replacement of depots, stores and office buildings, are part
of any progressive electric utility’s property portfolio management strategy.
The body of work incorporated in this survey, and its publication, is very substantial, but it does not
claim to represent every installation or building in ESB’s existing property portfolio. The survey,
however, does set out to cover and record details of all of the commercial buildings in ESB’s property
portfolio and it is intended that the findings will be used to constitute a base line inventory, This large
and diverse portfolio; represents an important component of the national - built inventory which in
turn is an integral part of our national heritage.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those involved from our respective organisations,
and indeed, those from external agencies, who have collaborated to complete and publish this work.
We hope to build further on this collaborative process to ensure that professional standards and
appropriate codes of practice are consistently adopted and implemented when fulfilling our
responsibility to safeguarding and enhancing our heritage.

Padraig Mc Manus,
Chief Executive,
ESB.

Michael Starrett,
Chief Executive,
The Heritage Council.
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Introduction

T

he publication of the landmark study on the Court Houses of Ireland, in 1999, provided the initial
impetus for ESB to consider undertaking a study to complete its own Heritage Building Inventory.
The Inventory of the Court Houses of Ireland highlighted the fact that, if an approved methodology
was utilised by a professional survey team, a vast amount of information about a variety of building
types, sizes and designs could be captured and presented in a manner which would be informative,
and facilitate a more enlightened and pro-active management approach in relation to heritage
management issues associated with a property portfolio.
During 2002, which was the 75th Anniversary of ESB, several meetings took place between Mary
Hanna, Architectural Officer from the Heritage Council, and Brendan Delany, ESB Archive & Heritage
Manager, at which the feasibility and the practicality of completing a Heritage Building Inventory for
ESB was discussed.
ESB had already, at the request of Barry Hutch, Special Projects Manager in Power Generation, and
with the support of Brendan Delany, Archive & Heritage Manager, commissioned Ms Nicki Matthews,
a conservation architect from Building Consultancy Group, to undertake Heritage assessments of
some de-commissioned power stations including Ringsend, Arigna, Portarlington, Allenwood, and
Gweedore. These Heritage reports were comprehensive, but the format used for their preparation,
although it came close to, did not fully conform to NIAH guidelines for completing building inventory
surveys. Part of the reason for this was because the studies were quite detailed, a further reason was
because no power station had been subject to such type of a study before. The studies were
progressed and improved in ESB, with further studies being completed in 2003. Although never
formerly published outside ESB, they were important internal reference documents, and remain so
today. However their compilation prompted the question of whether or not ESB should consider the
preparation of similar type assessments for some of the larger and more significant buildings in its
property portfolio.
It was apparent that the property portfolio in ESB was both large and diverse, and the task of
completing such an inventory would be very challenging. Guidance was sought from both Professor
Loughlin Kealy, Head of School of Architecture, UCD, and from Willie Cumming, Head of National
Inventory of Architectural Heritage, OPW, formerly Dúchas, both of whom had a track record of
managing the completion of architectural inventories. They cautioned about the time and effort
required to produce quality work, and both highlighted the essential role of the "Field Controller" to
ensure consistent application of standards of surveying, and evaluating results. Both agreed that,
because ESB was such a large organisation, it would be necessary to devise a unique classification
system to record details of its own inventory, but it should follow the general guidelines of NIAH.
In late December, 2002, ESB and the Heritage Council agreed in principle to embark upon a joint
project to complete an architectural inventory of ESB's existing commercial buildings and power
stations. The study would utilise a suitably approved methodology based on the adaptation of NIAH
guidelines to meet the needs of an electricity utility.
The principal objective of the survey was to create a record of ESB’s built environment. It was
established at the outset that the approach adopted would accord with that recommended by NIAH.
In compiling this work on ESB’s property portfolio, and reviewing individual buildings in terms of their
settings, uses and structure, it also became apparent that these form an outward expression of the
company’s history, culture and tradition.
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At the time Brendan Delany, ESB Archive & Heritage Manager, and Mary Hanna, Architectural Officer
in the Heritage Council set out the overall objectives of the study as follows:

•

To create a primary record of the situation at the present time.

•

To identify buildings and installations of special quality which merit attention to ensure they
are, as far as possible, safeguarded in any future developments.

•

To identify buildings and installations which require further or more detailed examination
to ensure appropriate disposal, conservation or conversion measures are put in place so that
ESB’s property portfolio management strategy can be managed to best effect.

•

To demonstrate ESB’s support and commitment to the delivery of Government objectives as
set out in the policy document, Action on Architecture 2002 - 2005.

In essence this study set out to identify the essential qualities of ESB’s portfolio of buildings and
structures in their setting, and to articulate criteria with regard to them which should inform future
development. The study represents a tangible delivery of ESB’s heritage policy, and it provides a
framework for moving forward to face future challenges with confidence.
It was evident that the inventory would have to incorporate buildings from the following business
units in ESB: Networks, Customer Supply, Shared Services, Power Generation, Contracts and Retail. It
was envisaged that all the recording and fieldwork would involve a visit by one or two architecturally
qualified staff to each location, with some photographs being taken, and a record being taken of the
main architectural features of each building.
Nominated managers in each business unit, and staff in each location, would provide support to the
project team. Brendan Delany, ESB Archive & Heritage Manager, Shared Services, was assigned overall
responsibility for the management of the project, which would be carried out by Building Consultancy
Group under the direction of Peter Carroll, Senior Architect. BCG was given the brief to survey all ESB
properties on the list provided, 226 locations, including 24 power stations, and to produce a report
documenting the findings in a format report similar to the Court Houses of Ireland book.
The information compiled would include:

•

Architectural Heritage Evaluation - International/National/Regional/District/Local/Records Only

•

Description of the building, and background history/information

•

Key photographs of the building, and any relevant features

•

Location map, and ordnance survey grid references

•

Drawings/floor plans, if applicable, and available already.

The above would typically involve a two-page format for each building, probably more for the
power stations.

A HERITAGE INVENTORY OF ESB BUILDINGS

VII

Programme
Site visits to commence in January, 2003.
Write-up of evaluations to commence in tandem.
The results of the study would be published in both a book
and CD format. The results of the study would form the basis
of further management actions to promote and safeguard
ESB's heritage management activities.
The study did not commence, however, until June, 2003 as
sensitivities associated with the closure of some ESB locations,
which were among the buildings to be incorporated in the
survey, necessitated that internal consultations were required
with ESB Property Managers in each separate business unit,
and staff in each location to be surveyed had to be briefed on
the purpose of the study before site surveys could
commence.
Following a tendering process B. Magee Design was selected
as the publisher.
During the course of the project regular planning and review
meetings took place between Brendan Delany, ESB Archive &
Heritage Manager, Peter Carroll and Judith Doherty, Field
Controllers for the study from BCG, and Brendan Magee and
Dermot O’Connor from B. Magee Design.
A brief history of ESB has been included to provide an outline
of the development of the company, and a context for the
reader in understanding the study.
A brief description of some of the most significant aspects of
ESB’s architectural portfolio has also been included, and a
separate chapter on the methodology used for the study has
also been provided.
It would be possible to investigate individual properties in
much greater detail, but such an approach would be beyond
the scope of this inventory. To facilitate those interested in
more detail, we have included a short bibliography at the end
of the book, with some essential reference material.
A copy of this book, complete with a CD version, is stored at
the ESB Archive & Heritage Office, at the offices of ESB
International Building Consultancy Group, in the library of
the Heritage Council. Copies have also been provided for
Heritage Officers in each Local Authority in the country.

View of Aghada Power Station, Co. Cork
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Brief History of ESB

B

efore the foundation of the ESB, seventy- eight years ago this year, electrical power was not
entirely unknown in Ireland; but it was small, local, uncoordinated, haphazard, and of limited
value. The Irish Free State had the second lowest consumption of electricity in Europe. It was the
creation of the Electricity Supply Board, more specifically the completion of its first generating
capacity at Ardnacrusha, on the River Shannon, that brought electricity out of the dark ages and into
the mainstream of Irish life.
The proposal to harness the waterpower of the River Shannon to generate electricity was not new.
Thomas McLaughlin, a young Drogheda- born engineer working for the renowned German company
Siemens - Schuckert, was able to draw upon the findings of earlier pioneers who had explored this
possibility. But McLaughlin’s proposals overcame difficulties associated with earlier designs, and he
successfully showed his particular design was sound economically.
McLaughlin’s design was tested exhaustively by his colleagues in Siemens. After they looked at the
associated cost models, Siemens became as enthusiastic as McLaughlin himself. Together, they
convinced the Government that the Shannon Scheme represented a national solution to the
production of electricity, and that it was preferable to a Liffey Scheme advocated by other interest
groups. That proposal favoured the electrification of Dublin and its environs ahead of what was
perceived to be a more costly and riskier project on the Shannon. When McLaughlin and his
colleagues from Siemens put forward their proposals, an independent group of international experts
reviewed them for the Government, recommending some minor modifications, enabling the contract
to be signed, and the work to commence on 13th August, 1925.
McLaughlin then moved policy forward by presenting proposals for the longer-term management of
the electricity system within the state. The Minister, Patrick McGilligan, looked at three options: setting
up a new government department, allowing a private enterprise to take over, or putting a large foreign
undertaking in charge. This third possibility was given serious consideration because he visited the
United States and met several interested parties. McLaughlin, however, urged the Government to
adopt his view that the rapid development required could only be achieved through unified control of
production and distribution. This viewpoint won out, and provided the impetus for the legislation,
enacted on the 11th August, 1927, that created the Electricity Supply Board, the first semi-state body
in Ireland. Appropriately, Thomas McLaughlin was appointed the first Managing Director.
View of
of Ardnacrusha
Ardnacrusha Power
Power Station
Station under
under Construction,
construction, Co. Clare
View
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In the following years, steady progress was made extending the electricity system
around the country, and building up the demand and customer base. The wide
availability of cheap, reliable energy all year round transformed many lives for the
better. Ten years after the foundation of the State, with a new government in
power, their industrialisation policies could not have been pursued with such
success without countrywide electricity.
The National Emergency of World War II emphasised starkly our dependence on
overseas sources of raw materials and finished goods, despite the industrial
progress of the previous decade. Up as far as the end of the Second World War,
scarcity of materials and lack of funding prevented ESB progressing the
construction of new generating plant which was a necessary prerequisite for
expanding the widespread use of electricity to the rural community, and to the vast
majority of the population who lived outside cities or large towns. The Minister
responsible for Supplies during the Emergency, Seán Lemass, recognised that if
Ireland was to move forward economically after the War, rural Ireland would have
to share in the benefits of electrification.
View of ESB
Substation in
Bedford Row,
from Anglesea St.,
Dublin 2

Rural electrification presented ESB with a completely new set of technical and administrative
problems. It tackled them by creating new procedures, and a special organisational unit under the
management of William Roe, who was assisted by P.J. Dowling who, subsequently, replaced Roe as
the Head of the Rural Electrification Programme. This separate organisational unit had sufficient
autonomy and adaptability to be able to create both a regional and local dimension that came to be
one of its most distinctive attributes as an organisation. In 1946, agreement was reached on how the
Scheme would be managed and funded. ESB employees, literally, went out among the rural people
to live with them and ‘sell’ the benefits of electrification.
It may seem strange that so much initial effort had to be put into ‘selling’ the idea of electricity to
rural areas; but the Irish rural scene of the 1940s had changed little in nearly half a century.
Emigration was still draining away much of the younger population, and, for the most part, control
of farms and businesses was still vested in older people. A predominantly cautious and conservative
attitude prevailed, and this applied as much to the adoption of a modernised and mechanised
approach to farming and business methods as it did to social attitudes. There was a strong tradition
of frugality that placed little value on the type of domestic comforts and labour- saving devices
electricity would bring. ESB crews were not just trying to sell a new product they were fighting against
a range of entrenched economic and social attitudes; and, to some people at least, were seeking to
upset an established and familiar way of life.
The first pole of the new Scheme was erected in Kilsallaghan, in North County Dublin on November
5th, 1946. Thirty years later, the bulk of the work had been done. In all, it took about three million
poles and enough cable to encircle the globe three times. About 420,000 households were connected
to the rural network, at a cost of more than €100 million. This represented €100million 99% of all
rural households, which compares favourably with connection rates in other countries. Later work
done between 1976 and 1980 brought that percentage up to just barely short of 100%. Undoubtedly,
rural electrification was one of the major transforming agents which contributed to the modernisation
of rural Ireland. It constitutes one of, if not the most important, social revolution of the last century.

X
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The Fianna Fáil Government of the 1930s and was committed to a vigorous policy of economic
nationalism and self-sufficiency. An essential cornerstone of such a policy was the availability and
supply of energy. Seán Lemass, as Minister for Industry and Commerce, saw Ireland’s vast peat bogs
as an untapped source of energy. ESB had many technical and financial difficulties with this concept,
as the case for using peat, rather than hydro, had already been considered before the construction of
Ardnacusha had proceeded. Site visits had been made to peat stations in Russia, Germany and
Sweden, before peat production had been ruled out as being too costly an option for generating
electricity for the Irish Free State market. It is, therefore, understandable that ESB may have been slow
to grasp that Lemass was serious about his plans. Furthermore, the influence of Todd Andrews, who
had worked with some distinction in ESB’s accounting and audit function before being appointed
Chairman of the Turf Development Board (later Bord Na Mona) may have been underestimated.
Andrews was a man that shared the vision of Lemass, and believed, like his political mentor, that semistate companies such as ESB and Bord Na Mona were primarily instruments of government policy.
The descision to proceed to utilise peat was not based on the economics of producing electricity from
peat, but rather on the undoubted boost it would provide for social communities, particularly in rural
areas which, apart from farming, provided scarce employment prospects.
The first peat-burning station, Portarlington, using sod peat, was eventually commissioned in 1950.
There followed the social experiment of using hand-won turf in small power stations near the western
seaboard at Cahirciveen, Screeb, Gweedore, and Miltown Malbay. Between the early 1950s and the
late 1960s, ESB installed a total of 407.5 MW of generating capacity, based on turf. Other turf stations
built included: Allenwood, Ferbane, Shannonbridge, Lanesboro, and Bellacorick.
Turf has long been, and still is, a valuable component in a deliberate policy of diversity of fuel source.
On at least three occasions, the presence of a diversified fuel source, through the availability of turf,
enabled ESB to maintain output, or to moderate price increases. These were: the Suez crisis of 1956,
the Six Days War in 1967, and in 1973/74 after the Yom Kippur War. Electricity production from turf
peaked at a little over one third of output in the late Sixties, and dropped to about a quarter in the 1970s.
To cope with the increased and sustained growth in demand, ESB had to expand its generating
capacity. Oil stations constructed included Ringsend, Great Island, North Wall, Marina, Tarbert, and
later, Poolbeg. The discovery of natural gas off Kinsale in the Seventies provided the impetus to
construct gas-fired stations, and a welcome opportunity to reduce dependence on oil. By the end of
that decade, ESB had gas, oil, turf, and hydro stations in its generating portfolio.
But even at this relatively mature stage of its development, there remained more than a spark of the
old pioneering spirit in ESB. The pumped storage station, Turlough Hill, located in the heart of the
Wicklow Mountains, was possibly the most exciting undertaking since the Shannon Scheme. It was a
masterpiece of civil and electrical engineering, completed in an environmentally sensitive way, and
demonstrated just how far ESB's own in-house skills had developed over the years.
In a further response to the evolving situation of supply and demand, ESB looked at nuclear power
as an option, with a proposed project for a nuclear station at Carnsore Point in County Wexford.
In the end, this option, after much controversy was not pursued.
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The1960s and 1970s were a time of rapid change in Ireland, and, by its very importance, ESB was at
the centre of it all. The frontiers of the Shannon Scheme and Rural Electrification had been
conquered; but structures needed to adapt to changed times. It was a time of high profile industrial
disputes, and ESB was not exempt from these developments. There were several internal and external
reports on how best to move forward. In the end, much of the impetus for reform came from within
the ESB itself, and by the end of the 1970s, ESB had concluded its first comprehensive industrial
relations agreement with the trade unions. Effectively, this was the first heralding of a new partnership
approach in the workplace that in later decades became the national approach.
At the end of 1979, the world reeled from the effects of the second oil crisis. Governments, business,
and individual citizens were forced to make adjustments to the way they conducted their operations.
ESB embarked on demand - side management and fuel diversification to lessen dependence on oil;
Moneypoint coal- fired station was completed in Clare; and North Wall combined cycle, which could
use oil or gas, heralded a new generation of generating plant.
In the 1980s, ESB began to utilise new management information systems, and organisational
changes, based on increased opportunities for centralisation of all kinds of activities began to emerge.
In ESB terms this meant replacing twelve former districts with six new regions. These were
subsequently reduced to four during the course of the 1990s, before being abolished altogether, as
the ESB split the company into business units. The increased emphasis on customer service and
strategic management espoused by management gurus like Peters & Waterman in their seminal
book, "In Search of Excellence", and Porter’s work on "Competitive Strategy", were embraced in ESB.
A new Customer Charter was produced and strategic planning at corporate level, supported by
business planning at all levels in each business unit, became the norm. Management training and
development were given greater emphasis. This was an era of fast moving changes, and old
demarcations were swept away as ESB took on its first female apprentice in 1987. The changes at
management levels were also apparent, as traditional barriers were broken down with an engineer,
Dr. Patrick Haren, being appointed to the role of Regional Accountant in Dublin (he later left ESB to
become MD of Viridian in Northern Ireland), and an accountant, Ted Dalton, becoming a Regional
Engineering Manager in South East Region (he subsequently became a Director of ESB).
Throughout this period, relationships between management and unions, and, indeed, Government,
despite some setbacks such as the Moneypoint strike in 1989, were enhanced by the legislative
process which witnessed the appointment of the first worker directors in 1982, the use of ESB's
Industrial Council to resolve internal disputes, and a new tripartite process first with the Cost &
Competitiveness Review (CCR) in 1996 and repeated and enhanced with the more recent
Programme to Achieve Competitiveness and Transformation (PACT) Agreement in 2001.
In the mid-1990s, society at large became much more aware of Green issues, as evident by detailed
studies on the greenhouse effect and the Kyoto Agreement. New environmentally friendly based
generating technologies began to become more important, and wind energy, energy production
based on biomass, cellular, and wave energy began to be taken much more seriously. ESB has a clear
strategy to utilise as much renewable sources of energy as possible, and further investment has gone
into hydro plants in Ardnacrusha, Turlough Hill, Cliff, Ballyshannon, Golden Falls, Pollaphouca,
Inniscarra, and Carrigadrohid, and wind farm production systems have been introduced in Mayo,
Donegal, and Wexford. The investment in transmission and distribution systems has also gone side
by side with these developments. The Network Renewal Programme, which is currently underway,
will involve an investment of well over €4 billion and will concentrate particularly in BMW regions in
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the Midlands and the western seaboard. This will ensure ESB can continue to provide a first-class
service to its customers. The advent of competition, and the appointment of a new Electricity
Regulator, has brought about significant changes in the way ESB conducts its business, resulting in
much greater transparency between our business units: Power Generation, Networks and Supply, and
Commercial Enterprises.
It was very appropriate that during 2002, the year that ESB celebrated its 75th Anniversary, it jointly
received, with Siemens, two major International Heritage Awards: the Milestone Award, from the
Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineering (the world’s largest professional technical
organisation); and the International Landmark Award from the American Society of Civil Engineering,
for the construction and operation of the Shannon Scheme. Previous winners of the Milestone Award,
for outstanding feats in electrical engineering, include; the invention of colour television, Japan's
Bullet Train, and the first Space Shuttle. Only fifty such awards have been made worldwide to date.
Previous winners of the Landmark Award include: the Golden Gate Bridge, the Eiffel Tower and the
Panama Canal, and this award has been conferred on about 300 other occasions for major civil
engineering works.
ESB is, however, not content to rest idly on laurels won in a previous era. It is still connecting record
numbers of new customers. It has as a priority a continuous programme of investment to improve its
network services to support continued growth in electricity demand from customers. As an
international consultancy, it has a respected presence in thirty - six countries worldwide and has
carried out projects in more than eighty countries. Today, it faces confidently into a changing world
of increased competition as Ireland responds to European Union imperatives towards a de- regulated
market in electricity generation, transmission, and supply. ESB has been steadily readying itself for
this change, and is competing in the new environment.
The most human face of ESB is obviously its 8,000 employees.
They are the people who work together to ensure
something the rest of us often take for granted: a safe,
reliable electricity supply in all types of weather and
conditions, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week,
year in, year out. In their capable and willing hands
lies the key to a successful future.

Inniscarra Power Station is current holder of
ESB National Tidy Station trophy

A HERITAGE INVENTORY OF ESB BUILDINGS

XIII

Significant Aspects of ESB’s Architectural Inventory

A

t first glance ESB may not be perceived to possess a wealth of architecturally significant structures.
However, it is hoped that this inventory, by drawing upon both well known and lesser known
buildings and locations, can go some way towards changing people’s perception of what constitutes
architectural heritage. Every structure has a story to tell.
During the time taken to complete this project, the property portfolio changed due to progressive
changes in ESB policy planning and building requirements. As with any progressive company, the
property portfolio changes as the needs of ESB change. For example, twenty-six ESB retail shops were
closed during August 2003 as part of a national rationalisation. Some buildings that contained shops
only are now closed , or up for sale or being reused. Others that formed parts of larger office buildings
or depots are now closed, or being reused.
Similarly, over the last number of years, the technology of power plant production has changed
dramatically, and old stations such as Portarlington, Allenwood, Ferbane, Ringsend, Screeb, Miltown
Malbay, Gweedore, Cahirciveen, Rhode, Shannonbridge, and Lanesboro have now been decommissioned and replaced with more modern plant. New peat stations are being built. These are:
West Offaly Power Station, in Offaly, and Lough Ree Power Station, in Longford.
Organisational change has also changed the usage of some buildings. Former district and regional
offices have been replaced, and buildings once used to accommodate staff in these locations have in
some cases now been transformed into Engineering Centres or Customer Service Centres. Like most
other large organisations, many old departments in ESB have been abolished, and their functions
transferred or subsumed by new management structures. This has often resulted in new office
configurations and internal layouts being devised, even though there may be little or no external
change to the building structures themselves.
Some buildings are extremely interesting and of national and international renown. Cathaleen’s Fall
hydro-electric generating station, in Ballyshannon, is certainly of national significance; Ardnacrusha
hydro-electric generating station in Co. Clare, and Turlough Hill, in Wicklow, are of international
significance. The range of architectural styles employed in ESB’s buildings covers from the Teutonic
style of Ardnacrusha, in 1929, international style influences of the power stations, restored Georgian
buildings in Dublin, the graceful and resolutely modern design of wind farms. Others may appear to
some observers to be of limited interest and located out of the limelight, yet each has its story, and
each has contributed to the lives and communities that they serve or served.
A large portion of the buildings in this inventory were designed by ESB’s own Civil Works department
up until 1989, when this function was taken over by ESB International; however ESB has always used
private firms of architects throughout the country as well. Examples are: ESB Head Office in Dublin
by Stephenson & Gibney, ESB Sean Mulvoy Rd, Main Centre, in Galway by Bowman & Quaid, ESB
Wilton Main Centre in Cork by Kelly Barry, and Dundalk Avenue Rd. by Scott Tallon Walker.
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Many stylistic influences are evident; they reflect the changing architectural styles and influences from
1929 to the present day. Ardnacrusha was built both in an arts & crafts romantic Teutonic
architectural style for the main entrance building, and in an international modern style for the
generating hall, the Siemens-Schukert designers showing the influences of the German architect Peter
Behrens and his AEG Turbine factory in Berlin completed c.1910. The 38kV substation in Fleet St.
Dublin by Vincent Kelly, was completed in 1928, and designed in a jazzy Art Deco style. The industrial
design of the power stations by ESB Civil Works Department was, undoubtedly, influenced by the
international and Dutch impressionist styles of the 1920s and 1930s. Many building designs are
award - winning such as the Portlaoise Main Centre (1997), Ardnacrusha New Control Room (1996),
‘Little Oaks’ Crèche at Wilton Place, Dublin in a restored Georgian List 1 Building (1994), and Sligo
Regional Offices (1992), all designed by Building Consultancy Group.
ESB, like any other business, must ensure its buildings are functional; thus adaptation and change of
use are not uncommon. In recent times, for example, the Commission for Electricity Regulation (CER)
in the interest of open competition, decreed that staff in different business units in ESB are no longer
allowed to share the same offices. This has resulted in a variety of arrangements, with access controls
for shared buildings where separate buildings are not feasible. It is not possible to predict with any
degree of certainty what the future of the electricity market in Ireland will bring, but it is fair to
conclude that changes to ESB’s property portfolio will reflect a response to changing business needs
as the company moves forward.

View of Landscaped Face of Cung Dam from Clady Power Station, Co. Donegal.
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Methodology

A

s outlined in the architectural Introduction, the main purpose of this inventory was to create a
record of the current ESB building portfolio throughout the Republic of Ireland.

It was decided at the outset that the method and approach to be adopted would be generally follow
the guidelines established by the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage, and their Handbook of
Criteria & Standards.
The survey period runs from June, 2003 to December, 2004.
Like any other inventory record, it can only represent the situation at a given time or period.
Since the inventory is only about ESB buildings, the methodology has been adapted to suit this
purpose group.
The format is similar to that used in The Courthouses of Ireland book (The Heritage Council, 1999),
but has been expanded and adapted to allow more information to be conveyed.
It was agreed at the outset that the property would be recorded and surveyed on an as-found basis
on the day of the survey. In some cases, as a result of access problems or inclement weather, it was
necessary to go back and take or retake photographs; this is noted accordingly on the survey date.
The inventory largely excludes ESB substations, of which there are many hundreds, located throughout the country. Due to their large number, the inclusion of these is beyond the scope of this
inventory, except where there are particular examples of note that require inclusion.
Survey Field Work & Method
During the course of the surveying, there were eleven field surveyors/field recorders involved, to
enable us to complete the project within the survey time allotted.
We had initial concerns about the consistency of the recording and descriptions, since so many staff
were involved. From the outset we established a good methodological format: that each surveyor
would adapt, to enable us achieve a broad level of consistency throughout, and would save time at
the later editing stage.
Some early surveys were carried out as pilot studies, and revisited where necessary, to enable a few
good examples of the different building types to be followed by each surveyor.
Each surveyor/field recorder had a field pack of information, standard inventory survey forms, and
contact details of all addresses. There were in-house regular progress meetings to monitor and review
results and methods. These were followed by regular client meetings to review a summary of the same.
As is always the case, some buildings were easier to research than others depending on the
information available. If more time was available, it would be possible to find out more; however
the methodology adopted should provide a fairly consistent level of information.
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Survey Photographs

Interior View of Generating Hall in Marina Power Station

During the course of the survey, a great many
digital photographs were taken of each building
from which a small suitable selection was chosen
to suit the format of the final book.
Two identical cameras were purchased for this
project so that all the photographs taken would
have a better chance of being of similar quality
(individual’s photographic skills notwithstanding).
The photographs are date stamped for future
reference.
Surveyor’s photographs were supplemented with
ESB Archive photographs and, in some individual
cases, staff from locations supplied additional
photographs.
Inventory Format
There are 226 properties in this inventory
including 24 power stations.
As we were dealing with so many properties, to
enable the inventory be contained within one
volume, a format had to be devised that would allow us to fit the information into this design to
prevent the book becoming too large and unwieldy to handle.
For clarity and ease of access, the following criteria was adopted:
Each of the 26 Counties is included as a separate chapter in alphabetical order.
Each county has a county ordnance survey map with property locations shown and, adjacent to this
a list of properties corresponding to that map in alphabetical order.
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Each property type on this county list is categorised/defined using a series of icons beside its name.
Properties are described with an icon as follows:
Power Station

Shop

Substation

Store

Depot

Visitor Centre

Office

Recreational/Educational

In some cases properties may have more than one descriptive icon, where necessary. For example,
someone looking for an ESB Depot & Store in Clonmel, South Tipperary, should be able to open the
book and find the relevant page quickly and easily.
Page Format
To do this it, was generally decided that there would be one property per page for most buildings.
The page design was developed and refined to allow the information for each property to fit into this
format; the exceptions being more significant properties, such as existing power stations (2 - 4 pages),
main centres (2 pages), of a really significant property of international significance (4 - 6 pages).
This was deemed to be a fair and consistent method generally.

•

Title, Survey Date and Survey Criteria. These are located clearly at the top of the page.

The survey criteria show:

•

Surveyor’s name

• Photographer • Field Controller • The O.S. Reference

• The ESB Reference (County – ESB Business Group – O.S. Ref)
Architectural Heritage Evaluation:

•

Record Only

• Local • District* • Regional •

National

• International

* The rating has been expanded to include a district status between local and regional. The district
evaluation is unique to ESB. It was considered to be appropriate to reflect the previous district areas
into which ESB was divided throughout the country for both operational reasons and because these
buildings were generally significant architectural structures.
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Categories of Special Interest

• Archaeological (AG) • Architectural (A) • Artistic (A) • Cultural (C)
• Historical (H) • Scientific (SC) • Social (SO) • Technical (T)
Photographs
Photographs are located at the top, outside and bottom, each with a
number referencing the photo to a caption at the bottom of the page.
All survey photographs have the survey date imprinted on them.
Text
The text consists of a Summary passage and a Description & Materials
passage. Categories of Special Interest passages follow where appropriate.
If a property consists of more than one building, the property is described
generally first, and then each building is described separately.
This format enabled a lot of information to be fitted to each page.
Architectural Heritage Evaluation Rating as outlined above
Summary Background & Architectural Description
Technical Details where appropriate
Photographs
Location Map.
The building description includes:

• Composition • Site • Roof • Walls • Openings • Interior
• Other Features
The names of the buildings architects are included where known.

View of Rear of 40 Merrion Square

A HERITAGE INVENTORY OF ESB BUILDINGS

XIX

Architectural Drawings
It was decided to omit architectural drawings of each building, except in the case of generating
stations or main centres where a site plan is generally shown. To include drawings for every property
would have made the inventory book too large and cumbersome to use easily.
Maps
Ordnance Survey maps are located at the bottom of the page as appropriate.
The subject area of the inventory has been the 26 counties of the Republic of Ireland, which is 70,283
sq. km/27,136 sq. miles in area. All of Ireland has been mapped; however some of the areas today
are mapped only at a scale of 1:50,000.
We set out to map, within each county, the location and immediate vicinity of each property in the
inventory. The identification of the location was encircled on a map of scale 1:50000, 1:2500 or
1:1000 where practical. We chose to use the larger scaled maps where it was required for clarity, such
as within urban areas. The property in question was highlighted subsequently in red on the Ordnance
Survey map.
The initial county maps consist of Ordnance Survey maps taken from the 1:210000 series, and we
have marked in red the location of each town.
Due to the varied range of buildings within ESB Power Stations and Main Centres, in addition to
location maps, we have included site layouts to identify and label the various buildings within the site
boundaries.
Within the Dublin City area it became clear that the Dublin Street Guide itself was another means of
locating the forty three Dublin properties; where required we have used the street guide.
The process for publication of the maps began with the receipt of the maps in a ‘microstation’
drawing format; this in turn was converted to AutoCAD for the purposes of accessing each map from
the programme Adobe Illustrator. This programme enabled us to convert the drawings into an eps or
tiff file, which are suitable for publication purposes.
Ordnance Survey Ireland, Licence No. EN 0023703.
Copyright Ordnance Survey Ireland, Government of Ireland.
Site Plans/Drawings
Site plans and drawings are located at the bottom of the page as appropriate.
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“The French Connection” by Artist Ciara McQueirns
(ESB Crews Restoring Power After Storm Damage in France, Part of ESB’s Art Portfolio)
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County

CARLOW

1

2

Contents

COUNTY CARLOW
1
2

Carlow, Green Lane
Tullow, Shroughawn

2
3

County

CARLOW

P OWER S TATION

S UBSTATION

D EPOT

O FFICE

S HOP

S TORE

V ISITOR C ENTRE

R ECREATIONAL /E DUCATIONAL

1

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT
Green Lane

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 4357/06+07
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

ESB Ref: C-N-4357/06+07
Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 14th July 2003

Summary
There are two properties on the site and
they include an ESB shop and depot
building with the area supervisor’s depot
store and a lean-to shed. It is located on
a large site opposite residential housing
to the northeast of Carlow town centre.
The building faces southeast. The rear of
the site is bounded by a train line.
The property was constructed in 1983.
2
14th July 2003

Description & Materials
The present use of the entire property is
an ESB shop and depot.
It is a detached, single storey building
with a pitched roof structure and located
to the front of a large site fronting onto
Green Lane. It is comprised of shop and
showroom, stores, offices, locker rooms
and staff facilities. At the front of the
building there are two entrance gates
and a low level brick wall bordering a
planted area.

County CARLOW

3
14th July 2003

1

Technical (T)

Built on a rectangular plan the building
is of red cavity brick in stretcher
bond, and blockwork construction
supporting a pitched roof of precast
concrete trusses and steel purlins with
blue/black thrutone slates. The front
elevation consists of stretcher course red
brick outer leaf, floor to ceiling glazing
to shop front set in aluminium frames,
and clerestory glazing to the remainder of the
front rooms. The rear elevation comprises

14th July 2003

fair-faced blockwork surrounding aluminium
framed windows and has a steel roller
shutter door to the store. The gross
floor area of the shop and depot is
512.91m2.
The total area of the site is 0.9388
hectares (2.32acres). The building is set
back from the yard and encloses a rear
service yard. The yard contains a petrol
pump and platform, lean-to shed, cable
storage area, pole storage area, a telecommunications mast and a loading
ramp. There is an enclosed storage
compound to the side of the building.
The single storey lean-to shed consists of
a single leaf fair-faced concrete block
wall supporting steel trusses with metal
decking, a cast in-situ concrete floor and
has a gross floor area of 57.51m2.
Special Interest - Historical
P. J. Dowling had a major role in
the management of ESB’s Rural
Electrification Scheme and had the
distinction of being voted ‘Carlow Person
of the Century’ in December 1999. He
was given the honour of unveiling the
plaque (see photo no. 4) on 13th July
1991 to commemorate the fact that
Carlow was the first provincial town to
have had electric street lighting installed.
This is commemorated on the plaque.

4
14th July 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Rear Elevation. 3. View of Rear Service Yard . 4. Commemorative Plaque.

2

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 4357/11+2816
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

1
14 July 2003

Summary
The property is a modern detached
single storey depot building consisting
of offices, stores, a showroom and staff
rooms. The remainder of the buildings
on the site include a store and toilets
sited against the rear boundary.
The depot is a former vocational school
located on the eastern edge of the town
facing south next to other school
buildings and opposite a parochial
house and residential properties.
The site is on a raised incline from the
road and the depot is therefore located
at a higher level overlooking the road
on the edge of Tullow town. The
neighbouring property is used as a daycare centre.
The depot was built in 1955 and ESB
opened the shop and depot in 1987.

Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT
Shroughawn, Tullow

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 14th July 2003

elevations have been blocked up or
reduced in size with only the precast
concrete window cills still visible on
the walls. The original timber floors in
the main supervisor’s office are still intact
and in good condition. The monopitched concrete roof and splayed front
wall to the shop give the building a
distinctive architectural quality.
Structurally the building consists of
a cast in-situ concrete floor with
concrete blockwork supporting a mono
-pitched roof consisting of a concrete
slab with asphalt covering to the front.
The rear wing supports a concrete flat
roof with asphalt roof finish. The gross
floor area of the depot is 239.2m2. The
gross floor area of the store to the rear
is 70.8m2.
A capped concrete block wall encloses
the rear of the site. A curved sloped
driveway accesses the customer carpark
and beyond this lies the enclosed yard.
Pedestrian access is gained via steps
from the footpath. The front boundary
is defined by the low level block wall
with railings enclosing a landscaped
area planted with mature shrubbery
next to the footpath. A mast and hoist
are located at the rear of the site.

2
14 July 2003

3
14 July 2003

The total area of the site is 0.27ha
(0.67 acres).

4

County CARLOW

Description & Materials
Formerly a vocational school, the
property was converted and renovated
for use as an area depot. The L-shaped
building is located against the left
boundary with a depot yard located to
the rear of the site. The elevational
treatment consists of alternating rough
cast plaster finish on smooth plaster
plinth surrounding aluminium framed
windows. The showroom is lit by floor
to ceiling windows. Windows on other

ESB Ref: C-N 4357/11+2816

14 July 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Access and Front Elevation. 3. Side View of Main Ramped Access. 4. Side Elevation with Parking.
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County

CAVAN

4

2

1
3

4

Contents

COUNTY CAVAN
1
2
3
4

Abbey Street, Cavan
Farnham Place, Cavan
Moynehall Industrial Estate, Cavan
Market Street, Cootehill

6
7
8
9

County

CAVAN

P OWER S TATION

S UBSTATION

D EPOT

O FFICE

S HOP

S TORE

V ISITOR C ENTRE

R ECREATIONAL /E DUCATIONAL

5

ESB DEPOT
& OFFICES

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1686/18
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

Abbey Street, Cavan

ESB Ref: CN-SS-1686/18
Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 11th July 2003

Summary
The property is a two-storey domestic
vernacular style pitched roof building
fronting Abbey Street with a two-storey
pitched roof rear extension and a
garage extension in the service yard to
the side. To the rear is a pedestrian
link to the ESB Shop on Farnham Place
via an old pedestrian bridge over the
River Kennypottle.
2
11th July 2003

1

Technical (T)

The property is located on Abbey Street
near the centre of Cavan town, in
an older part of the town opposite the
Old Abbey.
The building is 19th Century, with
the first leasehold dated 1923. It was
acquired by ESB in 1952.
Building Description & Materials
The main building is an attractive end
of terrace two-storey double fronted
building with central entrance door.
The building is set back slightly from
the main terrace adjacent. The roof is

11th July 2003

pitched with natural slate roof covering.
There was originally a chimney stack at
each end of the roof which was
removed during property repairs to the
roof during the 1980s. Wall finishes
consist of smooth render to the ground
floor with dashed render finish to the
first floor above dado level. There are
smooth render quoins to each side.
There are timber framed sash windows
with twelve-paned upper sash. The rear
extension is two-storey constructed
more recently with a timber framed and
corrugated sheet shed link to a single
storey garage outbuilding.
Special Interest - Architectural
A dentillated architrave in render at
eaves level across the Abbey Street
façade and a dado rail in render
between ground and first floors.
In addition, of particular interest is the
architrave surround and voussoir detail
in render to the front door.

3

County CAVAN

11th July 2003

4
11th July 2003

6

1. View of Front Elevation onto Abbey St. 2. View of Side Elevation and Access Gate 3. View of Window and Dentillated Architrave at Eaves.
4. Voussoir Detail Above Front Door.

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1686/18
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

1
11th July 2003

Summary
A detached single storey flat roofed
building
with small service yard
adjacent, the property backs onto the
River Kennypottle. A small pedestrian
bridge links this property to the old ESB
depot & offices behind on Abbey
Street, which are no longer used.
The property is located on an urban
corner site at Farnham Place near Cavan
town centre.
There is a stoneyard immediately
adjacent on the other site and a
roundabout opposite with three road
junctions. The surrounding streetscape
is mainly two-storey in scale.
The building was acquired in 1952.
Building Description & Materials
The building is a flat roofed structure
with parapet walls all around. There is a
central timber entrance door with two
timber display windows on either side.

ESB Ref: CN-SS-1686/18
Categories
of Special Interest:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
Farnham Place, Cavan

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 11th July 2003

Wall finishes consist of a smooth
rendered upper band to the front
façade painted light grey with a
dark grey plinth. There are large
painted aluminium Shop Electric sign
letters over the entrance door. Below
the band the finishes consist generally
of dashed render with patent smooth
render reveals.
There is a yard to one side enclosed by
steel double gates and a coursed cut
limestone wall with capping stones to
wall and gatepost. This wall adjoins the
wall of the roadbridge adjacent. There
is a feature street light lantern on top of
the gatepost. The rear boundary
consists of a chainlink fence to the
river and a concrete block wall to
the stoneyard.

2
11th July 2003

Accommodation consists of a large
open-plan showroom with Cash &
Enquiries counter at the rear, and a
kitchen and wc.

3

4

County CAVAN

11th July 2003

11th July 2003

1. View of Front Elevation from Farnham Place. 2. View of Main Junction Alongside Retail Shop. 3. Internal View of Showroom. 4. View Along Farnham Place.
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ESB AREA DEPOT
& OFFICES
Moynehall Industrial Estate

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3241/D
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

ESB Ref: CN-N-3241/D
Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 11th July 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consisting of a single
storey pitched roof office building with
car parking area to the front and a
service yard, an open steel storage shed
and a secure storage compound to the
rear. The storage compound is located
in a disused quarry.

2
11th July 2003

The property is located on the outskirts
of Cavan town on the Bellananagh
Road in the Moynehall Industrial Estate.
The surrounding suburb consists of
light industrial units on one side of the
road and mainly low rise residential
housing on the other.
The building was built by ESB in 1981
to replace the function of the previous
Abbey Street premises.

1
11th July 2003

Description & Materials
The building is single storey with a
pitched roof. It is domestic in appearance.
The roof is clad with black corrugated
sheets. Wall finishes are dashed render
with smooth render plinths and reveals
around openings. The fenestration is
repetitive, consisting of white aluminium
single glazing units with a timber framed
entrance door screen.
The site to the front and side is
landscaped with grass lawn, with semimature deciduous trees to the side.
These trees screen the large workshop
addition at the rear.
The boundary wall to the front consists
of painted render concrete block walls
with precast concrete capping.

3

County CAVAN

11th July 2003

4
11th July 2003

1. View of Front Elevation from Bellananagh Road. 2. Front Part Elevation and Boundary Wall. 3. Main Vehicular Access. 4. View of Storage Compound.

8

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1486/C
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

1
11th July 2003

Summary
The property consists of a three-storey
pitched roof traditional terraced
building facing onto Market Street.
It forms part of a long two and threestorey terrace of buildings originally
constructed mid-to-late 19th century
with a more recent two-storey extension
to the rear, and a service yard.
Description & Materials
The premises consists of offices and a
shop with service yard and ancillary
facilities to the rear accessed via an
arched passageway to the front from
Market Street at street level under the
adjacent building.
The accommodation consists of a
ground floor shop with offices on the
first and second floors with a two-storey
rear extension to the service yard
consisting of stores, offices and wc’s.
The premises originally contained an
ESB Retail Shop and served as a local
ESB Area Depot and Stores facility.

ESB Ref: CN-N-1486/C
Categories
of Special Interest:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Market Street, Cootehill,
Co. Cavan

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 11th July 2003

The property would probably have
been built as a residential building with
ground floor commercial use with a
garden and service yard function at
the rear. This building has less applied
render decorative features around its
windows than its neighbours giving the
front façade a rather plain and flat
appearance.
The main building consists of a pitched
roof of blue/black fibre cement roof
tiles, solid masonry construction
generally, painted smooth rendered
front façade with raised rendered
quoins to both sides, cast iron hopper
and downpipe with PVC gutter, timber
up and down two-pane sliding sash
timber windows to upper floors with
nondescript contemporary timber
windows to ground floor shop and
office. The rear extension consists of a
pitched roof two storey building of
concrete block construction generally,
dashed render wall finish with smooth
render plinth, Smith & Pearson steel
windows, PVC gutters and downpipes.

2
11th July 2003

County CAVAN

3
11th July 2003
1. View of Front Elevation onto Market Street 2. View of Market Street. 3. Rear Elevation.
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Surveyors Name:

WEIR & FISHERY
MANAGEMENT
CENTRE
Parteen Weir, Parteen

Judith Doherty

Photographer:

Judith Doherty

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 4622/13

ESB Ref: CE-PG-4622/13

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National
International

Historical (H)

✔ Scientific (SC)

✔

✔
✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

2
19th Feb 2004

3
19th Feb 2004

Technical (T)

County CLARE

Summary
Parteen Weir controls the flow of water
from the Shannon and divides it into
both the headrace and the old river
channel with the six sluice gates on the
old river outlet, and three sluices and a
navigation gate on the headrace.
It is situated across the Shannon by the
town of Parteen. The headrace conveys
the water a distance of 12.6 k m to the
power station at Ardnacrusha. From the
power station the water enters the tail
race channel which conveys the water a
distance of 2.4km before rejoining the
Shannon near Limerick.
The Hydro Electric Development was
undertaken by the Irish Government in
1925, and following commissioning,
it was handed over to ESB on
completion in July 1929. It was the first
major engineering project undertaken
by the State.

power station is 400t per second and in
cases of major floods water quantities in
excess of this amount are diverted down
the old river channel by Parteen Weir.

Description & Materials.
The weir at Parteen is a reinforced
concrete structure with four double
roller gates each 10m wide and two
single roller gates each 18m wide.
A minimum flow of 10 tonnes per
second is allowed down the old river for
fishery and conservation purposes.
The maximum water demand at the

Special interest – Scientific, Fisheries
The fish hatchery located at the weir
contributes to the management of the
salmon and eel in the River Shannon.
ESB is at present engaged in a farreaching programme to find solutions
to the problems of fish movements up
and down the river. One element of this
is a major annual airlift of up to 120,000

4
19th Feb 2004

1. Aeriel View of Weir. 2. Interior of Sluice Room. 3. Roller Gates. 4. View of Weir Across Shannon.
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1
19th Feb 2004

Fish Pass
A fish pass of thirteen steps is built into
the weir to allow the migrating fish to
pass into the upper Shannon.
Fish Hatchery
A fish hatchery was built by ESB at
Parteen in 1958. Since then 23 million
fish have been released from here into
the upper Shannon.
Special Interest – Architectural
The weir is designed in an austere
modern architectural industrial style. It
would appear to have been influenced
by some of the early industrial imagery
and designs by the German architect
Peter Mendohlson.

WEIR & FISHERY
MANAGEMENT
CENTRE
Parteen Weir, Parteen
5

salmon smolts to selected locations on
the river. The smolts are given miniature
tags enabling their performance and
movements to be monitored.
Special Interest – Historical
The village of Parteen was formerly
known as Ardnacrusha but when the
hydroelectric station opened in the
area, the plant took the name for the
station. In response, the locals decided
to rename their village Parteen. Today
the population of the parish is around
4,800 and growing due to the area's
close proximity to Limerick City.

The name Parteen is derived from the
Irish An Páirtín meaning ‘the little port’
or ‘landing place’.
The official opening of the Shannon
Scheme took place at Parteen Weir on
22nd July 1929 when An Taoiseach W.T.
Cosgrave opened the gates to allow
water flow down the headrace canal.
Ardnacrusha Power Station was
commissioned on 29th October, 1929
following successful completion of
tests to the engineering plant
and equipment.

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

6
19th Feb 2004

8

19th Feb 2004

19th Feb 2004

County CLARE

7

5. Original Photo of Fish Hatchery. 6. Detail of Sluice Gate Lifting Mechanism. 7. Walkway Across Top of Weir.. 8. View of Control Gates from Shannon.
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Surveyors Name:

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Ardnacrusha

Judith Doherty

Photographer:

Judith Doherty

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 4622/13

ESB Ref: CE-PG-4622/13

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National
International

Historical (H)

✔ Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

Technical (T)

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

Summary
Ardnacrusha is a Hydro Electric Power
Station and is the largest of its type in
the country with a current capacity of
91MW situated about 3km northeast of
Limerick in Co. Clare.
The Shannon Hydro Electric Scheme
was
undertaken
by
the
Irish
Government in 1925 and, following its
opening in July 1929, it was handed
over to ESB on the completion of its
commissioning in October 1929.
2
19th Feb 2004

Description & Materials.
Headrace
The headrace canal is a 12.6 k m canal
into which part of the Shannon is
directed and conveyed to Ardnacrusha
to drive the turbines in the power
station. It was necessary to construct
four reinforced concrete bridges across
the headrace and tailrace at O’Brien’s
Bridge, Blackwater, Clonlara and Parteen.
The canal terminates at the power
station sluice house.

3
19th Feb 2004

County CLARE

The Power Station
The power station is situated at the end
of the headrace canal at Ardnacrusha.
It consists of an intake sluice house,
penstocks, generating building, waste
channel, fish pass and navigation locks.

1
19th Feb 2004

Sluice House
The intake sluice house is a large
concrete structure, containing 60,000m3
of concrete. It forms a barrier across the
headrace and regulates the flow of
water across the penstocks.
The
electrically operated sluice gates control
the water to the penstocks. Screens are
placed in front of these sluice gates in
order to prevent debris flowing into the
penstocks.
Penstocks
The four penstocks are angled
cylindrical steel structures used to
convey the water to the turbines. They
are 41m long, 6m in diameter and have
o
a slope of 31 . Each penstock delivers
approximately 100 tonnes of water per
second. At the base the penstocks
connect to the spiral casings which
supply water to the turbine motor.
Initially three penstocks were installed
in 1929 with a fourth added in 1934
when an extra turbine was commissioned. There was a provision to
accommodate two additional penstocks
which were not required.

4
19th Feb 2004

1. View of New Control Room. 2. Ariel view of Ardnacrusha. 3. Ariel View of Generating Hall. 4. View of Penstocks
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HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Ardnacrusha

5
19th Feb 2004

The Power House/Generating Hall
The main entrance end of the building is
three-storey in height with a pitched
roof which rises to a glazed pyramidal
shaped apex in the centre. The building
is designed in the teutonic arts and crafts
style. The building is reinforced concrete
in structure. Wall finishes are natural
render with nap plaster reveals to doors
and windows. This part of the building
connects at right angles to the generator
hall. The teutonic arts and crafts style
continue across its length however the
hall below is designed in a different
manner. The generator hall is designed
in the international industrial style
creating a huge steel portal column free
space. There are ten full height windows
in each side elevation. In the 1950s,
there was an extension to the workshops
and station building, together with a
conference room and reception area for
visitors. A modern control room was
added to the end gable in 1996.

generating capacity of 85MW. This was
increased when the station was refurbished
to 91MW in the 1990s.
Control Room
The original control room is situated on
the upper level of the power house.
This building has a pyramid glazed roof
structure which allows light through
the suspended tiled ceiling. This
significant
architectural
feature
was designed to give a degree of
prominence to the control room
reflecting the fact that, in addition to
managing the local networks, the
control room also controlled the entire
National Grid until 1957.

6

As part of a refurbishment in 1996,
a new control room complete with new
computer-aided on-line management
information system and control
functions
was
designed
and
constructed. This was located at
the end of the turbine hall and
cantilevered from the gable wall. From
this new control room there are
spectacular views of both the tailrace
and sluice house.
7

Navigation Locks
A double lock allows boats pass through

19th Feb 2004

9

8

19th Feb 2004

19th Feb 2004

5. View of Original Control Room. 6. Schematic Section Cross of Intake Building and Power Station. 7. Internal View of Generating Hall.
8. External View of Generating Hall. 9. Site Layout of Station.

County CLARE

Turbine Hall
Within the power station in the turbine
hall are three vertical shaft Francis turbogenerators installed in 1929 and one
vertical shaft Kaplan turbo-generator
installed in 1934, which provided a

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004
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HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Ardnacrusha
(continued)

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

10

11

19th Feb 2004

19th Feb 2004

Ardnacrusha in each direction, into the
headrace and into the tailrace to rejoin
the Shannon. These are located on the
south side of the dam and are designed
to raise and lower the boats in two lifts.
The locks, which were electrically
operated,
were
designed
to
accommodate a boat of maximum
dimensions 32m long, 4m beam and
2.5m draught.
Fish Pass
The Borland type fish lift was built at
Ardnacrusha Power Station in 1959 to
facilitate upstream passage of adult
salmon past the dam. It is a circular
concrete structure where the fish enter
at the bottom of the dam and are raised
to the top as the lift shaft fills with
water. They then swim out into the
headrace from there to the Shannon.
Tailrace
The water emerging from the power
station is carried by a 2.4km long
tailrace canal back into the Shannon.

12
19th Feb 2004

County CLARE
16

Transmission
An associated network system for the
transmission and distribution had to be
constructed. Ardnacrusha generates at
10.5kV and this is transformed to 40kV

for local distribution and to 110kV for
long-distance transmission.
Temporary Power Station/
Transformer Repair Shop.
A temporary power station was initially
the first building to be erected to
provide power for plant and
equipment. Within this station there
were nine large diesel generators
installed with an output of 4000 horsepower. This temporary power station
supplied the electricity required for the
construction of Ardnacrusha and also
an electric railway line that was used for
the transportation of materials around
the site. The building that housed the
temporary power station was converted
to operate as a transformer repair shop.
This became a significant addition in
ESB’s ability to repair and maintain
its own equipment and manage its
network system.
Cafeteria/Restaurant
This building is a single storey masonry
construction located to the entrance built
in the early 1990s. The architects were
ESB International/Building Consultancy
Group. This building is a modern
structure with a curved front bay and
conical tiled roof.
Visitor Centre
This building is a modern single storey
masonry building sited on a raised
embankment adjacent to the main car
park and restaurant. It has a pitched
tiled roof and rendered finish.

13

14

19th Feb 2004

19th Feb 2004

Recent Developments
The refurbishment of Ardnacrusha took
place in the 1990s and the plant was
made suitable for remote control. New
unit transformers were installed and
three of the turbines were replaced with
more modern prototypes increasing the

10. View of Penstocks and Fish Pass. 11. Glazed Pyramidal Roof Above Original Control Room. 12. Navigation Lock and View of Tailrace.
13. Restaurant. 14. Visitor Centre.

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Ardnacrusha
(continued)

15
19th Feb 2004

output from 85MW to 91MW overall.
The new control room was built and the
old control room maintained in-situ as
an industrial heritage artefact.
The Building of Ardnacrusha
Before Ardnacrusha was constructed,
electricity was generated in Ireland
either by local authorities or privately
owned undertakings. The construction
of the single hydro electric station
would power a national grid and
provide the framework for rural
electrification. The contract for the
works was given to Siemens-Schukert.
The plan was to divert the Shannon via
a headrace canal to Ardnacrusha where
the necessary fall of water was used to
drive the turbines. The scheme also
involved the construction of a weir at
Parteen. A standard gauge railway link
from Long Pavement in Limerick City to
Ardnacrusha was constructed to assist
in the transport of equipment to and
from site. The construction of the main
power house then commenced and
the discharge from the power station
was returned to the river via a
2.4km tailrace.

generators in motion and the power
station was formally commissioned.
Awards
On 29th July 2002 ESB's Shannon
Scheme received two major heritage
awards, namely the International
Milestone Award and the International
Landmark Award. The International
Milestone Award was presented jointly
to ESB and Siemens by the Institute of
Electrical and Electronic Engineers
which is the largest professional
organisation in the world. The award
recognises the scale of the project and

16
19th Feb 2004

17
19th Feb 2004

19

18

19th Feb 2004

19th Feb 2004

15. View of Siemens-Schuckert Turbines. 16. Original Power Station/Transformer Repair Shop. 17. Fish Counter. 18. Window to Generating Hall.
19. Gable Elevation with New Control Room.

County CLARE

Skilled engineers, technicians and
specialist craftsmen were brought in
from across Europe, the majority of
which were German. Of the three
camps set up for the construction
workers, the one at Ardnacrusha was
the largest and included living quarters
for 750 men, a dining room which
seated 600, a kitchen, canteen and
general store. It was described as
almost like a town in itself. The official
opening occurred in July, 1929. In the
months that followed the canal was
filled to its current volume. On October
29th 1929, when the pressure and
seepage tests were completed on the
embankment, the turbines set the

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004
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HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Ardnacrusha
(continued)

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

20
19th Feb 2004

how it became a model for large scale
electrification schemes worldwide. A
selection of the previous winners of the
Milestone Award are the invention of
Trans-Atlantic Telecommunications, the
Cape
Canaveral
Space
Shuttle
Programme and Japan’s Bullet Train.
The Shannon Scheme is among an
elite of fifty that have been presented
with this award for electrical
engineering achievements.
21

22

County CLARE
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The International Landmark Award was
awarded to the Shannon Scheme by
the American Society of Civil Engineers.
This award is conferred on civil
engineering projects which have made
a significant contribution to society.
Only 300 of these awards have been
presented worldwide to date. A
selection of previous winners of this
award include- The Eiffel Tower, The
Panama Canal and The Golden
Gate Bridge.
The Royal Institute of Architects of
Ireland Regional Award for Excellence in
Architecture was awarded to Building
Consultancy Group (ESB International)
for the control room refurbishment
project in 1996.
In 1996 Ardnacrusha became the
first power station in the world to
achieve ISO 9002 – an award for the
International Organisation for Standardisation – for its integrated management
system. On September 21st 2004
Ardnacrusha was awarded ISO 14001
for environmental management presented by SGS Ireland, the accrediting body.
Special Interest – Artistic

23

Visual Arts
Sean Keating (1880-1977), born in
Limerick, completed work to record the
development of the Shannon Scheme in
sketches, drawings and paintings. His work
involved capturing and recording all
phases of the construction and completion

of the project.
Literary
The project provided material for a
German Romantic Novel ‘Am ShannonRoman um ein Kraftwerk’ (On the
Shannon – Novel at a Power Station)
penned by the engineer Reinhold Zickel
during his time in Limerick. In addition,
Dennis Johnston based a play called
‘The Moon in The Yellow River’ on the
construction of Ardnacrusha.
Special Interest – Archaeological
‘St. Mo Lua’s’ oratory now standing
next to the Catholic Church in Killaloe
once stood on ‘Inis Lua’ (Lua’s Island
sometimes known as Friar’s Island) until
1929. When the Shannon Scheme was
initiated it became apparent that the
island and its 9th or 10th century
church would be submerged and the
entire structure was moved stone by
stone to its present location in Killaloe.
Special Interest – Architectural
The RIAI regional award for excellence
in architecture was awarded to Building
Consultancy Group for the Ardnacrusha
control room (See awards above). The
temporary power house/transformer
repair shop is understood to be ESB’s
first building.
Special Interest – Historical
Ard na Croise translates as "the height of
the cross". In 1111 A.D. the bishops of
Ireland held a Synod at Rathbrassil in
Co. Westmeath. The function of this
Synod was to draw up a system of
diocesan boundaries. These included
Thomond, Inniscaltra and Clonrush in
Co. Galway, and the parish of
Castleconnell in Co. Limerick. Parteen,
Meelick and Coonagh were assigned to
the diocese of Limerick. The mearings,
which were used to define the
boundary lines, were at Ardnacrusha,

20. Plaque at Ardnacrusha. 21. Photo of Seán Keating painting the Building of Ardnacrusha. 22. Cover of Recent Book on the Shannon Scheme.
23. Original Photo of Entry to Fish Pass.

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Ardnacrusha
(continued)

24

Glenagross and Blackwater. A large
wooden cross was erected on high
ground, hence the name Ard na Croise,
now Ardnacrusha.
A special commemorative book ‘The
Shannon Scheme An Inspirational
Milestone’ was published to mark ESB’s
75th Anniversary in 2002.
Special Interest – Social and Cultural,
The development is widely considered
to have provided the framework for
the social, economic and industrial
development of the country.
Special Interest – Scientific
Fisheries
In 1935, the Shannon Fisheries Act gave
over the entire fishing rights of the
Shannon to Electricity Supply Board
(ESB) This left the Board with a major
responsibility to ‘preserve, maintain
conduct and manage’ the fisheries of
the entire Shannon catchment. The
harnessing of the river at Ardnacrusha
did not change the environment for fish
life in the upper Shannon, but it created
an obvious entry and exit problem for
migratory fish.

The gushing water coming from the base
of the dam attracts them to the fish pass
entry point and they swim in. The fish

pass then fills up and lifts them to the top
of the dam from where they swim out
into the headrace and from there to the
Shannon. Nearly all eventually make it
through the fish passes provided by ESB.
Typically 3000 - 4000 salmon ascend the
Ardnacrusha pass each year. The
remainder of the returning cohort access
the upper reaches via the recreational
fishery on the original river at
Castleconnell Co. Limerick and the
alternative fish pass at Parteen.
25

Special Interest - Social
At its peak the Shannon Scheme
during construction employed up to
5000 people of which 4000 were
Irish workers.

19th Feb 2004

Special Interest - Technical
The development of Ardnacrusha is
significant in technical terms due to
the following:
• Its role in the technology transfer and
its contribution to the engineering
profession of Ireland. The scheme
provided the impetus for the
technical transfer of information
between the expertise of the
engineers from Siemens-Schuckert
who developed the project and the
passing on of this expertise and
knowledge from the German,
American, Canadian, Dutch, Swedish,
Swiss and Norwegian engineers to
the trained Irish engineers who then
took over the station.

26

• Ardnacrusha marked a breakthrough in
hydro-machine construction as the J.M.
Voith manufactured Kaplan turbine was
the first in the world to be built for a
maximum head exceeding 30m.
• This was the first national scheme
for the production, transmission,
distribution and sale of electricity in
the world.

27
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The Shannon has two migrating
species, salmon and eel. The salmon
travel across the north Atlantic in the
direction of the Faroe Islands and
Greenland to find cold salt water.
The eel travel toward the Atlantic
Ocean and onto the Sargasso Sea off
the southeast coast off North America.
On reaching the dam face at
Ardnacrusha, they are delayed in their
passage upstream and in 1959 a
Borland lift was built at Ardnacrusha
Power Station to facilitate the salmon
and eel in travelling upstream.

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

19th Feb 2004

24. Map of Shannon Scheme. 25. Fish Farm at Parteen. 26. Drawing Section of Kaplan Turbine Installed in 1934. 27. 220kV Transmission Station.
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ESB SHOP
& DEPOT

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 4322/08
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

Carmody Street, Ennis

Local

ESB Ref: CE-SS-4322/08
Categories
of Special Interest:
Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 15th December 2003

Summary
A detached, single storey, flat roofed
depot near the centre of Ennis town.
There are two single storey buildings
located on the site, the depot
and shop building, and the telecommunications building.
The site was purchased in 1962 and the
retail property constructed in 1969.

2
15th Dec 2003

1

Technical (T)

Description & Materials
The showroom faces onto Carmody
Street and the rest of the building sits
behind. The corner elevation on
Carmody Street and Kilrush Road is clad
with granite panels. There is profiled
metal cladding to the fascia which is
raised providing a parapet. Aluminium
framed floor to ceiling glazing is
applied to the shopfront.
The remainder of the building is clad
with a brick outer leaf. Clerestory
lighting is applied throughout except to
the store. The building stretches the full
depth of the site and comprises stores,
offices, a showroom, canteen and
toilets located off a central corridor. It
has a gross floor area of 386.5m2.

15th Dec 2003

Structurally the building is built on a
reinforced concrete frame with
reinforced concrete ring beams.
Reinforced concrete beams are applied
to the large spans over the store. The
floor is constructed of a cast in-situ
concrete slab. The roof comprises a
ribbed slab with asphalt covering.
The communications building is single
storey, detached on a rectangular plan
with a flat roof and of concrete block
construction supporting timber joists.
It has a gross floor area of 10.8m2.
A 2.4m high solid concrete block wall
with precast concrete capping encloses
the yard which is accessed via metal
gates. There is also an underground
diesel tank, a diesel pump, a substation,
a steel telecommunications mast and
an Esat cabin located on the site. The
rear of a terrace of two-storey retail
buildings on Kilrush Road backs onto
the site.
The total area of the site is 0.15ha
(0.37 acres).

3
15th Dec 2003

County CLARE

4
15th Dec 2003

1. View of Main Building from Carmody Street. 2. Main Entrance. 3. Interior of Showroom. 4. Rear Elevation.
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Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 4322/08
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only
Local

ESB DEPOT
& OFFICE

ESB Ref: CE-N-4322/08
Categories
of Special Interest:
Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Station Road, Clonroadmore,
Ennis

Social (SO)

1

Technical (T)

18th Feb 2004

Summary
A single storey detached flat roofed
depot building at the front of the site
with storage facilities to the rear
situated on the edge of Ennis town on
Station Road. The present use of the
entire property is as an ESB store and
depot. Located on Station Road on
the edge of the town the property is
bounded on the east side by the West
Ennis railway line. The front of the site
faces south onto Station Road.
The earliest purchase date of the site
was 1974 and the property was built
in 1976. The property will be extended
and refurbished during 2004/2005.

construction supporting an asphalt flat
roof on timber joists. The elevational
treatment comprises concrete block
outer leaf with wet dash finish around
floor to ceiling hardwood framed
windows and precast concrete cills.
The fascia has a sand and cement
rendered band painted blue. The
entrance bay is recessed and is clad
with grey engineering brick.
Stores Building
The gross floor area of the stores
building is 158m2. The building
comprises a single storey four-bayed
structure on rectangular plan built on
a reinforced concrete frame. U-beams
span the width of the building
supporting a flat felted roof on decking.
The store building is accessed through
hardwood doors and a metal roller
shutter door. The blockwork is rendered
externally with a wet dash render finish
and above this there is a sand and
cement plastered band painted blue.
The site is enclosed by palisade fencing
and there is a surface water culvert on
the site which facilitates adjoining
properties. The site is zoned for light
industrial use.
The site area is 0.57ha (1.43 acres).

2
18th Feb 2004

3
18th Feb 2004

4

County CLARE

Description & Materials
There are two single storey buildings
located on the site. In addition to the
depot building, the site also houses
a stores building and compound,
a vehicle wash area and fuel pump with
apron area. An enclosed pole storage
area is located to the rear of the site.
The main depot building comprises
offices, printing room and toilets.
The rear wing is accessed separately in
the yard and comprises a drying room,
toilets and a canteen. Structurally
the building comprises a concrete
frame to the front with cavity wall

Date Of Survey: 18th February 2004

18th Feb 2004

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. Side Elevation. 3. Rear Elevation of Depot. 4. External Yard and Stores Building.
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Andrew Stewart

Photographer:

Andrew Stewart

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 4084/12

ESB DEPOT

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Church Street, Ennistymon

Record Only

ESB Ref: CE-N-4084/12
Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 8th September 2003

2
8th Sep 2003

3
8th Sep 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A detached single storey hipped
pitched roof building on a rectangular
plan facing west onto Church Street in
a picturesque setting in Co. Clare.
Built in a more traditional style than
many of the other depot buildings, this
structure is in a scenic location built
opposite a 19th Century Neo-Gothic
style church building. The property
comprises a single building consisting
of a supervisor’s office, workshop and
crew facilities with a depot yard and
parking space. The site is adjoined by a
terrace of housing, a public open space
and a laneway.
The site was purchased by the ESB
in 1972 and the property was built
in 1974.

County CLARE

Description & Materials
The building comprises offices, a
workshop, a store, locker rooms and
toilets. The doors to the rear of the
building onto the yard are of timber,
and set in timber frames. The gross
floor area of the building is 177m2.
The structure comprises cast in-situ
concrete floor, cavity wall with
brick outer leaf, supporting timber
prefabricated roof trusses, sarking felt,
battens and fibre cement slates.

1
8th Sep 2003

The elevational treatment comprises
redbrick stretcher course outer leaf,
surrounding
aluminium
framed
windows and precast concrete cills. The
corner entrance bay consists of two
panels of floor to ceiling aluminium
framed glazing.
The building is set back from the road
providing a landscaped area and some
car parking to the front.
The rear yard is used for storage
of equipment and vehicles. There is
car parking to the front of the building.
The rear depot yard is enclosed both by
the building itself, a dashed rendered
concrete block wall with precast
concrete capping and is accessed
through galvanised steel gates.
The rear of the site is enclosed by post
and wire fencing and a low concrete
wall. The boundary is not defined
to the front where it merges into public
open space which has since become
absorbed into the Council housing
scheme. There is a surface water
drain on the site which facilitates
adjoining properties.
The site area is 0.39ha (0.97 acres).

4
8th Sep 2003

1. View of Main Entrance onto Church Street. 2. Main Entrance. 3. Vehicular Access and Side Elevation. 4. Side Elevation.
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Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 4728/15
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

1
15th Dec 2003

Summary
The property is a detached, single
storey hipped pitched roofed building
on a rectangular plan at the front of a
rectangular depot site facing north
onto Fahy’s Road at the edge of Kilrush
town in Co. Clare. The property is
located next to a school and opposite a
fair green.
There are two single storey buildings
located on the site and comprise
the depot building and the telecommunications building. A concrete
post and chain link fence which is
approximately 2.4m high encloses the
rear yard. A telecommunications mast,
an Esat cabin and underground fuel
storage tanks are also located on the site.
The property was designed by the architect
Pluinchéad O’Ceallacháin in 1973.

ESB DEPOT

Categories
of Special Interest:

Fahy’s Road, Kilrush

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 15th December 2003

ring beam supporting pitched steel
trusses with profiled steel sheets on
battens and purlins. Metal profiled
cladding is applied to the ring beam
under a galvanised steel seamless
gutter. The concrete blockwork external
leaf is rendered with roughcast wet
dashed wall finish on a smooth
plastered plinth finish. The windows are
framed with bronze aluminium and two
roof lights provide light to the corridor.
The gross floor area of the
communications building is 8.62m2. It
is of simple construction and consists of
concrete blockwork walls supporting a
pitched roof covered with fibre cement
slates. The communications building
has a single sash aluminium framed
window and hardwood door.
The site area is 0.27ha (0.68 acres).

2
15th Dec 2003

3
15th Dec 2003

County CLARE

Description & Materials
The gross floor area of the depot
building is 275m2. The building
comprises a former showroom,
cash office, supervisor’s office, and
workshop and crew facilities built on a
rectangular plan. Structurally the
building comprises concrete blockwork
construction with a reinforced concrete

ESB Ref: CE-N-4728/15

1. View of Main Entrance onto Fahy’s Road. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. Window Detail.
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POWER STATION
Moneypoint, Kilrush

Judith Doherty

Photographer:

Judith Doherty

Field Controller:

Peter CArroll

O.S. Ref: Ref. 7-2 D

ESB Ref: C-N-7-2D

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional
National
International

Cultural (C)

✔ Historical (H)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

✔

Scientific (SC)
Technical (T)

✔
✔

Summary
Moneypoint is Ireland’s only coal fired
Power Station. It has a current
generating capacity of 915MW. It is
designed to burn a wide range of
internationally traded coals.

2
19th Feb 2004

The station is located on the River
Shannon Estuary, near Kilrush in Co.
Clare. Shannon Ferry Limited currently
operates two purpose-built ferries on its
service across the Shannon Estuary from
Tarbert, Co. Kerry to Killimer, Co. Clare.
The project for the construction of the
power station commenced in 1979
with the commissioning taking place
for the three units of 305MW each in
1985, 1986 and 1987 respectively.
Description
Site
The original site area was 146ha and
this was increased with a reclaimed area
of 24ha resulting in a total site area of
170ha.

3
19th Feb 2004

County CLARE

Background
Part of the rationale for the construction
of Moneypoint was that ESB decided to
increase its fuel source diversity and so
undertook the construction of this

1
19th Feb 2004

major coal-fired Power Station.
In the building of the station it was also
necessary to build an associated coal
port capable of handling bulk carriers
of up to 250,000 dwt approx. The
station has a current capacity
of 915MW; however, provision was
made for a further unit of 305MW
which was not built.
The location was selected because of its
natural features with the site having a
natural rock foundations and a deep
water facility which could be developed
to take vessels up to 250,000 tonnes.
ESB in-house engineers and project
managers carried out the planning,
environmental impact assessment,
conceptual design, system design,
detailed design of civil works from initial
site investigation to construction
drawings,
detailed
design
of
mechanical balance of plant systems
and control and instrumentation,
detailed design and installation of all
electrical systems, selection of plant
parameters, plant specification, tender
evaluation, quality control, supervision
of construction commissioning, plant
operation and maintenance.

4
19th Feb 2004

1. Aerial View of Power Station. 2. Administration Building. 3. Crane Off-loading Coal. 4. Interior of Crane Room.
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POWER STATION
Moneypoint, Kilrush

5
19th Feb 2004

Prior to the specification writing for the
major items of plant, an in-depth
evaluation of the latest technology
available was carried out on boiler,
turbine, coal handling land ash
handling equipment. ESB engineers
carried out extensive hydraulic studies
to test the effects of the discharge of
large quantities of cooling water into
the Shannon Estuary and a special jetty
was built to accommodate the bulk
carriers. The Jetty is 380m long and
carried on 425 steel piles of average
length of 50m driven through the river
bed into the rock.
Coal Port and Coal Yard
The coal is imported by large bulk carriers
(30,000 to 250,000 dwt) and discharged
by coal handling plant on the deep water
jettys. The coal storage and handling
facilities consist of coal stacking/reclamation
equipment and conveyor belts which
convey the coal to the boiler bunkers.
There are four bunkers per boiler with a
capacity of 400 tonnes each. From the
bunkers the coal is extracted by twin belt
feeders and delivered to the pulverising
mills where it is ground to a fine powder in
order to ensure complete combustion in
the furnace.

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

Pulverised Fuel Ash (PFA)
A by-product of coal firing is pulverised
fuel ash. Coarse ash is collected under
the furnace in the ash hopper and fine
ash is collected under the precipitator in
the hoppers. From these the ash
is transferred to the disposal area
which has a capacity of 3,000,000m2
although a portion of the ash is
available for industrial purposes such as
the cement industry.
Administration Building
The workshops and canteen contained
within the control building form part
of the generating station complex.
The administration building is a four
storey reinforced concrete and brick
building, is 2100m2 and constructed
with ribbed floor with roof slabs with a
2m deep downstand beam around the
perimeter.

6
19th Feb 2004

Canteen
The canteen is a single storey structure of
some 810m2 with a flat in-situ concrete
reinforced concrete slab roof over the
kitchen area and a steel framed copper
clad pyramidal roof over the canteen.
7
19th Feb 2004

8

County CLARE

Workshop
The workshop has a power floated slab
incorporating numerous complex bases.

19th Feb 2004

5. External View of Generating Hall. 6. View of Conveyor Belt. 7. Coal Storage. 8. Krupp-Ardelt Crane Head.
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POWER STATION
Moneypoint, Kilrush
(continued)

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

9
19th Feb 2004

Turbine Hall
The pulverised coal ignites and burns in
the boiler which is lined with water wall
tubes. The water is converted to steam
in the tubes and the steam from these
pass into the steam drum and onto the
super heaters where it is connected to
the turbine at 16.47MN/m2 and 540ºC.

10
19th Feb 2004

Moneypoint 915MW coal-fired power
station consists of three 305MW units
based on natural circulation boilers and
reheat steam turbines. The plant is directcooled using estuarine water.
It consists of dual-purpose boilers and
can produce steam from coal or oil
where required.
Equipment was procured on the
international market and the station has
U.S. manufactured boilers, Swissmanufactured turbines, and auxiliary
equipment from many countries, selected
on the basis of lifetime cost-effectiveness.
The steam turbo-alternators were built in
Switzerland There are three turbines of a

manufacturer and type: Brown Boveri,
four-cylinder, single shaft impulsereaction.
Chimneys
The flue gas which leaves the furnace is
discharged into the main flue and
the chimneys. Each chimney is 225m
in height.
Transmission
The electricity produced by the turbine/
generator is fed through phase
segregated busbars to the generator
transformer where the voltage is
stepped up to 400kV for feeding into
the National Grid.
Oil Storage Tank
The power station has two oil storage
tanks with a capacity of 50,000 tonnes.
This oil is capable of providing the same
capacity of 915MW in the event of coal
being unavailable.

11
19th Feb 2004

County CLARE

12
19th Feb 2004

9. Interior of Control Room. 10. Interior of Turbine Hall. 11. Interior of Turbine Hall. 12. Coal Unloader Crane.
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POWER STATION
Moneypoint, Kilrush
(continued)

13
19th Feb 2004

Refurbishment Works
Between 1991 and 1995 ESBI were
responsible for the design, specification,
procurement, engineering and contract
management of the replacement of the
existing firing equipment with low
NOx burners and the replacement of
the existing boiler protection and
burner management systems with new
microprocessor based systems which
were integrated with the plant
distributed control systems.
Environmental
ESB's policy on conservation and the
environment resulted in the plantation
of thousands of trees and shrubs
around Moneypoint. This in turn
provided excellent shelter for birds and
animals, and increased the range of
wildlife that flourishes in the locality.

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

reference point for the operation of
large coal fired stations by a number of
international utilities.
Special interest - Historical
The site is located on the site of an old
school called Killimer National School
from 1895.
Special Interest – Social
During construction the station
employed up to 1600 people on the
site with materials purchased from the
local area.

14
19th Feb 2004

Awards
Moneypoint was the first ESB generation
station to achieve the voluntary
international environmental management
system standard ISO 14001.
15
19th Feb 2004

17

16

19th Feb 2004

19th Feb 2004

13 Schematic Diagram of Generating Process. 14 Oil Storage on Site. 15 Arial View of Generating Building from Crane.
16 Plaque to Commemorate Site of Former Killimer School. 17 Substation.

County CLARE

Special Interest – Technical
The latest technology used in
Moneypoint has been used as a
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O.S. Ref: CE067/07+

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Moneypoint, Kilrush

ESB Ref: CE-PG-067/07+

08+11+12

Record Only
Local

08+11+12
Categories
of Special Interest:
Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

1

Technical (T)

19th Feb 2004

Summary
Moneypoint Visitor Centre is a single
storey open-plan builing used to
contain working models of Moneypoint
and other ESB power stations to provide
the visitors and educational tours with
an overview of the Power Station.
It is located at the main entrance gate
site entrance of the power station near
Kilrush, Co. Clare with landscaping and
car parking facilities.
2
19th Feb 2004

The Visitor Centre designed by ESB
International commenced in 1984 and
was completed in June 1985.

Description & Materials
The property is a single storey masonry
building designed to provide large
areas of uninterrupted wall space for
display purposes. There are a number of
projected windows to each elevation
and the glazed roof has been designed
to follow the shape of the roof to the
main power station.
The roof design mirrors the profile of the
power station roof and consists of a
space deck exposed internally with
natural lighting surrounding the interior.
Within the visitor centre there is a
working model depicting electricity
being generated, a large model
showing a complete overview of the
station layout and a scaled model of the
internal generating plant on display.
Special Interest - Architectural
The use of a steel space frame roof
structure in 1985 to provide a columnfree space, and to provide maximum
wall space and natural light internally.

3
19th Feb 2004

County CLARE

4
19th Feb 2004

1. Aeriel View of Visitor Centre. 2. View of Roof to Visitor Centre. 3. Interior of Open Display Area. 4. One of wall mounted maps in Visitors Centre.
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Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 4618/6
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only
Local

1
10th Sep 2003

Summary
The property is a detached, single
storey, office and storage building
on a corner site with a rectangular
shaped plan and a recessed entrance
space. The rear yard contains
an ESB substation, telecommunications
building and a vehicle wash-down area.
The store is accessed from this yard.
The building lies at the front of the site
with a rear service yard accessed from
the side and is surrounded by other
commercial buildings in this relatively
new town centre.
The date of construction of structures
on the property is 1982. The architects
were Bowman & Quaid.
Description & Materials
The building is rectangular in plan with
the showroom and store located
at either end of a central corridor.
The staff areas and offices lie on either
side of this corridor. The showroom
area is located to the front corner of

ESB Ref: CE-SS-4618/6
Categories
of Special Interest:
Archaeological (AG)

DEPOT
& RETAIL SHOP

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Shannon Town Centre

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 10th September 2003

the building with ancillary staff and
storage accommodation to the rear.
The service access yard is located to the
rear of the site.
The building consists of concrete block
construction supporting a pitched roof
with fibre cement slates and ridge
tile covering. The fibre cement slates
are applied to both the fascia and
wall cladding. The remainder of the
cladding consists of a nap sand cement
plaster finish and painted white.
The front elevation of the showroom
and lobby is composed of floor to
ceiling glazing. The windows and
doors are framed in bronze coloured
aluminium. The yard at the rear is
enclosed by a 2.1m high concrete block
wall with precast concrete coping, and
the area to the front of the building is
both paved and landscaped.

2
10th Sep 2003

Total area of the site is 0.18ha
(0.46 acres) and the area of the main
building is 324m2.

3
10th Sep 2003

County CLARE

4
10th Sep 2003

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. Landscaping to Side Elevation. 4. Interior of Office Area.
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O.S. Ref: 6382/10

ESB Ref: CC-SS-6382/10

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District
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Regional
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National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 19th November 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property comprises a single ground
floor unit in a two-storey building
adjoining a three-storey period building
located in a commercial zone in the
heart of Cork City next to other retail
premises in a dense urban fabric.

2
19th Nov 2003

Cork City Council - CORK

3

Located in Cork City, Academy Street
lies between Patrick Street and Emmet
Place, and is situated in the middle
of a terrace and adjoins three and
four-storey properties on either side.
The unit does not occupy the entire
ground floor of the building, and is
adjoined by other retail premises.
Description & Materials
The present use of the entire property is
as ESB offices and showrooms. The
building is symmetrical in elevation
with 16 bays including two pedimented
end bays. The large sales area is at the
front of the unit with the cash desk to
the side with offices and staff facilities
to the rear, and a service yard beyond
which opens out onto a rear lane. The
showroom is entered from the street
through two sets of double doors. The
gross floor area of the unit is 692m2.

1
19th Nov 2003

The showroom runs the depth of the
main part of the building and is three
bays deep. The canopy on the front
elevation overhangs the footpath.
The floor is of cast in-situ concrete
and the roof is of cut timber pitched
construction. The building has a
concrete framed structure.
The front elevation consists of floor to
ceiling glazing surrounded by smooth
plastered block. The glazed shopfront is
set in an aluminium frame and large
PVC windows provide natural light to
the first floor. The parapet to the front
elevation incorporates an attractive
cornice detail.
The total area of the site is 0.084ha
(0.21 acres).
Special Feature – Architectural
There are attractive pedimented end
bays with feature window and
balconies. A decorative dentillated
cornice parapet detail extends the full
width of the front elevation linking both
of the end bays.

19th Nov 2003

4
19th Nov 2003

1. View of Front Elevation from Academy Street. 2. Interior of Showroom. 3. Rear Elevation and Car Parking. 4. Shop Entrance.
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O.S. Ref: 6384/B

ESB Ref: CC-ECB-6384/B

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

Local

ESB OFFICE
BUILDING

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Unit 9, Eastgate Business Park

Social (SO)

1

Technical (T)

12th Jan 2004

Date Of Survey: 12th January 2004

Summary
The property is a detached flat roofed
two-storey office building located in a
large business park on the outskirts of
Cork City.
The building is situated next to similar
buildings in a largely commercial and
industrial area.
The property was built in 2001.
Description & Materials
The property consists of a first floor
office unit in the two-storey building
and is occupied by ESB International.
The building is square in plan
and composed of five bays with
stairwell towers on either side of the
main entrance.

2
12th Jan 2004

Structurally the building consists of a
steel frame supporting precast concrete
floors and a flat roof. The windows are
large aluminium glazed units.
The office space is mainly open-plan.
The building is clad with insulated
metal panels and feature reconstituted
stone to the stairwell towers.

3
12th Jan 2004

4

Cork City Council - CORK

A car park is located in front of the
building, and this is separated from
the road by a landscaped grass verge
and footpath.

12th Jan 2004

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. View of Eastgate Business Park. 3. Interior Office Accommodation. 4. Interior Office Accommodation.
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ESB Ref: CC-SS-1606
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Heritage Evaluation:
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Marianne Keane

Photographer:
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Date Of Survey: 2nd March 2004

Technical (T)

1
2nd March 2004

Summary
The property consists of a detached
single storey pitched roofed building
located at the edge of a pitch &
putt course.
The property is situated on the outskirts
of Cork City near Douglas and was
constructed in 1984.

Cork City Council - CORK

Description & Materials
The property comprises a small
clubhouse, car park and pitch & putt
course. The club house is located at the
front of the site next to the car park.
It comprises a small office, toilets and
changing rooms. The terrain is largely
flat and is landscaped and well
maintained. There is a planted area
between the car park and the building.
The club house is of simple
construction and consists of two-leaf
blockwork construction supporting an
asymmetrical pitched roof supported
on timber trusses. Windows are PVC
and are protected externally by wire
mesh cages. The external surface
consists of blue painted smooth plaster
render to blockwork.
2
2nd March 2004

Special Interest - Social
This facility forms part of ESB Sportsco
in Cork. Ref: ESB Sportsco Co. Cork.

3
2nd March 2004

1. View of Club from Pitch & Putt Course. 2. View onto Pitch & Putt Course. 3. View of Front Elevation from Main Car Park.
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View of Marina Power Station from Lower Glanmire Road
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ESB Ref: CC-PG-6383/7
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Date Of Survey: 10th February 2004

Technical (T)

✔

Summary
Marina Power Station is a gas fired power
generating station. The station is a key
landmark building located on the River
Lee in the south Cork docks close to the
city centre. The first phase of
development of the Power Station was
completed in 1954 with further
significant phases of the stations evolution
being completed in 1964 and in 1979.

2
10th Feb 2004

Cork City Council - CORK

3
10th Feb 2004

Originally designed as a coal or oil fired
station when it was commissioned in
1954, Marina ‘A’ Station comprised two
30MW steam units and was primarily
fuelled by coal. The building was
extended in the early 1960’s and
Marina ‘B’ Station was commissioned in
1964 incorporating an additional
60MW unit.
In the context of the discovery of
natural gas off the southern coast of
Cork, it was decided in the late 1970’s
to convert the station to combinedcycle configuration by the addition of a
gas turbine unit and a heat-recovery
boiler increasing the stations capacity
to 205MW. The converted station was
re-commissioned in 1979 and has
operated since then with consistently
high availabilities and efficiencies.

1
10th Feb 2004

This year celebrates the 50th year of the
Marina Generating Station since its
commissioning in 1954. The station
currently has a total electricity
generating capacity of 115MW.
Description and Materials
The Marina (Navigational walk) was
built from reclaimed mud and gravel
dredged from the River Lee. The site
was part of the old Cork Park
Racecourse which opened in 1869. The
racecourse closed in 1917 to make way
for the development of the Ford car
plant. The surrounding area is largely
industrial in use with adjoining
properties consisting of a vehicle
storage depot, a coal storage yard, Cork
Boat Club and directly across the river
the station faces a dry dock. The oil tank
farm on the far side of the Centre Park
Road which formerly served the station
is in ESB ownership and is leased to
third parties.
The Marina site was an ideal one for
such a station with a pre-existing wharf,
good road infrastructure and adequate
space for expansion and adaptation of
the complex.

4
10th Feb 2004
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1. View of Power Station from Lower Glanmire Road. 2. Ariel View of Site Context.
3. Elevated View of Administration Wing, Transmission Compound and 10kV Switchgear House. 4. View of Power Station from Riverside Dock.

POWER STATION
Marina

5
10th Feb 2004

The wharf was one of the most
important factors, for it enabled the
supplies of fuel to be landed literally at
the front door of the station, a
transporter grabbing a ton of coal at a
time from the hold of a collier, and
dumping it on a conveyor belt which
transferred it to the coal yard.

encloses the stations entrance courtyard
and transmission compound on two
sides.

The primary elements of the current
Power Station complex comprise a
small entrance control building, the
1954 Marina ‘A’ Power Station Building
and Administration wing, the 1964
Marina ‘B’ extension to the station,
10kv Switch Gear House, the original
reinforced concrete chimney stack, the
1979 detached Combustion Turbine
Building, the transmission compound,
the wharf to the river and associated
ancillary buildings. The curtilage of the
site originally included a large coal
storage yard which extended to the
Centre Park Road boundary. The former
ESB Southern Regional Head Quarters
building is located adjacent to the
entrance to the site and is leased to
third parties.

The cross section of the Power Station is
organised as three distinct volumes
which tier from three to six storeys in
scale and are layered in parallel on an
approximately North South axis.

The main building consists of the
following elements: Administration
Wing, Turbine/Generator Hall &
Auxiliary Block, Boiler Houses, ancillary
facilities & workshops.

The Administration wing varies from
three to four storeys in scale, running
perpendicular to the main axis and is
connected to the northern end of The
Turbine/Generator Hall completing the
L-shaped building footprint.

6
10th Feb 2004

Turbine/Generator Hall
The Turbine/Generator Hall is approximately five storeys in scale, the massing
of which is concealed and reduced by a
three storey auxiliary building volume
forming the façade to the east.
Internally the Turbine/Generator Hall
varies in volume from three to five
storeys in height locally depending on
functional requirements. The northern
end of the space is full height which

7
10th Feb 2004

8

9

10th Feb 2004

10th Feb 2004

5. View of 110kV Compound with Original Power Station and Combustion Turbine Boiler Building in background. 6. View of 10kV Switchgear Building.
7. End Elevation of Turbine/Generator Hall. 8. Elevation of Power Station to River Lee. 9. Detail of Fenestration.

Cork City Council - CORK

Generating Station
The Marina ‘A’ & ‘B’ Power Station
Building occupies an L-shaped footprint
at the northern end of the site and

Date Of Survey: 10th February 2004
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POWER STATION
Marina
(continued)

Date Of Survey: 10th February 2004

10
10th Feb 2004

allows plant to be replaced and delivery
of equipment via the loading bay at
ground level.
The Turbine/Generator Hall features a
steel frame structure which is of a high
level of design and fabrication. The
space is naturally lit via a series of apex
roof lanterns which highlight the
visually light steel lattice trusses that
span the space.
11
10th Feb 2004

Boiler Houses
The original Boiler House is the largest
volume in the complex and features
deep section steel frames with riveted
connections from which the original
boilers, hoppers and associated plant
were suspended. The detail, articulation
and fabrication of this steelwork is of a
high quality.

12
10th Feb 2004

The Turbine/Generator Hall volume was
extended in 1964 as an extrusion of the
original plan form, steel framed
structure and elevational expression.

Administration Building
The administration offices, original
station control room, workshops and
stores are located in this wing of the
overall building. A high floor to ceiling
level is incorporated at ground floor
which maximises natural light to the
main offices and workshops on that
floor. The building varies from three to
four storeys in scale with the change in
massing resolved elegantly by the
projection of the entrance staircase
tower on the entrance facade. This
structure adjoins the main Generating
Building with the palette of materials
and architectural expression being
consistent throughout.

Car Park

10. Interior View of Marina A Boiler House. 11. Detail View of Marina A Boiler House Structure.
12. Interior View of Bunker Bay. 13. Elevation Detail of Marina B Boiler Building.

LP
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10th Feb 2004
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Structural elements are expressed with
continuous vertically laid sinusoidal
cladding with operating floor levels
expressed in patent ribbon glazing and
flat panel spandrels.

Concrete

Cork City Council - CORK

The Boiler House volumes are approximately six storeys in scale and are
located to the rear of the Turbine/
Generator Hall. The original Boiler
Houses are no longer in use but the
large voids where plant and ancillary
equipment was located remain.

This phase of construction incorporated
an additional boiler house structure
which is free standing of the original
boiler house volume. This steel framed
structure is clad in a combination of
built up cladding and a glazing which is
in striking contrast to the expression of
the original building.

POWER STATION
Marina
(continued)

14
10th Feb 2004

Although no longer in use, the control
desk, instrumentation panels and
general fit-out of the original station
control room remain.
10kV Switchgear Building
Located between the entrance to the
Administration Building and the
Transmission Compound, this building
varies from one to two storeys in scale
and is articulated in a similar architectural language to the main building.
The roof is of flat roofed concrete
construction and expressed as an
exposed tapered overhang.

Combustion Turbine Building
Located south of the original Power
Station the Combustion Turbine
Building is the most recent phase of
development. It is detached from the
rest of the buildings and is two to three
storeys in scale with the exception of its
boiler and chimney structure which
echo the scale of the original concrete
chimney. This element is characterised
by the exposure of services and plant
locally and the visual dominance of the
steel chimney and metallic coloured
cladding.
The building is composed of three
sections: turbine, unloading bay and
generator section. It is largely a sealed
unit of steel frame construction and
clad in light coloured profiled metal
system which is in strong contrast to
the solidity and presence of the original
buildings form and materials.

Special Interest - Technical
To enable the rapid development of a gas
field discovered offshore in the 1970's,
Ireland was one of the first European
Countries to use large industrial gas
turbines. Four General Electric Type
Frame 9B (85MW) gas turbines were
installed at Aghada and Marina, with the
Marina machine in combined cycle
repowering an existing steam turbine. It
was commissioned in 1979.
Special Interest - Architectural
The architectural expression of the
original Power Station exemplifies a
rationalist approach in a modernist
idiom. Skilful massing and elevational
composition communicate the varied
processes and spaces concealed by the
large scale, visually solid brickwork
volumes.
The red brick facades of English garden
wall bond incorporate well proportioned and articulated openings.
These are organised into multiple bays
with a strong vertical emphasis. The
end facades of both the Turbine Hall
and original Boiler House feature
window openings running the full
height of the façade incorporating
recessed stack bonded red brick
spandrel panels. This composition
echoes a stripped classicism and affords
the building a heroic and temple like
scale when viewed from the opposite
bank of the River Lee. The openings
incorporate well proportioned single
glazed steel framed windows which
give the façade a more human scale
when viewed from a more intimate
vantage point. Low pitched roofs are
utilised throughout concealed by
parapets, which further emphasise the
strongly geometric building forms.

15
10th Feb 2004

16
10th Feb 2004

17

Cork City Council - CORK

Concrete Chimney Structure
The original concrete chimney of ‘slip
form construction’ stands next to the
original boiler houses but is not in use.
An exposed steel framed vertical truss
structure which formally supported the
oil exhaust still stands next to this
chimney stack.

Date Of Survey: 10th February 2004

10th Feb 2004

14. Interior View of Turbine/Gererator Hall. 15. View of Combustion Turbine Building.
16. Detail of Combustion Turbine/Boiler Building. 17. View of Original Concrete Chimney Structure.
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Technical (T)

Summary
The complex comprises four buildings
which include an administration
building, store, garage and training
building, large depot and car parking
area on a large landscaped site.

2
23 March 2004

The site is located in Wilton, a suburb of
Cork City, near other residential and
commercial areas. An additional ESB
site of undeveloped land lies to one side
of the depot. The buildings are set back
from the main road with parking and
landscaped areas to the front of the site.
The site was purchased in 1976 and
the buildings constructed from 19821983. The administration building was
constructed in 1985 and was designed
by architects Kelly & Barry.

Cork City Council - CORK

Description & Materials
The present use of the entire property is
as ESB offices and depot.

3
23 March 2004

Administration Building
The administration building consists of
offices, locker rooms and a canteen
with protruding concrete stair towers
on either side. The gross floor area is
4282m2 and this building has a lift
running between the ground and first

1
23 March 2004

floor levels. The ESB National Call
Centre is located here.
Structurally the building is composed
of a concrete grid frame, supporting
precast concrete ribbed slabs, covered
with a cast in-situ slab. The roof deck is
of similar construction to the first floor
and also supports a pyramid shaped
glazed roof covering the top of the
feature light well and a large plant
room located centrally. The elevations
comprise a brown brick outer leaf with
expressed structure surrounding large
floor to ceiling window openings and a
deep fascia.
City Group and Apprentice
Training Building
The city group and apprentice training
building has a gross floor area of
1057m2. This is a twelve-bay rectangular
planned building comprising stores,
offices, lecture rooms and workshops.
Most of the rooms can be accessed
directly from the courtyard. The front
elevation is of brown brick where a
pitched roof and protruding bay
window feature.

4
23 March 2004
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1. View of Main Front Entrance to Administration Building 2. View of Administration Building from Open Green Space
3. First Floor Interior Office Accommodation of Administration Building 4. View of City Group and Apprentice Training Building

ESB DEPOT
STORES
& OFFICES
Wilton
5
23 March 2004

Stores Building.
The stores building is a ten-bay
concrete portal framed building with
brick outer leaf cladding and blockwork
inner leaf with corrugated metal
cladding and insulated corrugated
metal cladding to roof with roof
lighting. It has a floor area of 1192m2.
Garage
The garage is an eight-bay steel portal
framed structure with brickwork
cladding and roller shutter doors
accessing each bay. The garage has a
gross floor area of 1157m2 and contains
a pit for servicing vehicles, a store, a
capital tools pit and a welding bay.
A mezzanine level on the end bay
contains stores, an office, toilets
and canteen.

Date Of Survey: 23rd March 2004

ESB Wilton was designed as a
purpose-built suburban complex to
accommodate the ESB Southern
Regional Engineering headquarters.
The total area of the site is 6.7ha
(16.18 acres).
Special Interest – Architectural
The pyramidal glass roof light in the
administrative building above the first
floor is a feature designed to flood the
central space with light and enhance
the open-plan office areas.

6
23 March 2004

7
23 March 2004

8

Cork City Council - CORK

The site is enclosed by a 2.5m high
chain link and palisade fence.The four
buildings located on the site surround a
central tarmacadam surfaced courtyard
containing petrol pumps and a telecommunications mast. Parking is
located to the front, with machinery
parking in the courtyard. There are
enclosed compounds to the rear of the
site behind the stores building.

23 March 2004

5. Citygroup and Training Building with Garage in Background. 6. Transport Workshop. 7. Adjoining Greenfield Site. 8. Main Stores Building.
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Summary
Aghada Station is one of the largest
natural gas-fuelled power stations in
Ireland. The total station capacity is
593MW.
Aghada is strategically located on a 64
ha (158 acre) site close to the entrance
of Cork Harbour. It is adjacent to Irish
Refinery Plc and Haulbowline Island,
home to the Irish Naval Service and
formerly Irish Steel. Sited to take
advantage of the natural gas resource
off the coast of Cork, it comprises two
separate parts divided by the main
Midleton/Whitegate Road and linked
by a bridge.
The building was constructed in 1978.
The thermal unit was commissioned in
1980 and the three combustion turbine
units in 1981/82.

2
6th February 2004
19th March 2004

Description & Materials
The Power Station consists of a large
concrete chimney stack, generating hall
with attached administration building,
a concrete pier for water intake, three
combustion turbines, a water treatment
building, a large store, a canteen and a
fire pump building.A pumphouse at the
foreshore pumps water via a large

1
6th February 2004
19th March 2004

concrete culvert to the turbine condenser
for the 270MW unit. The water is
routed from the condenser via an outlet
culvert back to the estuary. As of 2004,
the workforce at the Station is approximately 80 people; 30% are shift workers,
the remainder in engineering, maintenance,
administration and ancillary services.
Sea water is pumped in through two
pumps built in a pumphouse on the
foreshore. The height of each of the
combustion turbines is 65 metres and
they are housed in the large steel framed,
profiled metal clad generating hall.
The Power Station site comprises two
separate parts divided by the main
Midleton/Whitegate Road and linked
by a fly-over bridge. The site has views
westwards across the water towards
Cobh. The surrounding landscape is
largely rural except for views of an oil
refinery in the distance.
In 1971, Marathon discovered substantial
reserves of natural gas in the Celtic Sea
about 33 miles south of Cork Harbour, in
the seabed below. As there was no
natural gas infrastructure in place at that
time, Aghada Power Station was built
close to where the gas came ashore in
1980.

County CORK

3
6th February 2004
19th March 2004

1. Aeriel View of Aghada Power Station 2. View of Power Station from Cork Harbour 3. Administration Building
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POWER STATION
Aghada, Whitegate

4

5

6th February 2004
19th March 2004

6th February 2004
19th March 2004

Future natural gas supplies in Ireland have
been ensured by an undersea pipeline
from Scotland which comes ashore in
North County Dublin.
Attached to the station lies the
generator transformer, with workshops
to the rear. Other buildings on site
include the ESB store, water treatment
plant and fire pump, and a canteen
building. The pumphouse is a reinforced concrete box structure with a
deep basement for water intake
through a screening system. The site
stretches out to a pier which is where the
water is sucked in through two
alternating pumps. The hollow concrete
pier contains the pump room below deck
and is reinforced by steel trusses.
Administration Building
On entering the site a security building
is located in front of the canteen.
To the right is the administration building.
It is attached to the generating hall by a
glass stairwell. This four-storey building is of
concrete frame construction and sits on a
rectangular plan. The elevational treatment
consists of precast concrete panels to the
upper storeys with floor to ceiling glazing
and brick to the ground floor.

Generating Hall (270MW unit)
The main Power Station is made from a
steel frame with lattice trusses and has
huge steel stanchions supporting water
tanks and turbines. Various gangways
and gantries allow access for
maintenance and repair. At a high level
natural light is provided through glazing.
Two permanent cranes span the width of
the main generating hall. The control
room is located centrally on plan. The
boiler house element is twleve storeys in
height. The generating hall is seven, both
are flat roofed with prominent projecting
parapets, high level clere-storey glazing
bands and large areas of translucent
curtain wall glazing.
The building provides for the temporary
removal of and checking the turbine
and equipment during periods of
overhaul. The turbine is lifted from its
position by the permanent crane and
carried over to the full height space at
the end of the building for inspection
and repair. Translucent glazing lights the
side wing areas which are utilised as vital
extra space during overhauls. It is clad
with profiled metal cladding over a
brown brick base with clerestory
glazing of translucent glass above.

8
6th February 2004
19th March 2004

6
6th February 2004
19th March 2004

7
6th February 2004
19th March 2004

4. Aghada Chimney Stack 5. Main Façade to Administration Building 6. Interior of Generating Hall
7. View of Turbine Overhaul in Generating Hall 8. View of Aerator within Generating Hall 9. View of Store Building

County CORK
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19th March 2004

Date Of Survey: 6th February 2004
19th March 2004
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POWER STATION
Aghada, Whitegate
(continued)

10

Date Of Survey: 6th February 2004
19th March 2004

6th February 2004
19th March 2004

The steam boiler was provided by
M.A.N. of Germany while Alsthom
Atlantique of France provided the
steam turbine generator and the three
combustion turbine generators.

11
6th February 2004
19th March 2004

Generating Units
The in-filled harbour site, where Unit 1
stands, was enlarged by excavating
over 500,000m3 of material from the
hillside opposite, and the three combustion turbines (CT11, CT12, CT14)
were situated in the large arena thus
created. Unit 1 is a conventional steam
turbine plant of 270MW capacity.
CT11, CT12 and CT14 are three open
cycle gas turbines, with a combined
capacity of 270MW each has a stack
65m high.
There is a 53MW peaking plant
supplied by Pratt Whitney USA. Total
station capacity is therefore 593MW.
Chimney Stack
The chimney stack lies next to the
generating hall of the 270 MW unit and
is made of reinforced concrete. It is
152m high.

12
6th February 2004
19th March 2004

Canteen
The canteen is located behind the
entrance to the Station and consists of a

steel frame with floor to ceiling glazing.
This is a bright open-plan building with
high ceilings and sits around a central
courtyard with glazing to all sides.
Water Treatment and Store Buildings
Also located on the site are other
buildings such as the water treatment
building, the store, the pump house
and the security office at the gate.
These are of steel framed construction
and clad with brown brick and brown
profiled metal cladding and have
clerestory lighting.
Special Interest - Historical
Aghada derives its name from the Irish
expression Ath Fhada, meaning the long
ford or Long point, a rocky finger of land
projecting into Cork Harbour on which
the Station is built. Because of its strategic
location, close to the harbour entrance,
Aghada is an area rich in history.
In 1690 a fort in the harbour was the
first stronghold taken by John Churchill,
Earl of Marlborough and ancestor of the
Churchill family, when his forces
attacked and captured Cork in a
campaign which culminated in the
Battle of the Boyne.

County CORK
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6th February 2004
19th March 2004

10. View of Original and New Chimney Stacks 11. Interior of Canteen 12. Generating Building 13. View of Former Turbine During Overhaul
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POWER STATION
Aghada, Whitegate
(continued)

14
6th February 2004
19th March 2004

During the First World War the United
States Navy built an air-base in the
nearby village of Lower Aghada where
the Tennis Club is today.
The harbour, between the Power
Station and Cobh, was the main
assembly point for the West Indies Fleet
which annually sailed in a convoy of
several hundred sailing craft to trade
with the New World.
Spike Island, a mile distant, has
operated as both prison and a military
fort for more than 150 years.
The United States Navy built its naval
air operations headquarters in Aghada
during the First World War to counter
the threat posed by German U-boat
activity. The nearby coastline has
witnessed many maritime disasters
most notably the wrecking of
The Celtic, one of the truly great ships of
the 1920s. In more recent times, a
cluster of industries ranging from oil
refining and steel making to ship
construction grew up in this area.
The Irish Steel facility, now closed
and demolished, is just across the
water while the nearby oil refinery,
Irish Refining plc passed into state
ownership during the 1980s.

Built in an era of deep recession and
trade union activity, the construction of
the Power Station at Aghada was
remarkably trouble-free. An extract
from the Cork Examiner at the time
provides a reminder of the construction
period: "It is good, in these gloomy
days, economically and weatherwise, to
be able to note quiet progress in an
area where there had hitherto been
much controversy. We refer to the
coming on stream of the giant ESB
plant at Aghada, Co. Cork, where
electricity is now being generated from
the natural gas field off Kinsale."

Date Of Survey: 6th February 2004
19th March 2004
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14. View of Canteen Building 15. Water Intake from the Pumphouse 16. Store Building 17. Water Treatment Building 18. Image of Overhaul of Turbine.
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Technical (T)

Summary
A detached, single storey, flat roofed
depot building and former shop located
on an L-shaped site with rear yard and
gravel storage in raised area at the back
of the site.

2
4th Feb 2004

Located in a low density satellite town
close to Cork City, the site is situated
between a mixture of residential and
industrial buildings. The property
consists of one single storey, east facing
building located on the L-shaped site.
The property is adjoined by housing to
one side and warehouses on the other.
The property was built in 1980.

3

Description & Materials
The building can be described as two
rectangular blocks consisting of a retail
unit to the front with an adjoining
depot sited perpendicularly to the rear.
The gross floor area of the building is
380m2. The retail building consists of a
display area, offices, canteen and
toilets. The depot building contains
stores, offices and toilets and has
additional profiled metal clad lean-to
storage attached rear gable end.

4th Feb 2004

The appliance store serving the shop is
located in the depot wing.
The structure of the building is
composed of cavity wall construction
with brown brick outer leaf to rear
elevations and plastered blockwork to
front elevation and internal blockwork
leaf throughout. The floor and roof
slabs are cast in-situ concrete slabs.
Suspended ceiling tiles are applied
throughout, except in stores.
The front elevation is described as three
bays with floor to ceiling glazing set
in aluminium frames to the showroom
bay, and plastered blockwork with
clerestorey windows to the remaining
bays. A deep fascia is applied around
the roof edge forming a band at the top
of the elevation.

County CORK

The site is enclosed by a 1m high wall
to the front of the site and a 2.5m high
post and wire fence to sides and rear of
site. Access to the site is off the new link
road via wide blue-painted steel gates.
There is a separate pedestrian access
across the front of the site providing for
the right of way. Public parking and a
landscaped grass area is provided at the
front of the site. The rear yard is
concealed by the building itself, a high
wall and large double gates. The tarmac
surfaced yard has a number of
structures including a loading bay, a
telecommunications mast and building
which is enclosed by galvanised steel
fencing. The rear of the yard is used as
a gravel storage area.
A right of way exists along the front of
the site which is used to service an
industrial park to the south of the site.
The site area is 0.78ha (1.93 acres).

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View from Entrance to Rear Yard. 3. View of Depot Yard.
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8th March 2004

Summary
The property consists of a detached
single storey building consisting of
a depot building and shop, with
customer parking to the front and
a service yard to the rear.
It is located near other industrial sites
on Glasslinn Road behind Plunkett
Street in Bandon. The building is
situated centrally on the site.
The property was constructed in 1979.
Description & Materials
Discreetly situated on the edge of town,
the building is set back form the road
with customer car parking and
landscaping to the fore. The property
houses the area office, shop and depot
along with a rear service yard
containing loading platform, a petrol
pump, a portacabin and training poles.
Double gates at the side of the building
provide access to the rear yard.
The temporary portacabin is located in
the rear of the yard along with a petrol
pump and training poles on a
compacted gravel surface.

Technical (T)

The building can be described as
symmetrical in plan with the showroom
to the front located centrally, and
offices workshops and staff facilities
located behind on a rectangular plan.
The northwest facing front elevation
appears as a plain brown brick wall
with no front glazing and a largely
glazed
central
showroom
area
protruding into the front car park.
Windows are aluminium framed, with
alternating full length and clerestory
glazing to showroom. The roof is
flat with a raised roof over the shop
and is supported by solid masonry
construction. Consisting of a single
storey with a gross floor area of 368m2,
the building is accessed via a ramp and
steps through double doors.

Date Of Survey: 8th March 2004

2
8th March 2004

The temporary portacabin to the rear
has an area of 22m2.
The site area is 0.42ha (1.04 acres)
and is enclosed by 2.5m high
palisade fencing.

3
8th March 2004

County CORK

4
8th March 2004

1. View at Front Entrance. 2. View of Rear Yard. 3. Front Elevation from Glasslinn Road. 4. View of Shop Interior.
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Date Of Survey: 3rd February 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
An attractive detached single storey
pitched roofed depot building facing
east on a rectangular plan at the edge
of the enclosed storage yard and depot.
The pale turquoise and cream colour
scheme reflects the seaside town colours.

2
3rd Feb 2004

The property is located on the edge of
the town of Bantry close to the harbour.
The property enjoys views of the
surrounding hills and is largely
concealed from the harbour views by a
2.4m high stone-faced wall built
around the perimeter of the site.
Located in Bantry Bay in a picturesque
setting, the property consists of a single
storey depot building, a washer slab
and fuel tank located in an enclosed
yard. The site layout is sensitive to
its surroundings with double gates
at the entrance opening onto the
harbour road.
The property was built in 1991. The
architects were ESB International.

3
3rd Feb 2004

Description & Materials
Also located on the property is a
concrete service area with fuel tank and
pump enclosure that is not presently in
use. In addition a large container for

County CORK

4
3rd Feb 2004

1. View of Main Elevation. 2. View of Front Entrance. 3. View of Depot Yard. 4. View of Building Interior.
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1
3rd Feb 2004

storage is located next to a hoist crane
towards the far end of the site.
The yard is generally used as a parking
area for ESB vehicles and is left largely
clear with only some storage of poles
and wire spools.
The building itself consists of stores,
offices, a canteen and staff rooms located
off a central corridor on a rectangular
plan. The gross floor area of the
building is 193m2. The front elevation
essentially consists of three bays with
large PVC windows providing for bright
internal spaces. The building is
composed of concrete block work
cavity walls supporting timber trusses
on a cast in-situ concrete floor with
linoleum covering. A roughcast render
is applied to the external concrete block
work and smooth plaster painted
render is applied around the opes. The
building is heated with electrical
storage heaters. The site is surrounded
by a 2.4m high random rubble wall and
palisade fencing to the rear. This site
originally formed part of the old railway
station yard, and this is acknowledged
in a plaque beside the main entrance.

Surveyors Name:

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 6654/5

ESB Ref: C-SS-6654/5

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

ESB RETAIL SHOP
New Street, Bantry

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

1

Technical (T)

3rd Feb 2004

Summary
An attractive single storey flat roofed
terrace building.
The property consists of a flat roof
single storey retail building located on a
terrace in the centre of Bantry town
on the main shopping street. It is
adjoined on either side by two and
three-storey retail units and partially
adjoins courthouse at rear.
The property has a side door providing
direct access to rear rooms of the
building and was, perhaps, originally
created to facilitate a former right of
way through the property.

Date Of Survey: 3rd February 2004

area of the building is 105.49m2.
The building is of block work
construction on a cast in-situ floor
slab supporting a concrete cast in-situ
roof slab. Suspended ceiling tiles
are applied internally. The front
elevation consists of floor to ceiling
glazing set in blue aluminium frames
surrounded by block work with a
smooth painted plaster render.
The title of the site is leasehold with 160
years starting in 1915.

2
3rd Feb 2004

The property was built in 1958
and refurbished by ESB in 1992. The
architects for the refurbishment were ESB
International.
Description & Materials
The building consists of a showroom,
cashiers’ offices, store, supervisor’s
office, kitchen and toilets. The
showroom is located to the front with
cashier’s office behind in the middle of
the plan. A glazed corridor providing
access to rooms at rear runs the full
length of the building. A roof light is
provided to the supervisors area at the
back of the building. The gross floor

3
3rd Feb 2004

County CORK

4
3rd Feb 2004

1. View at Front Entrance. 2. Front Elevation from New Street. 3. View of Street Context. 4. View of Shop Window.
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Surveyors Name:

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Carrigadrohid

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 1406

ESB Ref: C-PG-1406

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
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of Special Interest:
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✔
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Date Of Survey: 4th February 2004

2
4th Feb 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
This power station is one of two
hydro-electric Power Stations in the Lee
Valley located 14km from Cork City on
the Cork to Macroom Road and was
built during the period 1952-1957.
The two ESB Power Stations on the Lee
have a combined capacity of 27MW
with Carrigadrohid having a capacity
of 8MW.
The dam and hydroelectric power
station of Carrigadrohid is located
upstream from Inniscarra in the Lee
Valley just off the Cork to Macroom road.
Together with a concrete dam built in
1957, there is an adjoining generating
hall and administration building.
Description & Materials
The Power Station comprises three
blocks of varying height on an almost
symmetrical plan with the generating
hall at the centre. It is sited adjacent to
the dam to one side of the river.

3
4th Feb 2004

Generating Hall
The generating hall is of steel and
concrete framed construction, and is
designed in an austere minimalistic and
modern style. It stretches to almost four
storeys overground and is flat roofed.

1
4th Feb 2004

The elevation consists of pebbledash
rendered block work surrounding
precast concrete window cills and steel
framed windows. Two-storey flat roofed
blocks sit either side of the generating
hall with glazing in a high level
clerestorey band throughout, except
for a side elevation where the glazing
runs vertically down the building.
The generating plant in the station
is comprised of a vertical shift Kaplan
turbo generator which operates under
an average head of 13m.
Dam
The length of the dam is 130m. It is
22m high and it has three sluice gates
for flood control these gates can
discharge up to 600m3/Sec. The sluice
gate operating mechanism is reached
via a series of steel ladders affixed to the
concrete dam structure, a large gantry
crane which is used to lower dam beam
gated stand on top of the dam wall.
The dam is significantly lower than that
at Inniscarra.
A galvanised steel control tower is
situated at the top of the dam.

County CORK

4
4th Feb 2004

1. View of Power Station. 2. View of Power Station from Top of Dam. 3. View of Spillway. 4. Front Elevation of Generating Hall.
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HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Carrigadrohid

5
4th Feb 2004

Fish Pass
The Borland type fish pass in the dams
ensure that the fish can move easily up
and down the river.

the stocks in the river both for the
commercial fisherman and the anglers.

Special Features
A number of houses built in the 1950s
are located at the entrance to the
Power Station. These were formerly in
the ownership of the ESB and used to
house the workers. They have since
been sold off.

The upper portion of the lake at
Carrigadrohid is an area known as the
Gearagh. It is probably the only alluvial
forest in Western Europe. It was formed
at the end of the last Ice Age when the
ice cap that covered Ireland for
thousands of years melted and a new
river flowed down to the sea, depositing
rich soil and rock fragments which
provided for lush growth existing to this
day. This area, which is owned by the
ESB, was declared a nature reserve in
1987 under the 1976 Wildlife Act. In
winter, up to 5,000 wild birds take
refuge there.

There is a fish hatchery at Carrigadrohid
where over one million salmon smolts
are produced each year. These go to
stock many Irish rivers and lakes but
over 100,000 are released into the River
Lee, below the dams. They go into
the sea for some years but return to
the River Lee to spawn, sustaining

Date Of Survey: 4th February 2004

Special Interest –
Scientific/Environmental

6
4th Feb 2004

7
4th Feb 2004

8

4th Feb 2004

4th Feb 2004

County CORK

9

5. View Demonstrating Open Spillway Gates. 6. View Across Top of Dam. 7. Interior of Generating Hall. 8. Turbine Generator. 9. Spillway Gates in Operation.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
Cross Roads, Carrigaline

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 6510/12

ESB Ref: C-N-6510/12
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Date Of Survey: 4th February 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
A single storey detached shop and depot
building at the front of the site with
service yard and stores to the rear located
near the crossroads at Carrigaline.

2
4th Feb 2004

3
4th Feb 2004

The property is located opposite a hotel
building and in front of a disused
quarry in a residential area on the
outskirts of the town. Also located on
the site are petrol pumps, a radio mast
and substation, loading bay, training
area for ESB Network staff and pole
storage yard.
The property was built in 1981.
Description & Materials
The depot and shop building is located
to the front of the site concealing
the rear yard. The building is rectangular in plan with the retail
showroom located centrally towards
the front and can be described as a flat
roofed three-bay building. The gross
floor area of the building is 354.39m2.
The depot building comprises a shop,
offices stores and staff facilities. The
shop is approached by a ramp or steps.
Floor to ceiling PVC framed glazing
forms the shop elevation with roller
shuttering on the inside.

County CORK
1. View of Front Entrance and Carpark. 2. View of Front Entrance. 3. View of Interior of Locker Room.
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4th Feb 2004

Structurally the building consists of a
wall of brick outer leaf and concrete
block work inner leaf supporting
pitched timber trusses with a slate roof
covering and a cast in-situ concrete
ground floor slab. The front elevation
consists of stretcher brickwork and
white PVC windows with precast
concrete window cills. A suspended
ceiling to roof interior is applied
throughout the building.
Customer parking is located to the
front, however temporary bollards
presently prevent vehicular access to
the front of the shop. Separate
pedestrian access is provided from the
public footpath through a landscaped
garden. The tarmac surfaced yard is
accessed through double gates at the
side of the building and is enclosed by
a 2.5m high post and wire fence with
evergreen trees and shrubs planted to
the side and rear. The storage area to
the rear on the right is enclosed by
additional security fencing and gates.
The total area of the site is 0.56ha
(1.39 acres).

Surveyors Name:

Jim McCarthy

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 6648/C

ESB Ref: C-N-6648/C

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
27th Aug 2003

Summary
A detached single storey depot building
on a rectangular site outside the
town of Castletownbere near other
industrial buildings.
The property is located on the outskirts
of Castletownbere and comprises a
rectangular site near other industrial
sites. The back of the site adjoins fields
and a beach is situated beyond these.
The property was built in 1977.
Description & Materials
The present use of the property is as
a depot and offices.
The building is flat roofed and rectangular in shape. It contains offices,
staff rooms and a store to the rear
with access from the yard through
hardwood double doors. A cast in-situ
concrete ramp provides for easy access
to these rear doors. A water storage
tank stands on the flat roof. The gross
floor area of the building is 114m2.
Structurally the building is composed of
concrete block inner leaf and
engineering brick outer leaf supporting
a metal deck roof covered with asphalt.
An eaves overhang surrounds the
building and is exaggerated at the main

Jim McCarthy

Photographer:

ESB DEPOT
Derrymihan West,
Castletownbere

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local
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Regional
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National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 27th August 2003

entrance where the corner is supported
with a steel column.
The floor comprises a cast in-situ
concrete slab.
Externally the building is composed of
selected brickwork finish on a plastered
plinth with deep aluminium profiled
fascia cladding panels. The entrance
lobby has floor to ceiling aluminium
framed double glazing with aluminium
framed sash windows on precast
concrete cills applied throughout.
Enclosed by chainlnk and post
fencing, the site also houses a telecommunications mast, a diesel fuel
pump and storage tank, and a concrete
loading bay. The yard is covered with a
tarmac surface and has a planted area
with precast concrete kerbing to one
side. On either side of the steel framed
entrance gates with steel mesh panels,
the front boundary wall is composed of
500mm solid concrete block work wall
and fencing with entrance piers and
precast concrete capping.
The site area is 0.2ha (0.5 acres ).

2
27th Aug 2003

3
27th Aug 2003

County CORK
1. View from Front Entrance . 2. View of Main Entrance to Depot Site. 3. View Showing Side Elevation and Depot Yard.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& SUBSTATION

Marianne Keane

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 6472/5+1606 ESB Ref: C-SS-6472/5+1606
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

Casement Square, Cobh

Marianne Keane

Photographer:
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Date Of Survey: 12th January 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
An end of terrace, single storey, depot
building and substation located in an
area of dense urban fabric.

2
12th Jan 2004

At the end of a Victorian terrace in
the heart of Cobh town, the property
forms part of the terrace in front
of Town Hall on Casement Square. The
Town Hall is located at the rear of
the square looking out to the sea.
Two and three-storey units adjoin the
property to the rear. Public parking
spaces are located in front of the shop.
The property was built in 1956.
Description & Materials
The property consists of a disused shop
and store with an enclosed rear yard
containing an ESB transformer, control
room and store. The property is
presently for sale and was formally an
ESB shop. However the substation to
the rear is still in use. Located on a
corner, the site is square in plan.
The building comprises showroom,
offices, kitchen, store, control room
with a rear yard which is accessed
from the side. The front elevation
presents as a blank façade with a small
inset shopfront.

County CORK
1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Casement Square.
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1
12th Jan 2004

Structurally the building is composed of
block work cavity walls with plaster
finish supporting a series of two
mono-pitched roofs covered with
shelter board insulation, felt and tiles.
The floor is a cast in-situ concrete slab.
A suspended ceiling is applied to
the shop.
The elevation is blank except for the
front of the showroom which consists
of floor to ceiling glazing in a twobay timber frame surrounded by a
traditional style timber shopfront.
The buiding is located near the old
White Star Line offices and quay where
passengers embarked on the ferry to
the ill-fated Titanic in 1912.
The gross floor area of the building
is 89.68m2.
Special Features – Historical
Jerome Connor (1876-1943) received
a public commission to design a
sculpture, the Lusitania Memorial
which is situated in the centre of the
town in Casement Square opposite
the ESB shop.

Surveyors Name:

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1204 + 6600/D ESB Ref: C-N-1204 + 6600/D
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only
Local

1
3rd Feb 2004

Summary
A large irregular site, located to the
south of the River Brewery with
two detached buildings consisting of
a shop and depot building, and a
large store. The site formerly bisected
the Cork-Dunmanway train line. It is
located beside the former Dunmanway
railway station and the site comprises
three buildings, parking and storage
yards. The building was constructed
during 1990/91. The architects were
ESB International.

Brook Park, Dunmanway

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)
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National
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International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Administration/Former Shop
The single storey, five-bay, pitched roof
administration building consists of
offices, staff rooms and a former showroom area on a rectangular plan. All the
rooms are located off a central corridor.
Structurally the building is composed of
a masonry brickwork outer leaf and
blockwork inner leaf on strip foundations
supporting a pitched timber truss. Ridge
guttering corresponds to the bays of the
building and downpipes are concealed
in the front elevation. The elevational
treatment is composed of brown
brick outer leaf surrounding brown
aluminium framed windows and brickwork
cills. The shopfront is composed of floor
to ceiling glazing with concrete bollards
at the front. The south elevation
incorporates a portico, and a profiled
metal canopy is applied to the north
elevation with independent access to
each of the rear offices.

Date Of Survey: 3rd February 2004

2
3rd Feb 2004

Store
The store building consists of a five-bay
steel portal frame and cast in-situ
concrete slab and is clad with brown
brickwork and profiled metal cladding.
Plant
A small single storey brick clad plant
building is located on the site between
the depot building and the store.
The total area of the site is 0.88ha
(2.18 acres).

3
3rd Feb 2004

4

County CORK

Description & Materials
The present use of the property is as a
depot and offices as the shop is now
closed. The depot and shop building is
located towards the front of the site at
an angle to the road, and surrounded
by car parking. Staff car parking is
provided inside the gates at the back of
the building. The gross floor area of the
depot building is 4965m2.
A large yard towards the back of the site
is used for storage and houses a large
portal frame store. A vehicle compound
is located in front of the store building
and beyond this lies an outdoor storage
area. The site is enclosed by brick-faced
walling and post and chainlink fencing
concealed by shrubbery. The depot and
shop are sited so that the main axis of
the building lies parallel to the former
train station building.

ESB DEPOT

Categories
of Special Interest:

3rd Feb 2004

1. View of Rear Elevation of Administration Building. 2. View of Front Elevation of Administration Building.
3. Store Building. 4. Interior View of Administration Building.
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Surveyors Name:
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& DEPOT

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 5959/12

ESB Ref: C-SS-5959/12

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

McCurtain Street, Fermoy

Andrea Fox

Photographer:
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Date Of Survey: 5th February 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
A two-storey, flat roofed five-bay shop,
with a store and depot area to rear on
a square-shaped site, on a north
facing terrace.
The property is located on McCurtain
Street, a main route through the town
of Fermoy. It adjoins other commercial
buildings on a terrace of two and
three-storey retail units.

2
5th Feb 2004

3
5th Feb 2004

Description & Materials
The property consists of a two-storey
retail and office unit, a flat roofed single
storey rear store with toilets, and a
parking depot area to the side.
Facing north onto the junction with
Abbey Street, the site is composed of
two formerly separate adjoining sites.
The street terrace appears unbroken
with the high wall to the yard having a
double height opening to allow larger
vehicles to gain access to rear yard.
The adjoining properties to the rear are
at a higher level due to the slope of
the site and therefore overlook the back
of the property.
The main building is rectangular in plan
with a flat roof and has a gross floor
area of 173.15m2. The showroom is
located to the front with storage and
staff areas to the side.

County CORK
1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View Showing Street Context. 3. View of Rear Elevation and Depot Yard.
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5th Feb 2004

An administration area and offices are
located behind the showroom. The first
floor contains more office space. The
building extends out to the rear yard,
with more flat roofed additions
providing extra office space.
The building is designed in a minimal
modern commercial style.
The front elevation consists of
floor to ceiling glazing set in hardwood
timber frames and surrounded with
painted brickwork at ground floor level.
The first floor elevation consists of
white-painted render finish with a
smooth render raised plaster band
surrounding the windows, with precast
concrete cills. There is green profiled
metal sheet above the vehicular entrance
and the front wall is of concrete
blockwork construction rendered with
plaster on the street side. A folding
metal door provides vehicular access to
the rear yard. Floors and roof slabs are
constructed of cast in-situ concrete with
selected roof membrane finish.
This property was formerly an ESB shop
and offices with a small depot area to
the rear accessed directly from
McCurtain Street There is a loading bay
on two levels at the rear.

Surveyors Name:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1808

ESB Ref: C-N-1808

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
5th Feb 2004

Summary
The development consists of two single
storey pitched roofed detached
buildings, located off a quiet laneway
in the town of Fermoy, between a
residential area and a former army
barracks. All access to the site is through
large 3m high steel security gates set back
on a sweeping entrance on a wider part
of the lane.
The site was purchased in 1969 and
built in 1994.
Description & Materials
The property consists of two buildings
positioned around the perimeter of the
site surrounding a storage yard and
depot. The building is traditional in
appearance. The entrance space is kept
clear with vehicular parking provided in
front of external storage space and the
buildings. The site is entirely enclosed
by a concrete blockwork wall with
rendered plaster finish and topped
with wire mesh fencing. It is faced
with limestone on the lane elevation.

ESB DEPOT
Showgrounds, Fermoy

Archaeological (AG)
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Artistic (AR)
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International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 5th February 2004

storage areas. Off an L-shaped central
hallway are located locker rooms, offices
and staff facilities. The gross floor area of
the administration building is 281m2.
The administration building consists of
cavity wall construction with dashed
plaster finish built on a cast in-situ
concrete floor slab supporting pitched
timber trusses. PVC double glazed
windows are used for the administration
building with precast concrete cills
surrounded by smooth render bands to
all structural opes. A cast in-situ solid
concrete footpath surrounds the
administration building.

2
5th Feb 2004

Store/Garage
The store/garage is rectangular in
plan with a pitched roof and a
storey-and-a-half internal floor to
ceiling height. Consisting of a garage,
store and small office area, the garage is
surrounded on two sides by a single
storey lean-to structure.
The materiality of the garage building is
similar to that of the administration
building. However door and window
frames are of hardwood and access is
gained via a concrete cast in-situ ramp
through a roller shutter garage door.
The gross floor area of the store
building is 107m2.

3
5th Feb 2004

The site occupies 0.32ha (0.79 acres).

4
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Administration Building
A bright well-proportioned structure, the
single storey administration building has
a pitched roof and is built on an
L-shaped plan resting on a concrete
plinth. The building has ramped and
stepped access, with rear and side

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

5th Feb 2004

1. View of Front Elevation of Administration Building. 2. View of Depot Yard. 3. Interior View of Canteen. 4. View of Front Elevation to Store/Garage.
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HYDROELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Inniscarra
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Photographer:

Andrea Fox
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O.S. Ref: 6379/B+1406 ESB Ref: C-PG-6379/B+1406
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Date Of Survey: 4th February 2004
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4th Feb 2004

3
4th Feb 2004

✔

✔

Technical (T)

1
4th Feb 2004

Summary
This power station is one of two
hydro-electric Power Stations in the Lee
Valley located 14km from Cork City on
the Cork to Macroom Road and was
built during the period 1952-1957.
It comprises a generating hall and
administration building located at the
base of a large buttressed reinforced
concrete dam. The two ESB Power
Stations on the Lee have a combined
capacity of 27MW with Inniscarra
having a capacity of 19MW.

and on arrival one passes a single storey
transformer building and enclosure and
arrives into the carpark facing the dam.
The building sits at the foot of the dam
in front of huge concrete buttresses.
The structures comprise a large
buttressed dam with incorporated fish
pass and a four-bay generating hall over
the turbines perpendicularly adjoining
an administration building. The two
structures are joined by a single storey
flat roof building which contains a
connecting corridor and roof lit workshop.

Description & Materials
The dam and buildings are situated on
a bend in the river in a picturesque
setting in the Lee Valley. Inniscarra Dam
is the lower and larger of the two dams
on the River Lee. Due to its proximity to
a large city, flood control and dam
safety are of major importance at
Inniscarra, particularly as areas close to
the river can be subject to severe
flooding. It involved the creation of two
lakes in the picturesque Lee Valley.
These lakes cover an area of 14 km2
(3,500 acres) and have a water storage
capacity of 45 million m3.
The entrance road slopes down into the
fir tree-lined valley onto the riverbank

Generating Hall
The generating hall is a four-storey
rendered flat roofed building designed
in an industrial minimalistic modernist
style. The hall comprises a steel and
concrete frame on a rectangular plan.
It is entered from ground level onto a
mezzanine which overlooks the tops of
the turbines and the control room to
the right. The hall internally is a large
bright and dramatic space. It is mainly
lit from one side through two bands of
glazing at the front and a high level
clerestory band from the rear. There is a
large overhead travelling crane which
traverses the entire space. The
generating plant in the station is

County CORK

4
4th Feb 2004

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View from Dam Towards Power Station. 3. View of Dam and Water Egress. 4. Interior View of Generating Hall.
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HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Inniscarra

5
4th Feb 2004

comprised of two vertical shaft Kaplan
turbo generators which operate under
an average head of 30 metres. The larger
generating unit has a capacity of 15MW
and the smaller unit has a capacity of
4MW. Power is generated at 10.5kV
and transformed up to 38kV for local
distribution and to 110kV for long
distance transmission.
Administration Building
This building is designed in the same
modern style as the generating hall.
It is slender and rectangular in plan and
comprises offices on two levels, a
conference room, a canteen and a firstaid room. The ground floor offices open
directly out onto the car park.
Structurally it is composed of a
twelve-bay concrete frame supporting
a flat roof slab.

Fish Pass
A fish lift and a crest gate motor are
located at the top of the dam. This
Borland type fish pass in the dams
ensure that the fish can move easily up
and down the river.
Awards
Inniscarra Hydroelectric Power Station
is the current holder of the National
Tidy Station trophy.
Special Interest - Artistic
A large painting by Robert Ballagh,
which is a tribute to Dr. Thomas
McLaughlin, hangs in the Generating
Hall of Inniscarra Power Station.
Special Interest - Social
The
lakes
at
Inniscarra
and
Carrigadrohid are environmentally
beneficial to the region and have a
great social interest, not from only a
scenic point of view but also because
they created new opportunities for
recreations such as boating, angling,
walking and for the provision of
lakeside parks. Approximately 8 million
gallons of water per day are taken from
the reservoir to serve the Cork city and
county water supply scheme.

6
4th Feb 2004

7
4th Feb 2004

Gate Towers
The gate towers provide for the lifting
of the 12m high spillway gates in times
of potential flooding.

8

County CORK

Dam
The dam is a concrete buttress dam and
is approximately 250m long by 42m
high. Hollow access chambers are
built into the dam to allow for
maintenance and repair, and access
the head level monitoring shaft. The
top of the dam has pedestrian access
which connects to the other side of the
river. The dam is over 40 years old and
has been upgraded to the highest
international standards. The construction
of the dam has greatly helped to control
the flooding further downstream in Cork
City and has a catchment of 1,400km2.

Date Of Survey: 4th February 2004

4th Feb 2004

5. View of Generating Hall and Spillway. 6. Main Entrance Driveway Approach. 7. National Tidy Station Trophy Image. 8. View Looking Downstream from Dam.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 5814/23+1210 ESB Ref: C-N-5814/23+1210
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

Earl Street, Kanturk

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 6th February 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consists of a three-bay,
single storey detached shop and depot
building located at the front boundary
of an enclosed site.
The building is located on the outskirts
of Kanturk town, facing southeast
toward the nearby River Allow and is
situated next to residential dwellings.
The site was purchased in 1975 and
built in 1978.
2
6th Feb 2004

Description & Materials
The building is traditional in
appearance and consists of a series of
three staggered blocks, each with
pitched roofs. Mature landscaping is
employed to the front of the main
roadside elevation.
The first block contains stores and
offices, the centre block contains offices
and staff areas, and the third block
contains what was formerly the shop.
The gross floor area of the building
is 346.13m2.

3
6th Feb 2004

1
6th Feb 2004

consists of traditional dashed plaster
render and brown aluminium framed
sash windows. The former showroom is
lit naturally from two sides with floor
to ceiling glazing to the front and tall
slit windows to the side. This bright
space contains a large hardwood
panelled counter at the back sitting in
an arched alcove.
To the rear of the building are enclosed
yard facilitates with staff parking,
vehicle store area, pole storage area and
an enclosed loading bay. This is
accessed by painted steel double gates
to the side of the building. The pole
storage occupies a designated open
area in the yard. In addition two
portacabins are located within the yard
and provide additional temporary office
space. Customer parking is provided
to the front of the shop bay and is
accessed directly from the road.
The total area of site is 0.46ha
(1.14 acres).

Structurally the building is composed of
blockwork cavity walls supporting
pitched timber trusses, with an in-situ
cast concrete floor slab covered with
linoleum. The elevational treatment

County CORK

4
6th Feb 2004
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1. View of Front Elevation onto Earle St.. 2. View of Front Elevation and Adjoining Property. 3. View of Rear Elevation from Depot Yard.
4. Former Shop Interior View.

Surveyors Name:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 6374/B

ESB Ref: C-N-6374/B

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
3rd Feb 2004

Summary
The property consists of a detached
single storey ESB depot and office
building adjoining an enclosed yard
containing parking, storage, a loading
bay and a pole training area.
The site is located between a residential
estate and industrial area on the north
edge of St. Colman’s Park housing
estate, near other industrial buildings.
The rectangular site is orientated on a
north-south axis with the front of the
building facing south.
The property was built in 1979.
Description & Materials
The building is a flat roofed modern
commercial building. The property is
currently used as an ESB depot.
However the front area of the building,
originally designed as the showroom, is
now leased to the Department of Social
Welfare. Access to this area is via the
front entrance only. Customer and
public parking is provided in front of
the Social Welfare Office with ESB staff
and machinery parking in the enclosed
yard to the rear.
The elevational treatment consists of
red brick outer leaf with brown

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

ESB DEPOT
St. Coleman’s Park, Macroom

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

✔

Date Of Survey: 3rd February 2004

aluminium framed glazing and a deep
fascia concealing the lattices trusses.
Solid hardwood doors are employed
with some hardwood framed glazed
doors to offices and floor to ceiling
aluminium framed glazing to showroom area.
The site is enclosed by a low red brick
wall at the front next to the public footpath, a 2.4m concrete blockwork wall
along the side boundary, and a 2.4m
chain link and concrete post fencing.
The plan comprises offices, stores, a
workshop and staff rooms located off a
central corridor. This steel framed
building is composed of square
stanchions supporting steel lattice
trusses and purlins with a flat profiled
metal deck roof covered with asphalt.
The floor is constructed of a cast in-situ
concrete slab covered with linoleum.
A suspended ceiling is applied throughout except in the store areas.

2
3rd Feb 2004

The gross floor area of the building
is 301m2. The total area of the site is
0.37ha (0.934 acres).
Special Interest - Technical
The property has been used as a pole
training area for ESB Networks staff.

3
3rd Feb 2004

County CORK

4
3rd Feb 2004

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. External View of Rear of Building. 3. Interior View of Canteen Room. 4. Interior View of Storeroom.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT
William O’Brien Street,
Mallow

Marianne Keane

Photographer:

Marianne Keane

Field Controller:

Peter carroll

O.S. Ref: 5953/11

ESB Ref: C-N-5953/11

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 12th February 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
Two single storey flat roofed buildings
located either side of a central depot yard.
The property is located at the top of
William O’Brien Street and Muddy Hill
beside three-storey retail units, and in
front of a car park. The street slopes
down from the site so the building
sits on a plinth.
The property was developed in 1952.
2
12th Feb 2004

Description & Materials
The property consists of two flat roofed,
single storey buildings built either side
of a long central cast in-situ concrete
surfaced yard. The use of the property is
as an ESB depot and retail shop.
The entrance to the yard is along the
central axis of the site. The buildings are
in a modern commercial style. The yard
is accessed via galvanised steel gates.
A telecommunications mast is located
towards the front of the site with
separate off-street access. The front of
the site faces west. The site is enclosed
by the buildings themselves and a 3m
high nap plaster finished wall. Parking is
provided in front of the yard boundary
and in the yard itself.

County CORK
1. View of Front Elevation onto Great William O’Brien Street. 2. View of Front Elevation and Yard Entrance.
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1
12th Feb 2004

Retail Unit
The single storey shop building consists of
a showroom to the front with offices and
a storeroom built on a linear plan. The
elevation of the shop comprises painted
plaster finish to blockwork surrounding
large timber framed windows with public
access to the shop gained via a ramp and
steps with metal handrails.
The gross floor area of the offices and
shops is 176m2. Pebbledash finish is
applied to the walls of the buildings and
boundaries in the yard.
Depot
The depot building consists of a drying
room, canteen and staff facilities.
An external rear store is located behind
this building and is enclosed by
galvanised steel sheeting. The gross
floor area of the canteen, stores and
toilets is 109m2.
The total area of the site is 0.05ha
(0.02 acres).

Surveyors Name:

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 6343/21+1806 ESB Ref: C-N-6343/21+1806
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

1
5th Feb 2004

Summary
The property consists of two detached
single storey buildings which are
located on a site on the edge of town
bounded by a river and a road and
adjoining housing to one side.
The property is located in the
Coolbawn area at the edge of Midleton
town and is composed of a large yard
with two single storey buildings located
on it. Adjoining the site on two sides is
a river bank and on the third side there
is private housing.
The development was built in 1971 and
extended in 1988 and 1999.
Description & Materials
The site is entered via a sweeping
entrance next to a bridge over
the adjoining river. In addition to the
office and store buildings, a telecommunications mast and building, a
petrol pump and storage bays for poles
and cables are on the site.

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Broderick Street, Midleton

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

buildings
comprise
cavity
wall
construction supporting two sets of
adjoining prefabricated pitched timber
roof sitting at 90o to each other.
Suspended ceiling tiles are applied
throughout along with carpeting on a
cast in-situ concrete floor. The modern
traditional
elevational
treatment
comprises a dashed render to the
outside surrounding PVC framed
windows and concrete roof tiles.
The front entrance has a glazed canopy
supported by steel stanchions. The gross
floor area of the office is 279m2.

Date Of Survey: 5th February 2004

2
5th Feb 2004

Store
The store is a detached single storey
pitched roof building with a floor area
of 158m2 and is located to one side of
the entrance to the site. The gross floor
area of the store is 158m2. A simple
plan, the building comprises cavity
walling with roughcast render to
outside and fair face treatment
to the interior. The store is accessed via
a cast in-situ ramp and roller shuttering.
The site is enclosed by a 2.4m
high blockwork wall with rough cast
render to the front and one side and
chainlink and concrete post fencing at
the riverbank boundaries. Parking is
provided throughout the site; however
the front is reserved for public use with
rear yard parking providing mostly for
machinery parking.
The total area of the site is 0.63ha
(1.55 acres)

3
5th Feb 2004

4

County CORK

Depot/Offices
The
office
building
formerly
incorporated a showroom and is
located just inside the gate parallel to
the road. The building was later
converted to provide extra office space;
therefore some of the original opes
were blocked up to accommodate a
new layout. The present form of the
building is a rectangular plan with an
adjoining square bay and includes
offices, a canteen, a telecom room and
staff locker rooms. Structurally the

ESB DEPOT

Categories
of Special Interest:

5th Feb 2004

1. View of Front Elevation of Office Building. 2. View of Main Entrance from Bridge. 3. Front Elevation of Store Building. 4. View of Office Building and Carpark.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
Main Street, Midleton

Marianne Keane

Photographer:

Marianne Keane

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 6343/16+21

ESB Ref: C-SS-6343/16+21

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 12th January 2004

2
12th Jan 2004

3
12th Jan 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
A single storey, flat roofed, terraced shop
with traditional style front, built in the
1930s located on Main Street Midleton
adjoining an arched laneway and
three-storey commercial buildings on
either side. The property is located
on the main street of Midleton town.
The south-east facing property is
surrounded by other commercial
properties. Located on an L-shaped site,
property comprises a shop, offices and
stores. A laneway running along the side
of the shop provides for a right of way
for all light public and ESB traffic, and
access for adjoining and rear properties.
There is a partially demolished barn
accessed from Thomas Street and an
additional ESB garage located in the
laneway. A corner of a rear property
adjoining the rear storage yard was
purchased by ESB in 1992.

County CORK

Description & Materials
The property comprises of a single
storey terrace building adjoining
three-storey traditional style commercial
buildings on either side. The property
consists of a shop which is currently
unused with offices to the rear and store
facilities. The single storey building
occupies a narrow site with an area of
120m2. There is a hardwood timber

4
12th Jan 2004
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1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Side Alleyway and Right of Way.
3. View of Elevation of Barn onto Side Lane. 4. View from Main Street showing Adjoining Properties.

1
12th Jan 2004

framed glazed entrance lobby at the
front of the showroom, with the
cashier’s desk and office to the rear.
An additional entrance to the building
is accessed from the side lane.
Structurally the building is composed of
solid concrete block work walls
supporting steel structural I-sections
and a cast in-situ concrete roof slab and
membrane finish. The ground floor
consists of a cast in-situ concrete slab.
The partially demolished barn to rear is
accessed from Thomas Street and has
solid concrete blockwork support piers
to rear blockwork wall providing lateral
support. The Thomas Street elevation of
the barn is composed of a random
rubble boundary wall painted pink with
an arched double door.
The front elevation appears as a
traditional style shop front with plaster
cornicing to the head of window opes,
solid hardwood panelled main entrance
door to showroom with glazed fanlight
and hardwood frames.
The total area of the site is 0.026ha
(0.065 acres ).

Surveyors Name:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1606

ESB Ref: C-SS-1606

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local

1
10th Feb 2004

Summary
A detached two-storey, steel framed
sports club building built on a
rectangular plan with playing fields to
the rear of the site, set in a rural location
on the outskirts of Cork City near the
new Ballincollig Bypass currently under
construction. Nearby, the new Cork
Greyhound Track is located on what
was formally a football ground.
The property was acquired by ESB
in 1982.
Description & Materials
The building is sited lower than the
approach road so the entrance sweeps
down into the site arriving at the car
park and building at the front of the site.

ESB SPORTS CLUB
Sportsco, Curragheen Road,
Bishopstown

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

✔

Technical (T)

The sports hall is built of a steel portal
frame with concrete blockwork
between bays. The main building is of
steel framed construction with
rendered concrete outer leaf. Lighting
to the sports hall is completely artificial
with no roof lighting. This hall is used
for indoor soccer, badminton and
basketball. Internal wall finishes consist
of painted concrete block and the floor
is covered with green linoleum. There is
a window of toughened glass at first
floor level overlooking the hall which
gives views from the bar area. The
remainder of the ground floor consists
of changing rooms, a snooker room
and stores.

Date Of Survey: 10th February 2004

2
10th Feb 2004

A large open-plan bar and lounge,
located on the first floor, has a raised
seating area to the back and a dance
floor/darts area at the front. There is
also a separate function room which
has independent access to the bar at
the side. Also on this floor is located a
conference room and occasional store.
Special Interest – Social
Sportsco is the popular name for the
ESB Sports Association. Sportsco is a
leading leisure facility within the Irish
leisure industry and aims to provide the
very best in sports facilities and
amenities for its members.

3
10th Feb 2004

4

County CORK

The building is rectangular in plan and
consists of a single storey double-height
sports hall to the rear and two storeys
to the front under a pitched roof. A
later additional block was introduced
on the football pitch side of the
building. The first storey overhangs
the ground floor at the front and is
supported on circular steel sectioned
columns, providing a portico to
the ground floor externally. Elevation
treatment is quite plain to the soccer
pitches with an external concrete
plaster render throughout with PVC
window frames.

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

10th Feb 2004

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. Rear Elevation onto Pitches. 3. Main Elevation onto Carpark. 4. View of Main Entrance Elevation.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
Cork Road,
Rathluirc (Charleville)

Tom Mullaney

Photographer:

Tom Mullaney

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 5413/13

ESB Ref: C-N-5413/13

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 23rd March 2004

Technical (T)

Description:
A detached single storey flat roofed
building constructed in 1979 located at
the front of a depot site at the edge of
Charleville town.
Parking is provided to the front and
there is an enclosed yard to the rear
containing telecommunications mast.
The rear yard is concealed from the road
by a brick wall and steel framed gates.
2
23rd March 2004

The yard is used for vehicular storage
and is accessed through steel gates.
The grey brickwork is carried across the
front boundary of the depot yard.
There is a pole storage area to the rear
of the site.
Description & Materials
The building is designed in a 1970s flat
roofed modern commercial style.
The building comprises offices, a former

1
23rd March 2004

showroom, locker rooms, toilets, workshops and store rooms.
Structurally the building comprises a
steel frame with cast in-situ concrete
floor and metal deck roof. The building
is clad with grey engineering brick
outer leaf and blockwork inner leaf.
Clerestory lighting is applied throughout. The front elevation is composed of
alternating panels of brickwork with
vertical glazing panels between. The
building has floor to ceiling glazing
framed in aluminium to the front of the
former showroom. The deep blue-painted
fascia emphasises the horizontality of
the building.
A suspended ceiling is applied
throughout except over the store to the
rear of the building. There is a public
car parking area to the front of the site.

3
23rd March 2004

County CORK

4
23rd March 2004

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. View of Front Elevation. 3. Interior View of Workshop. 4. View of Depot Yard and Pole Storage Area.
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Surveyors Name:

Marianne Keane

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 6301/09

ESB Ref: C-SS-6301/09

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
26th March 2004

Summary
The property consists of an L-shaped,
detached, flat roofed, single storey
building with a yard access at the side.
It is located next to other commercial
properties in the town of Youghal.
The boundary is composed of a solid
concrete blockwork wall with precast
concrete capping and barbed wire
fencing. There is a gable wall with
rendered plaster finish and a random
rubble stone wall.
Description & Materials
The present use of the entire property is
as an ESB retail shop and area
supervisor’s office with staff parking to
the side.
The building has an L-shaped plan with
a rear yard. It is constructed of solid
concrete block work external wall
construction with rendered nap plaster
finish supporting a cast in-situ concrete
roof. The building contains the
showroom, the area supervisor’s office,
toilets and a store.

Marianne Keane

Photographer:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
O’Rahilly Street, Youghal

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

The front elevation consists of random
rubble stone cladding facing surrounding
timber framed doors and windows with
precast concrete cills and a raised flat
roof over showroom with raised ESB
signage. Large windows light the
showroom area, and the shop is
accessed via a single hardwood
door directly from the footpath.
The electrical storage room is accessed
directly from the street through folding
hardwood timber doors and the yard is
accessed through steel framed double
gates with corrugated sheet metal
facing. The elevational treatment of the
remainder of the building consists
of rendered concrete blockowork
supporting a flat roof. The gross floor
area of the building is 77m2.

Date Of Survey: 26th March 2004

2
26th March 2004

The total area of the site is 0.02ha
(0.0081 acres).

3
26th March 2004

County CORK

4
26th March 2004

1. View of Front Elevation to Shops. 2. View of Front Elevation and Yard Access Gates.
3. View of Street Context and Front Elevation. 4. Interior View of Shop.
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ESB SHOP
& DEPOT

Surveyors Name:
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Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1836

ESB Ref: DL-SS-1836

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

The Diamond, Ballyshannon

Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 2nd July 2003

✔

Technical (T)

Summary
The building is a two-storey semidetached ESB shop and office fronting
onto a prominent junction within the
town, and designed to reflect the
traditional early 20th Century townscape.

2
2nd July 2003

The building occupies a prominent
location at the junction of Castle Street
and Main Street. The site is on an
incline and the ground level is built to
the level of The Diamond (front
elevation) with an incline visible on the
Castle Street elevation (side elevation).
ESB purchased the property in 1960. The
property was converted for shop usage
and planning permission was granted for
this on 18th February 1963.
Description & Materials
The unit consists of a ground floor retail
unit/showroom with first floor offices
and ancillary facilities. The showroom
consists of a glazed shopfront with

1
2nd July 2003

upper level offices and windows at first
floor level consistent with the streetscape. The front façade is part glazed
and part brickwork with clerestory
windows. The construction is concrete
slab floor with steel trussed roof, copper
covered pitched roof and external walls
of a white nap plaster finish. The
building floor area is 164m2 with the
building footprint occupying the entire
area of the site 93.32m2. Two rights of
way exist on either side of the property.
Special Interest – Social
ESB purchased the property from the
Donegal Democrat in 1960. They bought
a leasehold interest from a Mr. Gaffney
who had held a 200-year lease from 1st
May, 1920 at a rent of £6 per annum.

County DONEGAL

3
2nd July 2003

4
2nd July 2003

1. Corner View from Street. 2. Main Shop Front. 3. End Elevation to Street. 4. View from Top of The Diamond.
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Surveyors Name:

Judith Doherty

Photographer:

Judith Doherty

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 126/9 & 2242
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only
Local

1
20th Aug 2003

Summary
There are two buildings on this site, a
two-storey mid- terrace shop/office unit
which follows the curve of the road
junction and one single storey detached
canteen/store to the rear of the site.
The retail/office building is located
on the main street in Buncrana and
is on a prominent location on a main
access route into the town. A stream
runs alongside the southwest boundary
of the site and a concrete bridge
within the site crosses the stream.
The boundary of the site to the side and
rear is indicated by the 2.3m high
palisade fencing.
The property was acquired in 1974.
Description & Materials

Categories
of Special Interest:
Archaeological (AG)

Main Street/Bridge Street,
Buncrana

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

✔

Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 20th August 2003

upper landing level and the first floor
area is subdivided into four individual
offices. All internal office areas have
suspended ceilings with recessed
lighting throughout. The three-storey
office and ancillary store to the rear is of
solid masonry construction with
external rendered finish. The gross floor
area is 277.14m2
Store
The single storey building consists of brick
cavity construction with concrete floor
and timber roof trusses with slate finish.
The main site surface is tarmacadam with
concreted area surrounding a petrol
pumps. There is additional railed security
to the rear of the building. The site area is
0.109ha (0.27 acres).

2
20th Aug 2003

There is one right of way granted by
Donegal County Council.
Special Interest - Social
The retail building was formerly used
as the old bus depot and contained a
café and ice cream parlour at the first
floor level.
3
20th Aug 2003

4

County DONEGAL

Retail/Office Unit
The main retail/office unit is two-storey
to the front and three-storey to the rear
of the site. The building is of rendered
masonry construction with hardwood
timber windows. The space consists of
an open-plan retail area on the ground
floor. There is a stairwell leading to an

ESB SHOP
& DEPOT

ESB Ref: DL-N-126/9

20th Aug 2003

1. View of Corner from Main Street. 2. Elevation of Shop Front. 3. Rear Elevation. 4. View of Stores Building.
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ESB DEPOT
Maheracar, Bundoran
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International
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Date Of Survey: 2nd July 2003

Summary
The property is a detached industrial
building accommodating ESB storage
on a site predominantely used for
the external storage of equipment
and materials.
The building is located approximately
four miles from the centre of Bundoran
and within close proximity to a
residential development.
2
2nd July 2003

1

Technical (T)

The single storey building was originally
built as a garage in 1970 for Hanrogues,
and PMPA acquired it several years later.
ESB acquired the building in 1988 and
it was then refurbished.

2nd July 2003

Building Description & Materials
The building is a single storey concrete
block masonry construction with steel
trussed roof and metal decking. There is
a nap plaster finish to the front and rear
elevations with painted brickwork to
the sides. The pitched roof has a
corrugated roof finish with metal roof
lights. There are metal framed doors
and windows throughout. The floor
area of the unit is 273.3m2. The site
boundary is indicated by a 1.9m timber
screen with palisade gates to the front
of site.
The site area is 0.4ha (0.98 acres)

County DONEGAL

3
2nd July 2003

4
2nd July 2003

1. View of Depot Building and Yard. 2. Front Elevation of Depot Building. 3. Side Elevation. 4. Rear Elevation.
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Cathaleen’s Fall - View of Generating Hall
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HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Cathaleen’s Fall, Ballyshannon

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:
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Date Of Survey: 1st July 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The River Erne hydro electric scheme
consists of two power stations,
Cathaleen’s Fall and Cliff. Cathaleen’s
Fall is the lower of the two.
The station is located on the River Erne
adjacent to the town of Ballyshannon.
Cathaleen’s Fall commands a dominating
view over the Erne adjacent to the town
of Ballyshannon.
2
1st July 2003

The plans to harness the Erne had been
contemplated in the 1920s and actually
formulated in the 1930s, but it was only
in the years after 1946 that the
development took place, and the
Erne became a source of hydro electric
power. Cathaleen’s Fall was built in
1946 and the first generating set was
commissioned by ESB in November
1951. The second set was commissioned
in 1952.
Description & Materials

County DONEGAL
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3
1st July 2003

Background
The development of the Erne scheme
was to comprise two separate stations,
one at Cliff, close to Belleek, and one
further downstream at Cathaleen’s Fall.
When fully developed, the proposed
Erne system would have a capacity of

4

5

1st July 2003

1st July 2003

1
1st July 2003

80MW, 20MW at Cliff and 60MW at
Cathaleen’s Fall, and would be able to
deliver between 160 and 200 million
kW/H to ESB’s network. Changes in the
course of the development resulted in a
capacity in 1976 of 65MW, 20MW at
Cliff and 45MW at Cathaleen’s Fall.
Generating Building
The generating building is designed in
an austere minimalistic modern style.
To some extent the external austerity
belies the simple beauty of some of the
internal spaces and elements, particularly
the generating hall and main staircase.
The generating hall consists of a
concrete main structure with a steel
framed roof. Specific architectural
features are the curved concrete
cantilevered stairs which lead from
the great turbine hall down to the
basement. The use of glass block in
the roof of the atrium at the entrance
area is characteristic of the modernist
International style of architecture.
Large dominant steel framed windows
light the spacious main turbine hall and
the office building.

1. Aerial View of Power Station Complex. 2. View of Intake Building and Penstocks. 3. View of Generator Hall and Spillway/Tailrace.
4. View from Dam Walkway over Spillway/Tailrace Structure. 5. View of Main Building, Fish Pass and Stevenson Screen.

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Cathaleen’s Fall, Ballyshannon

6
1st July 2003

Penstocks
The steel penstocks carry the water
down 25m from the upper reservoir to
the turbines.
Special Interest - Artistic
In more recent times Conor MacPherson
won the 1999 Olivier Award for Best
New Play for ‘The Weir’. Producers of
the play have often used as stage props,
the ESB-constructed Weir to represent
the fictional location where the play
was located. The Royal Court toured
MacPhersons’s ‘The Weir’ for 10 weeks in
1999 throughout England and Ireland.
Special Interest – Historical/Political
The importance of the Erne development
is twofold: it is the second most important
source of hydroelectric power in the
country, and it was the first significant act
of co-operation on a substantial scale
between North and South since the
partition of the island in 1922.

the Atlantic, with the vast bulk of the
Erne systems lying within Northern
Ireland. The Erne Hydro Scheme in the
Republic is dependent to a large extent
on the management of the large water
system controlled north of the Border
and the natural storage for the scheme
which lay upstream in Northern Ireland.
Special - Social and Cultural
ESB has endeavoured to maintain and
improve the existing fishing facilities on
the river. A hatchery has been provided
at Cathaleen’s Fall. This produces half a
million smolts a year which are largely
used to stock the Erne. Salmon runs are
monitored by a fish counter in
Cathaleen’s Fall fish pass and by
continuous inspection. To improve eel
stock on the Erne, ESB trap about 4
million elvers here for placement
throughout the catchment.

7
1st July 2003

The construction of the power station
provided a valuable source of employment for the inhabitants of the town.
Special Interest - Technical
There is a Campbell Stokes Sunshine
Recorder located on the Dam.
It measures the duration of bright
sunshine daily.

8
1st July 2003

10

9

1st July 2003

1st July 2003

6. Longitudinal View of Generating Hall. 7. View of Main Stairs. 8. View of Control Room.
9. Campbell Stokes Sunshine Recorder. 10. View of Entrance Atrium.

County DONEGAL

The development of the Erne Scheme
would not have been possible without
the close co-operation between North
and South, because the point at which
the river was to be harnessed lay close
to the boundary between the two
jurisdictions, just a couple of miles from

Date Of Survey: 1st July 2003
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Cathaleen’s Falls - View of Helical Stairs from Generating Hall to Basement Level.
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View of Upper Gallery to Entrance Atrium.

Cathaleen’s Falls - View of Campbell Stokes Sunshine Recorder on the Dam.
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Date Of Survey: 11th April 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
Clady is a hydro electric Power Station
with an output of 4.2MW

2
11th April 2004

Clady Station is situated in the Gaoth
Dobhair area of Co. Donegal, about
60km northwest of Letterkenny and
close to the village of Crolly. The
catchment area of 80km2 is composed
mainly of open moor and bogland and
is dominated by the peaks of Sliabh
Errigal and Sliabh Sneachta. The Clady
scheme started in 1954 and the station
was synchronised to the National Grid
system on 26th February 1959.
Description& Materials
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3
11th April 2004

Cung Dam
Water level recorders were set up at
Gweedore and Dunlewey in 1943 and
the reservoir area was surveyed. The
level of Dunlewey Lough has been
raised by the construction of a dam at
the Cung, between the two lakes.
The location of the dam can be seen as
one descends into Dunlewey from the
foot of Sliabh Errigal but is in itself
visually unobtrusive. The dams primary
construction material, concrete which is
expressed on its eastern face, has
weathered over time to complement

1
11th April 2004

the palette of the natural landscape.
The western face of the dam is faced
with soil and planted to match the
adjacent vegetation which visually
dissolves the mass of the dam.
The sluice gates and cantilevered
control room are of note for their
elemental simplicity and expression.
The normal range of storage for
Dunlewey Lough is from 60.96m Over
Datum (O.D.) to 63.70m O.D. The
Gweedore weir has also raised the level
of Lough Nacung and the range of
storage is from 60.96m O.D. to 61.57m
O.D. The lakes are drained by the Clady
river which was formerly a part of
the old Hill Estate and enters the sea at
Bun Beag.
Gweedore Weir, Headrace, Canal
Intake Gate & Penstock Intake Gate
Dunlewey Lough and Lough Nacung
occupy the floor of a valley about 61m
above sea level. The river has been
partially diverted by a weir at Min Doire
Dhamh into a 2.5km long canal, which
runs across country to the rim of a deep
valley, which forms the tidal estuary of
the Gweedore River. The weir is of
reinforced concrete construction with

4
11th April 2004

1. Aerial View of Power Station and Penstock. 2. Sluice Gate on Cung Dam. 3. Landscaped West Face of Cung Dam. 4. Gweedore Weir.
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POWER STATION
Clady

5
11th April 2004

elements of its expression, particularly
the free spillway, echoing other schemes
completed by ESB. A 600m long steel
penstock carries the water across the
surface of the landscape from the
penstock intake gate, down to the
Power Station at sea level.
The Power Station
An elegant reinforced concrete bridge,
contemporaneous with the Clady
scheme announces the entrance to the
power station. The building houses a
generator hall, control room, 10kV
switch room, battery room office and
ancillary spaces. The curtilage of the site
contains a 38kV transformer and
switching compound.

The generating hall is equipped with a
horizontal Francis-type turbine coupled
to a generator with a capacity of 4.2MW.
The turbine was made by Riva and the
generator is a Marelli. Spent water from
the power house flows into the
Gweedore River which flows past
the station.
Control Centre
Clady was controlled from the
Gweedore peat station until that station
closed in July 1996. New control
equipment was installed following the
closure of Gweedore. The station can
now be run under local operator
control, or automatically according to
water levels. There is also a link to the
hydro control centre in Turlough Hill

6
11th April 2004

7
11th April 2004

9

8

11th April 2004

11th April 2004
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The power station is a single storey,
three-bay by three-bay, steel portal
framed structure, infilled with built-up
metal cladding, translucent glazing and
a rendered masonry plinth. The façade
of this small but elegant structure
is tiered in four varying vertical
increments of approximately 1.75m,
incorporating ribbon glazing to
generating hall volume. The building is
capped with a low-pitched, built-up
metal roof and fascia.

Date Of Survey: 11th April 2004

5. Canal. 6. Penstock. 7. Power Station. 8. Approach to Power Station Transformer and Compound. 9. Transformer and Compound.
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Date Of Survey: 11th April 2004

Technical (T)

✔

Scéim Aibhléise Abhainn na Cláidí

2
11th April 2004

Réamhrá
Tá táirgeadh de 4.2MW le fáil as
Stáisiún Aibhléise Abhainn na Cláidí. Tá
an stáisiún suite in iarthuaisceart Thír
Chonaill, tuairim is 60 ciliméadar siar ó
thuaidh ó Leitir Ceanainn, in aice le
sráidbhaile darb ainm Croithlí. Tá foinsí
uisce an stáisiúin taobh istigh de
limistéar 80 ciliméadar2, taobh tíre ina
bhfuil cnoic agus portach den
mhórchuid. Is iad an Earagail agus
Sliabh Sneachta na stuaiceanna is airde
sa cheantar. Cuireadh tús leis an obair
ar scéim na Cláidí sa bhliain 1954 agus
rinneadh an stáisiún a cheangal leis na
línte cumhachta den cheád uair ar 26
Feabhra, 1959.
An Tionscadal agus na hÁbhair

County DONEGAL

3
11th April 2004

Damba na Cuinge
Bhí Abhainn na Cláidí mar pháirt de
mhaoin an tiarna talún Hill ó lár an
naoú céad déag. Sa bhliain 1943, rinne
Bord Soláthair an Leictreachais taighde
ar na foinsí uisce atá sa cheantar.
Rinneadh ardú ar leibhéal Loch Dhún
Lúiche nuair a tógadh damba trasna na
cuinge ag béal na locha. Tá an damba
seo le feiceáil ó bhóthar Ghleann

1
11th April 2004

Bheatha nuair a thig tú anuas le taobh
na hEaragaile go gleann Dhún Lúiche.
Baineadh úsáid as coincréit mar
phríomhábhar sa damba agus tá sé seo
le feiceáil ar an taobh thoir, ach le ham
agus aimsir tá sé ag luí isteach go maith
leis an timpeallacht. Tá dromchla cré ar
an aghaidh thiar den damba agus tá an
fásra atá ansin ag teacht leis an
cheantar mórthimpeall. Tá déanamh
simplí ar an seomra stiúrtha agus ar na
loc-chomhlaí.
Is féidir uisce a thaisceadh i Loch Dhún
Lúiche idir 60.96m agus 63.70m os
cionn na farraige. Tá Loch na Cuinge
suite ar an taobh theas den chuing agus
thig uisce a shábháil sa loch seo fosta,
idir 60.96m agus 61.57m os cionn na
farraige, mar gheall ar an chora a
cuireadh ar an abhainn ag Mín Doire
Dhamh. Sileann an dá loch isteach in
Abhainn na Cláidí, a théann chun na
farraige ag an Bhun Bheag.
Cora Mhín Doire Dhamh, An Chanáil
agus An Penstock
Tá Loch Dhún Lúiche agus Loch na
Cuinge ina luí i dtóin gleanna, timpeall
seasca is a haon méadar os cionn an
aigéin. Tá cora curtha ar an Chláidigh i

4
11th April 2004

1. An Stáisiún Aibhléise agus an Penstock ón aer. 2. An Loc-chomhlaí ag Damba na Cuinge. 3. Damba na Cuinge ón taobh thiar. 4. Cora Mhín Doire Dhamh.
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STÁISIÚN AIBHLÉISE
Cláidí

5
11th April 2004

mbaile fearainn Mhín Doire Dhamh
agus tá cuid mhaith den uisce curtha ar
mhalairt slí, trí chanáil atá 2.5
ciliméadar ar fhad. Téann an chanáil seo
trasna na tíre go himeall gleanna, an áit
a bhfuil inbhear Abhainn Ghaoth
Dobhair. Tá Cora Mhín Doire Dhamh
déanta as coincréit agus tá sí cosúil le
go leor foirgneamh eile den chineál seo
atá tógtha ag an BSL. Tá píopa cruach,
nó Penstock, atá dhá mhéadar trasna
agus 600m ar fhad agus atá ina rith os
cionn an talaimh, ag iompar an uisce ó
béal na canála i mbaile fearainn
Dhobhair go dtí an stáisiún ag leibhéal
na farraige.

Tá an foirgneamh tógtha ar urlár
amháin, 3 bhá fá 3 bhá, idir cearchaillí
cruacha. Tá na ballaí déanta as
coincréit, leatháin mhiotail agus gloine,
agus tá na díon maol.
Tá trealamh tuirbín cothrománach de
dhéanamh
Francach
sa
Halla
Gineadóireachta agus tá an tuirbín seo
ceangailte le gineadóir de dhéanamh
Riva. Ligtear an t-uisce le sruth, síos an
Gaoth, nó Abhainn Ghaoth Dobhair,
chun na farraige nuair a bhíonn an
chumhacht bainte as.

6
11th April 2004

Stiúradh
Bhí Stáisiún Abhainn na Cláidí faoi stiúir
na foirne a bhí lonnaithe i Stáisiún na
Móna í Mín na Cuinge, cúig mhíle ar
shiúl, go dtí gur dhruid an stáisiún sin sa
bhliain 1996. Cuireadh isteach trealamh
stiúrtha úr ag an am sin, rud a
chiallaíonn gur féidir an t-inneall a
fhágáil faoi chúram an fhreastalaí áitiúil,
nó é a oibriú go huathoibríoch. Tá
ceangal ann anois idir an stáisiún agus
an HCC atá suite ag Cnoc Thraolaigh i
gCo. Chill Mhantáin.
7
11th April 2004

9

8

11th April 2004

11th April 2004
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An Stáisiún Aibhléise
Tá an stáisiún é féin suite ar thaobh
Dhobhair de dhroichead álainn atá
déanta de choincréit threisithe agus a
tógadh mar pháirt den scéim. Ar an
taobh istigh den fhoirgneamh tá Halla
Gineadóireachta, Seomra Stiúrtha,
Seomra Aistriúcháin 10kV, Seomra
Bataire, agus spásanna teagmhasacha.
Tá clós taobh amuigh ina bhfuil
transfhoirmitheoir 38kV agus an
trealamh a théann leis.

Date Of Survey: 11th April 2004

5. An Chanáil . 6. An Penstock. 7. An Stáisiún Aibhléise. 8. An Fostáisiún 38kv . 9. An Fostáisiún agus an Transfhoirmitheoir .
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✔
✔

Technical (T)

Summary
The River Erne hydro electric scheme
consists of two power stations,
Cathaleen’s Fall and Cliff. Cliff is the
upper of the two stations.
The station is located to the east of
Ballyshannon, just before the village of
Belleek, on the River Erne.

2
19th Jan 2003

The plans to harness the Erne had been
contemplated in the 1920s and actually
formulated in the 1930s, but it was only
in the years after 1946 that the
development took place, and the Erne
became a source of hydro electric power.
The first of the two Cliff sets was
commissioned in August 1950 marking
the final stage of the preliminary Erne
development. The second Cliff setcould not be brought into service until
the civil engineering works on the Erne
across the border were completed.
The second set was commissioned
in 1955.
Description & Materials

County DONEGAL

3
19th Jan 2003

Background
The development of the Erne scheme
was to comprise two separate stations,
one at Cliff, close to Belleek, and one

1
19th Jan 2003

further downstream at Cathaleen’s Fall.
When fully developed, the proposed
Erne system would have a capacity of
80MW, 20MW at Cliff and 60MW at
Cathaleen’s Fall, and would be able to
deliver between 160 and 200 million
kW/H to ESB’s network. Changes in the
course of the development resulted in a
capacity in 1976 of 65MW, 20MW at
Cliff and 45MW at Cathaleen’s Fall.
Power Station Building
This large concrete and steel trussed
structure has steel windows throughout.
The interesting circular entrance area
and style of building are typical of the
modern International style. The large
turbine hall has exposed steel trusses
with large windows and clerestory
windows around the perimeter.
Turbines
The station at Cliff has two turboalternator sets, each with an output
of 10MW under a head of 12m of
water. A 300kW generator supplies
power for auxiliaries.

4
19th Jan 2003

1. Aerial view of Power Station Complex. 2. View of Dam Spillway Gates and Power Station. 3. Detail of Dam. 4. View of Reservoir and Spillway Structure.
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HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Cliff, Ballyshannon

5
19th Jan 2003

Dam
The Cliff dam is 210m in length and
18m high.
Special Interest – Historical/Social
The importance of the Erne development
is twofold: it is the second most important
source of hydroelectric power in the
country, and it was the first significant act
of co-operation on a substantial scale
between North and South since the
partition of the island in 1922.
The development of the Erne Scheme
would not have been possible without

the close co-operation between North
and South, because the point at which
the river was to be harnessed lay close
to the boundary between the two
jurisdictions, just a couple of miles from
the Atlantic, with the vast bulk of the
Erne systems lying within Northern
Ireland. The Erne Hydro Scheme in the
Republic is dependent to a large extent
on the management of the large water
system controlled north of the Border
and the natural storage for the scheme
which lay upstream in Northern Ireland.

Date Of Survey: 19th January 2003

6
19th Jan 2003

9

8

19th Jan 2003

19th Jan 2003

5. Upstream View of Dam and Spillway Structure. 6. End View of Generator Hall.
7. Entrance Building . 8. Interior View of Generator Hall. 9. Downstream Elevation of Station to Tailrace.
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Date Of Survey: 21st August 2003

Technical (T)

✔

Summary
There are two detached flatroofed
properties of modest scale located on
the site: the retail shop and showroom
fronting the main street, and the depot
to the rear. The site is accessed off the
main street in Falcarragh.
The site was purchased in 1960 and
buildings constructed in 1963. Planning
permission for the radio mast was
granted in 1984.
2
21st Aug 2003

Building Description & Materials
The shop consists of a retail showroom
and office accommodation with storage
facilities to the rear of the building.
In addition there are located within the
site petrol pumps and a radio mast.
The shop has a modern appearance.
The roof extends out over the front
entrance to form a projecting canopy.
There are two tapered projecting
support fins that divide the main
elevation into three bays. The single
storey shop unit is of masonry

County DONEGAL

3
21st Aug 2003

4
21st Aug 2003

1. View from Street. 2. Detail of Shop Front. 3. Interior View. 4. View of Store and Yard.
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1
21st Aug 2003

construction with glazing to the main
front façade which runs between stone
piers. The side and rear external walls
are rendered with roughcast finish and
the windows throughout are hardwood
timber. There are PVC floor tiles. The
floor construction is concrete. The roof
consists of a flat timber roof and
surrounding laminated edge trim.
The depot to the rear consists of
storage and ancillary staff facilities. The
depot and storage building to the rear
of the site consist of solid masonry
construction with a reinforced concrete
roof and asphalt finish. The windows
throughout are framed with hardwood.
The site area is 0.27ha (0.68 acres).
Special Interest - Technical
There is a technical interest in the
building due to the mix of materials and
the method of masonry construction
spanning between a combination of
concrete fins and stone piers.
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1
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Summary
The property is a detached single storey
ESB depot building with pitched roof
construction on a site predominantly
used for the external storage of
ESB equipment.
The building is located approximately
three miles outside the centre of
Killybegs town in a remote landscaped
setting. The single storey depot is
bounded by the 38kV station to one
side, mature trees to the other and an
embankment to the rear of the site.

ESB DEPOT
Church Road, Killybegs

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)
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Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 2nd July 2003

Description & Materials
The depot building is traditional in
style. It consists of a combination of
workshops, storage and individual
offices. The building is single storey and
of concrete masonry construction with
a plastered and painted external finish.
It has a trussed timber roof construction
with tiled roof and concrete ground
floor, and timber windows throughout.
The floor area of the building is 175m2.
The depot is located on a site of
0.267ha (0.66 acres).

2
2nd July 2003

4
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3
2nd July 2003

2nd July 2003

1. View of Depot. 2. View of Yard. 3. Depot Building. 4. 38kV Station.
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Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1636

ESB Ref: DL-SS-1636

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 2nd July 2003

Summary
The property consists of two detached
buildings, car parking and depot area.
There is a retail and storage building at
the front of the site fronting onto the
main street, and a depot building
located at the rear. The depot building
is accessed from the main street via a
large road ramp at the side of the retail
building.
Description & Materials
2
2nd July 2003

County DONEGAL

3
2nd July 2003

1

Technical (T)

Retail & Storage Building
The building is designed in a modern
commercial 1950s style. The shop
was refurbished during 1990/91. The
architects were ESB International.
This building consists of single storey at
street level and two storeys at the rear.
There is a shop/showroom with a small
office at the street level to the front of
the site with the lower level consisting
of storage facilities. The front elevation
is finished in painted nap plaster.
It contains a central pediment finished
in nap plaster with feature concrete
columns to either side of the main
entrance. The shop front consists of
floor to ceiling glazed panels with a
central entrance double door. The roof

2nd July 2003

is of flat roof concrete construction with
asphalt finish. There is a stone wall to
one side of the shop unit with steel
vehicular gates attached.
Depot
The depot is a traditionally styled
building. It consists of a single storey
unit located to the rear of the site,
and contains office accommodation
and ancillary staff facilities. The depot is
of concrete masonry construction with
tiled pitched roof. There are double
glazed timber windows. The building
has a roughcast pebble dashed finish.
The main roof is of hipped construction
with a small gable to the front of
the building. The gross floor area of the
shop is 129m2 of the shop and the gross
floor area of the depot is 67.52m2.
The site is bounded by a low level wall
and post and chainlink fence. The area
between the shop and the depot
consists of concrete paving and
contains the petrol pumps.
The site area is 0.047ha (0.0116 acres).

4
2nd July 2003

1. Shop Front Elevation. 2. View of Depot. 3. Rear Elevation of Shop and Side Access. 4. Detail of Shopfront.
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Surveyors Name:

Judith Doherty

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 2040

ESB Ref: DL-N-2040

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

21st Aug 2003

Summary
The property consists of three buildings
and a depot. The main administration
building is a two storey semi-detached
building, which contains the retail
showroom. There is a large storage
building to the rear and a small store.
The Administration building is located,
fronting onto the main street on
Ramelton Road in Letterkenny.
The ESB purchased and occupied the
building from 1957. Erection of additional
storage accommodation was carried
out in 1972.
Description & Materials

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

SHOP & DEPOT
Ramelton Road, Letterkenny

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 21st August 2003

The building consists of solid masonry
brickwork construction with rough cast
finish. Internally there is non loadbearing internal stud partition construction. There is a concrete roof slab
with asphalt finish. The interior of the
building has been recently upgraded
and fitted out.
Store
The store building consists of solid
masonry and steel portal frame with
roughcast finish. The metal roof returns
onto the main façade, the roof contains
PVC roof lights. There are several
window openings and a metal roller
shutter access door.

2
21st Aug 2003

There is substantial external storage
within the site, parking, diesel pumps
and also pole storage. The site is
enclosed by a combination of post and
chain link fence to the rear and palisade
to the side boundarys.

3
21st Aug 2003

4

County DONEGAL

Administration Building
This building consists of a glazed retail
façade with part brickwork and plaster.
It is an imposing flat roof structure
consistent in massing and scale with the
streetscape. The building consists of
administration offices and showroom to
the front with a staff canteen and
ancillary facilities to the rear at the
ground floor level. The upper floor plan
is an L-shaped block and occupied by
additional offices to this level.

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

Local

1

Judith Doherty

Photographer:

21st Aug 2003

1. Elevation to Street. 2. View of Depot and Yard. 3. View of Store and Yard. 4. Interior View.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
& OFFICES
Unit 8, Cherry Orchard
Industrial Estate, Ballyfermot,
Dublin 10

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3262/06

ESB Ref: D-SS-3262/06

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 20th January 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is located on a corner site
in the Cherry Orchard Industrial Estate
off the Ballyfermot Road. It consists
of three units; Unit 8 Warehouse, Unit
10 Warehouse and an undeveloped site
at Unit 9.
Unit 8 is located on the south part of
the site. Unit 10, which is slightly
smaller, is located directly to the west of
the undeveloped land. There are
residential properties backing onto the
north and east of the site.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
The building is a two-storey pitched
roof warehouse of precast concrete
construction with a rendered gable
façade facing the entrance road.
The property has been in use as an ESB
depot since 1983. The building was
built c.1978 and is no longer occupied
by ESB.
2
20th Jan 2004

1. View from Street. 2. Front Elevation.
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The building is composed of two
storeys to the front and a single storey
to the rear. The front portion of the
building comprises offices and storage

1
20th Jan 2004

areas. The double height space to the
rear provides a larger storage area and
is accessed via a roller shutter door at
the back of the building. Natural
lighting is provided to the front of the
building which faces west. The axis of
the building lies almost in an east-west
direction. The structure comprises a
precast concrete portal frame. There are
blockwork infill panels between the
vertical piers around the perimeter of
the building. The external surface of the
building is plastered and painted.
Originally there was a large double
height industrial entrance door on the
front elevation which was subsequently
closed up to provide windows to the
office areas at ground and first floor levels.
There is a side lane to access the yard at
the rear and a telecommunications
pole located at the rear, and there is
a car parking area at the front of
the building.
The gross floor area of the building
is 626m2.
The site area is 0.68ha (1.68 acres).

Surveyors Name:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3262/06

ESB Ref: D-N-3262/06

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
20th Jan 2004

Summary
The building is a portal framed warehouse
built in 1978, of precast concrete
construction, with two-storey office
areas to the front and double height
warehouses to rear. The property has
been in use as a depot since 1983.
Description & Materials
The building is a detached two-storey
pitched roof warehouse of precast
concrete construction with a rendered
gable façade facing the entrance road.
The property has been in use as an ESB
depot since 1983. The building was
built c.1978 and is no longer occupied
by ESB.

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB DEPOT
& OFFICES
Unit 10, Cherry Orchard
Industrial Estate, Ballyfermot,
Dublin 10

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 20th January 2004

concertina metal doors. A side lane runs
between the building and the open
space adjacent.
The structure of the warehouse consists
of a concrete portal frame with the
concrete vertical supports expressed on
the side elevation. The front elevation is
composed of red brickwork to the
ground floor and plastered masonry to
the first floor. First floor windows are
framed in timber. There are steel roller
shutters on the doors and windows.
There is a car parking area at the front
of the building.

2
20th Jan 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Composed of two storeys to the front
and a single storey to the rear, it is
located to the west of the site. This
warehouse is smaller than Unit 8.
It adjoins a similar building on the
adjacent property. A car park/loading
area is situated to the front and
is currently being used by the adjacent
business as a loading bay. The loading
bay is provided with double height,

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

1. View from Street. 2. Front Elevation.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
314 Ballyfermot Road,
Ballyfermot, Dublin 10

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3262/13

ESB Ref: D-SS-3262/13

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 20th January 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
This property is an end-of-terrace, singlestorey, flat-roofed retail unit comprising
a showroom to the front with storage,
and a service yard to the rear.
The building was built in 1968 and
functioned as a retail shop, offices and
depot. In 1992/93 it was fully refurbished
for retail use. The architects for the
refurbishment were ESB International.
2
20th Jan 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The property is located at the end
of the main shopping terrace of
Ballyfermot Road, at the corner of the
largely residential Colepark Road. It is
set back from the main road and
is adjoined on one side by a Bank of
Ireland retail unit.
Description & Materials
The building is single storey with a
number of flat roofs of various heights
to different areas. There is a large openplan showroom to the front with staff
areas to the rear. Roof lighting provides
natural lighting to the storerooms at
the back of the building.

3
20th Jan 2004

The structure of the front portion of the
building is of concrete frame construction.
The rear of the building is constructed
of solid masonry fair-faced brickwork
supporting a flat roof. Painted steel
railings have been applied to the lower
flat roofs. The front elevation consists

4
20th Jan 2004

1. View from Street. 2. Shop Front Elevation. 3. View of Interior. 4. View of Interior.
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1
20th Jan 2004

of a floor to ceiling glazed shopfront set
in a painted blue aluminium frame with
steel translucent shutters located
internally behind the glass.
The service yard at the rear is used as a
parking area for staff. Access to the
service yard is gained from a side
entrance on Colepark Road which
consists of a 2m high metal gate with a
rotating mesh security fence on top.
The gross floor area of the building
is 445m2. The total area of the site is
0.073ha (0.18 acres).
Special Interest - Architectural
The site is a corner site and is quite
prominent. Most of the retail units in this
area in 1992 had unattractive steel
security shutters to doors and windows.
An early design decision was made by
ESB to provide a high level of security but
to incorporate it discreetely into the
design, to improve the appearance of this
corner site. Thus see-through security
shutters were selected and deliberately
located inside the shop front behind the
glass, and a high level of internal lighting
was incorporated to present an attractive
welcoming appearance. Modern steel
feature bollards were installed in the
pavement outside.

Surveyors Name:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3131/15 &

ESB Ref: D-SS-3131/15 &

3131/20
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

1
11th Dec 2003

Summary
The property comprises a detached
two-storey pitched roof office building
and a large detached two-storey
pitched roof warehouse building.
There is a car park and depot yard
with telecommunications masts, and
overhead power lines which cross the
site. Palisade gates access the depot yard.
The office building is called Stormanstown
House. It is located towards the front
of the site next to a store building on
the corner of Ballymun Road and
Collins Avenue.
It was built in 1971 and has been in
office use until recently.

Office
The main office building is located
towards the front of the site next to the
yard entrance. It is set back slightly
from the footpath to provide a
landscaped area to the front. A 10-bay
pitched roofed building on a

ESB DEPOT
& OFFICE

3131/20
Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Stormanstown House,
Ballymun Road, Dublin 9

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

rectangular plan entered centrally,
it comprises offices, a kitchen, toilets,
meeting rooms, a central hall and
stairwell. Office accommodation is
provided on two levels with a central
vertical circulation core. The canteen
and toilets are located on the ground
floor. The external treatment comprises
bands of vertical smooth plaster
between
bands
of
brickwork
surrounding sliding sash aluminium
framed windows.
Store
The main store building has been used
in recent times as an exhibition space. It
is situated directly behind the main
building. Large pitched roofed steel
trusses span the main space. A flat
suspended ceiling has been applied
concealing the structure. Concrete
framed flat roofed store buildings
adjoin the warehouse.

Date Of Survey: 11th December 2003

2
11th Dec 2003

The properties have been recently
vacated by Ballymun Regeneration Ltd.,
and are presently unoccupied.
3
11th Dec 2003

4

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

11th Dec 2003

1. View from Street, Office Building. 2. End Elevation, Office Building. 3. View of Offices and Warehouse. 4. Detail of Entrance to Office Building.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB SUBSTATION &
PENSIONERS CLUB
Bedford Row,
Fleet Street, Dublin 2

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3263/10

ESB Ref: D-N-3263/10

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 28th February 2004

Technical (T)

✔

Summary
The property is a 38kV substation and is
located on an urban corner site at the
crossing of Fleet Street and Angelsea
Street/Bedford Row.
It consists of an L-shaped two-three
storey building fronting onto the street
with a rear service yard. The surrounding
buildings are three-four storeys in scale.

2
28th Feb 2004

It was designed generally in the Art
Deco style. The building was built
c.1930. The architect was Vincent Kelly,
one of the first graduates in Architecture
from UCD.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Originally the building was manned
24 hours a day, and incorporated
administrative facilities and residential
accommodation for staff. The building
is now unmanned, but part of the
ground floor is used as meeting
accommodation for retired ESB staff.
Description & Materials
The public façades of the building to
Fleet Street and Bedford Row are finished
in painted render expressed as a series of
multi-bay panels of differing proportions.
3
28th Feb 2004

4
28th Feb 2004

The large order composition is
articulated by deep render bands and
pilasters capped with a strong

1
28th Feb 2004

entablature/coved cornice all of which
echo an Art Deco 'stripped classicism'
aesthetic style.
The multiple bay breakfronts of both
façades are separated at the corner of
Fleet Street and Bedford Row by a
three-storey tower element which
contributes to the streetscape,
particularly when viewed from Temple
Bar Square and Anglesea Street. The
building is a flat roofed structure with
parapet walls. The roof spaces are
accessible and command extensive
views of the city centre roofscape.
The ground floor accommodation
consists of a 38kV switch room, MV
switch room, transformer compound,
and the space converted for use as a
social club for use by retired ESB staff.
The upper floors consist of a control
room, and the second floor previous staff
accommodation which was subsequently
used as office accommodation.
The 38kV switch room is located at the
corner of Bedford Row and Bedford Lane.
The external transformer compound is
accessed via an enclosed yard within
the building.
The open yard housing the transformer
compound is enclosed on four sides
by buildings.
The MV switch room is located in the
Fleet Street wing of the building and is
a double height space. The social club
space is located in the Bedford Row
wing of the building. This room features
a false ceiling which appears to have
been retrospectively installed. This area
may originally have been double height
space. The cellular and open-plan
accommodation at second floor level
was formally used as residential
accommodation by the staff of the
station, and latterly as a study space by
ESB apprentices. This space is not used
at this time.

1. View Along Fleet Street Towards Temple Bar. 2. View Towards Westmoreland Street. 3. View Along Anglesea Street. 4. Corner Tower.
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ESB SUBSTATION &
PENSIONERS CLUB
Bedford Row,
Fleet Street, Dublin 2

5
28th Feb 2004

This element of the building is accommodated in a mansard roof. Although
different to the architectural language
of the rest of the building, the roof
appears in early photographs of the
building from the 1930s and in an early
sketch reproduced in Sean Rothery's
book, Ireland and The New Architecture
The accommodation at second floor
level is not currently in use and appears
to have been added subsequent to the
completion of the original building.
This part of the building is accommodated
in a mansard roof which differs to the
architectural language of the rest of
the building.

Special Features – Architectural
The fenestration of the building is largely
of Smith & Pearson single glazed steel
windows which have been subsequently
refurbished. This element is of note and
should be maintained and conserved.
The vertical circulation includes an
elegant in-situ concrete stairs. The rainwater goods include cast-iron hoppers
and downpipes.
It is described in Sean Rothery’s book
Ireland and the New Architecture as:
‘Simple modern manner, finished in
white plaster. Art Deco style of 1920s
evident in the original ‘jazzy’ windows.
One of the first examples of the ‘new
architecture’ in Ireland.
The rear façades are of unpainted render
finish. The yard to the rear contains
extensive electrical machinery’.
The Architect and Building News
Magazine, June 19th, 1931 reported:

‘Here is an example of that ultrasophisticated urbanismus which is to be
found in almost any large European town.
The building owes nothing to any
period except its own; its forms have
been dictated by the needs of the 40ton transformer and switch room,
which it houses. Simplicity and
functionalism is here quite justified, for
among the multitudinous activities
which are to be found in the middle
of any large town, each enterprise
may reasonably give some indication of
its purpose.
The construction of the basement of
this building, which contains pits to
which the transformers can be moved
for repair purposes, was complicated by
continuous flooding.
Although the walls were over 2 ft thick,
water penetrated at considerable
pressure from the River Liffey.

6
28th Feb 2004

A tunnel to the old transformer station
also had to be waterproofed’.

three 38kV underground cables from
the Shannon transformer at Inchicore.

Special Features – Historical
The History of the ESB, by Maurice
Manning
&
Moore
McDowell,
describes the following:

The design of the station building was
practically completed on 31st March
1929. Contracts had been placed for
complete electrical equipment. As a
large amount of switchgear in the Fleet
Street distribution station was of an old
type unsuitable for operation on the
Shannon system, the board decided to
replace it.’

‘In the 1920s the Dublin city electrical
supply was generated at Pigeon House
station and distributed from Fleet Street
Station via 5,000 volt speeder cables
throughout the city. In order to supply
this existing cable system from the
Shannon transmission system at
Inchicore, it was necessary to erect a
new main station to transform the
Shannon current from 38kV to 5kV.
A site for this station was acquired
adjacent to the existing distribution
station at Fleet Street, which was the
load centre of Dublin city. This new
transformer station was supplied by

Special Features – Technical
There is a crane in the tower with a
‘Morris’ nameplate dating from early
20th Century still in use and of technical
and visual interest. Tapered steel beams
over roller shutter doors in the entrance
bay to the yard are of note.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The design of the station building was
practically completed on 31st March
1929, and contracts were in place at
that stage for the electrical equipment
installation.

Date Of Survey: 28th February 2004

5. Corner Detail. 6. Staircase
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ESB OFFICES
Clanwilliam Court,
Clanwilliam Place,
Dublin 2

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3264/12

ESB Ref: D-SS-3264/12

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 8th January 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consists of a six-storey
concrete framed office building
constructed in 1974. It is located on the
banks of the Grand Canal in Dublin at
the corner of Mount Street.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
Clanwilliam House is a commercial
office premises of modern construction,
with office accommodation arranged in
six storeys over two basement car park
levels. ESB Customer Supply and ESB
Networks staff occupy the upper five
floors of office accommodation on a
leasehold basis, with all areas in use as
general office accommodation. There are
small ancillary storage areas associated
with the basement carpark area.

2
8th Jan 2004

The office building is set back from the
boundary frontage on Clanwilliam
Place and a lawned area is provided
overlooking the canal at the corner of
Clanwilliam Place and Mount Street.

3
8th Jan 2004

1. Elevation of Office Building. 2. Interior View of Entrance Foyer. 3. Interior View of Office Space.
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1
8th Jan 2004

There is a strong horizontal emphasis in
the elevation of the building. The
elevation is organised into horizontal
bands of alternating brown stretcher
course brickwork and aluminium
framed glazing with the concrete frame
expressed only on the ground floor.
Windows throughout are of aluminium
construction, single-glazed and without
any opening sections. The external
doors consist of aluminium framed
shop front doors to street level, and
solid panelled doors serving the
basement car parks.
Internal Layout
General planning of the building
consists of peripheral offices around a
central service core. This core contains
the main stairs connecting all floor
levels. There are two sets of double
access doors into the stairwell at each of
the office floor levels, and enclosing
walls generally are a fire-resistant
blockwork or concrete construction.

ESB OFFICES
Clanwilliam Court,
Clanwilliam Place,
Dublin 2

4
8th Jan 2004

The ground floor offices are in a separate
tenancy, with shared access through the
building’s single entrance from street
level. The stairs and lifts between the
offices and basement car park are also in
shared use between these tenancies. The
typical floor layout is based on a central
core housing service areas and toilet
facilities, and surrounded by a circulation
corridor, offices and meeting rooms.

Structure
Internal walls surrounding the main
core, stairs 1 and stairs 2 are of concrete

block and reinforced concrete, with
smooth plaster finish and timber panelled
linings. Internal doors are generally either
flush solid type or panelled with areas of
Georgian wired glass.
The subdivision of the offices and
corridors generally consists of lightweight system partitions, and the floor
coverings are predominantly carpet.
A variety of vinyl floor covering is used
in toilets, kitchen and staircase areas.
Ceilings throughout are of modular fibre
tiles in metal suspension grids. The ceilings
generally have recessed luminaries with
low-glare parabolic reflectors in office
areas, and a mixture of spot and
modular fittings in circu-lation and
service areas.
The floors throughout are of concrete
construction. Structurally the building
comprises a reinforced concrete frame
which is revealed externally on the
ground floor elevation. The building
has a flat roof with asphaltic finish and
solar reflective coating.

7

6

8th Jan 2004

8th Jan 2004

5
8th Jan 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The main stair in the building serves all
floor levels as well as connecting the
basement car park levels. It discharges
to the main entrance hall of the
building. This stair has a final flight
serving the roof level plant room. The
second stair is an escape/circulation
stair in a masonry enclosure at the
southwest corner of the building, with a
final exit to Mount Street. There are also
two conventional cable-driven lifts in
the main core.

Date Of Survey: 8th January 2004

4. Entrance Detail, Office Building. 5. Interior View. 6. Interior View. 7. Internal Office.
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ESB Substation, Fitzwilliam Lane Dublin 2.

ESB Substation, Fitzwilliam Lane Dublin 2 - Door Head Detail.
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Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Peter O’Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3264/12

ESB Ref: D-SS-3264/12

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
10th Dec 2003

Summary
The property is a four-storey brick clad
reinforced concrete framed office
building built in 1976, and located on
Grand Canal Street to the rear of
Clanwilliam Court.
The front of the building faces northeast
onto Grand Canal Street Lower.
Description & Materials
The building comprises four floors of
office space, staff rooms, toilets,
reception, plant rooms and stairwells.

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Clanwilliam Court,
Osprey House,
Grand Canal Street Lower,
Dublin 2

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 10th December 2003

the structure. Each structural bay is
divided into two bays of glazing to the
ground floor and three units of glazing
to the upper floors.
The spaces are divided internally by
partitioning with clerestory glazing
panels to the top. There is a suspended
ceiling throughout incorporating
recessed lighting. The reception area is
lined with timber panelling and carpeting.
There are linoleum and carpet finishes are
provided to all floors.
Structurally the building is composed of
a reinforced concrete frame and floors
supporting a flat concrete deck to the
roof. There is a plant room on the roof
of the building. The building is set back
from the road with car parking
provided to the front and side.

2
10th Dec 2003

3
10th Dec 2003

4

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Osprey House is composed of two flat
roofed perpendicular blocks located
behind the main block on Clanwilliam
Place forming a courtyard to the rear.
The external treatment of the building
comprises brown stretcher course brickwork surrounding aluminium framed
windows with brickwork cills. The
structure has been expressed on the
elevation by recessing the brickwork at

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

ESB OFFICES

10th Dec 2003

1. Elevation of Office Building. 2. Entrance Detail, Office Building. 3. Interior View of Offices. 4. Interior View of Entrance Lobby.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3132/24+25

ESB Ref: D-SS-3132/24+25

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Malahide Road, Coolock,
Dublin 5

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 28th August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is located in Coolock,
on the Malahide Road, near the
Artane Roundabout.
The building was constructed c.1976.
The architects were Costello Murray,
Beaumont.

2
28th Aug 2003

Description
The building is a flat roofed, single storey
building faced in light brown facing
brick with a concrete framed structure.
The floor area is approx. 665m2. The
front elevation comprises a full height
glazed shopfront, framed by brick piers
with an overhanging canopy.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The side and rear elevations comprise
brick piers with infill panels of
painted render. A deep aluminium clad
fascia completes the elevational
treatment. The open-plan retail space
has a modular suspended ceiling.

3
28th Aug 2003

4
28th Aug 2003

1. View of Shop from Street. 2. Entrance Detail. 3. Interior View of Shop. 4. Side Elevation.
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1
28th Aug 2003

All ancillary staff and storage accommodation are located to the rear of the
retail space.
The depot accommodation is located at
the rear of the building. There is side
access to the large service yard behind.
There is a telecommunications mast
in the yard.
The
building
was
extensively
refurbished during 1990/91, to expand
on the retail areas, and again during
2001/02.
The site area is approx. 0.54ha
(1.33 acres).

Surveyors Name:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3363/22

ESB Ref: D-SS-3363/22

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
19th Feb 2004

Summary
A single storey, double fronted, ground
floor retail unit, with floor to ceiling
front glazing, built in 1981 on the front
terrace of retail units in Crumlin
Shopping Centre.
The shop was most recently fitted
out in 1992. The architects were
ESB International.
Description & Materials
The property is located on Crumlin Road
at the front of the shopping centre. It is
adjoined on either side by other retail

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP
Crumlin Shopping Centre,
Crumlin Road,
Dublin 8

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

units. The unit is double the size of the
adjoining units. In addition the unit has
access to a service yard at the rear which
can accommodate deliveries.
The unit covers an area of 129.5m2.
The layout of the unit provides for a
showroom to the front with storeroom,
office and staff facilities to the rear.
The structure of the building consists of
a concrete frame.
The elevation consists of floor to ceiling
glazing set in an aluminium frame.

2
19th Feb 2004

4

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

3
19th Feb 2004

19th Feb 2004

1. View of Shopping Centre. 2. Elevation of Retail Shop Unit. 3. View of Entrance Arcade. 4. Interior View of Retail Shop.
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ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3131/12

ESB Ref: D-SS-3131/12

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

McKee Avenue, Finglas,
Dublin 11

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 7th November 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A detached, five-bay, two-storey,
pitched roofed retail unit and offices,
built in 1964, with recessed shop front
and second storey, adjoining a large
single storey warehouse/store to rear.

2
7th Nov 2003

The property is located on McKee
Avenue in Finglas just north of the
junction with Jamestown Road. The east
facing building is set back from the
road as it is sited between residential
and commercial units.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
The shop is located to the front of the
building. The front elevation is
symmetrical, with the shop entrance
located at the centre, and is accessed
via a ramp. Glazing extends the entire
width of the sales area providing for a
bright naturally lit space. The first floor
level provides for extra administration
and storage space.

3
7th Nov 2003

4
7th Nov 2003

1. Elevation of Shop. 2. Interior View of Shop. 3. End Elevation of Depot. 4. Interior View of Depot.
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1
7th Nov 2003

The store, accessed via a roller shutter
door on the north elevation, is
subdivided into smaller storage spaces,
offices and staff areas. The gross floor
area of the building is 1039m2.
A service yard is located behind the
building at the back of the site.
The floors are constructed of concrete.
The external finish consists of rendered
blockwork. The first floor windows are
timber framed. The windows to the sales
area are framed in painted aluminium.
Pitched roofs are employed for both the
front and rear of the buildings. The store
to the rear is composed of masonry
blockwork supporting large timber
trusses (17m span).

ESB Offices and Depot Branch Headquarters, St. Margarets Road, Finglas, Dublin 11.

107

ESB OFFICES &
DEPOT BRANCH
HEADQUARTERS
North Branch Headquarters,
St. Margaret’s Road,
Finglas, Dublin 11

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3131/07

ESB Ref: D-N-3131/07

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 7th November 2003

2
7th Nov 2003
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3
7th Nov 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is located off St.
Margaret’s Road in Finglas. The
entrance to the site is on St. Margaret’s
Road. The property is sited directly to
the north of an industrial estate. The
area to the west on the far side of St.
Margaret’s Road is largely residential.
ESB are in possession of undeveloped
adjoining land to the south and east of
the site.
There are four modern buildings, of
varying functions and sizes, sited next
to the north boundary so that they face
south surrounding the staff car park,
with storage compounds located at the
back of the site. The site development
and buildings were completed in 1996.
The architects were ESBI, Building
Consultancy Group.
The administration building, being the
largest building, is located towards the
front of the site. It is set back
considerably from St. Margaret’s Road
thus providing a public car park and
landscaping at the front.
The main buildings are positioned at
the northern perimeter of the site, with
parking mainly located in the middle
and the compounds located at the back
(east). The drum compound and pole

1
7th Nov 2003

compound are positioned on the
eastern end of the site opposite the
administration building.
The site area is 4.6ha (11.36 acres).
Administration Building
This is a very distinctive two-storey
reinforced concrete framed building. It
has attractive curved roofs divided by
a central feature atrium which houses
a feature staircase with central circulation all round.
It is clad in a modular light grey
cladding and curtain wall glazing with
projecting small feature canopy
emphasis above each bay.
It is rectangular in plan laid out on a
grid of reinforced concrete columns.
The main axis of the building is set on
a north-south direction. It has a gross
floor area of 3421m2.
The front elevation consists of seven
bays reflecting the structure of the
building. The main public entrance is
located on the second bay. A significant
proportion of the west façade is glazed
to take advantage of the west facing
elevation. A communications tower has
been erected over the end bay above
the restaurant.

4
7th Nov 2003
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1. Administration Building - Main Entrance with Mature Landscaping. 2. Rear Elevation with Views to Depot Yard.
3. Administration Building - High-Tech Low-Maintenance Materials. 4. Office Area showing Natural Daylighting and Special Oak/Glass Stairs.

ESB OFFICES &
DEPOT BRANCH
HEADQUARTERS
North Branch Headquarters,
St. Margaret’s Road,
Finglas, Dublin 11
5
7th Nov 2003

The external cladding is insulated metal
sandwich panelling. Roof lighting is
provided along the centre axis spine of
the building.
The ground floor consists of an openplan office space and changing rooms.
The first floor houses an expansion
room, restaurant and offices. An eight person passenger lift and a goods hoist
are provided in the building.
A portion of ESB National Call Centre
staff are located here.

This two-storey precast concrete framed
building has a gross floor area of
591.4m2. A mezzanine floor provides for
additional storage. The building consists
of seven bays. Access to the main store
is obtained from three sides through
three sets of double doors and a larger
goods entrance.
This structure is composed of precast
concrete columns, floor slabs and
trusses set into reinforced concrete
footing. The elevational treatment of
the building consists of insulated metal
panels to all façades. Metal roof panels
are also employed with incorporated
roof lights.
Lock - Up Stores
The lock-up stores are located on the
north edge of the site next to the main
store. The building consists of lock-ups
and workshops. Linear and symmetrical
in plan, this structure houses a series of
workshops. These include a generalpurpose room, a climber repair room, a
metering room, lock-up cages and an
emergency repair room.

Structure is of concrete blockwork
supporting a roof on steel beams
spanning from front to back. Thick
insulated aluminium curved roofing is
supported on the steel members.
The elevational treatment consists of
thick insulated wall panelling with steel
doors and frames.
All doors are located on south elevation
facing onto parking area. Windows are
located on south elevation with single
opes on east and west elevations.
Flammable Liquid Store
The flammable liquid building is by far
the smallest building on site.

6
7th Nov 2003

It is located between the pole
compound and the staff car park at the
perimeter of the site. The flammable
liquid store is isolated from the other
buildings on the site. This single storey
building has a floor area of 59.5m2.
The structure consists of blockwork,
with steelwork supporting a curved
roof. As with the other buildings,
insulated metal panels are applied to all
façades of the structure. A double steel
door and frame at the front is the only
means of access to the building.

7
7th Nov 2003

8
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Main Store
The main store adjoins the administration building via a lobby area
forming an L-shaped structure.

Date Of Survey: 7th November 2003

7th Nov 2003

5. Open-Plan First Floor Office Area. 6. Staff Canteen with Views to Landscaped Forecourt.
7. Yard Facilities Purpose-Designed with Special Traffic-Management Features. 8. Workshops and Stores Adjoining Yard.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB MULTI-STOREY
CAR PARK

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3264/11

ESB Ref: D-SS-3264/11

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Fitzwilliam Lane
Dublin 2

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 23rd March 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The property comprises a seven-storey
carpark structure located on Fitzwilliam
Lane which links Merrion Street Upper
and Fitzwilliam Street Lower adjacent to
ESB Head Office on Fitzwilliam Street
Lower. The carpark structure was
acquired by the ESB in 1977.
Description & Materials
The building utilises a six storey pre-cast
and reinforced concrete framed
structure. The vehicular ramps and floor
plates are expressed clearly on the
facades as a continuous deep horizontal
bands comprising upstand concrete
units which function as guarding

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

2

4

23rd March 2004

23rd March 2004

1
23rd March 2004

elements for pedestrian and vehicular
traffic. Generally concrete is of a
smooth painted finish with infill painted
exposed blockwork elements locally.
A series of precast T-Section units are
applied to the façade locally in full
height bays. These elements are located
at the carpark deck levels only, which
emphasise the inclined vehicular ramp
elements to dramatic effect.
Pedestrian circulation is via concrete
stairs and a mechanical lift.
The carpark includes uncovered roof
deck level parking and incorporates a
total of 195 car spaces.

3
23rd March 2004

1. Aerial View of Car Park . 2. View of Front Elevation looking East. 3. View of Roof Deck of Car Park. 4. Detail of Precast Cladding Elements.
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Surveyors Name:

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

ESB OFFICES

O.S. Ref: 3264/12+3264/17 ESB Ref: D-SS-3264/12+3264/17
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

1

✔

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

16th Dec 2003
23rd March 2004

scrolling, two fluted and cabled Ionic
columns with anthemia in necks of
capitals, plain frieze, cornice, and a 11panel painted timber door with raised
and fielded panels.
The windows comprise flat brick arches,
painted stone cills, rendered reveals,
timber framed vertically sliding sashes
with horns six-over-six ground floor and
basement, no horns six-over-six to first
and second floors, one with horns, one
without three-over-three to third floor,
secondary glazing inside first floor
windows, basement window glazed with
obscured glass. There are two wrought
iron balconettes at first floor, and four
iron hoop window boxes at second and
third floors. The roof is not visible from
the street. A large aerial on the chimney
stack is anchored to the roof. There is a
partly rendered yellow brick stack on the
party wall with No. 17 Fitzwilliam Square.

Description & Materials A
No. 1 is a terraced two-bay four-storey
over basement late-Georgian brick
house now used as offices for ESB
Industrial Council. The walls comprise
redbrick Flemish bond with flush
pointing possibly repointed above third
floor windows; granite frieze, cornice
and parapet, granite string at ground
floor level. Panelled and painted
basement walls are painted ashlar,
mortar has eroded and movement
cracks are visible between second and
third floor windows and spalling of
brickwork has occurred behind
downpipe. The rear elevation is slatehung, as is No. 17 Fitzwilliam Square.
There is a painted stone moulded plinth,
wrought iron railings with three cast
iron posts and urns, a gate, timber stairs
to basement area, stone-flagged six
granite steps and a landing to entrance.
The main entrance door comprises a
round-headed painted stone doorcase,
semi-circular wrought iron decorative
fanlight with outer and inner bands of

Special Interest - Architectural
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a protected structure.
This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.

Date Of Survey: 16th December 2003
23rd March 2004

2
16th Dec 2003
23rd March 2004

3
16th Dec 2003
23rd March 2004

4
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Summary
No. 1 is a terraced two-bay four-storey
over basement late-Georgian brick
house now used as offices for ESB
Industrial Council. The property is
located on Fitzwilliam Place adjacent to
the corner of Fitzwilliam Square South.
The development of the Fitzwilliam
Estate south of Merrion Square first
appears in an estate map of 1789 by
Patrick and John Roe. By the date of
John Roe’s map of 1791, the
arrangement was formalised, with
Fitzwilliam Street reaching all the way
to Leeson Street and incorporating
Fitzwilliam Place. By 1847 the building
in these streets, apart from the southern
sections of Fitzwilliam Place, was
substantially complete. Fitzwilliam Place
was the last part of this scheme to
develop, Fitzwilliam Place South – 1807
and Fitzwilliam Place North – 1810.

A

No.1 Fitzwilliam Place,
Dublin 2

16th Dec 2003
23rd March 2004

1. Front Elevation. 2. Architrave Surrounding Door and Decorated Pelmet. 3. First Floor Balcony. 4. Entrance Door with Fanlight Above.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB HEAD OFFICE
BLOCK A
Fitzwilliam Street Lower,
Dublin 2

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3264/11

ESB Ref: D-SS-3264/11

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

✔ Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔
✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 27th January 2004

2
27th Jan 2004
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3
27th Jan 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
ESB Head Office complex consists of five
blocks of office accommodation known
as Blocks A, B, C, D and E respectively.
The full extent of the office accommodation is enclosed by Baggot Street
Lower, Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Mount
Street Upper & James’s Street East.
The entire frontage onto Fitzwilliam
Street of the former houses, numbered
12 to 28, now form what is known as
Block A. The main entrance into the
Head Office complex is located here. It
is currently occupied by ESB Corporate
Centre, Powergen and Shared Services.
The building was opened on the 2nd
November 1970 by Brian Lenihan TD,
Minister of Transport and Power.
The architects were Stephenson Gibney
and Associates. The builders were John
Sisk & Son.
Nos. 13-28 Lower Fitzwilliam Street
were demolished in 1965 to make way
for the new headquarters. The building
design was an early example of modern
infill in a Georgian terrace which
attempts to respect the height, colour
and unit scale of its neighbours.
Description & Materials
It is rectangular in plan and consists of
six storeys over a basement car park,
with a small office area and plant rooms
at fifth floor rooftop level.
The façade is a strong regular vertical
pattern consisting of a series of 14 bays
with the elevation clad in brown precast
concrete panels.
There are protruding concrete vertical
fins which frame all of the steel window
panels and emphasise the vertical
pattern of the building design.
Block A office accommodation is located
behind 11 of those 14 bays, part of
Block D occupying the remaining three.

1. View of Block A at Fitzwilliam St Lwr. 2. View of Front Entrance of Block A. 3. Rear Elevation of Block A.
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1
27th Jan 2004

Internal Accommodation
Block A consists of four floors over
basement accommodation. The car
parking is located within the basement
accommodation together with plant
accommodation and an ESB substation.
The lower ground floor consists of
stores, cycle parking, offices and
workshops, with the main reception
and offices located on the upper
ground floor. At this level there are a
number of individual offices accessed
off a central spine corridor.
The access is via revolving doors or
swing doors, and the entrance lobby is
composed of timber panelling to the
internal walls with a curved glass
partition behind the reception area
separating the main lobby from the
central stair lobby. This central stair
lobby is a double height space with an
open Wicklow granite stair and stainless
steel handrails at this level.
This central lobby links into Blocks B, C and
the atrium of E. It is a well lit space with art
and sculpture on display. The granite stair
cantilevers into the open area. The first,
second and third floor levels consist of
office accommodation, with the main
conference room, restaurants and
kitchen located on the fourth floor.
Special Interest – Artistic
ESB commissioned artist Norman
Teeling to undertake a painting of ESB
Head Office to mark ESB’s 75th
anniversary in December 2002. This was
presented to the General Manager of
ESB Shared Services, Benny Counihan.

ESB HEAD OFFICE
BLOCK A
Fitzwilliam Street Lower,
Dublin 2

4
27th Jan 2004

Special Interest – Architectural
Competition

5
27th Jan 2004

6
27th Jan 2004

7
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ESB Competition
In March 1964 ESB invited architects to
submit designs in competition for an
extension to their existing Head Office
buildings on Lower Fitzwilliam Street,
Dublin. The object of the competition
was two-fold:
(1) to produce an efficient office
building that would economically
and effectively incorporate ESB’s
accommodation requirements and,
(2) to preserve the character of the
splendid
Georgian
vista
of
Fitzwilliam Street, Upper & Lower,
looking from Merrion Square
towards the Dublin Mountains.
140 architects registered for the
competition and completed entries
were received from 45. Of the 45
completed entries received, 22 came
from Great Britain, 21 from Ireland and
two from the U.S.A.
The assessors were Tom Inglis
(Chairman), Raymond McGrath and Sir
Hugh Maxwell Casson.The prizewinners
were as follows:First prize (£1,500) was awarded to
Stephenson Gibney and Associates,
13-14 Grafton Street, Dublin.
The second prize (£800) was awarded
to Cathal O’Neill, M.Arch., M.R.I.A.I.
A.R.I.B.A., 453 Griffith Avenue, Dublin.
Third prize (£500) was awarded to
Francis Barry, M.R.I.A.E., 17 Lindefield
Gardens, Hampstead, London.
The existing houses were deemed
unsuitable for conversion to office use
for large numbers of staff and it was
considered necessary to demolish the
existing houses to make way for the
new development.
The proposal to demolish the houses
caused considerable controversy throughout the country, which continued during

the period of the competition and the
construction of the chosen design. Today
the controversy has still not quite
subsided. It was controversial because the
new building intervention was interrupting the Georgian façade continuity
which extended along four city blocks
from Holles Street to Leeson Street, a
distance of 1 km.
ESB Journal reported in December 1962:
‘On Friday, 9th November, the Chairman,
Mr. Murray, at a ceremony in Fleet Street
showrooms, presented the prizes to the
winning competitors in the Architectural
Competition for a design for a new Head
Office building in Lower Fitzwilliam Street’
Architectural Correspondent, Irish Times:
‘The winning scheme is honest,
straightforward and very free from gimmicks,
neither simplified or too-clever-by-half
schools of design. It is deceptively simple but
with a simplicity that arises naturally from
the programme and is not artificially
imposed from without like a straightjacket.
Any fool can design a complicated and
involved building to fulfil certain
requirements. It takes talent and genius to
devise a simple answer to the same needs.’
Editorial, Irish Independent:
"It is a poor aesthete who can be satisfied
with a fossil. Instead ESB now offers
Dublin a modern building of intrinsic
architectural
worth
designed
to
harmonise with its noble neighbours yet
having the integrity of belonging to its
own day. It is better far to have this than
the meaningless shell that retentionists
would ask us to preserve. Architectural
ability and artistic inspiration, it is
sometimes worth remembering, did not
stop dead in the 18th Century."

Date Of Survey: 27th January 2004

27th Jan 2004

4. Internal Lobby with Sculpture by Norman Teeling. 5. Main Central Granite Stairwell. 6. Main Reception Area. 7. Interior of a Conference Room.
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BLOCK B
Fitzwilliam Street Lower,
Dublin 2

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty
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Date Of Survey: 27th January 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
ESB Head Office complex consists of five
blocks of office accommodation known
as Blocks A, B, C, D and E respectively.
Block B consists of a six-storey over
basement accommodation located
behind Block A, facing onto James’s
Street East, and links to Blocks A and C.
Block B was constructed during the
early 1950s. It was designed by ESB
Civil Works Department.
2
27th Jan 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

3
27th Jan 2004

Description & Materials
The plan is T-shaped and consists of six
storeys of office accommodation over a
basement car park with a plant room at
rooftop level.
It is a concrete framed structure with
glazing within a pattern of three-overthree and repeated between the
structural elements. The staircores to
each end of the building are finished in
a dry dashed render, and the building
has a flat roof with plant and equipment at roof level.
Internal Accommodation
Within the basement there are plant
rooms, rest and locker rooms, UPS and
battery rooms. The lower ground floor
consists of a bill printing room,
computer room and post room, and all

1
27th Jan 2004

remaining floors from first to fifth consist
of office accommodation. There are
three main stairwells to each end of the
T-shaped plan.
Within the ground floor and fifth floor,
the office accommodation is accessed
to the west and south areas off a central
spine corridor, with the north block
consisting of an open-plan layout.
The first to fourth floors consist of
cellular office accommodatioin off a
central corridor.
The offices to the west of block B view
into inner courtyards, while many
remaining offices view onto James’s
Street East.
Special Interest - Artistic
Sean Keating (1880-1977), born in
Limerick, completed work to record the
development of the Shannon Scheme
in sketches, drawings and paintings. His
work involved capturing and recording
all phases of the construction and
completion of this project. One of
Keating’s best known paintings Night
Candles together with a silver model of
Ardnacrusha, presented by management
staff to Dr. Thomas McLaughlin, first
Chief Executive of ESB, are on display
in ESB boardroom which is located in
this block.

4
27th Jan 2004

1. Rear Elevation. 2. Elevation to James’s Street East. 3. Detail of Rear Entrance and Junction with Block C. 4. Interior of a Conference Room.
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Summary
The ESB Head Office complex consists
of five blocks of office accommodation
known as Blocks A, B, C, D and E
respectively. Block C consists of a fivestorey over basement accommodation
located between Block A and James’s
Street East.
It was designed by ESB Civil Works
Department, and constructed during
1949/1950.
Description & Materials
Block C is largely rectangular in plan
and is located behind Block A, with links
through to Blocks A, B and D facing
onto James’s Street East.

ESB HEAD OFFICE
BLOCK C
Fitzwilliam Street Lower,
Dublin 2

Artistic (AR)

✔ Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 27th January 2004

The windows are aluminium and
broken into a series of three-over-three
panels. The flat roof has safety railings
above and plant areas recessed from
the building façade. This block is linked
at first floor and third floor by a
rendered concrete structural link to
blocks A, B and D, and is consistent in
height with Block B.
Internal Accommodation
The lower ground floor consists of
stores and plant rooms, the upper
ground floor consists of offices and the
computer/telecommunications room.
The first to fourth floor consists of
offices, computer room and call centre.
There are three original lifts in Block C.
The main staircase has a distinctive
timber and steel balustrade with glass
block infill to one side wall.

2
27th Jan 2004

3
27th Jan 2004

4

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The main elevation is onto James’s
Street East. It is a concrete framed
structure rendered and constructed in a
simple rationalist style. The glazing is in
a consistent pattern of three vertical
bays with the end glazing consistent to
emphasise the stairwell behind.

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

27th Jan 2004

1. View of Main Elevation onto James’s St. 2. Side Elevation into Courtyard. 3. Rear Elevation of Block C. 4. Main Staircore.
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Technical (T)

✔

Summary
ESB Head Office complex consists of five
blocks of office accommodation known
as Blocks A, B, C, D and E respectively.

2
27th Jan 2004

Block D is located at the southern end
of Block A and adjoins No.12 Fitzwilliam
Street. It extends through to James’s
Street East and was built in 1971. Part
of the frontage of Block D faces onto
Fitzwilliam Street behind three bays of
the Block A façade. The architects were
Stephenson Gibney and Associates.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
It is square-shaped in plan and consists
of five storeys in the main block, four
storeys over basement, and a threestorey portion linking to No. 49 Baggot
Street Lower at the corner of James’s
Street East.
The façade is a regular pattern
consisting of a series of 14 bays. Block D
forms three of those 14 bays which face
Lower Fitzwilliam Street and adjoins
No.12 Fitzwilliam Street.

3
27th Jan 2004

4
27th Jan 2004

The façade is clad in brown precast
concrete panels with five-panel vertical
glazing within each bay.

1
27th Jan 2004

Accommodation consists of offices,
plant rooms and storage. The upper
ground floor through to first, second
and third floors consist of office
accommodation. The modular office
partitioning within the open-plan area is
part partition and part glazing, permitting natural light to enter the
individual offices. The National Control
Centre is located on the fourth floor.
The floors are served by six stairwells.
Special Interest - Technical
National Control Centre
The intricate task of seeking to match
electricity production to customer
demand is performed by the National
Control Centre (NCC). The NCC
operates the national transmission
system in a manner to achieve maximum economy, consistent with safety,
security, continuity, quality and
environmental standards. The NCC
monitors the voltage on the transmission system and the loading of
transformers. In the event of a fault on
a transmission line, it may redistribute
production to avoid overloading of the
remaining lines and thus any customer
disruption. The function of the NCC has
been carried out in Head Office since
1957. At that time all operations took
place from the Load Dispatch Office
(LDO). In 1986 operations moved from
the LDO to the present-day location.
The NCC is located in open-plan
spacious accommodation with natural
light entering from the direction of the
inner courtyard, and views out into
the landscaped area beneath. The floor
is carpeted throughout and the walls
consist of vertical timber panelling.
There is a suspended ceiling with
services contained within the ceiling
void. There are recessed light fittings
within the suspended ceiling together
with a perimeter lighting system.

1. Side Elevation. 2. Front Elevation into Courtyard. 3. Interior of National Control Centre (Night View). 4. Interior of National Control Centre.
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Photographer:

Fitzwilliam Street Lower,
Dublin 2
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Summary
ESB Head Office complex consists of five
blocks of office accommodation known
as Blocks A, B, C, D and E respectively.

the atrium at the rear. The accommodation consists of a mixture of offices,
apartments and No. 29 Fitzwilliam Street
Lower, the Georgian House Museum.

Block E is located adjacent to Block A
and Block B. It consists of a series of
Georgian houses that were extensively
rebuilt and refurbished in 1989/1990
and front onto Mount Street Upper.
The buildings have been in ESB
ownership since 1929. The architects
were Stephenson Reddy and Associates.

The stairwells to each of the Georgian
houses have doors connecting to the
atrium at each half-landing level.
The atrium serves to enclose circulation
corridors, provide access to all the floor
levels and to link the block to Blocks A
and B. It is composed of a curtain
walling glazed structure with a
structural steel support system.

Date Of Survey: 27th January 2004

2
27th Jan 2004

It is comprised of a number of restored
Georgian houses which face onto
Mount Street Upper, all connected by

3
27th Jan 2004

4

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
Block E is rectangular in plan and
consists of four storeys over a basement. This building links into Blocks A
and B via the glazed atrium.

ESB HEAD OFFICE
BLOCK E

27th Jan 2004

1. Main Glazed Façade. 2. Stairwell Behind the Glazed Façade. 3. Interior of Glazed Circulation Area. 4. Detail of Junction of Brickwork and Glazing.
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Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Summary
No. 29 is a terraced three-bay fourstorey over basement brown buff brick
Georgian house currently used as a
museum. It depicts a typical townhouse
of the Georgian period, illustrating how
life was lived in the late Georgian era by
typical middle-class Dublin families. It
also reflects changing fashions from the
last years of the 18th Century to the
1830s. The museum project is a
partnership between ESB and the
National Museum of Ireland. The
ongoing support for the exhibition
forms an integral part of the overall
heritage policy of ESB, and represents a
significant commitment on behalf of
the Art and Industrial Division of the
National Museum.
The property is located adjacent to the
corner of Lower Fitzwilliam Street and
Mount Street Lower, overlooking the
southeast corner of Merrion Square.

3
23rd March 2004

4
23rd March 2004

118

Technical (T)

The property, built in 1794, was
restored by ESB in 1988 and opened to
the public in 1991 to celebrate Dublin’s
status as European cultural capital for
that year. It is now run by ESB in
association with the National Museum
of Ireland as a museum of Dublin home
life for the period 1790 to 1820.

1
23rd March 2004

Description & MaterialsA
The public entrance to the house is
located on Mount Street Upper via the
basement level of No. 30 Lower
Fitzwilliam Street. The basement floor
area accommodates the shop, audiovisual
facilities, tea room and associated
ancillary facilities. The remaining upper
floors accommodate the exhibition.
This is a terraced three-bay four-storey
over basement brown brick Georgian
house with the street boundary marked
by railings.
The pitched roof consists of cement
tiles with red clay ridge tiles and there is
equal parapet height with adjoining
buildings. The chimney stack is of
yellow brick over party wall and
lead flashings.
The walls are of yellow brick flemish
bond with tuck pointing and new
profiled granite string at ground floor
level. The basement walls are rendered
and painted and rebuilt above the
second floor cills in pink brick flemish
bond with recessed pointing.
There is a round-headed painted stone
doorcase with semi-circular plain plate
glass and fanlight with decorative
wrought-iron panel to the front. There is
a coved reveal and two composite strip
pilasters with moulded panel in shaft.
The frieze consists of three rosettes
linked with festoon. There are two strip
side lights with three wrought-iron
ellipses, an eight-panel painted timber
replica door with recessed panels and
central vertical bead.
The windows have flat brick arches,
granite cills, rendered reveals and
consist of timber-framed vertically
sliding sashes with horns six-over-six to
ground and second floors; nine-over-six
to first floor, with horns three-overthree to third floor; with horns
three-over-six to basement.

1. View of No. 29 at Corner of Mount Street and Fitzwilliam Street. 2. View of Mount Street Lower toward St. Stephen’s Church (Pepper Cannister).
3. View of Living Area of Exhibition Space. 4. Interior Room of Exhibition Space.

GEORGIAN
HOUSE MUSEUM
Number 29
Fitzwilliam Street Lower,
Dublin 2
5
23rd March 2004

All windows are c.1990 replacements and
there are three balconettes at first floor.
External
No. 29 is linked via an atrium circulation
zone which allowed fully flexible circulation
without interfering with the integrity of the
restored room format of the houses.
There are granite moulded plinths, mild
steel railings and three cast-iron posts
with urns.
Restoration
The decision to restore these buildings
had its historical roots in a commitment
by ESB to Dublin Corporation in 1977.

While much of the fabric of the original
house has not survived, great care and
consideration went into the development
of the exhibition. Many original patterns
have been used in the creation of features
such as the fine wallpapers, carpets, and
curtains, and considerable expertise was
deployed in putting together the pieces
of this historical jigsaw.
Special Interest - Historical
The development of the Fitzwilliam
Estate south of Merrion Square first
appears on an estate map of 1789 by
Patrick and John Roe. By the date of
John Roe’s map of 1791, the arrangement was formalised, with Fitzwilliam
Street reaching all the way to Leeson

Street and incorporating Fitzwilliam
Place. By 1847 the building in these
streets, apart from the southern
sections of Fitzwilliam Place, was
substantially complete. No. 29 was built
by John Usher, an apothecary who
dabbled in property speculation. It was
first occupied by a Mrs. Beatty, the
widow of a wine merchant, and her
family. The property was acquired by
ESB in 1928.
Special Interest - Cultural
The property depicts the previously
untold story of middle class home life in
a key period in the history of the nation
and its capital, and the building now
plays host to a wide cross section of
visitors, from Ireland, Europe, America
and beyond.

6
23rd March 2004

No . 29 had been decorated and
furnished by the National Museum of
Ireland and ESB, with advice from
architect John O’Connell.
Special Interest - Architectural
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a protected structure.
7

Opening Times:
Tuesday-Saturday: 10am-5pm
Sunday: 1pm-5pm
Closed on Mondays and two weeks
prior to Christmas.
Address: 29 Fitzwilliam Street Lower,
Dublin 2.
Tel:
+ 353 1 702 6165
Fax:
+ 353 1 702 7796

A

This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.

23rd March 2004

8

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

In 1986, prior to work commencing, the
Irish Architectural Archive, in conjunction with the Irish Georgian
Society, completed a survey of No. 29
Fitzwilliam Street Lower. This detailed
report concluded that No. 29 was a
building much altered over time.
A number of features, such as the
internal fanlight and doors in ground
floor hall, and the internal partition wall
in the dining room, were deemed to be
Victorian additions and were recommended for removal.

Date Of Survey: 23rd March 2004

23rd March 2004

5. View of Sleeping Accommodation of Exhibition Space. 6. View of Main Auditorium/Lecture Room.
7. View of Dining Area of Exhibition Space. 8. View of Public Cafeteria.
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Summary
No. 12 is a terraced, two-bay, four-storey
over basement red brick Georgian house
incorporating a three-storey over basement return. There is a small yard to the
rear and no garden or mews building.
Adjacent to the corner of Fitzwilliam
Street Lower and Lower Baggot Street,
the surrounding buildings are fourstorey over basement in scale and vary
in use from residential to commercial.
2
27th Jan 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

3
27th Jan 2004

Description & MaterialsA
The walls comprise red colour-washed
brick Flemish bond with tuck pointing,
granite copings, painted stone string at
ground floor level. Basement walls are
rendered, painted and lined. The main
entrance door comprises a roundheaded painted stone doorcase, semielliptical plate glass fanlight, two Ionic
columns with fluted frieze and cornice
over. The window openings are
composed of flat brick arches, painted
stone cills, rendered reveals, timber
framed sliding sashes with horns sixover-six to ground, first and second
floors, with horns three-over-three to
third floor, with horns four-over-four to
basement. A number of windows on the
upper floors have been replaced with
single glazed timber casement windows.
The front façade to Fitzwilliam Street is
largely intact with the exception of the
parapet wall rebuilt above third floor
arches in red brick Flemish bond. The rear
has been altered due to ESB Head Office
works adjacent and behind.
The interior incorporates extensive use of
structural ties from front to back at ceiling
cornice level. Many of the doorcases and
the main staircases exhibit evidence of
extensive structural settlement. Although
converted into a number of selfcontained flats, many original features
are intact including staircases, doorcases
and associated joinery, window boxes
and shutters, ceiling centrepieces and

1. Front Elevation. 2. Front Door to Main Entrance. 3. Internal View of Office with Fireplace.
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Technical (T)

27th Jan 2004

marble fireplaces. The plan form includes
a separate staircase from third floor level
to fourth floor level.
The building contained self-contained
residences (flats) until recent times and
is currently unoccupied.
Special Features - Architectural
The main significant architectural
conservation elements include the main
entrance door which comprises a roundheaded painted stone doorcase, the
semi-elliptical plate glass fanlight, two
Ionic columns with fluted frieze and
cornice over.
Two wrought-curved fronted balconettes
exist at first floor window level
addressing Lower Fitzwilliam Street.
Painted stone moulded plinth, wrought
iron railings, two cast iron posts, one
corner post and urn missing, gate and
timber stairs to stone flagged area, two
granite steps and landing, plinth
replaced in unpainted squared granite
adjacent to No. 13. Under the Dublin
City Development Plan 1999 this is a
protected structure - List 1, architectural
(protected structure).
Special Interest - Historical
The development of the Fitzwilliam
Estate south of Merrion Square first
appears on an estate map of 1789
by Patrick and John Roe. By the date
of John Roe’s map of 1791, the arrangement was formalised, with Fitzwilliam
Street reaching all the way to Leeson
Street and incorporating Fitzwilliam
Place. By 1847 the building in these
streets, apart from the southern
sections of Fitzwilliam Place, was
substantially complete. No.12 was
acquired by ESB in 1967.
A

This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.
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Dublin 2
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Special Interest - Architectural
The main entrance door comprises
round-headed painted stone door-case,
semi-circular wrought iron ‘sunburst’
fanlight, two-thirds fluted Doric
columns, frieze with two wreaths over
columns, central section with recessed
panel, ovolo and fillet moulding over, 6panel painted timber door with
recessed panel and central vertical
bead, one wreath and part of surround
are damaged. Two wrought iron-curved
fronted balconettes at first floor level
windows, four iron balconettes at
second and third floor level windows
which address Upper Fitzwilliam Street
Granite stone moulded plinth curved at
steps, cast iron railings with spear tops,
gate, area stone flagged, three granite
nosed steps and landing to entrance,
shared with No. 38. Equal parpapets
both sides probably built along with
Nos. 33-36.
Special Interest - Historical
The development of the Fitzwilliam
Estate south of Merrion Square first
appears on an estate map of 1789 by
Patrick and John Roe. By the date of
John Roe’s map of 1791, the arrangement was formalised, with Fitzwilliam
Street reaching all the way to Leeson
Street and incorporating Fitzwilliam
Place. By 1847 the building in these
streets, apart from the southern sections
of Fitzwilliam Place, was substantially
complete.

Date Of Survey: 27th January 2004
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27th Jan 2004

3
27th Jan 2004

Special Interest - Architectural
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a protected structure List 1, architectural (protected structure).
A

This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The main entrance door comprises
round-headed painted stone door-case,
semi-circular wrought iron ‘sunburst’
fanlight, two-thirds fluted Doric
columns, frieze with two wreaths over
columns, central section with recessed
panel, ovolo and fillet moulding over, 6panel painted timber door with recessed
panel and central vertical bead, one
wreath and part of surround are
damaged. The windows openings are
composed of flat brick arches, painted
stone sills, rendered reveals, painted
stone reveals to ground floor, painted
rusticated reveals to basement, timber
framed vertically sliding sashes with
horns two-pane to ground floor, with
horns six-over-six to first and second
floors, with horns three-over-three to
third floor, with horns eight-over-eight
to basement with cast iron grill.

ESB OFFICES

Social (SO)

27th Jan 2004

Description & MaterialsA
The walls comprise yellow/buff brick
Flemish bond with flush pointing,
granite coping, granite projecting string
at first floor cills, ground floor faced with
granite ashlar, painted stone moulded
string at ground floor level, basement
façade painted ashlar, other walls
rendered and painted, brickwork rebuild above third floor sills in yellow brick
English garden wall bond, painted stone
string at ground floor level, basement
walls are rendered, painted and lined.

✔ Cultural (C)

National

1

Summary
No. 37 is a terraced two-bay four-storey
over basement brick and partly stonefaced Georgian house which was until
recently used as offices. The building
is currently unoccupied. Located between
the corner of Fitzwilliam Street Upper,
Lower Baggot Street and Fitzwilliam
Square, the surrounding buildings are
four-storey over basement in scale and
mainly of office use.

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

1. Front Elevation. 2. Front Door to Main Entrance. 3. Internal Cornice and Capital Detail.

121

Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& OFFICES
40-43 Fleet Street
Dublin 2

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3263/10

ESB Ref: D-SS--3263/10

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 28th February 2003

2
28th Feb 2003

✔
✔
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1
28th Feb 2003

Summary
The property consists of a four-storey
over basement office building, retail
shop at ground floor level, open-plan
office space and associated service
cores at upper floor levels. There is a
single storey store building and loading
bay which exits on to Parliament Row.

colours resulting in a coursed effect.
The Fleet Street façade is broken up
with two multiple bays of curtain
walling asymmetrically organised about
the main entrance bay. This is highlighted by a ceramic tile clad vertical
bay punctuated by a series of oriel
windows on each floor level.

The property is located on an urban
corner site bounded by Fleet Street and
Parliament Row, adjacent to the junction
of Fleet Street and Westmoreland Street.
The surrounding streetscape is fourstorey in scale.

The office accommodation consists of
curtain walling incorporating opening
sections, integral spandrel panels and a
second skin of glazing to the interior.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The main building was built in
1962. It was extensively refubished
during 1989. The architects were
ESB International.
Description & Materials
The public façades of the building are
clad in a ceramic tile of alternating

The ground floor retail area acts as a
plinth. The structural columns onto
Fleet Street are clad in corian marble
cladding and the shop front is expressed
by the contemporary butt-jointed
glazed bay windows. The plinth composition is beneath and is capped
by a projecting canopy and string
course at first floor level with a strong
horizontal emphasis.

3
28th Feb 2003

4
28th Feb 2003

1. View of Building in Street Context. 2. Corner Detail to Parliament Row. 3. Elevation to Street. 4. Detail of Curtain Wall Façade.
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ESB RETAIL SHOP
& OFFICES
40-43 Fleet Street
Dublin 2

5
28th Feb 2003

Internally the retail showrooms were
fitted out to the highest standard of the
day, both in 1962 and 1989. This
building was used as one of the largest
ESB revenue collection centres.
The service elements and rear façade
are of render finish and are expressed as
a series of bays. The roof structure is flat
with parapet walls and incorporates
screening to miscellaneous roof
mounted plant.

A site for the new main substation, to
transform the Shannon current from
38kV to 5kV station, was acquired
adjacent to the existing distribution
station at Fleet Street. Adjacent to the

main building was a power station. This
building was subsequently used as a car
park by ESB. It was sold during the
early 1990s and was subsequently redeveloped as a multi-storey car park.
The power station was the location for
the electrical load centre for Dublin city.
Special Features - Social
Within Fleet Street there was a well
known management unit which looked
after customer accounting records.
There was a very strict management
regime employed in that area which
would be well known throughout ESB.
Despite the best efforts to stifle the
creativity of the staff there, one of the
better known ex-graduates of that
regime was Prof. Brendan Kennelly of
Trinity College Dublin, who was a
clerical officer there in the early years.

6
28th Feb 2003

8

7

28th Feb 2003

28th Feb 2003

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Special Features - Historical
Historically Fleet Street was not
dissected by Westmoreland Street until
1799, and was the location for many
foreign consuls in the 1800s.

Date Of Survey: 28th February 2003

5. Interior of Shop. 6. Detail of Junction with Adjacent Building. 7. End Elevation. 8. View of Façade from Westmoreland Street.
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ESB Retail Shop and Offices, Fleet Street, Dublin 2
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ESB Ref: D-SS-3263/24

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local
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National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB OFFICES
75-77 Dublin Industrial Estate,
Glasnevin, Dublin 9

Social (SO)

1
4 Dec 2003

Summary
The buildings comprise 1200m2 of
offices, workshops and approx. 900m2
of warehouse space. The building is
currently vacant, but was occupied in
the recent past by Rank Xerox as offices
and warehouse.
The building is located on a corner
site on the junction of Lagan Road
and Boyne Road within the Dublin
Industrial Estate.
The date of construction was circa 1970.
Description & Materials
The building assemblage is composed
of three elements.

The office building is expressed as
a multi-bayed façade comprising a
regular grid of brickwork piers cladding
a steel frame structure incorporating
infill aluminium powder coated single
glazed window frames and painted
render finished spandrel panels. The
roof is of flat roof construction with a
low level parapet to the perimeter

Date Of Survey: 4th December 2003

incorporating copings to the vertical
brick wall panels.
The warehouse space and office
accommodation to the rear comprise a
combination of steel portal frame
with block infill walls and steel
frame with profiled metal cladding
panels. The roof is of low pitched
construction incorporating a simply
expressed roof edge detail at the
junction with the predominantly brick
wall cladding.
The front and rear elements are linked
by a two-storey timber-framed, partiallyglazed corridor.

2
4 Dec 2003

Two small external buildings have
been constructed on the site: one
houses fuel oil tanks while the other is
an ESB substation.
The building is free standing on the
site and incorporates car parking and
hard landscaping to the front, soft
landscaping to the side and a hard
surface yard to the rear.

3
4 Dec 2003

4

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

A two-storey office building addresses
the approach road to the site. This
element is connected at the rear via a
glazed link to a two storey in-scale
warehouse building.

Technical (T)

4 Dec 2003

1. Elevation to Approach Road. 2. Interior View. 3. View of Link between Front and Rear Blocks. 4. View of Façades.
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ESB ARCHIVES
Parnell Avenue,
Harold’s Cross
Dublin 6W

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3263-24

ESB Ref: D-SS-3263/24
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Heritage Evaluation:
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International
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✔
✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 4th December 2003

Summary
The site is located at the end of Parnell
Avenue, off Parnell Road, on the Grand
Canal. The site contains two main
buildings, one a three-storey office
building with adjoining workshop
occupied by ESB Contracts division, and
a two-storey office block housing
ESB Archive. The buildings were constructed in 1973.
2
4th Dec 2003

1

Technical (T)

ESB Archive locates, collects and
preserves printed and other material
relating to ESB’s history, and reflects the
unique contribution of the company to
the economic and social development of
Ireland over the past 77 years.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The Archive was established in 1991 to
preserve for future generations the
Board's commercial, social and cultural
heritage. From very modest beginnings,
the archive has become an important
source of information on the history of
electricity supply in Ireland from the end
of the last century to the present day.

4th Dec 2003

Description & Materials
Archive Building
The detached single storey flat roofed
office building houses the archives. It
has an L-shaped plan and covers an
area of 666m2. It consists of tubular
steel roof trusses supporting corrugated
metal decking to the roof. These trusses
span the showroom and are concealed
by a suspended ceiling.
The external treatment is similar to that
of the Contracts building with painted
brickwork outer leaf planes between
timber framed windows, panelling and
eight roof lights overhead. There are two
reinforced concrete canopies over folded
concertina steel doors which acts as the
goods entrance to the archive’s storage
area. The timber panelled recesses
emphasise the verticality of the building
and reveal the bays of the structure.
Role
As well as reflecting the company's role
in laying the foundations for Ireland's

3
4th Dec 2003

4
4th Dec 2003

1. Aerial View of Archives Building. 2. Side Elevation of Building. 3. Rear Elevation and Yard. 4. Window Detail.
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ESB ARCHIVES
Parnell Avenue,
Harold’s Cross,
Dublin 6W

5
4th Dec 2003

rapid industrialisation and urbanisation,
the Archive records the enormous investment made by ESB over the years in
developing a wide range of technical
and other skills. The material is testimony to the energy and ingenuity of
thousands of ESB personnel, and their
contribution in helping to make Ireland
what it is today.

There is pre-arranged access available
to the public and the contact details are
listed below:

It is company policy to develop
and enhance ESB's archival collection
"in a manner which safeguards the
Board's commercial, social and cultural
heritage for the enrichment of ESB and
the wider community".

Monday to Friday except Bank &
Public Holidays.

Date Of Survey: 4th December 2003

Telephone Number: 00353-1-6042132,
Fax No: 00353-1-6042179
email: archive@mail.esb.ie
Opening Hours: 9:30am to 12:30am &
2:00pm to 4:00pm,

6
4th Dec 2003

7
4th Dec 2003

9

8

4th Dec 2003

4th Dec 2003

5. Some Items from the Archival Collection. 6. View of Research Room. 7. View of Film Room. 8. View of Archive Storage Units.
9. Barograph from former Secretary J.J Gargins Office.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Special Interest - Historical/Cultural
The archive facility is a rich resource
which can be used by those interested
in undertaking research relating to ESB's
work since its establishment in 1927.
The collection also reflects large
sections of the social development in
Ireland since the 1920s

127

Part of Archive Collection.
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Surveyors Name:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3263/24

ESB Ref: D-SS-3263/24

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

4th Dec 2003

Summary
The site is located at the end of Parnell
Avenue, off Parnell Road, on the Grand
Canal. The site contains two main
buildings, one a three-storey office
building with adjoining workshop
occupied by ESB Contracts division, and
a two-storey office block housing
ESB Archives. The buildings were
constructed in 1973.
Description & Materials

The building is constructed of inner leaf
blockwork
supporting
reinforced
concrete ribbed floor slabs. The external brick outer leaf has been painted
white, and the external treatment
comprises vertical planes of painted
brickwork revealing glazed and timber
panelled vertical joints rising through
the three storeys. The planes of
brickwork emphasise the verticality of

Parnell Avenue,
Harold’s Cross,
Dublin 6W

Archaeological (AG)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 4th December 2003

the building. The windows are framed
both in aluminium and timber. There
is a reinforced concrete slab which
acts as a canopy over the entrance to
the warehouse.
The site is enclosed by a 2.4m high
concrete blockwork wall on a site
located off Parnell Avenue. There are
closed-off petrol tanks located under
the planted area in the car park. The
site is positioned at a higher level than
the road with a steep incline on
entering the site. The staff car parking is
provided to the perimeter of the
entrance courtyard.

2
4th Dec 2003

Contracts Workshops Building
This building is a simple concrete single
storey flat roofed structure with a gross
area of 315m2. There are high level
clerestory windows above the painted
brick façade. All timber doors, windows
and fascia are painted blue.
The site area is 0.62ha (1.53 acres).

3
4th Dec 2003

4

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Contracts Office Building
This detached three-storey flat roofed
office building comprises a warehouse,
offices, kitchen, toilets and two stairwells.
The main office building comprises
three floors including the adjoining
double height warehouse, and has an
area of 1387.5m2.

ESB CONTRACTS
& WORKSHOP

✔ Architectural (A)

Local

1

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

4th Dec 2003

1. Front Elevation. 2. Façade Corner Detail. 3. Timber Panelling to Side Elevation. 4. Detail.
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SUBSTATION
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Harold’s Cross, Dublin 6W

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3263/24

ESB Ref: D-N-3263/24
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Date Of Survey: 23rd March 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
This building is a detached one and
two-storey red bricked 110kV substation building, built on a rectangular
plan set back slightly from the existing
terrace on Harold’s Cross Road near the
Grand Canal Bridge.
Harold’s Cross is a high voltage 110kV
indoor substation built by ESB to provide
the additional capacity required to
facilitate further growth, and to provide
security of supply to existing customers.
2
23rd Mar 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
The property faces west onto Harold’s
Cross Road and comprises a rectangular
site enclosed by 2m high palisade steel
fencing to the front, and is accessed
from the front through steel palisade
gates. An adjoining laneway at the side
accesses office properties to the rear.
It is a detached single storey double
height structure comprising two staggered
monopitched bays accommodating
transformer rooms. The building rises to

3
23rd Mar 2004

4
23rd Mar 2004

1. Elevation to Street. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. Elevation to North. 4. Elevation to South.
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1
23rd Mar 2004

two storeys in scale and is set back from
the terraces on either side. The building
is designed as a single volume within
which accommodation is organised,
and contains a large transformer room.
The front façades incorporate a two-bay
composition. The west façade to the
road has no openings, in contrast to
the side façade which incorporates a
series of roller shutter doors to facilitate
maintenance and changes to heavy
equipment, such as transformers.
Red stretcher course brickwork external
leaf encloses the building on all four
sides. A panel of brickwork has filled in a
former opening at the side of the building.
There are two telecommunications
antennae attached to the building
which comprises a similar colour to
the brickwork. Despite its scale, the
building is surprisingly low key in appearance and merges very successfully with
the local surroudings.

Surveyors Name:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3262/19

ESB Ref: D-N-3262/19

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

1
21st Nov 2003
23rd Mar 2004

Summary
The property is a detached building of
elegant proportions built in 1929 at the
same time as Ardnacrusha Hydro
Electric Power Station and the Shannon
Scheme in County Clare. It comprises
three storeys over a basement, with attic
rooms. The building served as a control
building. ESB compound contains a
number of buildings including stores,
garages, canteen, line equipment
stores, workshops and administration
building. Military watch towers (now
redundant) flank the front corners of
the site. The control building is located
to the rear of the site and is accessed
through palisade fencing.

The building accommodates workshops
and storage on the ground floor. The
control room occupies the entire second
floor of one of the blocks and sits over a
cable floor occupying the first floor level.
Staff rooms and facilities were located in
the upper floors of the second block. Two
stairwells access the upper floors of the
buildings. The main stairwell which
accesses the control room is Art Deco in
style with a painted steel balustrade
supporting a hardwood handrail. The
control room of this building demands
particular note. It was formerly lit naturally
from a large roof light which has since
been covered. Some of the original
furnishings are still present including
desks, metal cabinets and obsolete
machinery displaying old technology. Art
Deco style period hardwood doors, frames
and fittings finish the room. The etched
glass panelling would have allowed
indirect natural light from the control
room to filter out into the stairwells and
surrounding spaces. The Art Deco door
handles are chrome plated.

ESB T.O.D.
CONTROL
BUILDING

Architectural (A)

Jamestown Road,
Inchicore, Dublin 8

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

This robust structure is built of
reinforced concrete frame construction
with cast in-situ reinforced concrete
floors. A vertical steel cable shaft runs
through the building. Doors on the
ground floor are of painted steel. The
external treatment comprises nap plaster
render surrounding timber framed
windows and concrete cills. Rear windows
have been replaced with aluminium
frames. There is an attractive curved
roofed semicircular dormer window on
one of the roof hips, and the roof
covering comprises blue/black slates.
There is also an overhanging glazed
booth off the control room on the front
elevation.
Steel rails, which formerly transported
coal, traverse the site. There is a large
ESB pylon located behind the building.
Special Interest - Historical
This building is of significance. Upon
the completion of Ardnacrusha Station,
the control centre served as the node
centre for transmitting and distributing
electricity throughout Dublin and
onwards through other parts of the
country. It was an integral part of the
completion of the Shannon Scheme.

Date Of Survey: 21st November 2003
23rd March 2004

2
21st Nov 2003
23rd Mar 2004

3
21st Nov 2003
23rd Mar 2004

4

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
The building form consists of two hipped
and pitched roof blocks each comprising
six bays long and five bays wide.

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

21st Nov 2003
23rd Mar 2004

1. View of Side and Front Elevations. 2. Dormer Window Detail. 3. Interior of Control Room. 4. View of Control Building and Compound.
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Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox
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Date Of Survey: 21st November 2003

2
21st Nov 2003

Technical (T)

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Summary
The present use of the entire property is
as an ESB depot. There are 11 buildings
in total on the site, mostly single storey.
Located on a site just north of the Grand
Canal in Dublin, it is accessed through a
residential area. There are a number of
rights of way affecting the total land
owned by ESB in this area.

treatment comprises concrete blockwork and rough dash render surrounding steel framed windows. Metal
security panels are applied to the inside
of the window openings. The curved wall
of the entrance bay surrounds a glass
block panel providing natural light to
the entrance. A suspended ceiling is
applied throughout.

The main centre contains a number of
buildings including an early substation
building, canteen/garage building, line
equipment store building, line stores
building, a stores building, a store/
workshop building and a SIAC building.
The property comprises garages,
stores, a SIAC building, canteen, station
supervisor’s house, 38kV substation,
38kV building, 110kV building, line
equipment stores, control building and
220kV building. The site is enclosed by
3m high palisade and chain link fencing.

Canteen/Garage Stores Building
The building comprises garages, stores,
canteen, a kitchen and toilets. The main
block of the building comprises a steel
portal frame with adjoining single
storey flat roofed additions to the side
and rear. The structure is composed of a
steel portal frame. The building is
enclosed by a concrete blockwork wall
with stipple dashed plaster finish.
Folded metal sheeted doors access the
garages. Profiled roof cladding finish
covers the garage roof. The floor area of
the building is 611m2.

Description & Materials

3
21st Nov 2003

SIAC Building
The SIAC building is a detached single
storey flat roofed structure. This sevenbay concrete framed building comprises
a reception, offices, a meeting room, a
store room and toilets. The external

4
21st Nov 2003

1. SIAC Building. 2. SIAC Building. 3. Canteen. 4. Store Building.
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1
21st Nov 2003

Stores Building
This building is single storey but
has a mezzanine level for overhead
storage, and an adjoining lean-to
telecommunications room. It comprises
five bays of steel structure with an
adjoining telecommunications room.

ESB T.O.D.
MAIN CENTRE
Jamestown Road,
Inchicore, Dublin 8

5
21st Nov 2003

width. The accommodation consists
of a large store space, and small
store room in the far corner of the
building. The base of the building
comprises a concrete block rising wall.
The gross floor area of the stores
building is 155.11m2.

Stores/Workshop Block
This is a detached single storey steel
portal frame structure comprising five
bays enclosing a large store room,
office and changing room. The external
treatment consists of profiled metal
sheet cladding finish with concrete
blockwork wall construction with
rendered plaster finish to the base of
the building. The roof covering comprises blue profiled metal roof cladding
with incorporated clear cladding roof
lights. Two metal sheeting folding
garage doors access the main store area,
and there are two steel personal security
doors.

38kV Substation Inchicore
The 38kV substation is located towards
the north of the site parallel to the 38kV
building enclosed behind galvanised
steel palisade fencing. The building sits
next to a transformer yard. This twostorey flat roofed concrete framed
building sits on a rectangular plan and
is two storeys in scale. The flat roof and
guttering is concealed behind a parapet
wall. The external treatment comprises
nap plaster rendered concrete with
recessed rectangular panels running
along the long elevations.

Line Equipment Store
This is a nine-bay steel framed monopitched building comprising a general
vehicle and store area and two smaller
storage areas. The building is twostorey in scale at the taller elevation.
Structurally the building comprises a
steel frame of steel portal columns and
lattice trusses.The external treatment
comprises profiled metal cladding finish
facing over concrete blockwork wall to
base with a nap plaster render. A roller
shutter door and sliding metal sheeted
cladding doors provide vehicular access
to the building. The floor area of the
line equipment store is 655.4m2.
Line Stores Building
This is a three-bay steel portal frame
building comprising a double height
store room with a flat roof. The external
treatment comprises a profiled metal
cladding finish and two roller shutter
garage doors occupying a full bay

38kV Building
This detached two-storey flat roofed
building sits on a long rectangular plan
and is located next to a newly
constructed transformer yard and the
existing 38kV substation.
The site area is 5.4ha (13.31 acres)

6
21st Nov 2003

7
21st Nov 2003

8

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The accommodation comprises a
general store, store rooms and offices.
The barrel vaulted ceiling is supported
on curved steel lattice trusses with
corrugated metal cladding finish.
This corrugated metal cladding is
continued to the face of the building.

Date Of Survey: 21st November 2003

21st Nov 2003

5. Stores Workshop Building. 6. Stores Building. 7. 38kV Building. 8. Line Stores Building.
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ESB Ref: D-N-3262/19

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local

Jamestown Road,
Inchicore, Dublin 8

Mark Tolan

Photographer:
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Date Of Survey: 8th January 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
This is a detached two-storey flat
roofed house. It is designed in a modernist architectural style and was built
during the mid to late 1930s, around
the same time as the worker’s housing
at Ardnacrusha Hydro Electric Power
Station. The house was built to provide
convenient living accommodation for
the station supervisor.
2
8th Jan 2004

Description & Materials
The house has a square-shaped floor
plan and comprises simple orthogonal
lines in its design. The feature chimney
is located centrally on plan and is
capped with a square concrete slab.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The property comprises of concrete
blockwork construction supporting
reinforced concrete floors and roof.
The external treatment comprises steel
framed windows with tiled cills
surrounded by pebble dash render
walls generally. There is a smooth
plaster render to the plinth at the

3
8th Jan 2004

4
8th Jan 2004

1. View approaching House. 2. Side Elevation of House. 3. Main Entrance. 4. Side Elevation.
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1
8th Jan 2004

base of the building. Smooth nap
plaster bands stretch across the top of
the series of windows and wrap
around the corners. The building still
displays its original doors and windows.
The parapet wall conceals the flat roof
and guttering.
The main entrance has a distinctive
protruding concrete canopy. The
windows above follow the line of
the stairs behind.
The surrounding garden is planted with
mature shrubbery and trees.
Special Interest - Architectural
The building is designed in a modernist
style and still has all its original
features intact.

Surveyors Name:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3264/11

ESB Ref: D-SS-3264/11

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
19th Feb 2004

Summary
The Matthews Building consists of a
two-storey office building, car park, and
a single storey telecommunications
stores building located to the rear of
the property.
The property is located on James’s Place
East, a small lane running behind
the Bank of Ireland office complex
on Baggot Street Lower, and 135m
from ESB Head Office. Neighbouring
buildings include a number of mews
dwellings, offices and a school.

Description & Materials
The main building is two storeys in
scale with localised plant room at roof
level. It is of reinforced concrete frame
construction with in-situ concrete floors
and roof. External walls are of concrete
block infill panels which are finished in
white painted render.
The office spaces are expressed by the
linear windows broken by the column
grid at ground and first floor. The linear
emphasis of the windows and white
painted walls reflect the modern
international style. The entrance to the
building is asymmetrically located at
the left-hand side staircore and a series
of service entrances are located on
the rear façade.
The interior of the building comprises a
series of cellular office spaces of varying
size, staff canteen, toilets, two staircores
and a number of store rooms. The
original timber windows have been
replaced with an aluminium glazing
system. Areas of the ground floor were
previously used for training purposes by

ESB OFFICES
Matthews Building,
Nos. 37- 42 James’s Place,
Dublin 2

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

✔

Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

the Telecommunications section. The
upper floor offices are currently
occupied by the I.U.P. (Infrastructure
Update Project) involving roll out of
2003 XP servers.
The single storey building to the rear of
the Matthews building is used by the
Telecommunications section of ESB.
Telecommunications spares for the
nationwide network, varying from
mobile radios to satellite dishes, are
stored in this building. The building,
single storey in scale, is finished with a
grey concrete brick and a parapet roof.
The car park between the buildings is
enclosed by steel vehicular gates.

2
19th Feb 2004

Special Interest - Social
The ground floor is currently used by
MADSOC the music and drama society
of ESB.
A two-storey building adjoins the
Matthews building at the James’s Street
East end of the building. This building
incorporates a vehicular entrance through
to the rear of No. 43 Mount Street Upper
and a plaque with the words ESB Officers
Association Reg Office is mounted on
the Street Elevation refering to an
adjacent property.

3
19th Feb 2004

4

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The main building was constructed in
1971. The property was purchased by
ESB in 1978. Subsequently additional
land was acquired to the rear and a single
storey telecommunications stores building was constructed in 1980.

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

19th Feb 2004

1. Front Elevation to Street. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. Elevation of Telecommunications Building. 4. Plaque Identifying ESB’s Officers’ Association Reg. Office.
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Photographer:

Andrea Fox
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Peter Carroll
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ESB Ref: D/DCC-N-3264/12
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Date Of Survey: 23rd March 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
This is a detached three-bay symmetrical single storey substation
building, built in a neoclassical style of
the Doric order, located within the
confines of Merrion Square.

2
23rd March 2004

The building is located near the northwest corner of the Square near the
Clare Street junction next to the
Oscar Wilde memorial statue. There
are mature trees and shrubbery
surrounding the building, and the front
elevation faces the National Gallery of
Art on Merrion Square West.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
The property comprises a single storey
flat roofed building but is a storey and a
half in scale built on a rectangular plan.
The external treatment is sensitive to
the rich architectural heritage of the
location. The front elevation is sym-

3
23rd March 2004

4
23rd March 2004
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1. View of Front Elevation onto Merrion Square. 2. View of Access Doors. 3. Emblem on Front Elevation.
4. Rear Elevation from Merrion Square and Oscar Wilde Statue.

1
23rd March 2004

metrical and comprises three bays with
a central double door flanked by
pilasters, and further corner pilasters.
The rhythm of this elevation is carried
to the sides and rear elevations.
A plaster moulding comprising the
Dublin City Coat of Arms sits above
the door. The architrave to the top runs
around the perimeter of the building.
There is a light plaster render on the
blockwork and the the joints are evident
on the elevation. There is a parapet wall
which conceals the guttering and flat
roof. There are large hardwood double
doors to access the building, and these
are of painted hard wood and divided
into three panels.
Special Interest - Architectural
This is a very attractive substation
designed in the neoclassical style.

Surveyors Name:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll
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ESB Ref: D-SS-3264/11+12
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Heritage Evaluation:
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International
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39 Merrion Square East,
Dublin 2

✔

✔

Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 28th January 2004

sive work carried out after a fire in 1972
but its structure remains in the
traditional form of solid brick and
masonry walls supporting hardwood
timber floors. The roof is timber cut and
slated. There is a partly rendered brick
stack over the party wall with No. 38
and zinc flashings at equal ridge height
with adjacent properties.
Internal
The stairwell has a barrel vaulted ceiling
and rosette with cornicing, and is
naturally lit by a Venetian window to
the rear elevation. There are a pair of
Ionic pillars which dominate the first
floor return. The property is linked to
the adjoining buildings by internal
doors on the ground and first floor
level. The floor of the hallway is covered
with an original white polished Portland
stone, and marble mantle pieces adorn
the reception rooms.

2
28th Jan 2004

Special Interest - Architectural
This is a prime example of a late 18th
Century Georgian townhouse with great
architectural detail of the period throughout.
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a protected structure.
Special Interest–Historical
ESB purchased the former British
Embassy at No. 39 Merrion Square in
1973. The house had suffered ex-tensive
damage following a major demonstration in February 1973. ESB funded
the restoration of Nos. 39 and 40.
A

3
28th Jan 2004

This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Front Façade
The front door is reached via five granite
steps and landing, and there is a simple
cast-iron footscrape to one side of
the door. The front door consists of a
round-headed opening with rendered
and brick reveals, semicircular leaded
decorative fanlight, a rendered surround
incorporating swag of husks, rosettes
and fluting. There is a painted stone
doorcase with two composite Ionic
columns and two square-plan Ionic halfpilasters, and two leaded sidelights with
diamond motifs. There is a ten-panel
painted timber door.
There is a gate and concrete stairs to
basement yard area which is paved with
terracotta tiles laid on the diagonal.
Layout
The building has a floor area of approx.
730m2. The building had some exten-

ESB OFFICES

Social (SO)

28th Jan 2004

Description & MaterialsA
The building comprises five storeys of
accommodation with a three-storey
return building which was a later
addition. It retains much of the original
site layout with a planted rear garden and
two-storey mews building built on the
site of the original structure. This redbrick
clad two-storey flat roofed rear building
accesses the lane directly through a rear
yard. There is redbrick flemish bond
brickwork with flush pointing which is
topped with concrete coping and a
granite moulded string course at ground
floor level. The basement walls are
rendered, painted and lined.

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

1

Summary
No. 39 is a five-storey three-bay
terraced Georgian townhouse built as a
private residence, and is one of a series
of five adjoining buildings in the
ownership of ESB. It currently houses
ELCOM, ESB’s customer complaints
administration. The property was built
in 1780 as a private residence. It was
designed by Samuel Sproule.

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

1. Front Elevation to Street. 2. Interior Ceiling Rose. 3. Front Door to No.39.
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2
19th Nov 2003

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

3
19th Nov 2003

19th Nov 2003

Summary
No. 40 is one of five 5 storey buildings,
addressing the square, in the ownership
of the ESB. It was built in 1780. This
three-bay building forms part of the east
side of Merrion Square and is presently
in use as offices. In 1973-74 the ESB
funded the restoration of Nos. 39 and
40. No. 39, along with Nos. 38 and 40,
which are situated on the lot of Edward
Kent, have façades almost identical to
that of No. 37, and on the basis of this
evidence, it is thought that they were
also designed by Samuel Sproule.
In 1994/1995 all five properties were
extensively and sensitively refurbished.
The architects were ESBI, Building
Consultancy Group.

two square plan half-pilasters; fluted
breakfront frieze with three rosettes,
cornices and two leaded sidelights with
diamond motifs. The door comprises 10
painted timber panels door with raised
and fielded and central vertical bead
and there are shared front entrance
steps with No. 39.

Description and MaterialsA
The property comprises a five storey
building with four storey return with
original yard layout level with basement
floor. No. 40 is linked internally to
houses 39 and 41 on the ground floor.
The front door is surrounded by round
headed opening with rendered and
brick reveals surrounding a semicircular lead and glass decorative
fanlight with rendered surround
incorporating swags of husks, rosettes
and fluting. The door case treatment
comprises two composite columns and

Special interest Historical
From a list accompanying the 1791
statute which enclosed the square it
would appear that the first occupant of
No. 40 was Charles Henry Coote (later
2nd Lord Castlecoote).

Special Interest - Artistic
Media
Number 40 distinguishes itself from its
neighbouring building in having an
elaborately detailed piano nobile interior
which has been used in the filming of the
movie "Michael Collins" in the 1990’s.
The property is referenced in the book
by Freddie O’Dwyer in "Life in Merrion
Square" ESB 1988.

Special interest - Architectural
No. 40 along with adjacent buildings is
situated on the lot of Edward Kent,
have facades almost identical to that of
No. 37, and on the basis of this
evidence it is thought that they were
also designed by Samuel Sproule. This
building contains one of the most
ornate and luxurious interiors in
Georgian Dublin with the first floor
piano bile reception rooms greatly
embellished in the French manner with
ornate plasterwork mirrors and
chimney pieces.
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a listed building - List
1, architectural (protected structure).
A

4
19th Nov 2003

1. Front Elevation to Street. 2. First Floor Interior. 3. Rear Elevation. 4. Front Door to No.40.
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1

Technical (T)

This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.

Fireplace Detail, First Floor, No. 40 Merrion Square East, Dublin 2.
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Summary
No. 41 is one of five protected buildings
addressing the Square in the ownership
of ESB. A late 18th Century Georgian
terraced five-storey house, this three-bay
building forms part of the east side of
Merrion Square. The building dates
from 1785. The architect was Samuel
Sproule.

2
19th Nov 2003

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

3
19th Nov 2003

Description & MaterialsA
This property is a three-bay mid-terrace
redbrick building, one of five within a
Georgian terrace, addressing Merrion
Square East. The four-storey over basement building has a three-storey return
and is the only one of the series of
properties to contain a lift shaft which
runs the full height of the structure.
Structurally the building comprises
masonry stone and brickwork construction supporting a timber cut roof
which is pitched and slated. The
chimney stack is partially rendered over
party walls with No. 42. A large bay
window on the third storey of the rear
return structure overhangs the yard.
This yard is raised to ground floor level
and contains some of the original castiron railings. The original plot boundaries
to the rear have been demolished and a
number of buildings have been constructed to the rear.
The property has its own entrance steps
with two cast-iron foot scrapes. The
round-headed painted stone doorcase
surrounds a semicircular wrought-iron
decorative fanlight with integral lamp
holder. The architrave is semicircular
fluted over two Ionic columns with
festoons in capital friezes, two similar
square panel half-pilasters. The breakfront frieze has fluting and rosette
between columns, there are oval rosettes
over columns. The two wrought-iron
sidelights increase the natural light to the
hall. The door comprises 10 painted
timber panels with central vertical bead.

1. Front Elevation to Street. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. Front Door to No.41.
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1

Technical (T)

19th Nov 2003

This building distinguishes itself from
Nos. 39 and 40 in that it has separate
entrance steps and a larger fanlight.
The façade has straight joints to the
neighbouring properties and is composed of Flemish bond red brickwork
with flush pointing topped with granite
coping. The rusticated granite reveals
to the windows at basement level are
surrounded by rendered and painted
plaster. Flat brick arches, painted stone
cills and rendered reveals surround the
hardwood sliding sash windows. The
windows are framed in vertically sliding
sashes with horns two-over-two to
ground and first floor with horns twopane to second and third floors and
horns six-over-six to basement. There is
a cast iron balcony across façade at first
floor. The wrought-iron railings have
two cast-iron posts and urn finials and a
gate to the basement which opens onto
granite steps to an area with wroughtiron balustrade.
Special interest - Historical
No. 41 is a terraced three-bay fourstorey over basement Georgian house
of 1785, now containing offices. This
was once the residence of Peter O’Brien
(1842-1914), who became Attorney
General in 1888, Lord Chief Justice in
1889, and was created Baron O’Brien of
Kilfenora around 1900 (Rose Dunne
Papers, IAA).
Special interest - Architectural
This is a prime example of a late 18th
Century Georgian townhouse with
great architectural detail of the
period throughout.
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a listed building - List
1, architectural (protected structure).
A

This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.
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Technical (T)

19th Nov 2003

The timber framed vertically sliding
sash windows are surrounded by flat
brick arches, painted stone cills and
rendered reveals. There are rusticated
granite reveals surround the basement
windows. All window frames were
replaced in 1992.
A moulded painted stone plinth
supports wrought-iron railings with four
cast-iron posts, the corner posts having
urn finials. A gate and concrete stairs
with wrought-iron balustrade provides
access to the basement area.
There is a single storey pitched roofed
timber framed building located to the
rear of the original plot. The yard is
raised and adjoins the rear yard to
No. 43 forming a level open space.
The original mews elevation facing the
main building is still intact. It consists of
a symmetrical two-storey redbricked
elevation with granite cills and stone
arched surround to door and fanlight.
In 1994/1995 all five properties were
extensively and sensitively refurbished.
The architects were Building Consultancy
Group/ESB International.
Special Interest - Historical
Built in the early 19th Century as a
private residence, No. 42 is one of five
addressing the Square in the ownership
of ESB.
Special Interest - Architectural
This is a prime example of a late 18th
Century Georgian townhouse with
great architectural detail of the
period throughout.
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a listed building - List
1, architectural (protected structure).
A

Date Of Survey: 19th November 2003

2
19th Nov 2003

3
19th Nov 2003

This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
The building comprises a four-storey
over basement building with a threestorey rear return structure and a raised
rear yard. Structurally the building
comprises masonry stone and brickwork construction supporting cut timber
pitched roof which has been re-clad in
asbestos cement tiles, and the stack is
partially rendered over party wall with
No. 43. The zinc flashings have an equal
ridge height to the adjacent property.
The brickwork comprises redbrick
Flemish bond with flush pointing which
has been rebuilt above third floor
topped with granite coping. There is a
moulded granite string course at
ground floor level and the basement
walls are rendered and painted.
The façade is straight jointed at
ground and first floor with No. 43 but
not with No. 41 and there are equal
parapet heights on both sides. The
round-headed painted stone doorcase
surrounds a semicircular fanlight with
plain plate glass and wrought-iron
decorative panel to front with a
semicircular fluted architrave over two
Ionic columns with festoons in capital
friezes. There are two similar squarepanel half-pilasters with breakfront
frieze with fluting and rosette between
columns and circular rosettes over the
columns. There are two plain plate glass
sidelights on either side of a 10-panel
painted timber door.

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

1

Summary
No. 42 is one of five protected buildings
addressing the Square in the ownership
of ESB. A late 18th Century Georgian
terraced five-storey house, this threebay building forms part of the east side
of Merrion Square. The building dates
from 1785. The architect was Samuel
Sproule.The property was refurbished
in 1995 and is in office use on the
ground floor, and unoccupied on the
upper floors.

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

1. Front Elevation to Merrion Square. 2. Front Door to No.42. 3. Rear Return Building.
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Front Entrance to No. 43 Merrion Square East, Dublin 2.
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✔
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28th Jan 2004

in the frieze. The 10-panel painted
timber door with raised and fielded
panels and central vertical bead is
painted white. A moulded painted stone
plinth with corner piers supports a cast
iron railings with spear heads and cast
iron corner posts with four-sided
scalloped heads. A cast iron gate provides access to the basement externally
via granite steps. There are two foot
scrapes with palmetto motifs at the
front door.
Special Interest - Historical
Built in the early 19th Century as a
private residence, No. 43 is one of five
addressing the Square in the ownership
of ESB.
Special Interest - Architectural
This is a prime example of a late 18th
century Georgian townhouse with great
architectural detail of the period
throughout.
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a listed building - List
1 Category.
A

This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.

Date Of Survey: 28th January 2004
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28th Jan 2004

3
28th Jan 2004

4

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & MaterialsA
The building comprises four storeys
over basement with a three-storey
return structure to the rear. The rear
return has been extended deep into the
site and is aligned with the boundary of
the property. The rear yard is raised
to ground floor level. Structurally
the building comprises masonry brick
and stone construction supporting
hardwood timber floors and a cut
timber pitched hip roof. The stack is
partially rendered over the party wall
with No. 42. Internally the building has
a tiled floor to the hallway and a
wrought-iron balustrade.
The external treatment of the building
comprises redbrick Flemish bond with
flush pointing topped with granite
coping and a painted moulded granite
string course at ground floor level. The
basement walls are rendered and
painted. The timber framed vertically
sliding sash windows are surrounded by
flat brick arches painted stone cills and
brick reveals.
There is a round headed painted stone
door case which surrounds a semicircular fanlight with wrought iron
decoration (badly distorted), fluted
architrave and two Ionic columns with
festoons in capital friezes. There are two
similar square panel half-pilasters with a
breakfront frieze with fluting and
rosette between columns and circular
rosettes above. There are two sidelights
with elliptical motifs and round rosettes

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

1

Summary
This four-storey over basement property
is a mid-terraced, three-bayed, redbricked, late 18th Century Georgian
townhouse, built as a private residence
on the east side of Merrion Square, and
now in office use. This is a fine example
of Irish Georgian architecture and is one
of five Georgian houses in the ownership
of ESB on the east terrace.

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

28th Jan 2004

1. View of Front Elevation from Merrion Square. 2. Elevation to Rear Annexe Building. 3. View of Rear Elevation. 4. Front Door to Main Entrance.
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Date Of Survey: 11th March 2004

Technical (T)

✔

Summary
The North Wall Generating Station was
the first thermal power station to be
constructed by ESB.

2
11th March 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The station is located in Dublin’s
industrial port area on the north side of
the River Liffey. It was constructed and
began supplying electricity to the
National Grid on 22nd April 1947. It
was given a new lease of life in 1982,
following a major redevelopment. This
involved a conversion to natural gas as
the main fuel with the installation of
two large combustion turbines to
supplement the three existing steam
turbines. In doing so, North Wall
became the first major consumer of
natural gas in the Dublin area. The
development saw an increase in its
electricity output capability from
51MW to 270MW.
Description & Materials

3
11th March 2004

Background
Originally there was an oil refinery on
the site. The first development at the
station comprised one 12.5MW steam
turbine that was originally purchased
by ESB for a power station at
Portarlington but which was subsequently erected at North Wall.

1
11th March 2004

The second development commissioned
in 1953 comprised two 17MW steam
turbines. The original 12.5MW steam
turbine was replaced in 1963 by
another 17MW steam turbine, bringing
North Wall’s total output of electricity
to 51MW.
North Wall remained a traditional
oil-fired thermal power station running
with a capacity of 51MW until 1980,
when it was taken out of service to
make way for a new state-of-the-art
development. This development consisted of the installation of two large
combustion turbines, and the conversion of the plant to a combined cycle
configuration.
The site area is 3ha (7.5 acres).
Combined Cycle
The redevelopment came on stream in
1982, and it provided the station with an
exciting new lease of life. There was substantial investment by ESB in purchasing
the two new combustion turbines and a
waste heat recovery boiler.
Combustion turbines are similar to very
large jet engines, each consisting of a
compressor, combustion chamber and

4
11th March 2004

144

1. View of Station from Alexandra Road. 2. Combustion Turbine No. 5 Building/Enclosure. 3. Original Oil Refinery Tanks Used as Diesel Supply Tanks for the
Combustion Turbines. 4. Detail of Waste Heat Recovery Boiler and Chimney Stack Associated with Combustion Turbine No. 4.

POWER STATION
North Wall,
Alexandra Road,
Dublin 1

5
11th March 2004

turbine. Air is drawn into the machine
through the compressor where is it
mixed with high pressure natural gas.
The air and fuel mixture burns in the
combustion chamber at a firing temperature of approximately 20000C. The
hot exhaust gases produced from this
combustion process expand rapidly and
turn the turbine. The full combustion
turbine assembly is linked to a generator for the production of electricity.

Only one of the combustion turbines
is used in the combined cycle
configuration. The other unit is an open
cycle combustion turbine used to meet
peaks in electricity demand.
Combustion turbines have the added
advantage of being very flexible in that

they can operate on either gas or
distillate. In addition, they are able to
respond very quickly to any sudden
increase in the demand for electricity
With the extension of the national gas
grid from Cork to Dublin, the North
Wall site was an ideal location for this
redevelopment. The combination of
combined and open cycle technologies
on the site means that North Wall
effectively services many different
niches in the electricity market.
The Original Boiler House
The original boiler house was built with a
steel frame and red brick infill panels
consisting of a series of two pitched roofs
with two bays of pitched steel trusses.
This comprises the most elegant structure
on the site and is one of the few
remaining original buildings. Its style is of
an earlier industrial age and resembles a
mill or dockside building more than a
boiler house. The building rises to seven
storeys and is full height internally. The
form of the structure was simple and
functional in form with raised apexes
on the roof. These provided for ventilation and also included bracing. This is
an elegant structure.

6
11th March 2004

7
11th March 2004

9

8

11th March 2004

11th March 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The waste heat recovery boiler takes
further energy from the exhaust gases
and converts this heat to steam.
The three existing steam turbines
underwent a major refurbishment so
that they could be utilised to use this
steam. This configuration of plant, combining the functioning of a combustion
and steam turbine, is known as a
combined cycle arrangement. In 1997
the combined cycle unit on the site was
given a further upgrade with the
installation of Low NOx burners.

Date Of Survey: 11th March 2004

5. Control Room. 6. Original Steel Framed Boiler House. 7. View of Control Room Desk. 8. View of Control Room. 9. View of the 38kV Transformers.
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POWER STATION
North Wall,
Alexandra Road,
Dublin 1
(Continued)

Date Of Survey: 11th March 2004

10
11th March 2004

The structure is clearly expressed as the
brickwork is flush with the supporting
steelwork. This building is used for
storage especially during periods of
overhaul.

11
11th March 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Original Generating Hall
Adjoining the original boiler house is
the original generating hall which is still
in use. It is a triple height space with
steel lattice trusses lit by steel framed
windows to either side of the hall and
rooflights. There are only 2 operational
levels in the building – the generating
or turbine hall (where the steam turbine
and generators are located) and the
basement area (which houses all of the
ancillary plant associated with the
steam turbines). The control room, shift
mess, locker rooms, workshops, stores
and administration and technical offices
are adjacent to the generating hall but
are within a newer building erected as
an extension to the generating hall
building as part of the new development in 1982. There are numerous
access links between the old generating
hall and the new development building.

The Generating station is situated next
to a container yard, an oil storage
facility and a dry dock. The site is 3
hectares in size (7.5 acres).
Special Interest - History
The history of the North Wall area is
one that includes details of much
change but it was not until 1710 that
the first record of enclosing the north
shore of the Liffey, east of modern
O’Connell Bridge, was actually documented. A detailed report was made in
1712 when the Ballast Office noticed
that it had "laid down on the north side
of the channel 686 kishes well filled with
stones piled to the front and backed with
gravel and shingle from Clontarfe Bar". It
is on record that 1000 kishes were provided from Monasterevan, Co. Kildare
for this work in 1715. It is possible that
they resembled the modern steel-mesh
gabion used in coastal and riverbank
protection.
Special Interest - Technical
North Wall has a long history of
technical firsts.

12
11th March 2004

13
11th March 2004
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10. Window Detail of Generating Hall. 11. View of the Middle Loading Bay Between the Enclosures for Combustion Turbines No. 4 and 5.
12. Interior View of ‘New’ Canteen. 13. View of the Gas Compressor House.

POWER STATION
North Wall,
Alexandra Road,
Dublin 1
(Continued)
14
11th March 2004

North Wall Generating Station was the
first thermal station to be built by ESB.
The station predates all of the midland
peat stations, many of which are
now closed.
At the time of the redevelopment, the
station was one of the most efficient gas
powered stations in the world. At that
time, very few gas powered combined
cycle plants existed, but today (2004),
this is the preferred plant technology
and configuration as is evidenced by
the newer plants such as Poolbeg
CCGT, Synergen CCGT, Huntstown and

Date Of Survey: 11th March 2004

other developments presently under
construction.
It was the first power station in the
world to use the turbines that are
currently in use. The units in North Wall
(General Electric Frame 9E gas turbines)
are fleet leaders in terms of run-hours
and starts. In addition, the installation
of low NOx burners in 1997 was the
first ever successful field retrofit of low
NOx combustion equipment. To this
day, the combined cycle unit in North
Wall is one of the most environmentally
friendly units on the grid system.

15
11th March 2004
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11th March 2004

11th March 2004

14. View of the Main 220kV Transformer. 15. View of the Diesel Oil Pump-house. 16. View of Combustion Turbine No. 4 with Associated Waste Heat
Recovery Boiler and Stack in the Background. 17. View of the Turbine Hall Showing Original Steam Turbines from the 1953/63 Development.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN
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Technical (T)

Summary
A detached three-storey over basement
symmetrical cut granite building constructed in 1795 on a rectangular plan
with central circulation core, it was
originally conceived as a hotel. The
hotel building is contemporary with the
earlier part of the South Wall.

2
20th April 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

3
20th April 2004

Robert Pool has been credited with
the design of the Pigeon House Hotel
with construction of the building
commencing in 1793 and completed
in 1795. The building is designed in a
neo-classical style and constructed of
dressed ashlar granite, consisting of
three storeys over basement with full
height bows to either end of the
southeast elevation, symmetrical front
and rear elevations, with its main
entrance facing the River Liffey, and its
own harbour.
Description & Materials
The ground floor accommodation
comprises a generous entrance hall,
large central circulation hall and
reception rooms. There are two levels of
accommodation to the first and second
floor with a centrally planned foyer and
balustraded galleries to the upper floors

1
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crowned by two large elliptical conical
lantern skylights. The original rooflights
were replaced in the late 1980s.
The main door is composed of
neoclassical doorcase, in the Doric order,
with stone columns standing on stone
plinths with sidelights, and a fanlight
which spans the full width of the
opening. The door is set within a recessed
surround, framed by the columns and
entablature, and is crowned with granite
voussoirs. The door itself is surrounded
by a frame of simple, cut stone. The sidelights have leaded glass inserts arranged
in a decorative geometric pattern of
diamonds and semicircles.
The timber door has six flat panels with
flat band mouldings and is believed
to be the original. It consists of two
square panels above four vertical.
There is evidence of the door knob
having been moved from the right to
the left side of the door. The doorway
is approached by a double flight of
seven granite steps with a decorative
wrought-iron railing incorporating a
window to the basement kitchens.

4
20th April 2004
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1. Main Elevation of Pigeon House Hotel. 2. View of Approach to Pigeon House. 3. View of Northwest Facing Elevation.
4. View Showing Former Power Station and Part of Existing Power Station.

PIGEON HOUSE
Pigeon House Hotel,
Dublin 4

5
20th April 2004

High quality Dalkey granite was used
throughout the construction of the
walls of the building. This is the same
material from which the great south
wall was constructed. Its quality can be
appreciated by the fact that it has
weathered the elements so well and
suffered relatively little damage in its
eventful 200-year history.

Site
Located in an area rich in history, the
building is situated next to the former
Pigeon House Power Station and the
site adjoins the Poolbeg Power Station.
The building is situated at the extremity
of the original South Wall.
Special Interest - Architectural
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a listed building - List
1, architectural (protected structure).
6
20th April 2004

The fanlight has a spiderweb pattern
design. The large recessed central arch
was used as a doorway during the years
when the building functioned as a fort.
The sidelights have been infilled.

7
20th April 2004
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The roof is concealed behind a parapet
wall but visible are eight chimney stacks
also in ashlar granite. The plan of the roof
is unusual, consisting of a double Ashape, curved at the rear to follow the
bow. The centre is flat with two large
lead (originally, now replaced with
modern timber) lanterns and two Velux
dormer windows. The north elevation
consists of seven bays with the central
three bays recessed.

Date Of Survey: 20th April 2004

20th April 2004

5. Detail of Fanlight over Main Entrance. 6. Main Entrance Elevation. 7. View of Rear Elevation from Car Park.
8. View showing Pigeon House from Dublin Harbour Waterfront.
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PIGEON HOUSE
Pigeon House Hotel,
Dublin 4
(continued)

Date Of Survey: 20th April 2004
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Special Interest - Historical
Dublin Corporation established the
Ballast Board in 1708, which oversaw
the straightening and embanking of the
River Liffey between the city and
Ringsend. The Ballast Board’s main achievement was the construction of the
Great South Wall as far as Pigeon
House. After that time the South Wall
became the place where all crosschannel steamers, except the Royal Mail
boats, berthed.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The Pigeon House evolved from a toll
shed and living quarters for the caretakers of the works, one Mr. Pidgeon,
who seized an opportunity to found a
hotel to provide accommodation to
passengers arriving into Dublin by boat.

harbour was built, and in 1787 the
Ballast Office decided to permit a hotel
to be built beside the harbour for the
convenience of the overnight visitors
arriving by sea.
Construction of the Pigeon House Hotel
began in 1793, and the building was
complete in 1795.
In recent years the building has housed
the Bolton Trust Enterprise Centre.
Future plans for the building have still
to be determined.

Little more than a wooden shack to
begin with, the premises were modernised and enlarged by Pidgeon whose
name soon became attached to the
building although the spelling was corrupted over the years.

11
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Following Mr. Pidgeon’s death in 1786,
Pidgeon’s house came to be known to
the people of Dublin as "Pidgeon’s
House," or the Pigeon House. It was
realised that it would be more
convenient for the packet ships if a safe

12
20th April 2004

9. View of side elevation. 10. Second Floor Rooflight. 11. First Floor Gallery showing Stairwell 12. View of Approach to Pigeon House.
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View of chimneys and the boiler house to Unit 3, Poolbeg Power Station.
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Summary
The Poolbeg Generating Station is a gas
and oil fuelled power station known as
a Thermal Generating station.. It has
been an integral part of the surrounding community over the last 33
years. The Poolbeg Generating Station
is located on reclaimed land near the
centre of Dublin City Poolbeg is located
at the centre of Dublin bay, and is
surrounded by light industry, container
storage areas, treatment plants, &
docklands generally.
The initial phase of the station's development, consisted of 2 x 120 MW oil
fired units, this was commissioned in
1971, subsequently in 1978, a 270 MW
unit was commissioned. Its output was
then 510MW and in 1999, with the
addition of 470 MW CCGT (Combined
Cycle Gas Turbine), Poolbeg increased
its output to 980MW output.
Background
The initial plan for Poolbeg began 8-10
years before the actual construction,
when growth in demand for electricity
in the early 1960s indicated the need
for new capacity. The location near the
old Pigeon House was chosen as it was

1
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close to the main demand and growth
centre and has the necessary supply of
cooling water from the Liffey. The
construction work at Poolbeg was, for
its time, the largest project of its kind in
Ireland. The first construction task was
to reclaim land from the sea. This
involved major dredging and landfilling. The original south bull wall was
broken in places to accommodate the
power station. The structural steelwork
of the power station and the plant supporting structures were constructed
entirely by Irish companies.
Description & Materials
Poolbeg was originally a 240MW oilburning station, scheduled to come
on-stream in 1971. By then the old
Pigeon House was on stand-by duty
only and it was finally decommissioned
and officially closed in 1976.
The Poolbeg Station initially operated on
heavy fuel oil, delivered at a jetty
constructed for the purposes. In 1980,
supplies from the Kinsale gas field off
the south coast of Ireland became
available in Dublin and a decision was
made to convert the station to oil/gas
firing. The work involved installation of a

4
19th Feb 2004

1. View from Sandymount Strand. 2. View of Units 1,2 & 3. 3. View of Generating Hall showing Cranes. 4. Main Generating Hall Showing Turbine.
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POWER STATION
Poolbeg,
Pigeon House Harbour,
Dublin 4

5
19th Feb 2004

gas receiving station including compressors, gas supply units, new burners,
and modifications to the control and
instrumentation of the facility.
As described below Poolbeg consists of
a number of buildings reflecting the
additions to the station over a 35 year
period and indicating the additional
capacity to the station over this time.

Units 1 & 2
Boiler House/Maintenance Block
This light grey metal clad building was
built in 1971. It is a flat roofed structure
with highlevel clerestorey glazing and is
approximately eleven storeys in height. It
consists of turbo-alternator units, two
120 MW Unit units were commissioned
comprising two turbo-alternators manufactured by Brown Boveri and boilers by
Fives Penhoet, France. The Oil fired
burners are served by one chimney.

6
19th Feb 2004

Main Stores
These are located to one side of
the generating hall for Units 1 and 2 to
the rear of the administration block
and consists of a series of five interconnected stores square in plan a light
coloured metal cladding and monopitched metal roof.
Main Workshop
This building adjoining the Generating
Hall and series of Main Stores. It consists of a two storey brown brick
masonry flat roofed structure with a flat
roof and metal glazing in vertical bands
to the main elevation.

7
19th Feb 2004

5. View looking West along South Wall. 6. Elevation of Combined Cycle Building and Control Room.
7. View of Five Storey Administration Building to front of Units 1 and 2

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Entrance Security Building
This consists of the main entrance
security building and waiting area
positioned at the main entrance gates.
It is a single storey flat roofed dark brick
masonry building with curved façade
consisting of blue pvc faceted glazing.

Administration Block
This is a five storey building to the front
and adjoining the boiler house to units
1 and 2. It is connected to the boiler
house on both the ground and third
floor. The central part is finished in
brown brick masonry rectangular in
plan, a flat roof and narrow vertical strip
windows. To the main façade is a projection of pale grey metal cladding with
curtain all glazing. The projecting office
bays to each side are finished in grey
concrete, flat roofed and finished in an
industrial style. This building views onto
sandymount strand.

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004
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Poolbeg,
Pigeon House Harbour,
Dublin 4
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Unit 3

9
19th Feb 2004
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Boiler House
Unit 3 was commissioned in November
1978 and the building consists of dark
grey cladding to the open plan generating hall. This boiler house is positioned
to the east side, alongside the boiler
house for unit 1 and 2 and is a taller
structure approximately 13 storeys in
height, similar to the neighbouring
boilerhouse, it consists of a band of
high level clerestory glazing. The dark
grey of this structure contrasts with the
pale grey of Unit 1 and 2 structure. This
boiler house consists of a turboalternator manufactured by Alsthom,
Paris, France and also the boiler manufactured by M.A.N. Nuremburg,
Germany. This boiler house had a
capacity of 270MW and its commissioning in 1978 brought the station
to a total of 510MW .
Generating Hall
The main generating hall is a spacious
open plan structure to the front of the
boiler houses of varying heights. It is a
steel framed structure with curtain wall
glazing broken up with grey metal
cladding with clerestorey and side wall
glazing. The building has pronounced
and projecting parapet bands. The dark
grey metal framework for the glazing is
consistent with the grey of the main
boiler house.
Chimneys
The 680ft twin red and white chimney
stacks have become an icon and a
landmark feature for Dublin City & the
Dublin Bay Area. The first of these chimneys was constructed in 1971 with the
commissioning of Unit 1 and 2 and the
second completed in line with the 1978
commissioning of Unit 3 and since
these dates have become a key part of
the landscape of the city.

CCGT Generating Building
This combined cycle gas turbine
building consists of interconnected
open plan metal clad structures. The
Steam Turbine Building consists of light
grey horizontal metal cladding broken
up with dark grey infill to emphasise
verticality in the structure. The structure
has a low pitched portal framed
structure with parapet above the ridge
line. The access doors within the
structure are dark grey. This building is
linked by a enclosed metal clad
walkway to the metal clad flat roofed
structure containing boiler 14 and
boiler 15, the auxiliary boiler 5kt diesel
tank and the Diesel generator cc. This
building has the two taller steel chimneys within it and is next to the two
external steel chimneys lower in height.
The water treatment building adjoining
To the far side of the four chimneys is
the steel framed building containing
the CG14 and 15 gas turbines, this is a
rectangular steel framed building in a
similar finish to the adjoining structures
and these adjoin the CG14 and 15
Power Control centres. The water treatment building is located alongside this
building and is similar in materials and
form and equivalent in height to a two
to three storey structure.
Control Building
The new administration block to the
new CCGT generating Building sits
elegantly next to the larger steel clad
structure. It is designed in a red brick
rationalist manner. The red brickwork
acknowledges the former station in
Pigeon house. Delicate metal bris-soleil
sun shades to the windows contrast
with the simple and large scale and
detail of the generator building.

8. View showing Units 1,2 & 3 of Generating Station Chimneys and 220kV Compound in Foreground. 9. View of Gas Installation Building.
10. View of Water Pumping Station. 11. View of Generating Hall and Boiler House for Unit 3.

POWER STATION
Poolbeg,
Pigeon House Harbour,
Dublin 4
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Air Filled 220kv Compound
This is a large rectangular metal clad
structure situated alongside the open
air SF6 220kv compound with curved
metal roof and located parallel to the
Shellybanks Road.
Oil Storage
Oil for Poolbeg is stored in five tanks
having a capacity of 140,000 tonnes.
Gas is piped from the gas field at Kinsale,
Co. Cork to an above ground installation
in the grounds of Poolbeg station.

Cooling Water Pump House
This is located to one side of the jetty
situated at the waters edge. The
structure is rectangular in plan with a
flat roof and clad with metal panelling .
Water treatment Plant (Thermal)
This is located to one end of the
pumphouse. It is an L shaped flatroofed structure.
Fire Pumphouse
This is located between Chimney No 1
and the chlorine house and is a small
simple structure, square in plan with
ribbed vertical cladding above a
blockwork lower base.
Chlorine House
This is located on the Liffey side of the
two chimneys and is rectangular in
plan, part single storey and part two
storey. It is clad with metal panelling.

Gas Compressor House
This structure is situated parallel to the
Shellybanks Road. It is a rectangular in
plan metal clad flat roofed structure.
Chlorine House (CC)
This is situated to the far side of
Chimney No. 2 and consists of ribbed
vertical cladding and dark coloured
blockwork at lower level.
Temporary Control Room Stores
Situated alongside the chlorine house
this is an L shaped metal clad building.
It is similar in scale and materials to the
series of individual small buildings
positioned throughout the site.

13
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Switchgear/Battery Room
This simple structure is rectangular in
plan. Its elevational treatment is consistent with the CCGT structure and
finishes.
Recreational Building
This is located between the main
security entrance building and the
administration building of Unit 1 and 2.
To the foreground of this building are
the tennis courts. It is a single storey
metal framed flat roofed structure with
a continuous glazed elevation overlooking the tennis courts. The roof
overhang provides for a covered walkway

14
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Transmission
Apart from feeding the National Grid
system, Poolbeg also feeds directly into
the Dublin City electrical Network
system at Ringsend. Electrical Transmission lines are located underground
and therefore do not impact on the
Dublin skyline.

15
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Gas Intake Building
Poolbeg receives gas supplies through
the Irish Sea gas interconnector. A
landmark in the history of Poolbeg was
the conversion of generating units in
1982-1984, which enabled them to be
operated not just on oil, but also on gas.

Date Of Survey: 19th February 2004

19th Feb 2004

12. Aerial View of Combined Cycle Gas Turbine Building. 13. View of Chimneys and Boiler House to Unit 3. 14. View Looking West Showing Oil Storage Tanks.
15. Supply of Cooling Water.
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Special Interest - Artistic
Chief Executive Padraig McManus
unveiled a sculpture on Sandymount
Strand on 12th November 2004 to
mark 100 years of electricity generation
on the Poolbeg peninsula. This consists
of a single block of Wicklow granite on
which is mounted a cast bronze plaque
embossed with a panoramic view from
the Strand Road location. This sculpture
is by Con Gent and supported by the
Poolbeg Partnership Group.
Special Interest - Historical
The Poolbeg story began back in the
early 1900s as demand for electricity
grew steadily. In 1903 power was first
generated in Pigeon House. Pigeon
House continued to generate electricity
through times of great uncertainty,
including the years of the 1913
Lockout, the First World War, the 1916
Rebellion and the Civil War in 1922,
before finally passing from Dublin
Corporation Lighting Committee into
the care of the newly formed Electricity
Supply Board in 1929.
Poolbeg Generating Station was built
during the 1960s and began producing
electricity in 1971. By then the old
Pigeon House was on standby duty and
was finally decommissioned and
officially closed in 1976.

Special Interest - Technical
To date Poolbeg Station remains the
only Generating Station on the ESB
system which is operated on two fuel
sources, oil and gas, with equal plant
efficiency.
Special Interest Scientific/Environmental
Poolbeg Environmental Management
Framework consists of an Integrated
Pollution Control Licence (IPCL),
received in April 2002 and ISO 14001
Environmental Management System
(EMS) received in 1999.
Special Interest - Social
An amenity area for the people of
Dublin was been created by the ESB at
the eastern end of Poolbeg’s grounds at
Shellybanks, comprising a sandy beach,
clean and safe swimming facilities with
ample carparking for the local community.
Poolbeg Station has been an integral
part of the surrounding community. In
the 1970’s when constructed, the
generating units were among the most
efficient of their class in the world, while
today their high level of availability,
reliability and flexibility in operating with
different fuels contribute to the overall
effectiveness of the National Grid.

19
19th Feb 2004
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16. View of Foundation Stone of Original Pigeon House Power Station. 17. View through Oil Storage Area of Chimneys. 18. View of Recreational building.
19. View of Rear of 220kV Compound.
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Summary
The property is located to the rear of a
terrace of cottages in Rathmines.
This purpose built metering workshop is
early 20th Century in style. The original
redbricked structure built in 1930 has
been added-to over time in order to
create extra workspace and storage.
The present use of the entire property is
for meter repair and calibration testing.
Description & Materials
The buildings on site comprise main
stores adjoining the metering workshop,
canteen/workshops, and compound.

Gullistan Terrace,
Rathmines,
Dublin 6
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Technical (T)
3rd Dec 2003

The metering workshop formerly
consisted of a single storey double
height space. This original building has
been added-to over time providing
additional space for storage and testing.
In addition a more recent intervention at
first floor level provided for additional
office space for the engineers
and administration. The newer accommodation has been clearly distinguished
from the old by use of aluminium framed
glazing and panelling which sits above
the original brickwork.
The accommodation comprises a roof
lit double height meter testing room,
a time switch testing room, an
instrument room, a three-phase testing
room, and plant room accessed
externally. The gross floor area of the
main building is 1372m2. The threephase testing room was extended
shortly afterwards towards the front of
the site and now defines the front
boundary on Gullistan Terrace. The
terrace of cottages adjacent are listed
buildings, List 2 Category.
The main store occupies the largest
space on the site, comprising a sevenbay single storey structure but is two
storeys in scale and is roof lit. There are
three platform lifts in the building.

Date Of Survey: 3rd December 2003
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Main Building
The meter testing room comprises
seven bays of structure and has a welldetailed, proportioned and naturally lit
interior. Metal stairs and balcony access
the first floor offices from this space.
Brickwork arches support the steel
lattice trusses under the roof which
has incorporated roof lights. Internally
the red brickwork is broken by bands
of glazed bricks which follow the
line of the arches. The floor covering
comprises chequered red and white
linoleum.

ESB OFFICE

3rd Dec 2003

1. Main Centre Entrance. 2. Entrance Pier. 3. View of Metre Testing Room. 4. Entrance Door with Detailed Brickwork Surround.
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ESB OFFICE
Gullistan Terrace,
Rathmines,
Dublin 6
(continued)
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Externally the brickwork comprises English
Garden Wall bond and header course
bond to curved corners at the front of the
building. The front door comprises an
original hardwood timber frame and
panelled double doors surrounded by red
sandstone comp-lementing the brickwork.
Six granite steps access this entrance.
The original windows on the ground
floor are framed in painted timber with
brick arched surrounds and granite cills.
Cast-iron downpipes and original metal
light fittings can be observed on the
external brickwork.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN
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Workshops/Canteen
The west boundary of the site is entirely
defined by the workshops, canteen,
toilets, and stores building covering a
gross floor area of 251m2. The external
treatment is composed of PVC double
glazed windows surrounded by nap
plaster rendered external blockwork.

Cleaning and Painting Compound
The cleaning and painted compound
is located to the rear of the site
behind the plant room of the main
building, and is rectangular in plan. This
building comprises a steel trussed frame
with corrugated metal sheeting. It has a
gross floor area of 238m2.
The site slopes down from west to east
and is mostly enclosed by a 1.6m high
masonry boundary and the gate posts
are capped with elegant cut granite
tops. Granite capping completes the
top of the front boundary wall. One of
the entrance piers has been rebuilt
using the original capstone to provide
for a wider entrance.
The site area is 0.28ha (0.69 acres).

6
3rd Dec 2003
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8

3rd Dec 2003

3rd Dec 2003

5. Arched Window with Detailed Brickwork Surround. 6. Interior of Cleaning/Painting Compound. 7. Vehicular Access into Yard and External Store.
8. View overlooking Interior of Metre Testing Area.
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Summary
The property comprises a single storey
flat roofed retail building adjoining the
ground floor of a two-storey over basement 19th Century terraced house. The
property forms part of a commercial
terrace in the centre of Rathmines. The
present use of the entire property is as
an ESB shop.
Built in what was formerly a front
garden, the shop opens directly onto
the public footpath.

ESB RETAIL SHOP
286 Rathmines Road,
Dublin 6
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Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 3rd December 2003

the boundaries of the rear building. The
showroom, with cashier’s desk to
the rear sitting at a higher level, is
accessed via two steps. The suspended
ceiling to the showroom incorporates
recessed lighting.
ESB has exclusive access to a small
raised rear yard which incorporates
provision for a lightwell to the
basement property. A pedestrian alleyway to the side of the showroom leads
up to the front door giving access to the
other properties in the main building.
The site area is 0.0175ha (0.043 acres).

2
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The building comprises shop/showroom,
offices, kitchen, stores, toilet and rear
yard. The property steps up towards the
rear and occupies the ground floor with
a gross floor area of 151m2. The staff
facilities and storage are located within

4
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Description & Materials
The building is a flat roofed single
storey building to the front with a twostorey over basement terraced house to
the rear. The symmetrical elevation is
entered centrally. It is flanked on either
side by floor to ceiling aluminium
framed glazing surrounded by nap
plaster rendered concrete blockwork.
There is projected signage to the
front elevation.

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

3rd Dec 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. Interior of Showroom. 3. View along Rathmines Road.
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Technical (T)

Summary
The building is part of what was
formerly Ringsend Power Station.
The generating hall and boiler house
have been substantially demolished
exposing the short section of the
building revealing the steel structure.
The building was constructed in 1955
and is modernist in style comprising
orthogonal blocks of accommodation.
The front portion of the building is
largely intact and still in use as an ESB
training school.
A transformer yard has been enclosed
at the rear of the site and a store
building is located at the end of a
driveway to the rear. Originally developed as a coal fuelled power station, it
was later converted to oil fuelled power.
The original civil works at the pump
house are still in use for the Dublin Bay
Power Plant.
Located on the man-made reclaimed
land peninsula which stretches out
into Dublin Bay, the entrance to the
site is opposite a container yard on
the Pigeon House Road. Other buildings on the site include a rear stores
building, control building and entrance/
security buildings. There is a large

4
15th March 2004

1. Main Entrance into Training Centre. 2. Side Elevation. 3. View of Stairwell. 4. Side Elevation.
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telecommunications mast with portacabins located on the site. The site is
enclosed to the front by a low brickwork wall topped with steel railings,
and car parking is provided to the front
of the building.
The site to the rear and the side has
been fenced off and is now occupied by
Synergen, a recently constructed electricity Power Station built on the site of
the generating hall.
The site backs onto the former ESB pitch
and putt course. There are two entrance
security booths, a redbricked building
contemporary with the main building
and a later largely glazed booth. This
station has been constructed on the site
where part of the former generating hall
used to stand.
Description & Materials
The main building comprises a number
of lecture theatres, canteen, offices, workshops and a simulation room occupying
the first three floors of the three blocks
at the front of the site. The building
now is used for ESB staff training and
international training in electricity supply.
Former Generating Building
The stairwell is typically 1950s and is lit

ESB
TRAINING
CENTRE
Ringsend,
Dublin 4
5
15th March 2004

brickwork has been tarnished over the
years by an industrial patina. Some of
the tall windows of the boiler house can
be seen on the remainder of the side
elevation. There are horizontal bands of
glazing to the lower levels with a large
screen of brickwork above. The
openings that were revealed at the
time of demolition have been sealed
in some places by profiled metal
cladding and steel structure. Some of
the original steel framed windows have
been replaced.
Control Building
The detached flat roofed three-storey
redbricked control building is fully
intact. The bridge that formally connected it to the generating hall has been
removed. The brick bonding on the
external outer leaf comprises three rows
of stretcher course brickwork with a row
of header course between. There is a
curved skylight which provided
daylight to the curved layout of the
control room below.
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with north light from one side and has
a painted steel balustrade with a
hardwood timber handrail.
A cross-section of the former generating
hall has been left exposed on the southern end, demonstrating the original
arrangement and structure of the
building. It comprises a steel frame clad
with red brick. The control building now
stands separately but was formerly
linked to the generating hall via an
enclosed bridge.
The exposed section to the rear reveals
the extent and size of the structural
elements which supported the turbines
and boilers. There are deep steel girders
with riveted rigid connections and huge
steel stanchions with lattice steel trusses
to the roof structure. This rear section
can currently be observed from
Sandymount Strand.
The form of the building is composed of
a series of orthogonal blocks of different
sizes. The three blocks comprise a threestorey administration block, a two-storey
administration block and a seven-storey
in scale elevation to the generating hall
and boiler room. The external treatment
consists of red brickwork comprising a
continuous pattern consisting of three
rows of stretcher course with single
rows of header course between. The

Date Of Survey: 15th March 2004

5. Interior of Training Room. 6. Rear and Side Elevation. 7. Internal Office Corridor. 8. Side Elevation.
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Summary
The property is a symmetrical terraced
seven-storey 1970s office building
located in the centre of a Georgian
terrace on St. Stephen’s Green North,
between Dawson Street and Kildare
Street. The architects were Robinson
Keefe Devane.

The rear courtyard is overlooked by
Blocks A, B and C, and the adjoining
property on St. Stephen’s Green. The
building is accessed through a covered
external space in hard landscape paved
with brown brick which opens up to a
rear courtyard containing a fountain
water feature.

The building can be accessed from St.
Stephen’s Green and from Dawson Street.

The main entrance is located centrally
in Block A under a projecting concrete
canopy with arched cloister at ground
floor level to St. Stephen’s Green.

There is car parking at ground and
basement levels under Blocks A, B and
C and at basement level under Block D.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The rear of the property adjoins a
recently constructed six-storey office
building next to the Mansion House on
Dawson Street designed by Shay
Cleary Architects, and built in 2001/2002.
Description & Materials
The complex comprises four adjoining
blocks known as Blocks A, B, C, and D.
Block A contains the main entrance and
faces onto Stephen’s Green with Blocks B
and C behind, and these link via a glazed
corridor link to Block D located directly
behind No. 16, St. Stephen’s Green.
3
15th
19 Feb
Mar2004
2004

Blocks B and C consist of seven storeys,
and Blocks A and D comprise six storeys.

4
15th Mar 2004

There is floor to ceiling glazing at
ground floor level.
Structurally the building comprises a
reinforced concrete frame with supporting reinforced concrete floors and is
clad with outer leaf brown stretcher
course brickwork, aluminium framed
windows and panels, and brown tinted
glazing. A reinforced concrete spiral
cantilevered stairs connects the two
levels of parking to the first floor level of
the building.
Block A
Block A fronts onto St. Stephen’s Green
and adjoins the Georgian terrace on
either side. Block A is located towards
the front facing onto the Green and
comprises six storeys of accommodation
with a further roof storey recessed from
the front of the building. This block
accommodates the following: ESBI
personnel, Central Human Resources,
Technology and Systems, the Company
Secretary, Finance & Accounting and
the Managing Director of Commercial
Enterprise. Power Systems and Power
Plant Engineering occupy the fourth
floor, with Asset Management on the
fifth, and the Publishing Unit on the
sixth floor.
This block forms the most significant
elevation of the complex and comprises
a symmetrical elevation of five bays of
structure with additional smaller end

1. Front Elevation to St Stephen’s Green. 2. View along St Stephen’s Green. 3. Main Façade to Block A. 4. Reception Artwork.
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bays. The elevational proportions reflect
that of the adjoining structures and
indeed the buildings on the perimeter of
the Green. The exposed reinforced
concrete structure is expressed only on
the ground floor and along the top of
the building. This structure forms an
external portico on the ground level with
the ground floor floor to ceiling glazing
recessed. Above ground level the façade
is divided into three bays. Further elevational subdivisions are provided by the
alternating bands of brown brickwork
and aluminium framed glazing and
panelling.

The main reception area for the entire
building is located in this block, on
the ground floor, taking advantage of
the central location. It overlooks the external courtyard. The three main lifts
and stairwell are situated within this
area. The main staircase comprises
polished concrete exposed aggregate
cantilevered stairs and runs centrally to
all levels of the building. ESBI reception
area, conference rooms and kitchen are
located at second floor level.
Also located in Block B, on the fourth
floor, are the Managing Director’s (ESBI)
offices, and the offices of the General
Manager of ESBI Engineering in addition
to conference rooms. The fifth floor
houses the Technical Information Office,
EPS Commissioning Group and ESBI
Computer Training. EPS occupies the
sixth floor. The external treatment
comprises brown brickwork cladding
surrounding aluminium framed windows.

Block D
Block D is serviced by two lifts in a
central service core with toilets and
stairwell. The second, third and fifth
floors are open-plan with the fourth
floor partitioned off into separate
offices. The stairwells access the car
park of No. 16. There is a kitchenette to
each floor. Block D is largely concealed
from view and therefore it has the
simplest external treatment with
stretcher course brown brickwork outer
leaf with soldier course bands
expressing the floor levels. The sliding
sash windows are framed in aluminium
and have concrete cills.

6
15th Mar 2004

7
15th Mar 2004

This block accommodates ESBI Investments on the fourth and fifth floors,
consultants on the third floor, Civil
Engineering Group on the second floor
The Network Renewal Team, SCADA
team and EPS Group are located on the
first floor.
Block D links No. 16 St Stephen’s Green
and Stephen Court, and is connected to
No. 16 on three levels via a glazed link.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Block B
Block B contains the main ESBI Reception
and vertical circulation is via two
stairwells and three lifts in this block. The
block is located centrally on plan and
accommodates the main reception and
circulation core of the complex.

Block C
Block C overlooks the Round Room of the
Mansion House and the public multistorey car park and is sited parallel to the
rear boundary of the property. The following teams are housed in Block C: Airtech,
EPS Group, ONM Group, ESB Contracts,
Facilities, Engineering, Human Resources,
the Travel Office and the Legal Office.
The fourth floor accommodates the
Environmental Group, Accounts and the
Strategic Consultancy Group with Computing and EPS on the fifth and sixth floors.
The elevational treatment is similar to
that of Blocks B and A with alternating
vertical bands of brickwork and glazing.
A stairwell connects Block D with Block C.
Suspended ceilings and recessed light
fittings are applied internally throughout.

Date Of Survey: 15th March 2004

5. Spiral Staircase in Car Park. 6. Conference Room. 7. Courtyard.
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Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a late 18th Century
five-storey four-bay Georgian terraced
building constructed in 1776, located
on the north side of St. Stephen’s
Green, and forms part of a terrace of
Georgian buildings.

2
12th Feb 2004

Description & MaterialsA
This property is a four-bay five-storey
building which retains much of its
original form, and is constructed of
traditional materials using masonry stone
and brickwork construction supporting
hardwood timber floors, and a timber cut
roof which is pitched and slated.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

It is occupied by Building Consultancy
Group, ESB International (ESBI), Ferguson
McAlveen Architects, and the Italian
Trade Centre.

3
12th Feb 2004

4
12th Feb 2004

Façade
There is a moulded granite string
course at ground floor level and the
basement wall is of limestone ashlars.
Above this is a red brick Flemish bond
with granite frieze façade topped with
an ovolo moulded parapet coping. The
façade is generally obscured by an
attractive deciduous creeper. Flat brick
arches painted stone cills and rendered

1
12th Feb 2004

reveals surround the windows, and
basement openings have granite rusticated
surrounds. There are timber framed
vertical sliding two-pane sash windows
with horns to ground and first floors,
six-over-six to second and third floors,
and three-over-three two-pane windows
without horns to basement. There is a
cast-iron window basket balconette
extending across the first floor elevation.
Entrance
The entrance door is flanked by Doric
pilasters with a decorated archivolt to
the fanlight with a painted limestone
doorcase with two engaged unfluted
Doric columns and Doric doorsets
supporting broken base pediment with
mutules. The nine-panel door is of
painted timber with raised and fielded
panels and three-panel over door. There
is a semicircular plain plate glass
fanlight above.
The entrance hallway has a stone floor
and is of generous proportions. The walls
are decorated with plaster plaques
having moulded architraves. These
include two circular plaques of putti and
three oval medallions with classical
figures. The doors are modern and of
mahogany. The ceiling is plain. There is a
frieze decorated with affronted sphinxes
with pedestals and a cornice. The grey
marble fireplace is nineteenth century
with a brass reeded fire surround.
There is a Portland stone floor to the
stairhall. The door leaves are recent, of
mahogany and in sympathetic detail to
the interior. The walls are decorated
with plaster panels with rounded top
corners. There is a frieze at first floor
level decorated with putti flanked by
sphinxes and a plaque depicting a
wedding scene. The mural panels at
first floor have circular plaques with
putti and animals and six oval plaques

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. Front Door to Main Entrance. 3. View of St Stephen’s Green North. 4. Hallway Ceiling Rose and Half Landing Window.
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of classical figures on high relief. The
panels on the landing have, below
them, roundels with figures having
swags of husks.

Internal Rooms
Ground floor rear east has a moulded
dado rail and skirting with modern
mahogany door leaves. These have
moulded architraves and overdoors
with central medallions and swags to
the frieze and an enriched cornice.
There is a frieze decorated with tripods
and swags of husks, and a cornice.
The grey marble Doric fireplace is
nineteenth century with a brass reeded
surround and basket. Ground floor rear
west has a moulded skirting, and the
windows have shutters and moulded
architraves. There is a swept-arch headed
niche on the back wall right-hand side,
and a neoclassical frieze decorated with
urns and anthemia with an enriched
cornice. The Carrara marble fireplace
has foliate consoles.

The first floor front west room consists of
moulded skirting and a nineteenth century frieze decorated with urns and
swags. All doors have overdoors with a
central urn in frieze flanked by swags, and
with an enriched cornice. The windows
have shutters and carved husk decoration
to the architraves. There is a frieze with
amphorae in wreaths and anthemia. The
ceiling has an Adam-esque circular panel
with plaques of putti and affronted
sphinxes flanking tripods and an outer
rectangular band with scalloping in the
corners. There is a nineteenth century
fireplace in white marble There is a
Carrara fireplace with consoles.
External
The property connects with Block D
located at the rear of the Stephen Court
ESBI building through three levels.
An external bridge connects the second
floor with Block D. There is also an

6
12th Feb 2004

7
12th Feb 2004

8
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Stairwell
The open well staircase is of stone with
nose treads and is located next to the
lift shaft. The balustrade is of wrought
iron with a mahogany handrail with
scrolled end. The lower part of the halflanding window has been converted
into double doors leading to a rear
extension, known as Block D, part of
the Stephen Court complex. The arch
headed opening is flanked by pilasters
and the flat Adamesque ceiling has two
circular and one oval centrepiece.
Ground floor front walls are decorated
with amphorae in wreaths and an
enriched cornice. The ceiling is plain.
The doors and windows have moulded
architraves. The windows have shutters.
The white marble fireplace is nineteenth century with a brass reeded fire
surround.

First floor front east is divided by a
ceiling beam on imposts which have
egg-and-dart capitals. The modern mahogany door leaves have enriched moulded
architraves and overdoors with medallions and festoons to the frieze, and
an enriched cornice. The windows have
shutters and enriched architraves while
the walls are decorated with plaster
panels surrounded by bound reed
mouldings. This room has a cornice and
a frieze decorated with putti and
paterae and an Adamesque ceiling.
There is a nineteenth century Doric
fireplace in white marble. First floor rear
room has similar detailing but with
swags in the overdoor frieze. The room
has a cornice and a frieze decorated
with anthemia. The ceiling decoration
to this room includes putti on pedestals
and medallions of dancing females. There
is a nineteenth century Doric fireplace
in white marble.

Date Of Survey: 12th February 2004

12th Feb 2004

5. First Floor Reception Hall. 6. First Floor Reception Hall Ceiling Rose. 7. Moulding to Wall of Ground Floor Hall. 8. Moulded Dado Rail in Circulation Area.
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9
12th Feb 2004

archway under the building which
provides vehicular access from St.
Stephen’s Green to a car park beneath.
There is a restaurant located in the
basement and the rest of the building is
in office use.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The cast-iron railings with plumed tops
at street line sit on a granite plinth with
moulded coping. The six cast-iron foursided open posts have scrolled tops and
sphere finials. The plinth is cut back to
allow new granite steps to basement
area at the right-hand side. The main
entrance is reached by a cascade of
eleven granite steps in two flights and
landing, and there area two cast-iron
foot scrapes.
Special Interest – Architectural
The property was built in 1776 by
Gustavus Hume and sold to David La
Touche in 1779. It is distinguished by
the Adam-inspired plasterwork of
Michael Stapleton, with its similarities
to No. 17 St. Stephen’s Green and to
Powerscourt House.

10
12th Feb 2004

11
12th Feb 2004

Special Interest – Historical
The house was sold in 1810 to Euseby
Cleaver, Archbishop of Dublin, and
afterwards purchased by the Crown as a
residence for the Archbishop of Dublin in
lieu of the old Palace of St. Sepulchre’s in
Kevin Street.
St. Stephen’s Green takes its name from
St. Stephen’s Church (1224-1639), originally the chapel of a Leper Hospital,
situated where Mercer’s Hospital now
stands (McCready). The district now
titled St. Stephen’s Green formed part
of the ground to the east of the old city.
It is so marked, with boundaries, on Sir
William Petty’s "Down Survey" map of
Dublin of 1655, where it is defined as
the property of Dublin Corporation,
consisting of some 60 acres of unen-

9. First Floor Ceiling Rose Detail. 10. Balustrade to Main Stairs in the Hallway. 11. First Floor Dado Rail.
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closed marsh (Country Life). The streets
first defining the Green were laid out
from 1662/1664, with 27 acres planted
and devoted to the public use, and the
surrounding 30 acres for building,
making it the first of the great squares
of the burgeoning classical city, and
among the largest in Europe.
In de Gomme’s map of Dublin of 1673,
the square is depicted with clusters of
houses on its north and west sides, and
with trees around the Green. The Earl of
Meath took over the area in 1702 but it
reverted to the municipality on his death
in 1709. Much of the Green was given
over to support the Blue Coat School
(McCullough, Dublin). Building around
the Green developed slowly in the 17th
and early 18th Century as indicated in
Booking’s map of 1728. The early plots
developed from the northwest corner,
and the street-lines of the present
buildings retain the irregularity of the
17th century development, though the
straight lines of the streets to the north
reflect a later and more coherent
shaping of these plots. Unlike its
Georgian successors, St. Stephen’s Green
was not in origin a residential
development and from its earliest origins
commercial activities remained a central
feature of its character.
This is a prime example of a late 18th
Century Georgian townhouse with
great architectural detail of the
period throughout.
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a listed building - List
1, architectural (protected structure).
A

This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.

Main Entrance Doorway, No. 16 St. Stephen’s Green
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Date Of Survey: 11th March 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consists of five buildings, a
large depot, storage and car parking
areas. The buildings include a main
office building, transformer workshop,
garage, stores and workshops.
The property is located on South Lotts
Road between Shelbourne Park and residential housing to the south.

2
11th Mar 2004

The earliest purchase date of the property
was in 1929. Additional land was purchased in 1941. The property was significantly redeveloped during the 1980s.
The architects were ESB International.
Description & Materials

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Administration Building
The administration building is located at
the front of the site. This is a
two-storey building to the front and the
rear wing is single storey. The total
floor area of the building is 1413.4m2.

1
11th Mar 2004

The structure of the building is a
concrete frame with external buff colour
brick outer leaf. There is a special angled
brick plinth to the base. This deep-plan
building is glazed on all sides with
maroon coloured aluminium framed
curtain wall windows. The structure is
emphasised vertically with protruding
brick clad vertical columns. Roof lighting
is provided to the locker areas at the
centre of the plan. A plant room is
located on the roof. This building
consists of offices and locker rooms.
Transformer Workshop
The transformer workshop building is
located centrally on the site directly
opposite the entrance. This T-shaped
building in plan is composed of a 12m
high pitched structure sitting on an
east-west axis. An additional flat roofed
SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition) building is attached on the

3
11th Mar 2004

4
11th Mar 2004

1. View of Administration Building. 2. Side Elevation of Administration Building. 3. Side Elevation of Administration Building. 4. Rear Elevation of Depot.
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east side. The buildings are constructed
using masonry blockwork plasteredwith
supporting steel trusses for the larger
spans, metal decking and timber windows.

Stores and Workshops
The stores and workshops are located
along the southern boundary and stretch
to the full length of the site.
There is also a refuelling area on the site.
The area of the site is 1.87ha (4.6 acres)
Commemorative Plaque
There is a commemorative plaque onsite in memory of deceased members of
staff from ESB Pembroke and Fleet
Street locations, erected in 2003.

6
11th Mar 2004

7
11th Mar 2004

8
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Garage
The garage is located along the south
perimeter of the site. The gross floor
area of the garage is 2134m2. The
garage building is composed of stores,
workshops and garages. The elevational
treatment of the building is composed
of metal sheet cladding, plastered
blockwork and timber framed windows.
Access is gained mainly through roller
shuttering to workshops and garages.
The roof consists of metal deck roofing
with roof lighting supported on steel
trusses. There are roller shutter doors
for access along the main elevation. The
structure is composed of structural
steelwork using steel supports and steel
roof trusses.

Date Of Survey: 11th March 2004

11th Mar 2004

5. View of Vehical Parking Area and Yard. 6. Interior of Canteen. 7. Commemorative Plaque. 8. View of Garage and Stores.
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1
11th Mar 2004

Summary
A detached two-storey building built in
1979 on a four-acre site to the rear of an
ESB property on South Lotts Road.
Sportsco is the popular name for the ESB
Sports Association. The Association
operates a sports and leisure centre for
members on a centrally located four-acre
site at South Lotts Road, Dublin 4, next
to Shelbourne Park Greyhound Track.

Parking is provided on two sides of
the building.

The Sportsco building comprises two
storeys of accommodation comprising a
25m, 6-lane swimming pool, four allweather six-a-side soccer pitches, fitness
centre and state-of-the-art gymnasium,
aerobics studio, general-purpose sports
hall for badminton, table tennis,
volleyball, basketball, indoor bowls
indoor soccer. There are also five
outdoor all-weather tennis courts,
snooker lounge, squash courts, leisure
suite, steam room, sauna, Jacuzzi and
plunge pool, bar and recreational area.

The bar/lounge and snooker room on
the first floor overlook the tennis courts
to the rear.

The site adjoins the rear of the houses at
Derrynane Gardens and Bath Avenue
Gardens. Recently constructed apartments
to the side of the entrance driveway
overlooking the stadium have access
from this lane.

Description & Materials
The fitness centre and bar/lounge,
spectator’s galleries and aerobics studio
are located on the first floor.
There is a roof light to the double
height atrium space over the circulation
core and over the Jacuzzi.

Floor coverings comprise linoleum, timber
and tiles. The tennis courts are located to
the rear, and astroturf soccer pitches to the
side. Floodlighting is provided.
The building is clad with red brickwork
and translucent panelling which
stretches through two storeys to the
entrance bays and fitness centre.
A circular brick tower marks the
entrance to the building. The brickwork
cladding is carried on the other
elevations with the later additions
comprising nap plastered blockwork
painted red.

4
11th Mar 2004

1. View of Front Entrance. 2. Front and Side Elevation. 3. Rear Elevation and Car Park. 4. All-Weather Tennis Courts.
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Swimming Pool
A 25m, 6-lane swimming pool is supported by reinforced concrete beams.
Terraced spectator seating overlooks
the pool from one side, and the Jaccuzzi
and sauna room are located at first floor
level also overlooking the pool. The
changing rooms are located under and
behind the seating.

Sportsco is the first stand-alone sports
and leisure centre in Ireland to receive
the award.
Sportsco was also granted the White
Flag award from ILAM Ireland and
An Taisce. This award is sports
and leisure specific and covers criteria
such as hygiene, waste management,
environmental and leisure standards.
Sportsco is one of 71 clubs in the
country to achieve the White Flag.
6
11th Mar 2004

Special Interest - Social
2004 marks the 25th Year of Sportsco
Dublin.
Sportsco has been recognised with two
awards in the past twelve months. The
Q Mark has been awarded to Sportsco
by Excellence Ireland in recognition of
its systematic approach to assuring a
quality, product and service. It is
Ireland’s national symbol of quality and

7
11th Mar 2004

8

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Sports Hall
The roof over the sports hall is spanned
by steel lattice trusses running in two
directions supporting a profiled metal
deck roof. The gymnasium comprises
indoor basketball, tennis, volleyball and
badminton courts, and is roof-lit with a
spectator’s gallery overlooking it. This
gallery also provides views of the
squash courts.

Date Of Survey: 11th March 2004

11th Mar 2004

5. Main Lobby to Reception. 6. Sports Hall. 7. Swimming Pool. 8. Rear Elevation and Tennis Courts.
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Summary
This power station is a 422MW
Combined Cycle Gas Turbine Unit built
on part of the site of the former Power
Station in Ringsend. Synergen is a joint
venture partnership between ESB and
Statoil of Norway.

2
1st Apr 2004

The power station is located on Pigeon
House Road in an area of heavy industry
in Ringsend. The entrance to the
combined cycle unit faces north onto
Pigeon House Road.
The station was connected to the
National Grid on 21st January 2002 and
it was fully commissioned in May 2002.
It was designed by ESB International.

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
This is a compact site containing an
administration block, the turbine hall,
heat recovery boiler and stores which
are enclosed by galvanised steel palisade
fencing. In addition there are fuel
storage tanks, an outfall channel and a
pump house which lie between Pigeon
House Road and the River Liffey. The
station consists of a large grey chimney
and a large main building of differing
scales for the differing station elements
and clad generally in a light grey
horizontal cladding system with

3
1st Apr 2004

1. Chimney and Air Intake. 2. Administration Building. 3. View of Chimney.
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1
1st Apr 2004

expressed vertical joints and rooftop
handrails.
Part of the original structure of the old
Ringsend Power Station still stands in
front of the site and accommodates an
ESB training centre. Most of the generating hall from the old station has been
demolished and this new combined
cycle unit now stands on this site. The
remainder of the former generating hall
is exposed revealing a section through
the structure which now overlooks the
new station.
There are a number of temporary portacabins and a barrel-vaulted steel-framed
store building located next to a live
transmission compound on the site. In
addition to an AGI compound there are
gas compressors next to the rear
boundary. The ground is surfaced with
tarmacadam, and precast concrete
kerbing surrounds the rough gravelled
areas. The building, through its functional form and its simplicity, reveals the
various functions of its components.
Administration Block
The administration block is a two-storey
flat roofed building adjoining the
generating hall and boiler house on the
same side as the air intake structure.

POWER STATION
Synergen CCGT, Ringsend,
Dublin 4

4
1st Apr 2004

It comprises offices, the control room
and staff facilities. The administration
building is built on a steel frame on a
rectangular plan and clad with metal
insulated panels. The windows are
double glazed and framed in grey
aluminium. The bays are recessed at a
lower level expressing the structure.
The corner bay is recessed at the lower
level shading the floor to ceiling glazing
from the south and east light. There are
suspended ceilings throughout the
administration block and precast
concrete floors. Staff and visitor parking
are provided in front of this block. The
stairwell bay rises to a third storey to
facilitate roof access.

reinforced concrete platforms. There is
a permanent crane in place which is
used in times of overhaul. The metal
cladding is profiled internally and the
base of the building is clad with
hardwearing blockwork which is nap
plaster rendered externally.
The transformer bay faces the main
entrance to the site and sits next to
the generating hall. It is shielded from
the main building by a reinforced
concrete screen.
5

Brief Explanation of Combined Cycle
Arrangement within Generating Hall
The station consists of one Alstom
KA26-1 advanced single shaft combined cycle gas turbine with sequential
lean-premix dry low NOx combustion
system and dual fuel capability. The
design incorporates maximum availability and thermal efficiency coupled
with operational flexibility, low emissions
and low operational cost.
The heat recovery boiler is heated by
exhaust gases from the gas turbine and
converts water to high pressure steam
which then operates the steam turbine.
This arrangement, combining the functioning of the steam and the gas turbines,
is known as a combined cycle arrangement.

1st Apr 2004

6
1st Apr 2004

8

7

1st Apr 2004

1st Apr 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Generating Hall
This generating hall is a large open
four-storey space comprising a six-bay
steel portal frame with bracing to the
end bays on a rectangular plan. The
floor is constructed of a power floated
concrete slab and folding metal doors
access the generating hall from outside.
The generating hall is lit artificially, with
natural light provided only when the
folded metal doors are open. There are
galvanised steel framed stairs and
gantries which provide access to the
turbines. The turbines are supported on

Date Of Survey: 1st April 2004

4. View from Pitch and Putt. 5. Security Building. 6. Store and Water Tank. 7. Gas Compressors. 8. Pump House.
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POWER STATION
Synergen CCGT, Ringsend,
Dublin 4

Date Of Survey: 1st April 2004

10
1st Apr 2004

9
1st Apr 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

The Synergen plant is designed to turn
natural gas into electricity at a
very efficient rate. The natural gas is
delivered to the station at Synergen
where it is compressed and fed to
the combustion chamber of the
gas turbines.
The gas turbines consist of a compressor, combustion chamber and turbine.
The compressor compresses air and
feeds it into the combustion chamber
where it is mixed with the compressed
natural gas. This air and fuel mixture
burns in the combustion chamber. The
hot gases from this combustion turn
the blades of the turbine at a speed of
3,000 rpm. The turbine in turn is
connected to a large generator. The
relative motion of a large magnet in
the generator creates the electricity.

11
1st Apr 2004
9. Transformer Bay. 10. View of Administration Building. 11. Water Outlet.
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The electricity is then stepped up in the
transformer before leaving the station
in underground cables to feed the
National Grid.
Waste Heat Recovery Boiler
The boiler house comprises the tallest
structure on site next to the chimney,
and it sits between the chimney and the
generating hall. The building stretches
to a height of nine storeys. It consists of
metal cladding with expressed vertical
joints enclosing the steel frame with
incorporated air vents to the top and
bottom. There is a galvanised steel
handrail around the top of the building.

POWER STATION
Synergen CCGT, Ringsend,
Dublin 4

12
1st Apr 2004

Chimney Stack
The exhaust/chimney stack is a focal
point about which all the various
components of the plant are sited. It
has been specially designed to ensure
the effective dispersion of the boiler
exhaust. There is a freestanding galvanised steel framed stair to access it
externally. Above the enclosed boiler is
located an external ladder attached to
the chimney.

Water Treatment Plant
The water treatment plant is detached
from the main building and sits next to
the barrel-shaped store.
Pump House
The original pump house still stands at
the front of the site looking onto the
Liffey and marks the point of water
intake. Behind this, next to the Pigeon
House Road, are situated two large fuel
tanks. The water outlet is situated at this
point and flows parallel to the road

before being releasing into the Liffey.
The pump house dates from the same
period as the rest of the Ringsend
Power Station and therefore is constructed with red brick and steel, and
sits on a rectangular plan.
Synergen
Synergen was constructed following
the deregulation of electricity supply in
Ireland. The shareholding is divided:
ESB 70%, Statoil 30%, and overall investment in the project was €250m.
Synergen is the first of the new breed of
independent generating companies,
following deregulation.
Special Interest - Technical
Gas-fired combined cycle plants
produce less CO per unit energy output
than other fossil fuel technologies and
provide significant operational flexibility
which facilitates the availability of
relatively inexpensive power augmentation
for peak period operation, and relatively
low CO2 production.
The plant features the latest state-of the
art single shaft CCGT.
13
1st Apr 2004

15

14

1st Apr 2004

1st Apr 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

Security Building
The security building at the front gate
comprises a small detached single
storey building on a square plan with
aluminium framed doors and windows
surrounded by concrete stone-effect
cladding and concrete tiles to the roof.

Date Of Survey: 1st April 2004

12. Control Room. 13. Generating Hall. 14. Irishtown Substation. 15. Generating Hall
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ESB CRÉCHE
WILTON PLACE
1 Wilton Place, Dublin 2
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Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3264/16

ESB Ref: D-SS-3264/16
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Heritage Evaluation:
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Date Of Survey: 28th February 2004

2
28th Feb 2004

Dublin City Council - DUBLIN

3
28th Feb 2004

Summary
The property consists of an end-of-terrace,
two-bay, four-storey over basement, partly
stone-faced Georgian residence.
The property is located on an urban
corner site at the junction of Wilton Place
and the Grand Canal. The adjoining
buildings comprising a terrace of six
houses are four storeys over basement in
scale. There is a car park to the rear.
Though of typical Georgian style, the
terrace is from the early Victorian
period. It first appears in the Dublin
Street directory in 1841 and the
property carries a date quoin stone
of 1841. The building was purchased
by the ESB in 1990 for refurbishment
and change of use into a crèche,
for which it won an RIAI award in
1994. The architects were Building
Consultancy Group/ESB International.
Description & MaterialsA
The four-storey over basement property
consists of red brick Flemish bond with
flush pointing, granite frieze, cornice
and parapet. There are also granite
projecting strings at first floor cill and
ground floor levels. The ground floor is
faced in chamfered rusticated granite
and the basement, gable and rear walls
are rendered and painted.

28th Feb 2004

The front door is a 4-paneled painted
timber door with recessed panels and
central vertical bead and incorporates a
round headed painted stone door case
with a semi-circular wrought iron
decorative fanlight and painted glass of
floral and acanthus motifs. There are
two fluted ionic columns with plain
panels over the columns and a central
recessed panel.
The window openings incorporate flat
brick arches with granite sills and
rendered reveals. The granite reveals to
the ground floor windows are timber
framed vertically sliding sashes with
horns two-pane to ground and first
floors, six-over-six to second floor,
three-over-three to third floor; and tenover-ten to the basement. There are two
splay fronted cast iron balconettes at first
floor and second floor with two iron
hoop window guards to the third floor.
Externally there is a granite moulded
plinth painted stone balustrade with
acanthus leaves to the balusters.
The roof is parapeted and articulated
with a strong granite cornice/coping.
The building is of pitched roof structure
with parapet walls.
Special Interest - Architectural
Awards
The project won an R.I.A.I. award in 1994.
The building was conserved in 1992
involving interventions to accommodate a
change of use to a crèche (nursery school).
Original "Oculus" roof light to 2 storey
return to rear of building.
Under the Dublin City Development
Plan 1999 this is a Protected Structure List 1, architectural (protected structure).
A

4
28th Feb 2004

1. Front Elevation. 2. View along Wilton Place. 3. Detail of Fanlight above Door. 4. Interior of Crèche.
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1

Technical (T)

This data is based on information from the built
environment survey of the Dublin Environmental
Inventory (DEI). The built environment survey
was carried out by the School of Architecture,
University College Dublin. The DEI was carried
out under the LIFE program of the European
Commission by Dublin Corporation and the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce.

Interior Views of Crèche.
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ESB BLACKROCK
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SUBSTATION
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Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Castlebyrne Park,
Newtownpark Avenue,
Blackrock

Andrea Fox

Photographer:
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National
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International
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Date Of Survey: 23rd March 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
A detached flat roofed building comprising a series of blocks ranging in scale
from single storey to two-storey. The
entrance to the property is located next
to a public park in Castlebyrne Park off
Newtownpark Avenue.
Description & Materials
The two-storey building comprises
a nine-bay reinforced concrete frame
structure located centrally on site.
2
23th March 2004

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown

3

The property is located to the rear of
a residential development and the site
is enclosed by a random rubble wall
and fairfaced blockwork wall. The substation building is enclosed in a secure
compound and accessed via vehicular
gates from Castlebyrne Park. A driveway loops around the building and a
lawn at the front of the building. There
is a telecommunications mast located
on the site with portacabins at the base.
The building was originally designed as a
single volume within which accommodation is organised as a series of layers.
Later additions to the sides and rear of the
original structure have been introduced.

23th March 2004

1. Front Elevation. 2. Side View. 3. Side Elevation and Mast.
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1
23th March 2004

The front façade facing onto the lawn
incorporates a three bay composition,
and is clad externally with beige
stretcher course brickwork, fairfaced
concrete blockwork and smooth plaster
render. There are large folded metal
doors located centrally on the front
elevation and folded metal shutters to
the window openings. The side blocks
are nap plaster rendered. The single
storey flat roofed block to the rear is
clad with stack bonded light brown
brickwork. On the side elevation facing
the main entrance the structure is
expressed by recessing it from the
brickwork cladding. Downpipes are
positioned to the front of the reinforced
concrete stanchions and the guttering
is concealed behind the parapet walling.
The façade incorporates a series of roller
shutter doors to facilitate maintenance
and replacement of heavy equipment,
such as transformers.

Surveyors Name:

Judith Doherty

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3391/01

ESB Ref: DLR-SS-3391/01

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
8th Jan 2004

Summary
The property is a two-storey retail
building on a redbrick Edwardian terrace
on the main shopping street of Dún
Laoghaire. The property was acquired
in 1963.
The building is located at the junction
of George’s Street Upper and Royal
Marine Road. The rear yard is accessed
from the lane running between Patrick
Street and Mulgrave Street.

The front elevation consists of a glazed
shopfront set in a painted timber frame.
The first floor elevation is constructed of
red brick. The first floor windows are
timber framed single glazed windows
with stone head and quoin surrounds.
The ground floor construction is of
concrete and the first floor is of timber.

ESB
RETAIL SHOP
3 Upper Georges Street,
Dún Laoghaire

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 8th January 2004

A lift connects the ground and first floor
levels. The roof to the front is pitched
and slated, and has a glazed rooflight.
The roof to the rear is flat consisting of
torch on felt.
The rear yard is on the first floor level
with access to the lane via timber gates.
The yard is connected to the ground
floor via a concrete staircase. A steel
staircase gives an exit from the first floor
level at the back.
The site area is 0.019ha (0.047 acres)
Special Interest – Architectural
There is a prominent raised semicircular Dutch gable parapet to the top
of the central bay with a dressed
circular feature.

2
8th Jan 2004

3
8th Jan 2004

4

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown

Description & Materials
The building is located on an Edwardian
terrace and consists of two storeys to
the front and three storeys to the rear.
The building structure provides for
334m2 of accommodation. The sales
area is located to the front of the
building with the staff and storage areas
to the rear, first and second floor levels.

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

8th Jan 2004

1. Front Elevation. 2. Street Elevation onto George’s Street. 3. Parapet Feature. 4. Interior to Office on Second Floor and Roof Lights.
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Date Of Survey: 8th January 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The site is located off the Leopardstown
Road at the foot of the Dublin
Mountains. A large suburban site, it is
located beside the M50 Motorway
extension and Leopardstown Interchange,
adjacent to the Sandyford office and
business park area. The property
contains six separate buildings which
include offices, garages, workshops,
stores, depot and car parking areas.
2
8th Jan 2004

The site layout is such that the buildings
are set back from the main road with
the office buildings towards the front of

1
8th Jan 2004

the site. The garages and storage units
are mostly located at the back
surrounding the depot yard.
There is a site of undeveloped land
running along the west side of the site
in the ownership of ESB.
This complex was formerly ESB Dublin
Regional Headquarters. The property was
purchased in 1972 with initial development beginning the same year.
The site area is 5.8ha (14.3 acres)

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown

3
8th Jan 2004

4
8th Jan 2004

1. Main Elevation to Leopardstown Road. 2. Side Elevation and Stair Tower. 3. Main Entrance. 4. Internal View of Stair Tower.
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ESB
MAIN CENTRE
Leopardstown Road,
Leopardstown,
Dublin 18
5
8th Jan 2004

Phase 1 - Office Building & Canteen
The Phase 1 building is located towards
the front of the site. It is flat roofed and
composed of two storeys, a basement
and a small third storey to access the
roof. The building consists of offices
and a canteen. The gross floor area of
the building is approx. 2661m2
The main axis of the building runs east
to west. A landscaped area with pond is
located directly to the north of the
building. The building is constructed of
concrete block masonry. The floors are
of concrete waffle slab construction.
The elevation consists of a painted

Date Of Survey: 8th January 2004

plaster render. All windows and panels
are framed with aluminium. Aluminium
panels appear in series with the glass
panes. The Phase 1 offices were
constructed in 1973.
Phase 2 - Office Building
The Phase 2 office building is a twostorey flat roofed building located at
the centre of the site. The axis of the
building runs east to west parallel to the
Phase 1 building.
The construction of the building consists
of concrete masonry supporting concrete
floors.

6
8th Jan 2004

7
8th Jan 2004

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown

8
8th Jan 2004

5. Landscaped Pool and Fountain. 6. Restaurant. 7. Phase 1 Office Building. 8. Phase 2 Office Building Elevation to Machinery Yard.
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ESB
MAIN CENTRE
Leopardstown Road,
Leopardstown,
Dublin 18
(continued)
Date Of Survey: 8th January 2004

9
8 Jan 2004

The elevation is similar to that of Phase 1
with a painted plaster render aluminium
panels and aluminium framed windows.
The parapet to this building is much
deeper than the Phase 1 building and is
of in-situ concrete construction. The
gross floor area is 1611m2.
The Phase 2 offices were constructed in
1976 with a first floor extension of
663m2 introduced in 1988.
10
8 Jan 2004

SCADA – Office Building
The SCADA (Supervisory Control And
Data Acquisition) building is located to
the west of the site next to Phase 2.

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown

11

12

8 Jan 2004

8 Jan 2004

It consists of a single storey with flat roof.
The gross floor area of the building
is 530m2.
The structure is of reinforced concrete
construction with concrete floor, reinforced
concrete columns and waffle slab roof. In
plan the building is rectangular and is
relatively deep (17.5m).
The elevations of the building reflect
the style of Phase 1 & 2 buildings with
a plaster render, aluminium panelling
and aluminium framed windows.
The SCADA building was constructed
in 1976.

9. Phase Two Office Building Main Elevation. 10. Phase 2 Office Building and Landscape. 11. SCADA Building. 12. SCADA Building Entrance.
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ESB
MAIN CENTRE
Leopardstown Road,
Leopardstown,
Dublin 18
(continued)
13
8 Jan 2004

Workshop Garage
The building provides for single and first
floor storage.
The workshop garage is located to the
northeast of the site bordering the service
yard. The axis of the building runs north
to south.
The building consists of steel portal frame
construction. A solid concrete blockwork
cavity wall is constructed around the base
of the building to first floor level. The
building consists of five bays.
The blockwork has an external plaster
finish. Profiled metal cladding covers the
remainder of the building. The west
elevation has four metal faced folding
sliding garage doors. An external steel
escape stairs is located on the south
elevation. Continuous roof lighting is
provided to each bay.

The workshop garage was constructed
in 1976.

Stores Garage
This building provides for single and
first floor storage. The stores garage is
located at the north end of the site along
the north boundary.
The building consists of steel portal frame
construction. A solid concrete blockwork
cavity wall is constructed around the base
of the building to first floor level. The
building consists of seven bays.
A double height garage door is
provided for on the second and fifth
bays. The blockwork has an external
plaster finish. Profiled metal cladding
covers the remainder of the building.

14
8 Jan 2004

The gross floor area of the workshop
garage is 867m2.
The stores garage was constructed
in 1976.
Transformer Oil Building
The transformer oil building was
constructed in 1997.
The gross floor area of the building
is 73m2.
15
8 Jan 2004

16

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown

The gross floor area of the workshop
garage is 527m2.

Date Of Survey: 8th January 2004

8 Jan 2004

13. Stores Garage. 14. Stores Garage and Service Yard. 15. Workshop Garage. 16. Storage Units.
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Dublin 14
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O.S. Ref: 3391/10

ESB Ref: D/DLR-SS-3391/10
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Date Of Survey: 23rd March 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a detached, eight-bay
steel framed retail showroom building
located in Nutgrove Retail Park, in a
largely residential area adjoining a fire
brigade station and adjacent to
Nutgrove Office Park.

2

Vehicular access is gained to the site
off Meadow Park Avenue. Pedestrian
access can be gained via a ramp
or steps off Nutgrove Avenue. The
architects for the interior of the building
were Building Consultancy Group.

23rd March 2004

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown

Description & Materials
The building is a single storey brick clad
building with barrel vaulted roof
and canopy. The building comprises a
large open plan showroom space,
a two-storey end bay incorporating
toilets, office and staff facilities, and
a store room.

3
23rd March 2004

The walls are terracotta brick with grey
banding at eaves level to the side
elevations. There is high level metal
framed glazing system to the front
elevation and centred in the main
façade is a glazed bay highlighting the
entrance area. There is prominent
signage located above the main entrance.

4
23rd March 2004

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Shopfront. 3. Interior of Showroom. 4. Side Elevation.
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1
23rd March 2004

There is a covered walkway running
along the perimeter of the building to
each side of the glazed entrance. This
walkway is a steel framed structure with
a glazed roof.
There is a steel portico located along
the front of the building and the roof is
barrel vaulted and cover with profiled
metal sheeting. The rear elevation
consists of profiled metal cladding.
There is a two-storey end bay which
consists of storage space and is
accessible by vehicle roller shutter doors
to the end elevation.
Internally there is a large open-plan
showroom space with the main sales
desk located close to the main entrance.
There is a suspended ceiling throughout
with recessed integrated lighting.
The rear and side of the property is
enclosed by palisade fencing.

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3393/06

ESB Ref: DLR-SS-3393/06

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
8th Jan 2004

Summary
The property is located on the main
shopping centre concourse of the
Stillorgan Shopping Centre.
The centre is located on the corner of
Lower Kilmacud Road and Dublin Road.
It is adjoined on either side by other
retail premises and fronts onto the
shopping centre concourse
The building was constructed in the 1960s.
Description & Materials
The sales area and showroom are located
to the front of the unit with ancillary staff
and the storage accommodation to the
rear. The uses of the property are retail
showroom, shop, cash office and store.
There is a service access yard located to
the rear of the unit.

Unit 11,
Stillorgan Shopping Centre,
Stillorgan,
Co. Dublin

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP

✔

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 8th January 2004

The front elevation consists of a floor
to ceiling glazed shopfront set in a
metal frame. There is a concrete roof
slab to the shop area and a timber
deck roof to the store. The floors
are constructed of concrete. Most of
the partitions within the unit are
demountable and non-load bearing.
The gross floor area of the retail unit
is 115.8m2.
Special Interest – Historical
Stillorgan Shopping Centre was the first
shopping centre to be developed
in Dublin.

2
8th Jan 2004

4

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown

3
8th Jan 2004

8th Jan 2004

1. Front Elevation. 2. Shopfront and Canopy. 3. Showroom. 4. View along Mall.
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Ballycoolin Supply Stores,
Blanchardstown
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Date Of Survey: 19th March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
Ballycoolin is the National Supply Store
for ESB serving their operational centres
throughout the country. The Ballycoolin
facility replaced two earlier Dublinbased facilities, East Wall Road (outdoor
storage) and Central Stores Lower Erne
Street (appliances and indoor stores).
The facility is manned 24 hours a day.

2
19th March 2003

The complex is located in Blanchardstown on the outskirts of Dublin City
in close proximity to the M50 Motorway system which facilitates access to
the majority of arterial routes in and out
of Dublin.

Fingal Co. Council - DUBLIN

Completed in 1992 the facility was
opened in March 1993. The architects
were ESB International.

1
19th March 2003

Originally Ballycoolin was one of three
supply stores - Dublin, Limerick and
Sligo. Subsequently a process of rationalisation was commenced and Ballycoolin
emerged as the single supply store in
May 2002.
Description & Materials
The complex consists of an entrance
control building, supply store building,
vehicular maintainance garage, toxic
materials store, external goods storage
yards and associated loading/marshalling
areas. The site area is 8.91ha (22 acres).
Entrance Control Building
The entrance control building is a pitched
roofed building on a square-shaped plan
with outward sloping aluminium glazing
to the elevations. The building is manned

3
19th March 2003

4
19th March 2003

1. Aerial View of Supply Store Site. 2. View of Main Entrance Control Building and Front Elevation. 3. Side Elevation. 4. Canteen at First Floor Level.
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ESB NATIONAL
SUPPLY STORE
Ballycoolin Supply Stores,
Blanchardstown

5
19th March 2003

by security staff who co-ordinate access
into and out of the complex.
Security is a major consideration in the
management of the complex due to the
fact that operational centres ranging
from power stations to substations
depend on the supply store for spare
parts and equipment vital to their
efficient and safe operation. As a result
the electricity network as a whole is in
turn dependent on the security of this
national facility. Deliveries to Ballycoolin
are made by appointment only and in
the order of twenty 40ft (12m)
containers delivering materials to the
store are off-loaded per day.

designed to accommodate high-rise
storage racking, a three-storey office
building and ancillary facilities within
the overall envelope of the building.
The steel structure is clad in an
insulated double skin metal cladding
incorporating areas of double glazed
curtain wall and rooflights which
provide a high level of natural daylight.
The cladding and window systems
utilised are robust and commonly used
in the construction of contemporary
industrial buildings.

6
19th March 2003

The administrative core of the building
is located at the northeast corner of the
building and is expressed by curtain
wall installation which is three storeys in
scale. The corner location affords
supervision of both entrance area and

8

7

19th March 2003

19th March 2003

5. Side Elevation onto External Storage Yard. 6. Storage Racking System in Warehouse.
7. View Overlooking Warehouse Floor. 8. Feature Glazing.

Fingal Co. Council - DUBLIN

Supply Store Building
The supply store building is a large
pitch roofed single volume building

Date Of Survey: 19th March 2003
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ESB NATIONAL
SUPPLY STORE
Ballycoolin Supply Stores,
Blanchardstown

Date Of Survey: 19th March 2003

10
19th March 2003

Fingal Co. Council - DUBLIN
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9
19th March 2003

outdoor storage yards. The use of
translucent spandrel glazing at first
floor level increases the solid to void
ratio of glazing to cladding, lending a
corporate air to what would otherwise
be a utilitarian building.

provide a clear span of 60m and a clear
height of 13.75m. The use of integral
rooflights in the roof cladding provides
high levels of natural daylight to the
warehouse floor and highlights the
lattice configuration of the roof trusses.

Vertical and clerestory panels of glazing
allow natural daylight dramatically into
the warehouse floor which houses the
high-rise racking bays. The cross section
of the building is clearly expressed with
rainwater pipes and gutters being
concealed to allow crisp articulation of
the building volume. The expansive
surface areas of façade enclosing the
operations floor are broken down in
scale by the large order ‘portal’ shaped
glazing elements and a plinth zone
differentiated by cladding materials of
contrasting colour.

The warehouse is 5,400m2 in area subdivided into eight storage types, each
storage type identifies with a type of
product e.g.: block stacking, slow
moving, fast moving, etc.

The plinth element is continued and
expanded in height on the northern
façade to frame the loading bays
openings that facilitate delivery and
distribution of materials by 40ft trucks
to and from the building.

At ground floor level there is a
reception area, staff changing facilities,
administrative/office area, conference
room and ancillary services rooms.
Access from the reception area into the
warehouse floor is controlled.

The overall cladding palette is in
corporate ESB identity colours to reflect
its critical importance to operations.

Staff facilities are located at first floor
level. These include canteen, kitchens
and associated stores recreation room,
offices and toilets.

Internally the structural steel trusses

11

12

19th March 2003

19th March 2003

The warehouse floor comprises a
series of high-rise storage racks 12m in
height which are accessed by dedicated
high rise picker stacker machines. 78%
of all materials are sourced from two
storage types.
The three-storey office building accommodates a range of facilities.

9. View Overlooking External Storage Compound and Vehicular Maintance Garage. 10. Metal Cladding Detail.
11. View Above Entrance Lobby. 12. Loading Entrances to Side Elevation.

ESB NATIONAL
SUPPLY STORE
Ballycoolin Supply Stores,
Blanchardstown

13
19th March 2003

A number of offices are located at second
floor level in addition to computer and
communications rooms.
Vehicular Maintainance Garage
A range of vehicles are maintained at
the garage located in the external
storage yard.
The fleet of 18 tractor units and trailers
based at Ballycoolin deliver materials
throughout the country. In addition
forklifts and high-rise picker stacker
machines, which are essential to the
logistical planning of the complex, are
maintained in the garage.

This area is subdivided into 10 storage
types, each storage type identifies with
a type of product, e.g. steelwork, cable,
transformers, slow moving items, etc.
A one-way traffic management system
is employed in conjunction with strict
time management/ logistical planning
procedures.
The overall site is sensitively
landscaped, both in terms of boundary
screening treatment and extensive use
of native tree species. It is worth noting
that at time of construction, the
surrounding landscape was less developed and more agricultural in character.
As a result it was a planning requirement that the building complex be
screened by use of man-made berms
(mounds) and trees. The surrounding
area has been heavily developed during
the past 10 years.

14
19th March 2003

External Goods Storage Yards
The outdoor storage yards are approx
18 acres in area, of which 7 acres are
used for stocking of materials. There are
22 forklift trucks ranging from 3 ton to
7 ton capacity employed in this area.

16

15

19th March 2003

19th March 2003

Fingal Co. Council - DUBLIN

Toxic Materials Store
Materials for distribution which are of a
toxic nature are stored in the toxic store
located in the external storage yard.
These materials range from paints to
gases and are logged by standardised
ESB safety data sheets. These materials
are small in quantity at any given time.

Date Of Survey: 19th March 2003

13. Vehicular Maintance Garage. 14. Toxic Materials Store. 15. View Overlooking External Storage Yard. 16. Container Trailer Parking Area.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL
SUPERSTORE
Unit 421,
Blanchardstown Retail Park,
Blanchardstown

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3061/D

ESB Ref: D/F-SS-3061/D?

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 28th August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
ESB occupy Unit 421, a two-storey
mid-terraced unit in the second phase of
retail park developments at the
Blanchardstown Centre. The first retail
development phase was designed by the
architects A.&D. Wejchert & Partners
Ltd. in 1998. The store replaced the ESB
Shop formerly located in Blanchardstown
village and opened following a fitout by
Building Consultancy Group in 2002.
2
28th Aug 2003

Fingal Co. Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
This mid-terraced two-storey retail unit
consists of a buff brick finish at ground
floor level and composite architectural
metal cladding above. There is a
covered walkway with double height
feature entrance canopy to the front
façade and prominent signage onto the
public parking areas.
The ground floor comprises an open
plan retail showroom, with ancillary
accommodation, namely the store, and
canteen areas located at the rear of

1
28th Aug 2003

the store. There is a first floor mezzanine to the rear of the unit and a
smaller first floor mezzanine to the front.
This provides accommodation to ESB
clerical staff relocated from ESB offices
on Fleet Street, Dublin 2. There is a void
between the two mezzanine office areas
above a suspended ceiling located overhead the retail showroom with rooflights above. There are four access stairs
leading to the first floor mezzanines
from each corner of the building.
The building comprises a steel portal
frame structure The windows consist of
a powder coated aluminium double
glazed curtain walling system to the
front and rear of the unit, and profiled
metal roofing. There is a brick external
leaf to the ground floor with dark grey
horizontal bands at intervals. The first
floor consists of horizontal architectural
flat aluminium cladding panels.

3
28th Aug 2003

4
28th Aug 2003

1. Front Elevation. 2. View of Shopping Centre. 3. Interior of Showroom. 4. Brickwork at Ground Level and Canopy Overhead.
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Surveyors Name:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3062/C

ESB Ref: D/F-SS-3062/C

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
29th March 2004

Summary
College Park is a high voltage (110kV)
to medium voltage (10kV) indoor substation built to upgrade the electricity
network and provide the additional
capacity required to facilitate further
growth, to provide security of supply to
existing customers.
The substation is located on the
Cruiserath Road, just outside the M50
Motorway in the Dublin suburb
of Corduff.
The substation was built on a greenfield
site in 2002 and was designed to match
the requirements of a high quality
business park environment.

Description & Materials
The building is three storeys over
basement in scale. The 9.5m high
façades incorporate a tripartite composition. The plinth and eaves are clad
with a plastisol finished horizontal
louvre system which gives a strong
horizontal emphasis to the building.
The residual wall areas are clad with
horizontally laid insulated double
skinned architectural composite panels
with a goosewing grey plastisol finish.
The north façade to the road has no
openings in contrast to the southern
façade which incorporates a series of

ESB COLLEGE PARK
G.I.S 110kV
SUBSTATION

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Cruiserath Road, Ballycoolin,
Corduff

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

✔

Date Of Survey: 29th March 2004

roller shutter doors to facilitate
maintenance and changes to heavy
equipment such as transformers.
The building is designed as a single
volume within which accommodation
is organised as a series of layers.
The outermost layer is composed of a
series of cellular spaces accommodating
large transformer rooms, control area,
toilets and the fire repression system
bottled gas store.
A series of in-situ concrete walls
separate the cellular spaces from the
open plan operations floor.

2
29th March 2004

The substation building is enclosed in a
secure compound and accessed via
vehicular gates from the Cruiserath Road.
The full volume of the building is visible
through the 2m high boundary fence.
The structure of the building is of steel
frame and masonry with the roof span
broken up by the reinforced concrete
wall. The floor area of the building is
1000m2 (39mx27m).
Special Interest - Technical
The substation is fed from the Finglas to
Mullingar 110kV line. In College Park
the incoming 110kV voltage is transformed down to 10kV and distributed
to industry at this voltage.

3
29th March 2004

4

Fingal Co. Council - DUBLIN

The architects were Building
Consultancy Group.

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

29th March 2004

1. Double Height Access Doors. 2. Front and Side Elevation. 3. Interior of Control Room. 4. Corner Detail.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& COMPOUND
Strand Street, Skerries

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 2154/12

ESB Ref: D/F-SS-2154/12

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 28th August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a single storey detached
flat roofed building located at the junction
of Strand Street and O’Callaghan’s Lane in
a mainly single and two-storey scale
terraced street.
ESB purchased the site and building in
1961 moving from their previous
location in Quay Street. The building was
refurbished and altered during 1975.
2
28th Aug 2003

Fingal Co. Council - DUBLIN

Description & Materials
The front elevation consists of a white
aluminium glazed shopfront framed
with cut natural stone, the side and rear
elevations being rendered, with timber
doors and windows. The structure
consists of a concrete floor and flat roof
with load bearing masonry walls.

3
28th Aug 2003

4
28th Aug 2003

1. View along Strand Street. 2. View along Strand Street. 3. Front Elevation. 4. Side Elevation.
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1
28th Aug 2003

The sales area is located to the front of
the building with ancillary staff and
storage accommodation to the rear.
The rear yard is accessed from
O’Callaghan’s Lane.
The building contains 160m2 of floor
space on a site of 0.064ha (0.16 acres).
Special Interest - Historical
The site, once occupied by a thatched
cottage, was part of the original
landholdings of Rt. Hon. James Hans
Wellesley Baron Holmpatrick and Rt.
Hon Victoria Alexandria Baroness
Holmpatrick. It was purchased in 1924
by a William Shaw, bootmaker, for the
sum of £85.

Surveyors Name:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 2495/03

ESB Ref: D/F-SS-2495/03

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
28th Aug 2003

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT
Main Street, Swords

✔

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

walls with timber roofs. External finishes
consist of painted tyrolean finely dashed
render with smooth render plinths. The
shop front consists of a blue aluminium
glazed bay and entrance door. Elsewhere
windows are mainly timber. The building
was extensively refurbished in 1989.
The architects were ESBI, Building
Consultancy Group.

Description & Materials
The retail unit is octagonal in shape
in overall plan form with a feature
pitched roof with decorative finial
sculpture.The remainder of the office
accommodation behind the shop is
single storey with a mixture of pitched,
flat and monopitched roofs. Construction
is mainly load bearing concrete masonry

Special Interest - Artistic
There is a modern decorative metal
finial sculpture to the ridgecap of
the octagonal roof above the shop
emblazoned with a lightning flash
shape symbolic of ESB business.

2
28th Aug 2003

3
28th Aug 2003

4

Fingal Co. Council - DUBLIN

Summary
The property comprises of an attractive
detached single storey prominent retail
unit facing the main street with office
accommodation to the rear, and an
enclosed depot and yard area to the side
with high enclosing wall, and separate
gate access. The site was purchased in
two phases: 1960 and 1964.

Date Of Survey: 28th August 2003

28th Aug 2003

1. View to Main Street and Front and Side Elevation. 2. View of Front Elevation. 3. Interior of Showroom. 4. Metal Sculpture to Ridgecap.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
Tower Road, Clondalkin

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3326/09

ESB Ref: D/S-SS-3326/09

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 20th January 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a single storey, ground
floor retail unit with the entrance via a
shared arcade, set in a traditional style
terrace of shops in the village centre.
The property is located on Tower Road
near the junction with Main Street.
Description & Materials
This building is a single storey unit
located on the ground floor of a twostorey retail building.
2
20th Jan 2004

There is a sales area and showroom
located to the front of the unit with
staff accommodation and office area
located to the rear. The front elevation
consists of a large display window
set in an aluminium frame surrounded
by brickwork facing. There is a roller
shutter door to the front entrance into

1
20th Jan 2004

the arcade and the treatment of
the front elevation on each side of the
arcade entrance consists of plastered
brickwork.
The building is of concrete frame
construction. The retail unit is glazed
on two sides and the showroom is
visible from the street and the arcade.
Structurally there are concrete floors
and above the shop area there is a
suspended ceiling.
The property has access to a communal
service yard behind the terrace that
opens onto Tower Road.
The total floor area of the shop unit
is 96m2.

South Dublin Co. Council

3
20th Jan 2004

4
20th Jan 2004

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. Interior of Showroom. 3. Arcade Entrance from Street. 4. Entrance Door from Arcade.
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Surveyors Name:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3390/07

ESB Ref: D/S-SS-3390/07

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
28th Aug 2003

Summary
The shop occupies one retail unit at the
third floor level of The Square Shopping
Centre, Tallaght. The shopping centre
and the retail fitout were completed
in 1990. The architects for the unit were
Building
Consultancy
Group/ESB
International.
Description & Materials
The shop consists of a retail sales area
and showroom, with cash office, ancillary
storage and staff canteen to the rear of
the unit. The entrance fronting onto the
main shopping mall consists of a full

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP
Unit 307A,
The Square Shopping Centre,
Tallaght

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 28th August 2003

height, feature glazed shopfront.
The shopfront construction consists of a
steel C-channel continuous plinth and
arched doorway with steel perimeter
angles to the large glazed seamless
windows. Structurally the unit has a
concrete floor with two structural
columns in the showroom and a metal
deck roof. There is a suspended ceiling
with recessed light fittings above the
retail showroom. This shop replaced the
previous ESB shop in Rathfarnham
Shopping Centre.

2
28th Aug 2003

There is a gross floor area of 260m2

South Dublin Co. Council

3
28th Aug 2003

1. View of Main Shopfront. 2. Interior of Shopping Centre . 3. Main Entrance into Retail Unit.
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ESB DEPOT
Airton Road, Tallaght

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3390/07

ESB Ref: D/S-N-3390/07

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

Local
District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 18th November 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The depot consists of a single storey
industrial building and is located on a
corner site at the junction of Airton
Road and Airton Close.
Description & Materials
The building is a single storey concrete
framed structure with a low-pitch metal
deck roof on precast concrete beams.

2
18th Nov 2003

South Dublin Co. Council

3

4

18th Nov 2003

18th Nov 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Rear Elevation. 3. Entrance Door. 4. Side View.

202

1
18th Nov 2003

There is yellow buff brick to the front
and part side elevations with nap
render to the remainder. The structural
columns are emphasised in the render
banding. The fenestration consists
of double glazed white aluminium
windows to the office accommodation
with high level strip windows to the
stores. The accommodation on the
ground floor consists of offices, canteen,

ESB DEPOT
Airton Road, Tallaght

5
18th Nov 2003

Date Of Survey: 18th November 2003

workshop and a locker room all
accessed from the main central storage
area and occupying a ground floor area
of 1212m2. The locker room, small store
and workshop all have direct external
access. The first floor is accessible from
the storage area and accommodates
additional storage and small staff
recreational room with an area of 32m2.
The site area is 0.35ha (0.88 acres)
6
18th Nov 2003

8

South Dublin Co. Council

7
18th Nov 2003

18th Nov 2003

5. Interior of Storage Area from First Floor. 6. Internal Storage Area. 7. Internal Storage Area. 8. Side Elevation.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
& GARAGE

Judith Doherty

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3390/07

ESB Ref: D/S-N-3390/07

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Broomhill Road, Tallaght

Judith Doherty

Photographer:

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

Local
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Regional
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National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 7th December 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
This is the repair and maintanance
headquarters for the Dublin region.
The property is located on Broomhill
Road accessed from Airton Road in
Tallaght, the location of the ESB depot.

2
7th Dec 2004

Description & Materials
There are two main parts to this ESB
garage a two storey masonry administration building fronting onto the
Broomhill Road and the garage/
workshop to the rear accessed from an
external yard at the rear of the building.
Administration Building
The administration building is located
at the front of the site. This is a two storey

South Dublin Co. Council
204

1
7th Dec 2004

building with refurbished as part of the
building development.
The structure of the building is a
concrete frame with external brick
outer leaf with aluminium framed
windows. This building consists of
offices and canteen facility and links at
ground level into the main workshop.
The building was officially opened by
John Shine, Executive Director of
Networks on the 24th May 2004 and
a plaque highlighting this opening is
located at the entrance to this block.
Garage
The buildings consist of a double portal
framed structure accessed through the
security gates from the Broomhill Road.

3
7th Dec 2004

4

5

7th Dec 2004

7th Dec 2004

1. View of Administration Building onto Broomhill Road. 2. View of Entrance into Garage from Yard. 3. Canopy over Main Door.
4. Plaque to Commemorate Opening of Building. 5. Interior of Garage Workshop.

ESB DEPOT
& GARAGE
Broomhill Road, Tallaght

6
7th Dec 2004

The elevational treatment of the building
is vertical metal sheet cladding, with
low level blockwork and rooflights in
the metal roof. Access is gained mainly
through roller shuttering to workshops
and garages.
This building serves the entire Dublin
Fleet for repair and maintanance and
has replaced the previous garages in
Inchicore, South Lotts Road and
Leopardstown.

Date Of Survey: 7th December 2004

Entrance/Security Building
This is a single storey masonry structure
Special Interest - Artistic
To mark the opening of the garage
building a painting was commissioned
entitled ‘The French Connection’ by artist
Ciara McQueirns.

7
7th Dec 2004

9

South Dublin Co. Council

8
7th Dec 2004

7th Dec 2004

6. Vehicle under Maintanance. 7. Vehicle Parking Area. 8. Interior of Main Conference Room.
9. Painting “The French Connection” by artist Ciara McQueirns to Celebrate Building Opening.

205

Galway City Council -

GALWAY

3
2

206

1

Contents

1
2
3

Moneenageisha, Galway
Newtownsmythe, Galway
Sean Mulvey Road, Galway

208
209
210

Galway City Council -

GALWAY CITY COUNCIL

GALWAY

P OWER S TATION

S UBSTATION

D EPOT

O FFICE

S HOP

S TORE

V ISITOR C ENTRE

R ECREATIONAL /E DUCATIONAL

207

ESB SUBSTATION
& DEPOT

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1222

ESB Ref: GCC-N-1222

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Moneenageisha

Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional
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National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 24th April 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is located next to a
four-storey office building on the
outskirts of Galway City and comprises
a three-bay garage, a store building
and an original Siemen’s designed
substation building. The main access is
off Moneenageisha Road through metal
security gates. There is also direct
access onto Tuam Road. The property
was acquired in 1948 and construction
was carried out in the intervening years.
2
24th April 2004

Galway City Council - GALWAY

3
24th April 2004

4

Description & Materials
There are three single storey buildings
located on the site in addition to a
galvanised steel pylon, underground
fuel tanks and a transformer yard next
to the substation. The corner boundary
of the site is enclosed by a dry coursed
local stone wall 1.2m high with precast
concrete capping. The remainder of the
site is enclosed by a concrete block wall
approximately 3m high.
Substation
An original Siemens substation building
is located next to the transformer
enclosure. It comprises a detached
single storey pitched roof building of
rectangular plan finished in painted
render. The façades are expressed as a
series of multi-bay panels of differing
proportions. The large order composition
is articulated by deep render bands and

1
24th April 2004

pilasters capped with a strong entablature and pediment to the gable, all of
which echo a 'stripped classicism' temple
aesthetic. This ‘standardised’ substation
design was developed by Siemens and
used widely throughout Ireland.
The site is enclosed on two sides by
roads and occupies a total area of
0.18ha (0.46 acres).
Depot Building
A three-bay single storey building on
a rectangular plan with a gross floor area
of 168m2 located at the front entrance to
the site. The front of the main garage
building faces southeast and has access
directly onto Moneenageisha Road. The
three garages are accessed through
timber sliding doors. The building
comprises concrete blockwork construction with a steel structure supporting a
corrugated asbestos clad roof. The floor
is of cast in-situ concrete slab.
Store
The store building is a flat roofed
rectangular building with a gross floor
area of 56m2. The external treatment
consists of a roughcast finish to the
mass concrete walls, timber windows
and a brickwork finish to the corner bay
and a timber fascia.
Special Interest - Architectural
This is one of many Siemens designed
substations throughout Ireland. The
design is simple and classical in
composition. The stations are very
distinctive and resemble small temples
in appearance. Some have been
restored externally using distinctive
colours for their primary elements.
They have remained largely unchanged
externally since their original construction.
The first station was built at
Ardnacrusha c1929.

24th April 2004

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. Substation Gable Elevation to Road. 3. Side View of Substation and Compound. 4. View of Store Building.
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Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1222

ESB Ref: GCC-N-1222

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
23rd June 2003

Summary
The premises consists of an ESB retail
shop, an unused ESB area depot office,
stores and maintenance buildings
grouped around a service yard.
The property originally served as the
ESB District Offices & Depot for Galway,
which was superceded by the
construction of the Seán Mulvoy Road
complex in 1974. Since that time the
site has been sold and ESB lease the
current retail shop premises. The fourstorey warehouse building dates from the
late 19th Century with the remaining
buildings dating from c.1940/1950.

Newtownsmythe

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 23rd June 2003

parapets to the front with slated
pitched roofs behind. The general
appearance is modern, echoing the
international style. This is reinforced by
the metal windows and treatment of
the shop frontage and service yard
entrance gates in particular.
Internally there is an attractive modern
staircase finished in terrazzo with
balustrade consisting of steel horizontal
flats and a timber handrail. The
balustrading and terrazzo solid stringer,
finish in a feature circular turn at
the bottom.

2
23rd June 2003

Special Interest - Historical
There is an inscribed stone plaque
inserted into the wall beside the shop
entrance. The inscription consists of a
cross with serifs with the letters IHS at
the base and the date 1816. There
appears to be a signature B. O’J in the
lower right-hand side.
Originally there was a water turbine at
the rear of the premises that operated
directly off the man-made watercourse.
This turbine produced electricity for the
complex. No trace exists now of the
turbine equipment.

3
23rd June 2003

4

Galway City Council - GALWAY

Description & Materials
The building complex consists of an
assemblage of four-storey, two-storey
and single storey buildings, with an
enclosed service yard to one side and
entrance gates directly off the main
road. The shop occupies a portion of
the ground floor and consists of a large
open-plan showroom with staff accommodation to the side. The shop-front is
composed of stone facing and smooth
unpainted render with fine steel
lettering to the ESB main sign.
The wall finishes consist of white
smooth render, capped generally by

ESB RETAIL SHOP

23rd June 2003

1. Elevation to Street. 2. Shop Elevation. 3. Stair Detail. 4. Former Service Yard.
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Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1222

ESB Ref: GCC-N-1222

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local

Sean Mulvoy Road

District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔
✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 23rd June 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The development is a large modern
premises consisting of an ESB office
building, store building, maintenance
workshops, ancillary buildings, fuel
depot, carparking and stores areas
grouped around a service yard.

2
23rd June 2003

This property was built in 1974 as a
new district headquarters to replace
the functions of the ESB complex at
Newtownsmythe, which had outgrown
its use.

Galway City Council - GALWAY

Description & Materials
The building complex consists of a
two-storey main office building with
projecting entrance canopy linked
to the maintenance and ancillary service
buildings by a long brick spine wall. At
rooftop level there is partial third storey
consisting of a plant enclosure. Wall
finishes to the main office building and
workshop building consist of chocolate
brown brick with brown mortar to the
ground floor and exposed aggregate
precast panels to the first floor and

1
23rd June 2003

entrance canopy. Windows are aluminium
with bronze finish.
To the rear there is a separate large
stores building and a freestanding fuel
depot building
The Stores Building has enamelled
pressed steel panels to the upper areas
and canopy.
The fuel depot is a steel and glass
structure with overhanging flat roof
canopy supported by exposed steel
corner stanchions.
There is staff and visitor car parking to
the Seán Mulvoy Road frontage and a
large stores and service yard to the
rear. The site is well landscaped, the
main boundary treatment of chocolate
brown brick wall and palisade security
fencing. There is a stand of flagpoles
near the main entrance and a distinctive
set of 1970s style painted steel vehicular
and pedestrian gates separating the
public car park area from the staff areas
at the rear.

3
23rd June 2003

4
23rd June 2003

1. Elevation of Office Building to Sean Mulvey Road. 2. General View of Front Entrance. 3. Landscaped Court. 4. Garage.
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ESB OFFICES,
DEPOT AND
STORES
Sean Mulvoy Road
5
23rd June 2003

Special Interest - Architectural
The fuel depot is a very distinctive steel
and glass composition with flat roof
canopy in 1930s ‘Bauhaus’ style.
A curvilinear main staircase consists of
timber hardwood threads and continuous
aluminium balustrade with a large
Connemara marble wall backdrop with
inbuilt clock at first floor level.
There is a brass inlay commissioning
plaque behind the stairs at ground floor
level in Irish and English.

Date Of Survey: 23rd June 2003

The Architects were Bowman & Quaid.
The builder was M. McNamara & Co.
Ltd., Lisdoonvarna, Co. Clare.
Special Interest - Artistic
A freestanding steel industrial sculpture
by Edward Delaney is found inside
the main entrance gates. The structure
is painted cobalt blue and set in a
hard landscape base of large pebbles
set in concrete.
6
23rd June 2003

8

7

23rd June 2003

23rd June 2003

5. View of Service Yard and Stores Building. 6. Fuel Depot Building. 7. Sculpture by Edward Delaney.
8. Feature Staircase to Main Entrance Reception 9. Elevation of Rear of Office Building to Service Yard.

Galway City Council - GALWAY

9
23rd June 2003
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT

Jim McCarthy

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3296/07

ESB Ref: G-SS-3296/07

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

St. Michael’s Square, Ballinasloe

Jim McCarthy

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 31st August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The ESB shop and depot comprises
a single storey flat roofed building,
built in 1961. The property is located in
the centre of Ballinasloe town in
Co. Galway, facing onto the square.

2
31st Aug 2003

The property comprises a former ESB
shop and depot. The small depot yard
to the side of the building is enclosed
by a dash rendered finish concrete
blockwork wall, and is accessed
through painted metal gates. On-street
public parking is provided in front of
the building.
Description & Materials
The building is accessed directly from
the street. It comprises a showroom,
office, store and toilets.

1
31st Aug 2003

parapet wall. Floor to ceiling glazing
framed in brown painted aluminium is
applied to the front of the former
showroom. The front entrance is
recessed from the street line and
incorporates a projecting canopy over
the shopfront bay which provides
shelter to the entrance. A painted
smooth plaster render is applied to
the blockwork surrounding the entrance
to the shop. The remainder of the
building is faced with concrete masonry
cladding. Large timber folding doors
provide access to the store. The shop
entrance is highlit to both sides with
yellow mosaic tiles and the external wall
construction is in distinctive coloured
coursed concrete block rough finish.

The structure of the building is
composed of concrete block construction
supporting a flat roof concealed by a

County GALWAY

3
31st Aug 2003

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. Street Context - St. Michael’s Square. 3. Southeast View of Shopfront. 4. Northwest View of Shopfront.
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Surveyors Name:

Jim McCarthy

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 1822

ESB Ref: G-N-1822

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
31st Aug 2003

Summary
The ESB depot comprises of a steelframed pitched roof detached building,
rectangular in plan and built in 1961 in
the Poolboy Industrial Estate on the
outskirts of Ballinasloe. Remedial work
was carried out in 1993.
Description & Materials
The property is located in an area of
industrial and manufacturing facilities.
It is adjoined on one side by a fuel
supplier’s yard. The front of the
property is defined by a low concrete
block wall. The building sits at the
centre of the site surrounded by
parking areas and the rear of the
property is enclosed providing an
external storage yard.

Jim McCarthy

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB DEPOT
Poolboy Industrial Estate,
Ballinasloe

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

The building comprises offices, stores, a
workshop and garage. The building is
clad with green profiled metal sheeting
which are also applied to the roof.
There are some translucent profiled
panels on the roof providing natural
lighting to the interior. The front corner
of the building is clad with concrete
blockwork which has a nap plaster
finish. This front corner encloses the
office rooms. The windows are framed
with aluminium and have precast
concrete cills. Wire mesh panels are
applied in front of the windows for
security. A large sliding door provides
access to the store at the front of
the building.

Date Of Survey: 31st August 2003

2
31st Aug 2003

County GALWAY

3
31st Aug 2003

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. Side Elevation. 3. Front Elevation of Depot.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
Galway Road, Clifden

Ray Hestor

Photographer:

Ray Hestor

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2794/D

ESB Ref: G-N-2794/D

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 22nd August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A detached, single storey pitched roof
depot building with adjoining flat
roofed store located in the centre of a
square site on the Galway Road
approaching Clifden. The structures on
the property were constructed in 1973
and 1976. The architects were Bowman
& Quaid.

2
22nd Aug 2003

County GALWAY

3
22nd Aug 2003

Description & Materials
The site is located in an area of mixed
use including hotels, housing and
industrial buildings. The present use of
the entire property is as an ESB depot
and there is one single storey building
situated in the middle of the site facing
north onto the Galway Road.
The building comprises offices, canteen,
stores, toilets and drying room.
A telecommunications room situated
inside the building footprint is accessed
independently from the rear yard. The
gross floor area of the building is 164m2.
Structurally the building comprises
masonry
blockwork
construction
supporting a prefabricated pitched roof
covered with concrete roof tiles. The
floor consists of an in-situ concrete slab.
The elevational treatment comprises
white painted nap plaster finish to

4
22nd Aug 2003

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. View of Service Yard. 4. View of External Storage Area.
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1
22nd Aug 2003

blockwork walls. Window openings
have floor to ceiling hardwood window
frames. A smooth plaster render has
been applied to the plinth. Double
glazed aluminium lobbies area have
been applied to the two entrances to
the building. The rear of the building is
accessed via ramps and steps.
There are also located on the site an
unused diesel underground tank, diesel
pumps, an overground diesel storage
tank, a vehicle wash-down facility and a
concrete loading platform.
The site boundaries are defined by stone
walls to the front and concrete post
and chainlink fencing to the rear. The
north boundary of the site (road
frontage) is set back into the site by
approximately 2.2m. Customer car
parking is to the front of the site and the
rear yard is concealed from view by a
2.5m high concrete block wall. Access to
the rear yard is obtained through metal
security gates and the site is sloped
towards the rear. Ground surfaces in the
site vary from a grass verge surrounding
the car park at the front to a
tarmacaddam covered surrounded by a
gravelling and a rough grassed area.
The site area is 0.37ha (0.92 acres).

ESB Shop Loughrea, View of Entrance Hall and Corridor
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ESB DEPOT
“The Hill”, Caherwalter,
Loughrea

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3576/04

ESB Ref: G-N-3576/04

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 31st August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The ESB depot comprises a detached,
single storey pitched roofed building,
rectangular in plan, built in 1978
and located in a rural area of east
County Galway. The architects were
Bowman & Quaid.

2
31st Aug 2003

County GALWAY

3
31st Aug 2003

The site is located in a rural setting on
the outskirts of the town of Loughrea
on the Ballinasloe Road, to the rear of a
former garage site. The site to the front
has not yet been entirely cleared and
still contains a number of fuel storage
tanks and a concrete car-wash booth.
The property is enclosed by a post and
chain link fence and by galvanised steel
fencing. The entrance driveway has
precast concrete bollards and chains on
either side. There is a single detached
building situated to the side of the
entrance to the site. The present use of
the property is as a depot for linesmen.
Description & Materials
The rectangular building is located
towards the front of the site. The gross
floor area of the building is 129m2.
It comprises a canteen, reporting area,
drying room, toilet, store and office.
The store opens directly out onto
the yard.

1
31st Aug 2003

The structure of the property consists of
concrete blockwork construction on a
cast in-situ concrete floor supporting
a pitched roof covered with blue-black
fibre cement slates. The gable ends are
also clad with slates.
The elevational treatment comprises
aluminium framed windows with
hardwood doors surrounded by
painted sand and cement plaster
rendered blockwork upon a smooth
plastered plinth. The front entrance to
the building faces south.
The yard is used for pole, cable and
vehicular storage. A large telecommunications mast is located
directly behind the building. There
is a 10kV overhead line, underground
fuel tanks and a transformer pole.
The entrance gates consist of steel
frame clad with wire steel mesh and
there are two street lamps lighting the
entrance to the site. A coarse gravel
surface has been applied to driveway
and yard.
Special Features
The property is subject to both sporting
and fishing rights.
The site area is 0.86 ha (2.1 acres).

4
31st Aug 2003

1. Side Elevation. 2. Front Elevation. 3. View of Site from Boundary Wall. 4. View of Entrance to External Yard and Depot Building.
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Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3576/03

ESB Ref: G-SS-3576/03

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
31st Aug 2003

Summary
The property comprises a detached single
storey shop, area office, store and a car park
on a corner site off the main street
in Loughrea. This attractive property
occupies a long site with significant
frontage onto Piggott’s Street opposite St.
Brendan’s Cathedral. The rear of the site is
convex in shape, following the line of the
adjacent stream. The site was purchased
in 1972 and the shop built in 1994.
The architect was Anthony M. O’Neill.

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Piggott’s St, Loughrea

✔

✔

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

mono-pitched roof forms connected by
lower level flat roofed elements.
Generally the buildings structure consists
of concrete blockwork walls supporting
steel mono-pitched trusses. The roof is
clad with concrete tiles. Glazed roof
panels are incorporated over the
canteen and drying room.
There is a roughcast concrete finish to
blockwork walls with oak framed
windows to openings. The building sits
on a smooth black painted plaster plinth.
The elevation to the street is composed
of three bays, with a limestone clad
façade to the bay containing the toilets
and canteen. The showroom is entered
from the south under a covered
walkway and employs a mono-pitched
roof form incorporating a full height
glazed corner element set in black
stained oak timber frames. The roof
plane features a distinctive overhang,
supported on a steel column and truss
system, the internal volume of the
building expanding to double height as
the mono-pitch rises towards the north.
A storeroom at the rear occupies the
largest volume and it is accessed from
the yard via double doors.
The site has a total area of 0.2ha
(0.08 acres).

Date Of Survey: 31st August 2003

2
31st Aug 2003

3
31st Aug 2003

Special Interest - Historical
On this site there was originally an old
stone school building called St.
Brendan’s founded in 1905, and part of
the stone was used in the main façade of
this building. Across the street there is a
millenium time capsule buried under
the pavement, installed in the year 2000
by the Bowes Academic Fellowship and
Fraternity of Literary Esoterics.
Special Features - Architectural
The design of the building is very
distinctive in terms of its details, roof
line and materials.

4

County GALWAY

Description & Materials
The retail shop closed during August
2003. The present use of the entire
property is as a depot, appliance sales
and customer bill-pay facility.
The site boundary is enclosed by a
natural stone wall. The building entrance
is set back from the edge of the boundary
revealing a landscaped and paved area.
Customer parking is provided adjacent to
the entrance to the showroom.
The overall building design is an
assemblage of different shapes and
elements of detailing and materials that
all form an elegant modern architectural
composition.
The building comprises a showroom,
store, office, canteen and toilets, and
has a gross floor area of 335m2.
The form of the building is broken into
three blocks featuring pitched and

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& OFFICES

31st Aug 2003

1. View of Approach from Street. 2. Feature Ceiling to Showroom. 3. Side Entrance. 4. View of Entrance Hall and Corridor.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
Screebe, Connemara

Ray Hestor

Photographer:

Ray Hestor

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 1022

ESB Ref: G-N-1022

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
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District

Artistic (AR)
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Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 22nd March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A detached modern single storey flat
roofed three-bay depot building on a
small rectangular plan and separate flat
roofed garage used as a networks and
reporting centre situated in Screebe,
Connemara, Co. Galway.

2
22nd March 2003

County - GALWAY

3
22nd March 2003

The property is situated in a rural
setting opposite a petrol station with
the rear of the site overlooking a lake.
The site is enclosed by both traditional
limestone dry stone walling and
concrete post and chain link fencing.
A transformer yard to the rear of the
site is further enclosed by galvanised
steel fencing.
Description & Materials
Structurally the depot building comprises blockwork construction supporting cast in-situ reinforced concrete
beams and a reinforced concrete flat
roof. Externally the block work is
rendered with a pebbledash finish to
three sides and a smooth plaster finish
to the main entrance side. Doors are of
hardwood, and windows and doors
area framed in aluminium. Clerestory
lighting applied to each of the bays
coupled with lower window opes

1
22nd March 2003

provide for a bright well-lit space.
Internally the blockwork is fair-faced
and painted white.
The garage building is a flat roofed
and has a limestone masonry outer
leaf, hardwood garage doors and
timber framed doors. A radio mast is
attached to the depot building.
In addition there is a further small single
storey flat roofed building servicing
the transformer yard.
The surface of the yard is covered with
loose gravel surrounded by grass
verges. Much of the rear of the site is
planted with trees and shrubs. Overhead
wires cross the site on timber poles.
The transformer yard enclosed by
galvanised steel poles and chain
link fencing.

4
22nd March 2003

1. View of Depot Building. 2. View of Compound. 3. View of Boundary Treatment. 4. External Yard and Stores Building.
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ESB Retail Shop, Street View and Front Elevation, Circular Road, Tuam.
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ESB DEPOT
Ballygaddy Road, Tuam

Surveyors Name:

Andrew Stewart

Photographer:

Andrew Stewart

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 2813/4+10

ESB Ref: G-N- 2813/4+10

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)
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Artistic (AR)
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Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 6th August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The depot comprises a detached,
singlestorey, flat roofed building,
rectangular in plan, situated on a depot
site off the Ballygaddy Road behind
two residential properties. The property
was acquired by ESB in 1969. The
property was constructed in 1979.

2
6th Aug 2003

County GALWAY

3
6th Aug 2003

The property is located in a residential
area backing onto fields. The site is
accessed off the Ballygaddy Road
through metal security gates. The
building faces northeast onto a car park
and sits in front of a rough grassed area.
The rear of the site is surfaced with
gravel and surrounded by a rough
grassed margin. The curtilage of the site
includes an outdoor substation, a
telecommunications pole, underground
HT cable, underground diesel and
petrol tanks and pumps. The site is
enclosed by a post and wire fence and
brick wall.

1
6th Aug 2003

The height from the floor slab to the
structural ceiling is 3.0m. The floor consists of a cast in-situ concrete slab.
Structurally the building is of cavity wall
construction with brick wall panel outer
leaf supporting precast concrete multibeams. The concrete ring-beam
incorporates a gutter box so that the
concrete fascia forms a thick band
around the top of the brickwork.
The windows are framed in brown
aluminium with a solid infill panel at
lower level. Doors are of hardwood and
there is a metal roller shutter door
to the store. The store is roof lit. A
suspended ceiling is applied throughout except in the store.
The total area of the site is 0.79ha
(1.95 acres).

Description & Materials
The building comprises offices,
canteen, toilets, an operations room
and a store located off a central corridor
on a rectangular plan. The gross floor
area of the building is 295m2.

4
6th Aug 2003

1. View of Depot Building and External Yard. 2. View of Entrance Gates. 3. View of Depot Building. 4. Detail of Depot Building Elevation.
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Surveyors Name:

Andrew Stewart

Photographer:

Andrew Stewart

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 2813/10

ESB Ref: G-SS-2813/10

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
6th Aug 2003

Summary
The property is located on a site
at Circular Road in the centre of Tuam,
Co. Galway.
The site is enclosed by concrete block
and stone walls approximately 2.5m
high. The yard to the rear of the site
accommodates staff car parking and a
15m high communications mast, and is
accessed through security gates at the
side of the building.
The property was built in 1956.
Description & Materials
The building forms an attractive architectural composition. It is in a traditional
form with proportions, scale and
fenestration following the typical Irish
provincial town vernacular. The detached
two-storey four-bay building with a fourstorey and single storey return, L-shaped
in plan, is located at the end of a side
street next to the post office.

Circular Road, Tuam

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 6th August 2003

design with mouldings and fluted
vertical panels. Replacement single
glazed aluminium windows and doors
appear throughout. A steel-framed
glazed roof loggia is incorporated in the
rear single storey return. The accommodation consists of the shop area and
support facilities with ancillary offices
and stores.
Structurally the building consists of a
cast in-situ concrete floor slab, solid
masonry construction supporting a
timber first floor and pitched timber
trusses to the roof. Access to the first
floor is by means of an external stairs
and additional storage areas are
provided at this level.

2
6th Aug 2003

The present use of the property is as an
ESB payments office and appliance
showroom, and it has a gross floor area
of 219m2.
The total area is 0.05ha (0.12 acres).

3
6th Aug 2003

4

County GALWAY

Pitched roofs are applied throughout
finished in fibre cement black slates.
External walls are finished in painted
smooth render. The shopfront at pavement level fronts directly to the public
footpath and consists of a contemporary timber structure to a traditional

ESB RETAIL SHOP

6th Aug 2003

1. Street View and Front Elevation. 2. Shopfront. 3. Context. 4. Rear View.
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Surveyors Name:

POWER STATION
Caherciveen

Judith Doherty

Photographer:

Judith Doherty

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 0406+0408

ESB Ref: KY-PG-0406+0408

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)
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Date Of Survey: 19th August 2004

✔
✔

Technical (T)

Summary
Caherciveen was a sod turf fuelled
power station with a capacity of 5.3MW.
The station was situated in the townland
of Deelis on the southwest coast of Co.
Kerry on the outskirts of the town of
Caherciveen and on the edge of Dingle
Bay. The turf power station was
completed in 1957 and the date of
closure of this station was July 2003.
Description & Materials
2
19th Aug 2004

3
19th Aug 2004

Background
The government proposed an extensive
programme of bog development after
the Second World War to ensure that
some fuels were available in the event
of an emergency and due to the cost of
foreign fuels. Four small turf stations
were constructed during that period.

County KERRY

Supply of Turf
The turf for the station was produced by
250 local suppliers who cut, harvested
and delivered the sod turf to the station.
The station was designed to burn
30,000 tonnes of hand won turf
annually. The total bog area was 6,500
acres within a 15 mile radius of the
station. A supplementary fuel for the
station was coal or wood chips.

Power Station
The Power Station was a steel clad
building with external steel conveyor
for the intake of turf. The main plant
consisted of a chain grate stoker boiler
and a turbo-alternator.
The walls consisted of quarried stone
plinth, patent glazed window system
with slim sections which contained
obscure glass and vertically profiled
metal cladding sheets. The cladding
sheets were fixed to the steel frame
by cladding rails. The structure varied
in height with four varying heights
throughout the overall structure. Each
area was flat roofed and clad with builtup metal sheet roofing.
Generating Hall
The generating hall had a flat roof and
consisted of patent metal deck roofing
sheets with patent glazed lanterns and
ventilators fixed to the steel girder main
frame. The windows were in the form of
ribbon glazing. The larger doors to the
engine room consisted of large steel
‘Bolton’ type doors.
Office Building
There was a single storey office building
and a garage to the rear of the site with
quarried stone walls and a flat roof
which consisted of two coats of asphalt
on a lightweight concrete slab structure.
The windows consisted of patent glazed
units and precast concrete cills.
Boiler
The chain grate boiler was a vertical
tube drum boiler and manufactured
by Walther and CIE (Germany). The
bunker capacity was 80 tonnes and
there was a grate capacity of 16m2.
The boiler burned seven tonnes of turf
per hour which produce steam which in
turn drove the turbo alternator and its
output of up to 5.3MW was fed into the
National Grid. There were Walther and
CIE metal nameplates evident in the
boiler/bunker areas.

1. Distant View of Power Station in Landscape. 2. Detail of Generator. 3. Detail of Equipment.
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1
19th Aug 2004

POWER STATION
Caherciveen

4
19th Aug 2004

Turbine and Generator
The turbine was a single shaft single
cylinder type. The turbine and generator
were manufactured by Brown Boveri
(Switzerland). The power output of the
generator was 5.3MW and the voltage
was 10,500 volts. There were Brown
Boveri metal nameplates evident in the
turbine room together with generator
control panels.
The Exhaust Stack
The steel chimney was 25.9m high. It
was located to one side of the generating hall with an external vertical steel
access ladder. It was a prominent
feature in the landscape and was silver
metallic in colour, in contrast to the
pale green of the generating building.

under 8,000. To this day mariners on
the Atlantic depend on reports from
the town´s coastguard station, which
was established in 1851. In July 1866
the transatlantic cable arrived here,
linking Europe and America.
On the approach to the town from
Glenbeigh there is a bronze statue of
Daniel O'Connell which looks on the
ruin of the house where he was born.
The O´Connell Memorial Church
(1888) on the main street is one of the
few Catholic churches in the world
dedicated to a layman.

Date Of Survey: 19th August 2004

5
19th Aug 2004

The Cooling Tower
This was constructed using a steel
framed structure with profiled metal
sheeting and lined internally with
timber. It was square in plan and
consisted of steel crossbracing to each
side. It was a deeper green in colour
than the generating building and was a
similar height to the main part of the
generating hall.

Special Interest - Social
The power station had an significant
effect on the immediate community
creating employment for the local
workforce.
Special Interest - Historical
The town of Cahersiveen has witnessed
many key events in Irish history. Daniel
O´Connell was born here in 1755. He
won Catholic Emancipation in 1832.
During the Great Famine of the 1840s
the population dropped from 30,888 to

6

7

19th Aug 2004

19th Aug 2004

County KERRY

The Peat Hopper
The hopper transferred the peat from
the deliveries at low level to an entry at
high level via a ramp and tower into the
boiler house and the bunker.

4. View of Main Generating Building and Cooling Tower. 5. Detail of Peat Hopper. 6. View of Drive for Stoker Grate. 7. Detail of Cooling Tower.
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Date Of Survey: 9th August 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
A two-storey pitched roofed terraced shop
building with rear flat roofed two storey
store building and yard built in 1979 on
Main Street, Cahirciveen. The property was
acquired in 1961 and renovation work
was carried out in the late 1970s and the
property is now closed.

2

The front façade of the building faces
southeast onto Main Street, Cahirciveen
and the level of the site drops towards
the rear. The yard to the rear is enclosed
by a metal security gate.

9th Aug 2004

Description & Materials
The gross floor area of the building is
358m2. The property comprises of a twostorey terraced shop building comprising a showroom to the front, workshop, kitchen, store rooms, toilets and
an enclosed yard to the rear. The rear
section is used as a stores, crew facilities
and depot. The first floor level area is
used for storage.

3
9th Aug 2004

County KERRY

The front elevation comprises timber
framed shop windows with stonework
either side. There is a deep band of
painted render behind the shop sign.
There is a wall mounted arial attached
to the rear elevation of the building.

4
9th Aug 2004

1. Street View. 2. Front Elevation. 3. Shop Front. 4. Rear View.
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1
9th Aug 2004

Roughcast render is applied to the
rear elevation.
Structurally the retail building comprises
solid external masonry walls supporting
timber floors and timber cut trusses.
This building comprises a series of two
pitched roofs with slate covering. The
rear two-storey store building comprises
cast in-situ concrete floors resting on
steel U-beams which rest on concrete
blockwork piers and a felted flat roof.
The total area of the site is 0.029ha
(0.07acres)
Special Interest - Historical
The town of Caherciveen has witnessed
many key events in Irish history. Daniel
O´Connell was born here in 1755.
He won Catholic Emancipation in 1832.
During the Great Famine of the 1840s
the population dropped from 30,888
to under 8,000. To this day mariners
on the Atlantic depend on reports from
the town´s coastguard station, established in 1851. In July 1866 the transatlantic cable arrived here, linking Europe
and America.

Surveyors Name:

Andrew Stewart

Photographer:

Andrew Stewart/Jim Mc Carthy

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 0410+5862C, ESB Ref: KY-N-0410+
5861D
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

1
8th Sep 2003

Summary
A single storey flat roofed building
constructed by ESB in 1973 located on
the outskirts of Dingle village within a
landscaped compound. The present use
of the entire property is as a depot.
Description & Materials
The building comprises of an office, a
workshop area, stores, toilets, a drying
room and a communications room, and
has a gross floor area of 140m2. The
building sits in the middle of the site set
back from the road.
Structurally the building is composed of
cavity wall construction with blockwork
inner leaf and grey silica outer leaf on
strip foundations with a cast in-situ
concrete floor slab. The roof comprises
timber joists covered with woodwool
slabs covered with felt. There is a
skimmed plasterboard ceiling.
The elevations consist of stretcher bond
silica bricks with stained horizontally laid

5862C,5861D

ESB DEPOT

Categories
of Special Interest:
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✔ Archaeological (AG)
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International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 8th September 2003

timber shiplap cladding to the parapet.
Windows are of hardwood with painted
timber tongue-and-groove cladding under
some openings. These have been replaced in places with PVC panels.
Rectangular in plan, the site slopes up
from the road towards the rear of the
site. The site faces south towards Dingle
Bay and the front boundary is defined
by a 1.25m high plaster rendered blockwork wall. The site is accessed through
a metal swinging gate.
There is a landscaped area fronting
onto the road with planted areas and
trees. There is an overhead line to the
rear of the site serving one house and a
timber communications pole. The site is
enclosed to the rear by a concrete post
and chain link fence and there is also
hedging to the rear of the site behind a
rough grassed area.

2
8th Sep 2003

The site area is 0.2ha (0.5 acres).

3
8th Sep 2003

County KERRY

4
8th Sep 2003

1. View of Depot from Road. 2. Entrance Elevation of Depot Building. 7. Detail of Brickwork to Façade . 4. View of Rear of Building and Depot.
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Date Of Survey: 3rd September 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a detached single storey
flat roofed depot building built in 1977
on a rectangular plan at the front of
a narrow site in Kenmare town. ESB
purchased the site in 1974.
Description & Materials
The southwest facing building has a
gross floor area of 161m2. It comprises
stores, a workshop, a kitchen, a drying
room, offices and toilets.
2
3rd Sep 2003

Structurally it is composed of cavity wall
construction on strip foundations.
Brown brick similar to that enclosing
the forecourt is applied to the plinth of
the building. The remainder of the
walling consists of inner and outer leaf
blockwork with a nap plaster external
render. The roof comprises timber joists

3
3rd Sep 2003

County KERRY

4
3rd Sep 2003
1. View of Depot from Road. 2. View of Front Elevation. 3. Detail of Entrance Door. 3. Side Elevation.
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1
3rd Sep 2003

supporting wood-wool slabs and torch
on felt, and the fascia is faced with
blue/black fibre cement slates. The floor
is constructed of cast in-situ concrete.
Windows are framed in aluminium
framed and doors are of hardwood.
The site is enclosed by brown curved
1.5m high brickwork with landscaping
to the front forecourt and concrete post
and chainlink fencing to the rear with
tree-lined margins. Parking is provided
to the front of the site. The rear yard is
accessed through blue painted metal
security gates. A timber communications
mast is located behind the building.
The adjoining property to the east
consists of a two storey traditional style
pitched roof house.

Surveyors Name:

Andrew Stewart

Photographer:

Andrew Stewart

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 0808

ESB Ref: KY-N-0808

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
10th Sep 2003

Summary
A single storey detached flat roofed
building comprising an area office and
former showroom, built in 1969, with a
rear depot yard and storage area
located on Rock Road on a sloping site.
The earliest purchase date of the property
is 1968. The showroom was refurbished
in 1990/91.

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Rock Road, Killarney

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 10th September 2003

and the roof is felted. tongue-andgroove timber boarding is applied to
the ceiling of the showroom.
The slope inclines towards the rear of
the site. There is one single storey
building that faces southwest onto Rock
Road located on the site. A concrete
paved area to the rear yard is accessed
through steel security gates and it
contains a raised concrete loading
platform, storage area, a garage, a store
and three portacabins.
Pedestrian access is provided to the
front of the shop from Rock Road via
steps and stainless steel railings. There is
a landscaped area at the front of the
site. The front boundary is defined by a
low brick and block wall and the rear
yard is enclosed by a stepped block wall
approximately 3m high. Also in the yard
there is a substation, underground cables,
diesel pump and underground tank.

2
10th Sep 2003

The total area of the site is 0.17ha
(0.44acres)

3
10th Sep 2003

4
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Description & Materials
The building comprises a retail shop,
bill pay office, offices, stores, yard and
crew facilities and has a gross floor
area of 434m2. The windows to the
retail area are large feature hardwood
windows. The cills are precast concrete.
There are large feature tongue-andgroove hardwood doors with stainless
steel handles and square inset windows.
Some of the side windows have a
feature central insert of hardwood
tongue-and-groove diagonal boarding
panels. Structurally, the building is
constructed of a concrete frame, with
load-bearing block work with outer leaf
grey silica brickwork. The concrete edge
beam supporting the concrete roof slab
surrounds the edge emphasising the
horizontality of the building. The floor
comprises a cast in-situ concrete slab

AREA OFFICE
& SHOP

10th Sep 2003

1. View of Area Office and Shop from Road. 2. Detail of Entrance Approach and Planting. 3. View of Entrance Court. 4. Rear View of Depot and Carpark.
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Date Of Survey: 9th September 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a detached single storey
pitched roof depot building and store
built on an L-shaped plan, and is
located on Dowd’s Road off Upper
Church Street.
The property is located next to residential housing and the northern
boundary is defined by the railway line.

2
9th Sep 2003

The site was purchased in 1980 and the
original part of the building was constructed by ESB in 1986. However the
building in its present form was constructed in 1992.
The architects were ESB International.
Description & Materials
The gross floor area of the building
is 405m2. The building comprises
offices, toilets, locker rooms, kitchen
and store/workshop located off a
central corridor.

3
9th Sep 2003

County KERRY

Structurally the store block comprises a
four-bay steel portal frame supporting
steel purlins enclosed by concrete
block outer and inner leaf. The main
block comprises cavity wall construction
supporting
prefabricated
timber
trusses. The roof construction consists
of black fibre cement slates on battens

4
9th Sep 2003

1. Side Elevation. 2. Front Elevation. 3. Entrance Detail. 4. Window Detail.
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1
9th Sep 2003

and sarking felt. The floors consist of
cast in-situ concrete slabs.
The front of the building faces onto the
depot yard facing northeast. The store
is accessed from this yard through a
metal up-and-over industrial door.
Externally the blockwork is finished with
a roughcast dash render and nap plaster
bands are applied around the openings
and along the elevational plinth. White
double glazed PVC windows are
applied throughout.
Car parking is provided directly in front
of the building.
The site is enclosed by galvanised steel
palisade fencing.
The site area is 0.68ha (1.69 acres).

Surveyors Name:
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Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 1014

ESB Ref: KY-NG-1014

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
17th Feb 2004

Summary
This is a 220kV substation built within
the site of the electricity Power Station
at Tarbert, the country’s largest oil-fired
station.
It is located on the 65 acre Tarbert
Island, at the south shore of the
broad Shannon Estuary, the northeast
extremity of Co. Kerry and about 50km
west of Limerick City.
The decision to build an oil-fired Power
Station at Tarbert was taken in 1963
and the substation was completed
upon the opening of the station.

Judith Doherty

Photographer:

SUBSTATION
Tarbert Island
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International
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Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 17th February 2004

and rear elevations reveal the undulating
smooth concrete roof finish. There are
roller shutter doors to the side elevations
for goods access and vertical strip
windows along the front and rear
elevation.
Transmission
The electricity generated from the
station is supplied to the transformers via
the electrical compound beside the
station. From Tarbert electricity is transmitted at 110kV to Aughinish, Tralee,
Trien and Rathkeale, and at 220kV to
Killonan, Knockraha and Prospect.

2
17th Feb 2004

Description & Materials
The building consists of pale grey
vertical wall cladding with a parapet to
two of the side elevations. The front

3
17th Feb 2004

County KERRY

4
17th Feb 2004

1. Front Elevation . 2. Façade Detail. 3. Side Elevation. 4. Side Elevation.
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Date Of Survey: 17th February 2004

✔
✔

Technical (T)

Summary
This Power Station at Tarbert, Co.Kerry
is a 632MW oil-fired power plant and is
the country’s largest oil-fired station.
It is located on the 65 acre Tarbert Island, at
the south shore of the broad Shannon
Estuary, the northeast extremity of Co. Kerry
and about 50km west of Limerick City.

2
17th Feb 2004

The project commenced in 1963 taking
three years to complete and the first
generating unit was commissioned in
1969 and the second unit in 1970, with
the additional two units commissioned
in 1976 and 1977.
Description and Materials
The natural advantages of the deep
Shannon Estuary allows large ships to
supply the fuel oil to the plant. Tarbert
was the first major development on the
estuary to benefit from this and was
later followed by the Aughinish Alumina
Plant upriver and then the Moneypoint
Power Station.

3
17th Feb 2004

County KERRY

The Development of the Tarbert
Power Station.
In the 1960s ESB purchased the 65 acre
Tarbert Island as a site for an oil-fired
power station. The choice of location
was based on the availability of deep

4
17th Feb 2004

1. Front Elevation to Power Power Station. 2. View of Jetty. 3. Oil Storage Units. 4. Administration Building.
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water facilities for off-loading fuel oil
tankers, good foundation and an
abundant supply of cooling water.
Oil tankers of over 80,000 tonnes have
unloaded at ESB Jetty which was constructed at the northwest of the island.
Generating Hall
Tarbert Power Station was developed in
two phases. In September 1969, the
first of two 60MW generating units was
commissioned followed one year later
by the second unit (Units 1 and 2). The
boilers at that time each generated 230
tonnes of steam and consumed 15
tonnes of fuel oil per hour. The second
phase consisted of two 256MW generating units (Units 3 and 4) commenced in 1974, and these became
operational in 1976 and 1977. These
boilers were able to generate 780
tonnes of steam and consumed 56
tonnes of fuel oil per hour.
The main building is a large flat roofed
metal clad industrial building with large
areas of strip glazing. It is steel framed
and clad with pale grey metal panels and
horizontal strip glazing, all on a rendered

POWER STATION
Tarbert Island

5
17th Feb 2004

masonry base. It has a flat metal deck
roof and consists of a large open-plan
volume within which houses the main
turbine hall. This generating hall has an
annexe to the front onto the car park
known as the administration building.
The main cranes within the generating
hall are by Krupp-Ardelt.
Administration Building
This building is an annexe to the front
of the generating hall, it is four storeys
in height and consists of a concrete
framed structure glazed at ground level.
The top two floors of the office accommodation are in the form of a grid with
vertical strip windows separated by a
pattern of vertical concrete fins. This is
located by large concrete columns at
intervals above the glazed ground and
first floor levels. The stairwell within the
administration block is glazed the entire
width and height of the staircore. The
structure has a concrete flat roof and
sits below the flat roofs of the
generating building.

ceiling tiles permitting the light to flood
the workspaces. Also all internal wall
areas are made up of timber panelling.
Oil Storage Tanks
A storage capacity of over 250,000
tonnes of fuel provides security against
temporary disruptions together with
as contributing to the national strategic
oil reserves.
Chimneys
The chimney heights at the station are
121m (398ft) for Units 1 & 2 and 151m
(497ft) for Units 3 & 4.

6
17th Feb 2004

Water Reservoir
A two million gallon fresh water
reservoir is used as a storage capacity
for the station. The water is supplied by
Kerry County Council and is used
to replace water or steam lost in the
boiler water system. The water is
chemically treated for boiler use.

7
17th Feb 2004

8

County KERRY

Control Room
The control room at the upper level of
the generating hall is a modern finished
internal space and consists of suspended

Date Of Survey: 17th February 2004

17th Feb 2004

5. View of Complex looking North towards Co. Clare. 6. Turbine Unit No. 4. 7. Turbine Units No. 1 & 2. 8. External View of Generating Hall.
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POWER STATION
Tarbert Island
(continued)

Date Of Survey: 17th February 2004

9
17th Feb 2004

The fresh water storage is held in a 2.5
million gallon reservoir. The fresh water
consumption is currently 100 million
gallons per year.
Water Treatment Plant
The water treatment plant produces
absolutely pure water for use in
boilers by means of an ion exchange
resin process.

10
17th Feb 2004

Site
The site area around Tarbert covers 26
hectares. There is an island oil farm and
a mainland oil farm.
Recent Developments
Units 1 and 2 were decommissioned in
1981 as part of an ESB programme
designed to reduce its reliance on fuel
oil. However the continued demand
for supply meant that the plant was
refurbished and re-commissioned in
1996.

11
17th Feb 2004

County KERRY

Generation & Dispatch
Tarbert Power Station converts the heat
energy of fuel oil into electrical energy by
burning fuel oil under controlled conditions
in the boilers which produce stream at
high pressure and temperature. Flue
gases leaving the boiler combustion

chamber are cooled by the use of heat
exchangers from 1200oC down to
150oC and are then blown out to
atmosphere through the chimney
stacks. The steam enters the turbines
where its thermal energy is converted
to mechanical energy by rotating the
turbine blades at 3000 revolutions per
minute (rpm).
The turbines drive the generators which
produce electricity at 10 to 20kV. In
order to transmit power efficiently over
long distances, the voltage is increased
in transformers up to 110kV to 220kV.
The electricity generated is supplied to
the transformers via the electrical
compound beside the station.
Transmission
When the Power Station at Tarbert
commenced in 1963, major transmission
lines were constructed linking the
station to the National Grid. As the
Power Station was commissioned, and
with the expansion of the generating
capacity, the electrical transmission
system was enlarged to four 100kV lines
and three 220kV lines.

12
17th Feb 2004

9. Interior of Control Room. 10. Unit Control Panel. 11. Aerator. 12. Water Reservoir.
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POWER STATION
Tarbert Island
(continued)

13
17th Feb 2004

From Tarbert electricity is transmitted at
110kV to Aughinish, Tralee, Trien and
Rathkeale, and at 220kV to Killonan,
Knockraha and Prospect.
Environmental
The Tarbert environmental programme
includes low NOx oil burners and the
continuing monitoring and control of
emissions and of air quality in the
surrounding areas.
Special Interest - Historical
Tarbert played a major role in the
economic and social life of the surrounding area for hundreds of years. In
the 1800s a garrison of 1,000 British
military personnel manned a battery on
the island as a defence against a
possible French invasion.

Date Of Survey: 17th February 2004

At that time this part of Tarbert was an
important trading location for imports
such as agricultural fertilisers and
foodstuffs and exports of agricultural
produce. Trade declined in the first half
of this century and the last slag boat
unloaded at Tarbert Pier in 1970.
The island was also the last port of call
for the famous emigrant sailing ships
departing for the New World.
Special Interest - Social
Tarbert has been a major contributor to
local employment and during construction
employed up to 1,000 people at peak
periods.

14
17th Feb 2004

15
17th Feb 2004

County KERRY

16
17th Feb 2004

13. View of Tarbert. 14. Schematic Diagram of Generating Process. 15. Krupp-Ardelt Crane. 16. External View of Generating Hall.
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Date Of Survey: 9th September 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A three-storey terraced flat roofed office
building and former ESB shop consisting
of a six-bay reinforced concrete framed
structure built in 1972, and located in
the centre of Tralee adjoining other more
traditional style three-storey properties.
The property is located on a site
running between McGowan’s Lane and
Edward’s Street The earliest purchase
date of the property is June 1965.
2
9th Sep 2003

3
9th Sep 2003

Description & Materials
The property comprises showroom,
offices, stores, toilets, a canteen, and a
lift with a rear yard for parking and
deliveries. Formerly a retail shop, the
building also had administration offices
to the first and second floors. The
building to the front comprises a threestorey, six-bay concrete framed structure
with single storey additions to the rear.
Two sets of stairs connect the three
levels. The plant room is located on the
roof at the top of one of the stairwells.

County KERRY

The front elevation onto Edward’s Street
has a strong horizontal emphasis with
bands of alternating glazing and mosaic
panels running horizontally across the
front of the building. The external
treatment of the building comprises
precast concrete panels with the mosaic
tile finish and hardwood framed
windows with sliding aluminium sashes.
Dark silica brickwork expresses the

1
9th Sep 2003

location of the lift shaft. Similar
brickwork is applied to the face of the
party walls on the front elevation. There
is a mosaic finish to the top band of the
elevation. The ground floor of the
showroom has aluminium framed plate
glass windows. A suspended ceiling is
applied throughout.
The gross floor area of the building is
1396m2. The rear yard at the back of the
building can be accessed from
McGowan’s Lane through metal gates.
In addition there is pedestrian access to
the rear yard from an alleyway off Upper
Castle Street. There is a substation
adjoining the rear of the building which
can be accessed from the yard. A
loading platform is located to the rear
of the store. High tension cables run
under the yard to the substation.
Structurally the building comprises six
bays of a reinforced concrete frame
with concrete floors. The ground floor
façade is slightly recessed with a
significant overhang at the entrance
area such that the first and second
floors are cantilevered at this point. The
concrete flat roof is covered with felt
and painted with a solar reflective paint.
The store and workshop roof to the rear
is supported on steel sections and
incorporates roof lighting.
The site area is 0.116ha (0.29acres).

4
9th Sep 2003

1. View North along Edward’s Street. 2. View towards Castle Street 3. Shopfront Elevation. 4. Interior View of Shop Floor.
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Surveyors Name:

Andrew Stewart

Photographer:

Andrew Stewart

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 5588/12

ESB Ref: KY-SS-5588/12

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local

1
30th Aug 2003

Summary
A large retail unit, single storey with
mezzanine levels to the front built on
a terrace of recently constructed units
located in a retail park on the edge
of Tralee.
Description & Materials
The building comprises a large retail and
display space, a bill pay office, staff
facilities and storage. The rear of the
building provides for deliveries and there
is a fire exit to the rear yard.
There are four adjoining shops on the
block facing onto a large parking area in
this retail complex. It forms part of a terrace
of retail units, with the neighbouring
property currently unoccupied. The block
is composed of nine bays of alternating
entrance bays and window bays. The

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB SHOP
Unit 8A, Manor West Retail Park,
Tralee

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 30th August 2003

entrance bays to each of the units
protrude. Cobble-locking is applied to the
footpaths and there are five flower beds
between the foot path and the car park.
The building is clad with grey kingspan
metal cladding with reconstituted stone
panelling to the lower level providing
for a hard wearing surface. Windows
are double glazed and framed in
aluminium. Metal canopies are hung
over the window bays and glazing
panels to the entrances. The building is
composed of a steel portal frame. The
roof of the building is raised over the
entrance bays. Suspended ceilings are
applied throughout internally.

2
30th Aug 2003

3
30th Aug 2003

County KERRY

4
30th Aug 2003

1. View of Retail Park from Car Park . 2. Elevation of Retail Block. 3. Entrance Detail. 4. Canopy Detail.
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MAIN CENTRES
Main Centre, The Basin,
Tralee

Surveyors Name:

Andrew Stewart

Photographer:

Andrew Stewart

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 0810

ESB Ref: KY-N-0810

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 9th September 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
There are three buildings on site
comprising an administration building,
a garage and a large store building.

2
9th Sep 2003

The main administration building is a
detached, flat roofed, two-storey building with single storey end wings built in
1978 situated on a large site with a
garage and a steel portal framed store
building located at the edge of a
residential area in Tralee. The present
use of the property is as an ESB depot.
Description & Materials
Administration Building
The administration building comprises
offices, stores, workshops, toilets and
locker rooms and has a gross floor area
of 1236m2. It comprises a two-storey flat
roof block with single storey blocks at
either end. The building is of cavity wall
construction with a yellow brickwork
outer leaf and cast in-situ concrete
floors. There is a deep fascia to the top
of the building which is painted and has
a smooth plaster render.

3
9th Sep 2003

County KERRY

The windows are framed in aluminium
and there are roof lights over the
workshop. The central block of the
building has two storeys with offices on

1
9th Sep 2003

the first floor, and there is a plant room
on the roof over the stairwell. The front
corner of the building overlooks the
entrance to the site. The windows on
this elevation are protected by steel
security mesh covers.
The main entrance and reception area
were refurbished in 1991. There is a
feature free-standing timber pergola
with hard landscape grid design.
There are large timber feature windows
and entrance door screen. The reception
area is bright, modern and open plan.
The architects for the refurbishment
were ESBI, Building Consultany Group.
Garage Building
The garage building comprises a single
storey pitched roof building and has a
gross floor area of 371m2. It consists of
four bays of structure and contains
workshop spaces, stores, an office
and toilets. Four sets of metal doors on
sliding rails access the garage.
Corrugated sheets cover the roof and
are supported on steel roof trusses
resting on steel stanchions surrounded
by concrete blockwork. Externally a
rough cast render is applied to the
blockwork.

4
9th Sep 2003
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1. Detail of Administration Building Entrance and Pergola. 2. End Elevation of Administration Building. 3. View of Main Centre from Car Park.
4. Main Elevation of Administration Building.

MAIN CENTRES
Main Centre, The Basin
Tralee

5
9th Sep 2003

Store Building
The large store building is located to
the rear of the site next to an external
storage compound and has a gross
floor area of 1291m2. This building is a
detached single storey steel portal
framed building comprising eleven bays
of storage space. The building is clad
with yellow brick external leaf and inner
leaf concrete blockwork to first floor
level. Above this the building is clad
externally with green profiled metal
cladding. There are two large folding
metal doors on one side of the building.
Offices and toilets are contained in
one of the end bays, and there is a first
floor mezzanine level. PVC windows are
applied to this elevation. Parking is
provided to the front of the building
and there is an enclosed storage yard at
the side of the building.
The site is enclosed by a brick and
concrete block wall and chain link
fencing. The property adjoins sports
grounds and backs onto a housing
estate at the far end of the site. There
is a petrol tank and mast on site.
The property is entered from the south
end of the site.

6
9th Sep 2003

7
9th Sep 2003

8

County KERRY

The site area is 1.64ha (4.05Acres).

Date Of Survey: 9th September 2003

9th Sep 2003

5. View of Administration Building in Context. 6. Car Park and Main Entrance. 7. Garage Building. 8. Store Building and Yard.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
21 Emily Square, Athy

Des Clarke

Photographer:

Des Clarke

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 4005/16 + 2618 ESB Ref: KE-SS-4005/16+ 2618
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 11th Dec 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The former ESB retail shop comprises a
two-storey, five-bay, pitched roofed
mid-terrace building.
Latterly the buildings were used for
storage and occasional use as an ESB
depot. The building is no longer in use
as ESB retail premises and is currently
unoccupied.

2
11th Dec 2003

This well-proportioned southwest facing
property is located on the edge of Emily
Square, an urban space adjacent to the
Court House and Town Hall in the
centre of the town of Athy.
The building was built in the 1940s and
was extended and altered to the rear in
the 1960s.
Description & Materials
A well-proportioned two-storey building
of masonry and brickwork construction
with a pitched roof incorporating pitched
and flat roofed additions to rear.

County KILDARE

3
11th Dec 2003

4
11th Dec 2003

1. View from Emily Square. 2. Front Elevation. 3. Oblique View. 4. View in Context of Town Hall.
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1
11th Dec 2003

It is adjoined on one side by a threestorey commercial unit and on the other
by a single storey building concealed by
a blank screen wall to the street. Access
to the rear yard is provided via an
alleyway off Meeting Lane.
The property can be described as
a traditional retail building, built in a
vernacular style, with symmetrical
composed shop front. The three-bay
ground floor shop front incorporates
floor to ceiling glazing framed in
aluminium surrounded by a smooth
plaster render finish. The five-bay first
floor façade incorporates painted
timber-framed sash windows surrounded
by dashed plaster render finish.
The sales area was located to the front
of the building with offices, storage and
ancillary staff areas to the rear. The first
floor contains offices and a radio room.

Surveyors Name:

Des Clarke

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2822

ESB Ref: KE-N-2822

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
11th Dec 2003

Summary
A detached, single storey, flat roofed
building built in 1985 on a square plan
and of simple construction.
The property is located in an area of
combined rural and industrial use in
Kilteel on the Kildare/Dublin border
near Rathcoole. It consists of an ESB
polefield with a small office building
and sheds. The site was acquired in
1970. A tarmacadam surfaced area is
provided in front of the building and
is used for staff car parking.

Des Clarke

Photographer:

ESB POLEFIELD
Kilteel

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 11th December 2003

Structurally, the building comprises a
cast in-situ concrete floor slab, cavity
blockwork wall supporting a low
pitched built up timber flat roof with
asphalt covering.

2
11th Dec 2003

Description & Materials
The building comprises an office, toilets
and a small kitchenette. Painted nap
plaster render is applied externally to
the blockwork which surrounds the PVC
framed windows. Glazing is applied to
all four sides providing for a bright
naturally lit space internally. The cills are
of precast concrete.

4

County KILDARE

3
11th Dec 2003

11th Dec 2003

1. Side Elevation. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. Oblique View. 4. Front Elevation.
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Surveyors Name:

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Golden Falls

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 2820

ESB Ref: KE-PG-2820

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔
✔
✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 16th March 2003

Technical (T)

✔

Summary
Golden Falls is a hydro electric power
station located on the River Liffey to the
south of Ballymore Eustace on the
R413 road, in County Kildare.
The complex is one of three hydro
electric stations that harness the River
Liffey. Collectively known as the ‘Liffey
Scheme’, construction of the overall
scheme was completed between 1937
and 1949.
2
16th March 2003

Golden Falls Station was commissioned
in 1943.
Description & Materials
The hydroelectric development of the
River Liffey comprises three stations,
Pollaphuca, Golden Falls and Leixlip,
each located at a point in the river
where the natural falls provided suitable
sites for the development of hydro
electric power stations.
The primary elements of the complex at
Golden Falls comprise the reservoir, dam
structure, tailrace structure and power
station building.

County KILDARE
246

3
16th March 2003

Reservoir & Dam Structure
Golden Falls dam is located at the
mid-level of the three dams on the River
Liffey, located 73.5km upstream of the city
of Dublin. The mile long stretch of water
between Golden Falls and Polluphuca is
used as a compensation reservoir.
The Golden Falls dam, constructed
between 1938 and 1941, is a gravity
dam structure of the mass concrete
type constructed over a grout curtain
and concrete core trench. This type of
dam design relies on the weight of the
dam to resist the forces of the water
pressing on it. It is a solid concrete
structure 97.5m long and 15.3m high.
The dam at Golden Falls develops a
17.4m average head of water to
operate a 4MW turbo alternator. The

1. Approach View of Power Station and Spillway/Tailrace Structure. 2. View of G4 Generator, Generating Hall.
3. View of ‘House’ Set Generator.

1
16th March 2003

concrete dam is traversed by a walkway
at high level which allows access to the
controls of a number of elements.
Crest Gates Spillway & Spillway
Reservoir
These gates allows water levels in the
river to be maintained and excess water
to be released through the dam at
times of high flooding.
Scour Intake
This allows debris to be removed from
the water preventing damage to the
operation of the dam.
Inspection Gallery
Deep within the dam an inspection
gallery or tunnel runs through the
structure to allow constant monitoring
of the structural movement of the dam.
Tailrace Structure
The downstream side of the dam
incorporates a man-made concrete
tailrace structure which resolves the
natural change in level between base of
dam and lower level tailrace. This
extensive structure takes the visual form
of an apron cladding the natural
topography.
The Power Station Building
The power station building is located
downstream of the dam. The building is
designed in an austere modern rational
style. This building accommodates the
generating hall, turbine floor, control
room, 10kV switch room, communications
room and ancillary services. The end bay
of the generating hall volume incorporates
a loading bay to the access road.
The cross section of the building
reveals a three-storey volume generating
hall, with two-storey lean–to ancillary
accommodation to the rear.

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Golden Falls

4
16th March 2003

The original W20 type steel windows
have been retained in the generating hall.
A visually dominant gantry crane runs
the full length of the generator hall
and is supported on deep steel beams
and concrete columns which sit proud of
the primary structure. The crane facilitates maintenance of the heavy components that make up the generators and
ancillary equipment. The low pitched
hipped roof is supported by a series of
steel lattice trusses bearing on a concrete
structure. The end wall panels are braced
with steel lattice bracing locally. The lowpitched hipped roof is supported by a
series of steel lattice trusses bearing on a
concrete structure.
The lower operations floor which houses
the turbines is accessed from the
generating hall via a concrete stairs.
The control room at first floor level
of the lean-to element overlooks the
generating hall and is accessed within
the ancillary accommodation at the rear
of the building.

The approach and river side elevations
of the power station clearly express
the structural order of the building.
Each structural bay is subdivided by
multiple bays of windows with a strong
vertical emphasis. The incorporation of
an ‘attic’ storey band of high level
windows introduces natural light at
high level which reduces the visual
weight of the steel trusses.

Special Interest - Artistic
ESB have eight paintings depicting the
construction of the Liffey Scheme by
artist Sean Keating.
Special Interest - Scientific/Technical
At Golden Falls there are two generating
units, one with an output of 4MW, the
other with an output of 250kW - designated G3 and G4 of the Liffey System.
The station is operated by remote
control from the pumped storage
power station at Turlough Hill.

5
16th March 2003

Special Interest - Historical
In October 1937 the order was placed
for the main construction work on the
Liffey Scheme at Pollaphuca and
Golden Falls. Building began in 1938,
but the Second World War compromised
the programme since supplies of
materials became difficult and uncertain.
Because of the War, not all of the
equipment had been delivered and by
1943 it was still uncertain when the
Liffey station would be commissioned.
Despite the majority of construction at
Pollaphuca and Golden Falls being
complete by the summer of 1941,
the mechanical and electrical plant was
not installed and commissioned for a
number of years.

6
16th March 2003

In 1943 the reservoirs at Pollaphuca
and Leixlip had been filled. Golden Falls
was brought into commission in 1943.
The first of the Pollaphuca generators was
commissioned in 1944 and the second in
1947. Leixlip was commissioned in 1949.

7
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The large order scale of the façade of
the generating hall in counterpart with
the scale of the dam and tailrace
structure incorporates elegant fenestration
with a human scale which allows a
different reading from a more intimate
vantage point. The façades are finished
in roughcast render. Window reveals
and mullions are finished in a smooth
render.

Date Of Survey: 16th March 2003

16th March 2003

4. View of Penstock. 5. View of Spillway Gates and Spillway/Headrace Structure. 6. View of High Level Dam Walkway.
7. View of Headrace Structure from top of Dam.
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Surveyors Name:

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Leixlip

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3022+3196/16, ESB Ref: KE-PG-3022+3196/
+3196/17,+3196
16,+3196/17,+3196
/21,+3196/22
/21, +3196/22
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔
✔
✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 16th March 2004

2
16th March 2004

County KILDARE

3
16th March 2004

Technical (T)

✔

Summary
Leixlip is a hydro electric power station
located on the River Liffey at the edge of
the town of Leixlip in Co. Kildare. Leixlip
Castle, a prominent building in the area,
addresses the generation station and
dam from the opposite bank of the
Liffey.
The Power Station is one of three hydro
electric
stations
that
harness
the River Liffey. Collectively known as
the Liffey Scheme, the construction was
completed between 1937 and 1949.
The River Liffey, which rises in the Dublin
Mountains, is 5.5 miles (8.85km) from
source to Leixlip and drains an area of
over 300 sq. miles (777km2).
Description & Materials
The hydro electric development of the
River Liffey comprises three stations,
Pollaphuca, Golden Falls and Leixlip,
each located at a point in the river where
the natural falls provide suitable sites for
the stations.
After passing through Pollaphuca and
Golden Falls, the river flows 35 miles
(56km) through Co. Kildare to Leixlip
about 12 miles (19km) from Dublin.
At Leixlip a dam impounds the water
and forms a reservoir of about 40ha (100
acres) with a capacity of 160 million
gallons (727 million litres) and provides a
60ft (18m) head.

1
16th March 2004

The primary elements of the complex
comprise the power station building,
dam structure, outdoor transformer
compound, and ‘temporary’ staff room
and toilets.
The Power Station Building
This accommodates the generating hall,
turbine floor, control room, 10kV switch
room, the communications room and
ancillary services. The approach and river
side elevations of the power station
clearly express the structural order of the
building. The buildings are designed in
an austere modern style.
The façades are finished in a combination
of roughcast and smooth renders which
subtly differentiate between load and
non-load bearing elements. The lowpitched hipped roof is supported by a
series of steel lattice trusses bearing on a
concrete structure. The end wall panels
are braced with steel lattice bracing
locally.
The primary vertical structural zones
within the load bearing walls are further
expressed as raised pilasters on the
façades framing the multiple bays of
windows. The pilasters terminate in line
with the underside of roof trusses
suggesting the presence of a concrete
ring beam to which the trusses are fixed.

4
16th March 2004
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1. View of Spillway Gates, Spillway Dam Basin. 2. Entrance Elevation to Generating Hall . 3. View of Powerstation from High Level Dam Walkway.
4. View of 38kV Station Compound.

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Leixlip

5

6

16th March 2004

16th March 2004

Each structural bay is subdivided by
multiple bays of windows with a strong
vertical emphasis. The vertical openings
contain high and low level windows
separated by smooth render finished
spandrel panels.
The large order façade of the generating
hall engages harmoniously with the
monumental scale of the dam structure,
but is counterpointed with elegant
fenestration of a human scale which
allows a different reading from a more
intimate vantage point.

Dam Structure
Leixlip Dam is the lowermost dam on
the River Liffey, located immediately
upstream of Dublin City. The three Liffey
dams are of the gravity design type.

The Leixlip dam was constructed during
the 1940s, and incorporates a fishpass lift.
Special Interest - Artistic
ESB have eight paintings depicting the
construction of the Liffey Scheme by
artist Sean Keating.
Special Interest - Scientific/Technical
ESB International have carried out major
investigations into dam safety and
flood control. A significant finding of
geological investigations carried out at
the site is the presence of weak seams of
mylonite/gouge material in the foundation.
As a result of this finding, extensive
stability studies were undertaken to
ensure that Leixlip Dam is capable of
resisting both static and seismic loadings.
The three Liffey stations are operated by
remote control from the pumped storage
power station at Turlough Hill.
Special Interest - Historical
Between 1937 and 1949 the harnessing
of the Liffey was completed. In October
1937 the order was placed for the main
construction work on the Liffey scheme
at Pollaphuca and Golden Falls. Building
began in 1938, but was delayed due to
the Second World War. In 1943 the
reservoirs at Pollaphuca and Leixlip were
filled. Golden Falls was brought into
commission in 1943.

7
16th March 2004

8
16th March 2004

9
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Generating Hall
The generating hall is approximately
13m in height and incorporates a split level
section. The entrance level accommodates
a loading bay which is entered directly
from the front of the building. The lower
operations floor is accessed dramatically
from the loading bay level via a terrazzo
finished concrete stairs. A visually dominant gantry crane runs the full length of
the generating hall and is supported on
deep steel beams and concrete columns
which sit proud of the primary structure.
The crane facilitates maintenance of the
heavy components that make up the
generators and ancillary equipment.
The operating floor accommodates the
‘Brown Boveri’ generator. The Leixlip
plant comprises a 4MW turbo alternator.
The turbine floor is immediately below
the operations floor accessed from a
number of stairs and a ladder via a
‘keyhole’ opening in the operations floor.
The control room which overlooks the
generating hall is accessed via a series of
level changes.

Date Of Survey: 16th March 2004

16th March 2004

5. Façade Detail. 6. View of G5 Generator, Operations Floor. 7. Access Ladder Detail. 8. Detail of Ancillary Equipment. 9. View of High Level Dam Walkway.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
Main Street, Leixlip

David Naughton

Photographer:

David Naughton

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3194/17

ESB Ref: KE-SS-3194/17

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A two-storey detached pitched roofed
building constructed in 1975 on a rectangular plan located on a bend in the
road on Main Street in Leixlip.

2

The building is located at the front of
the site screening a rear yard which is
used for deliveries and staff car parking.
The yard is accessed from Main Street
through steel framed gates. A steel telecommunications mast is also located in
the yard behind the building.

25th March 2003

1
25th March 2003

Description & Materials
The building comprises a shop, stores
and offices. The front of the building
forms the edge of the property
boundary to Main Street. The shop is
accessed directly from the street.
The building comprises a three-bay
concrete framed structure. The showroom
occupies the left-hand side bay incorporating an aluminium framed floor to
ceiling glazed shop front. A security
roller shutter is applied to the front of
the shop front. The central bay is
divided into four vertical sub-bays
incorporating four small aluminium
framed windows. The right-hand side
bay is without openings and a public
seat and signpost are located directly in
front of it.
The structural elements are rendered
with a smooth plaster with the infill
bays expressed in a dashed plaster.
The steeply pitched roofed is clad with
concrete roof tiles.

County KILDARE

3
25th March 2003

1. View from Main Street. 2. Front Elevation. 3. Detail of Shop Front.
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Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: Ref. 7-2 D

ESB Ref: C-N-7-2D

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

ESB DEPOT
Naas Industrial Estate,
Maudlins

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

1

Technical (T)

19th Nov 2003

Summary
The depot consists of an administration
building, additional office building,
store building and associated yard
areas. The complex was built in 1978.
The property is located in an industrial
estate adjacent to other industrial
buildings. The present use of the entire
property is as an ESB Depot and administration quarters.
Description & Materials
The depot consists of a single storey,
detached, flat roofed administration
building built in 1978 on a rectangular
site with office and store buildings and
car park at the rear.

Floor to ceiling glazing framed in brown
coloured aluminium is used throughout
the building. A suspended ceiling system is applied throughout the interior
of the building.
Office & Stores
The office building and stores adjoin
each other and are located to the back
of the site behind the car park.
The store building comprises a six-bay
structure of concrete blockwork walls
and piers supporting steel lattice trusses
and a flat roof. It is accessed through
roller shutters. Externally the block work
is rendered with a pebbledash finish.
The office building is of concrete block
work construction supporting a flat slab
to the roof. The office accommodation
is independently accessed from the
depot yard.
The site is enclosed by chain link fence
and reinforced concrete piers. A telecommunications mast, ‘portacabin’ and
boiler house are located near the rear
boundary. External storage is provided
at the opposite side of the site and is
finished with coarse gravel surface.
The total site area is 0.74ha (7480m2).

2
19th Nov 2003

3
19th Nov 2003

4

County KILDARE

Administration Building
The administration building is rectangular
in plan and has a gross floor area of
265.29m2. It is located to the front of
the site. The administration building
comprises offices, toilets and stores
located off a central corridor. Structurally the building comprises blockwork cavity wall construction faced
with fair faced coloured concrete
masonry block system. The building’s
roof is of flat in-situ cast roof slab and
parapet is expressed as an unpainted
render finished band which has the
effect of visually capping the building.

Date Of Survey: 19th November 2003

19th Nov 2003

1. View of Administration Building. 2. View of Offices and Stores. 3. Interior of Stores. 4. View of Depot Yard.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
The Moat Mall, Naas

Des Clarke

Photographer:

Des Clarke

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3107-18, 19+2820 ESB Ref: KE-SS-3107/18,19+2820
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 25th November 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A ground floor retail unit and first floor
apartment constructed in 1992 as part
of a two-storey terrace of shops located
in a pedestrianised shopping mall in the
centre of Naas town.

2
25th Nov 2003

The property is located near the end
of a pedestrianised cul-de-sac shopping
area known as Moat Mall which is situated off Main Street in the centre of Naas.
Surrounding buildings are generally twostorey. The retail unit occupies the ground
floor of the building with storage and
staff facilities overhead. The unit is
adjoined on the ground floor by another
retail unit, the Art and Hobby Shop.
Description & Materials
The present use of the entire property is
as an ESB retail unit and store. The
property consists of two units, a ground
floor retail shop and a first floor
apartment which is used as a store.

County KILDARE

3
25th Nov 2003

Shop
The ESB retail unit comprises a
showroom, store, toilet and kitchenette
to ground floor level. The unit is
entered on the corner under an overhead corner balcony. The cash desk,
store and staff rooms are located
diagonally across from the entrance at
the far side of the plan. The gross floor
area of the retail unit is 120m2.

4
25th Nov 2003

1. View from Moat Mall. 2. View of Entrance. 3. Shop Front Elevation. 4. View of Shop Interior.
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1
25th Nov 2003

Store
The apartment to first floor is used as
a store and is accessed from the street
via a separate door at the side of a
neighbouring shop on the ground floor.
The stairs are shared with a neighbouring unit on the first floor. The first
floor unit partly overlaps the neighbouring ground floor level shop. The unit
comprises three rooms and a bathroom.
The corner balcony over the shop
entrance is accessed from this unit. The
gross floor area of the first floor
apartment is 50m2.
The property is constructed of cavity wall
construction faced with buff coloured
brickwork and reconstituted stone quoins.
The pitched roof is clad in blue/black
roof tiles. A suspended ceiling is applied
to the interior of the retail unit. The shop
front to the street interprets a traditional
style with blue painted timber framed
windows and doors. The first floor opes
consist of PVC window frames and PVC
soffits and fascias. Wall mounted street
lanterns are located along the first floor
level façade.
A public external staircase which
accesses a car park to the rear of
the mall is located along the façade
of the building.

Surveyors Name:

Des Clarke

Photographer:

Des Clarke

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3606/16+

ESB Ref: KE-SS-3606/

2820+2620
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only
Local

1
12th Jan 2004

Summary
A detached, single storey, flat roofed retail
unit, L-shaped in plan, located on a corner
site, adjoining a rear yard containing lockup sheds and a store/ office building. The
site was acquired in 1960 and since then
construction has been carried out in
1988, 1992 and 1996.
This corner property is in an urban
location on a main shopping street in
Newbridge town. The surrounding
streetscape is mainly two-storey in scale.
The property consists of two buildings,
a shop and staff area at the front of the
site and a store and offices in the rear
yard, with storage sheds located on the
back perimeter wall. The yard also
provides for staff and machinery parking.
Description & Materials

Categories
of Special Interest:
Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT
Edward Street, Newbridge

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

The L-shaped yard to the rear is
accessed from the side street via steel
framed main entrance gates with steel
square mesh cladding. The rear yard
houses a store and offices as well as
storage sheds and parking bays.
The building is of solid concrete block
wall construction supporting a solid
concrete cast in-situ roof slab with felt
roof finish. The external treatment of
the building consists of dashed
rendered walls with timber framed
windows and timber fascia to junction
of walls and roof plane.
Store Building
The single storey store building is of
solid, concrete block wall construction
supporting a pitched roof supported on
timber trusses. The roof covering
consists of fibre cement slate finish.
Accommodation consists of offices,
canteen and staff rooms located off a
central corridor. The elevational treatment consists of rendered nap plaster
band to corners and all structural
openings. Windows are PVC doubleglazed with precast concrete cills.
The single storey storage and sheds are
located next to the rear perimeter and
are of concrete block construction
supporting a corrugated metal roof.

Date Of Survey: 12th January 2004

2
12th Jan 2004

3
12th Jan 2004

4

County KILDARE

The Retail Building
Located at the front of the site, on a corner,
this is a flat roofed, single storey unit
containing the large open-plan salesroom,
offices and staff accommodation. The
original rectangular plan was later added
to at the side and rear, creating more
storage space and staff areas.

16+2820+2620

12th Jan 2004

1. Entrance Façade. 2. Detail of Shop front. 3. View of interior. 4. View of Store Building.
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Surveyors Name:

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Pollaphuca

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 2820

ESB Ref: KE-PG-2820

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 12th February 2004

2
12th Feb 2004

County KILDARE
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3
12th Feb 2004

Technical (T)

✔

✔
✔
✔

Summary
Pollaphuca is a hydro electric Power
Station located on the River Liffey in Co.
Kildare on the border of Co. Wicklow.
The complex is adjacent to the N81
Road between Blessington and
Baltinglass in Co. Wicklow.
The Pollaphuca complex is the largest
of the three hydro electric stations that
harness the River Liffey. Collectively
known as the ‘Liffey Scheme’, the
construction was undertaken between
1937 and 1949.
Despite the majority of construction at
Pollaphuca being complete by the
summer of 1941, the mechanical and
electrical plant was not installed and
commissioned for a number of years
due to delays in the supply of materials
and equipment as a result of the
Second World War.
The first of the Pollaphuca generators
was commissioned in 1944 and the
second in 1947.
Description & Materials
The hydro electric development of the
River Liffey comprises three stations,
Pollaphuca, Golden Falls and Leixlip,
each located at a point in the river

1
12th Feb 2004

where the natural falls provided suitable
sites for the development of hydro
electric power stations.
After passing through Pollaphuca and
Golden Falls, the river flows 56km
through Co. Kildare to Leixlip, 19km
from Dublin.
The primary elements of the complex
at Pollaphuca comprise the reservoir,
dam structure, pressure tunnel, surge
tank, winch house & inclined elevator,
valve house, power station building and
outdoor transformer compound.
Reservoir & Dam Structure
Pollaphuca dam is the uppermost of the
three dams on the River Liffey, located
75km upstream of the city of Dublin.
The dam is approximately 78m long,
31.5m high and impounds a reservoir
with an area of over 20km2. Pollaphuca
is exceptional in having such a large
reservoir above it compared to other
dams in Ireland. It is also unusual in that
its reservoir has a storage area large
enough to hold 50% of the annual flow.
The dam is the only element of the
scheme visible from the public road.

4

1. Winch House, Surge Tank and Stores. 2. View over Inclined Elevator and Power Station. 3. View of Penstocks, Valve House and Surge Tank.
4. Site Plan.

HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Pollaphuca

5
12th Feb 2004

The mile long stretch of water between
the powerhouse at Pollaphuca and the
smaller station at Golden Falls is used as
a compensation reservoir.
In addition to providing water for
electricity generation, the reservoir
provides a major amenity for the capital
city and its hinterland.
The Pollaphuca dam is a gravity dam
structure of the mass concrete type
constructed over a grout curtain and
concrete core trench. This type of dam
design relies on the weight of the
dam to resist the forces of the water
pressing on it. It is a solid concrete
structure. The concrete dam is traversed
by a walkway at high level which allows
access to the controls of a number of
elements.

architectural language and structural
logic of the dam as a whole is redolent
of the ‘Teutonic’ expression employed
on the Shannon Scheme.
Crest Gates & Spillway
These gates allow water levels in the
river to be maintained and excess water
to be released through the dam at
times of high flooding.
Scour Intake
This allows debris to be removed from
the water preventing damage to the
operation of the dam.

6
12th Feb 2004

Dublin City Council
Water Supply Intake.
In addition to providing water for
electricity generation, the reservoir
provides a major source of water supply
for Dublin. Dam safety is of major
importance at Pollaphuca due to
the proximity of a major city and the
potential for loss of water supply to a
significant population.
Inspection Gallery
Deep within the dam, an inspection
gallery or tunnel runs through the
structure to allow constant monitoring
of the structural movement of the dam.

9

8

12th Feb 2004

12th Feb 2004

7
12th Feb 2004

5. Interior of Valve House. 6. Interior of Generating Hall. 7. Detail of Handrail to Generator.
8. Detail of Flooring Materials to Generating Hall. 9. Cross Section.

County KILDARE

Intake House
The intake house is the point of intake
of water from the reservoir to the
pressure tunnel. The axis of the intake
house is rotated at 450 to the dam’s axis
to facilitate connection to the 400m
long pressure tunnel. This results in a
dynamic play of geometry and form
with the intake house appearing to
anchor the end of the dam. The

Date Of Survey: 12th February 2004
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HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Pollaphuca
(Continued)

Date Of Survey: 12th February 2004

11
12th Feb 2004

County KILDARE

12
12th Feb 2004

10
12th Feb 2004

Pressure Tunnel
From the dam a pressure tunnel 400m
long and 4.8m in diameter conveys
water from the reservoir to the
penstocks and down to turbines in the
power station.

four storeys of densely planned cellular
accommodation addressing the entrance
side of the building back to back with the
four-storey volume of the fenerating hall
facing the river, all of which is capped
with a unified roof volume.

The pressure tunnel is partially formed in
rock and partially as a cut and cover
tunnel.

The front element consists of the
administration offices, drawing office,
original control room, permanent
exhibition space, 10kV switch room,
communications room and ancillary
services. The end bay of the generating
hall volume overlaps the northwest end
of the building facilitating access to the
loading bay and inclined elevator
landing platform.

Surge Tank
The surge tank is 35m high and 20m in
diametre. It provides safety control to
the flow of water through the twin
penstocks to the two 15MW generators
in the power house below. The surge
tank is clad in metal panels and is
cylindrical in form.
Valve House & Penstocks
Water flows to the power station
through 60m long twin steel penstocks
of 3.7m diameter. The water flow from
the pressure tunnel to the penstocks is
controlled by the turbine inlet valves in
the valve house. The valve house is a
concrete framed structure, two storeys
in scale and of single volume. The
building is finished in unpainted render
and is capped with a flat roof. The
architectural language is similar to the
main power station building.
Winch House & Inclined Elevator.
As a result of the topography of the site,
the access to and maintenance of the
power station building is constrained. An
inclined elevator was constructed which
facilitates movement of heavy plant up
and down the steeply sloping site.

13
12th Feb 2004

Power Station Building
The power station building is located
downstream of the dam structure on a
steeply sloping site. Access from the car
park is via a series of concrete steps and a
winch operated inclined elevator system.
The cross section of the building reveals

The architectural expression of this side
of the building is domestic in style and
its full scale is concealed by the
topography of the site.
The generating hall is a four-storey
volume, approximately 13m in height
and incorporates a split-level section to
facilitate access to the loading bay.
A visually dominant gantry crane runs
the full length of the generating hall and
is supported on deep steel beams and
concrete columns which sit proud of the
primary structure. The crane facilitates
maintenance of the heavy components
that make up the generators and
ancillary equipment. The low-pitched
hipped roof is supported by a series of
steel lattice trusses bearing on a
concrete structure. The flooring materials
have been co-ordinated with the setting
out of structural elements and generator
locations.
The architectural expression of this side
of the building is heroic in scale
reflecting the scale and function of the
space within and responds to the River
Liffey and landscape beyond.
The large order façade of the generating
hall engages with scale of the gorge,
and incorporates elegant fenestration

10. Downstream View of Dam. 11. View of Original Control Room. 12. Detail of Synchroscope Instrumentation. 13. Mechanical Plant on Turbine Floor.
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HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Pollaphuca
(Continued)

14
12th Feb 2004

of a human scale which allows a
different reading from a more intimate
vantage point. The façades are finished
in roughcast render. Window reveals
and mullions are finished in a smooth
render.
The river side elevations of the power
station clearly express the structural
order of the building. Each structural bay
is subdivided by multiple bays of
windows with a strong vertical emphasis.
The incorporation of an ‘attic’ storey
band of square punched windows
poetically introduces natural light at
high level reducing the visual weight of
the steel trusses and allowing light to fall
into the space throughout the day. The
original W20 type steel windows have
been retained in the generating hall.
Networks
The power generated at 10/11kV is
raised to 110kV at the outdoor transformer station being fed into the
national network.

The three Liffey stations are operated by
remote control from the pumped
storage power station at Turlough Hill.
Special Interest - Historical
In October 1937 the order was placed
for the main construction work on the
Liffey Scheme at Pollaphuca and Golden
Falls. Building began in 1938, but the
Second World War compromised the
program since supplies of materials
became difficult and uncertain. Because
of the War, not all of the equipment
had been delivered and by 1943 it was
still uncertain when the Liffey station
would be commissioned.

15
12th Feb 2004

Despite the majority of construction at
Pollaphuca being complete by the
summer of 1941, the mechanical and
electrical plant was not installed
and commissioned for a number of years.
In 1943 the reservoirs at Pollaphuca
and Leixlip had been filled. Golden Falls
was brought into commission in 1943.
The first of the Pollaphuca generators was
commissioned in 1944 and the second in
1947. Leixlip was commissioned in 1949.
16
12th Feb 2004

Special Interest - Artistic
ESB have eight paintings depicting the
construction of the Liffey Scheme by
artist Sean Keating.
Special Interest - Scientific/Technical
At Pollaphuca there are two generating
units, each with an output of 15.7MW
at 300 rpm designated G1 and G2 of
the Liffey System. They are designed
for a gross head of 47m and have a
combined consumption at full load of
approximately 80m3 per second.

17

County KILDARE

Special Interest - Social
Pollaphuca Reservoir provides a major
amenity for the people of Dublin as a
mixed fishery and a popular location for
activities such as dinghy sailing, canoeing, hill walking and golf.

Date Of Survey: 12th February 2004

12th Feb 2004

14. Detail of Dam Spillway Gates. 15. Oblique View of Dam. 16. Detail of Dam Intake House. 17. Elevated view of Complex.
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ESB RETAIL SHOP
Friary Street, Kilkenny

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 4776

ESB Ref: KK-SS-4776

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 14th July 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A two-storey three-bay retail building
built in 1955 and recently remodelled
during the late 1990s in a traditional
Irish shop style forming part of a broken
terrace. The building stretches the full
depth of the block in an area of dense
urban fabric in the centre of Kilkenny
City. The architects were Building
Consultancy Group.

2
14th July 2003

Borough Council KILKENNY

3
14th July 2003

Description & Materials
The property originally comprised two
separate buildings. A connecting atrium
space was introduced during the recent
fit-out and remodelling such that the
structure is now composed of two twostorey blocks joined by a roof lit single
storey atrium space. Accommodation
includes a large showroom, offices,
storage, an external yard and substation
to the rear with a separate office on the
first floor of the front block. The upper
floor was originally a series of apartments and was later converted to office
use. The present use of the property is
as an ESB shop with the first floor of the
front of the building leased to Thomas
Walsh & Company Solicitors.
The building is typical of the local
vernacular style of architecture with a
double pitched roof and plastered
façade with plastered quoins on the
side. The first floor windows are of upvc
and the shopfront is framed with

1
14th July 2003

timber. The front elevation is composed
of three bays with the middle bay
pedimented over the first floor window
which protrudes over the street. The
shopfront is in a traditional style and
consists of a bay window set in a timber
frame with large glazed panels.
The showroom is a large uninterrupted
space which stretches deep into the
site. The ceiling rises to the pleasantly lit
double height, pitched atrium space
with a balcony overlooking this area
from the first floor offices. A lane to the
rear provides easy access for stock
delivery. The gross floor area of the
building is 582.42m2.
The ground floor consists of a cast insitu concrete ground floor slab with a
precast concrete slab to the first floor.
The roof consists of blue-black fibre
cement slates on slating battens on felt
on pre-fabricated timber roof trusses.
A substation is located next to a small
yard at the rear of the property and is
accessed from the lane.
The site are is 0.4ha (0.1 acres).
Special Interest - Architectural
The formerly separate blocks have
been connected by a roof lit double
height atrium space which provides
an attractive well-lit additional display
space overlooked by a first floor
internal balcony.

4
14th July 2003

1. Front Elevation to Friary Street. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. Shop View. 4. Glazed Atrium with Overlooking Balcony.

260
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Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

ESB DEPOT

O.S. Ref: 4766/10 + 2414 ESB Ref: KK-N-4766/10 + 2414
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

1
14th July 2003

Summary
A detached single storey pitched roof
depot building built in 1989 in a regional
vernacular style of architecture, on a
rectangular plan within a site containing
a store building and enclosed external
compound. The site was acquired in
1972. The depot is located just north of
Kilkenny City near the railway track
beside the GAA grounds of Nowlan
Park. The sloped entrance driveway is
landscaped on either side.

Administration Building
The administration building has a gross
floor area of 273m2 and comprises
offices, stores and toilets located off
a central corridor. Structurally it is
composed of cavity wall construction
with concrete blockwork inner and
outer leaf supporting cast in-situ
reinforced concrete eaves, beam and prefabricated timber roof trusses covered
with felt, battens and concrete roof
tiles. The elevational treatment consists
of hardwood timber framed windows

Nowlan Park,
Kilkenny

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

✔

Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 14th July 2003

on precast concrete cills surrounded
by dashed plaster external render to
blockwork over a smooth plastered
concrete plinth. There is a plaster reveal
to all windows and door opes. The floor
is composed of a cast in-situ power
floated concrete slab covered with vinyl.
The walls are plastered and painted, and
a suspended ceiling is applied throughout.
Stores Building
The stores building comprise a general
store, offices, lockers and toilets. It has a
gross floor area of 161m2. It consists of
solid masonry blockwork construction
supporting a pitched timber roof truss
with concrete roof tile finish. The elevational treatment is similar to that of the
administration building. The gross floor
area of the line equipment store is 50m2.
The mast, 38kV substation and line
stores equipment room are located
next to the rear boundary. The latter is
constructed of concrete blockwork
supporting timber joists and metal
profiled galvanised sheeting.
The site area is 0.82ha (2.03 acres)
Special Interest - Social
A memorial plaque erected by the staff
of ESB Kilkenny is located on one of
the entrance piers next to the
administration building and is dedicated
to the memory of Tommy Hennessy,
a linesman for ESB, who died on the
17th May 1993.

2
14th July 2003

3
14th July 2003

4

Borough Council KILKENNY

Description & Materials
The depot is located up a steep incline
with the site entrance facing east.
It comprises two single storey detached
buildings with a couple of outbuildings. The
main building is the main administration
building and the other stores building
houses accommodation for the linesmen.
Located at the back of the site next to the
rear boundary are a telecommunications
mast a 38kV substation and a line stores
equipment room.

Categories
of Special Interest:

14th July 2003

1. Front and Side Views of Administration Building. 2. Rear and Side View of Administration Building. 3. Front of Stores Building. 4. Rear of Stores Building.
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ESB DEPOT,
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Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3942/9+2418 ESB Ref: LS-N-3942/9 +2418
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Date Of Survey: 27th November 2003

2
27th Nov 2003

3
27th Nov 2003

1

Technical (T)

27th Nov 2003

Summary
The property consists of an office
building and showroom, separate office
and canteen, a vehicle maintenance
store and a stores building with a rear
workshop, yard and compound. The
main building was constructed in 1981.
The property faces west onto the
Abbeyleix Road. The architects were
Robinson Keefe & Devane.

floor offices are on a rectangular plan
and off a central corridor. The gross
floor area of the office building is
1509m2. The building is an 11-bay
concrete framed construction with sheer
walls at the gable ends supporting a
charcoal coloured concrete shell roof.
The curved upstands reveal clerestory
lighting such that the roof appears to
float above the building.

Description & Materials
The present use of the property is as an
ESB shop and depot. Situated in a commercial area, there are five buildings
located on the site, consisting of a twostorey office building, single storey
workshop, canteen, garage and store
buildings. A depot yard to the rear
contains sheds, a loading dock, an
enclosed compound, and the rear of
the property is enclosed by concrete
post and chain link fencing.

The external treatment of the building
comprises two-storey external columns
clad in engineering brickwork. There is
floor to ceiling aluminium framed glazing
in between the columns which helps to
articulate the bays of the structure. The
brickwork cladding is carried through to
the rear extensions where the roof
comprises a flat concrete slab. To the rear
of the building there is an open courtyard
surrounded by open-plan offices.

County LAOIS

Retail & Administration Building
This building is an imposing two-storey
detached office building and was
formerly the District Headquarters for
Portlaoise. The accommodation consists
of offices, a showroom and staff facilities
surrounding an open courtyard. The first

Store Building
The gross floor area of the store is
1027.1m2 and it was constructed in two
phases such that one roof is supported
by a steel lattice trusses and the second
bay is supported by a pitched steel frame.
The external treatment consists of a
variation of nap plastered blockwork

4
27th Nov 2003
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1. Front Elevation of Retail and Administration Building . 2. Side Elevation of Retail and Administration Building.
3. Main Entrance from Abbeyleix Road. 4. Retail and Administration Building from Abbeyleix Road.

ESB DEPOT,
OFFICE & SHOP
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise

5
27th Nov 2003

cladding and grey engineering brickwork.
A profiled metal canopy hangs over the
entrance.
Vehicle Maintenance
& Stores Building
The vehicle and maintenance store
comprises two bays of pitched roofs on
steel frames. The building comprises a
garage, stores, toilets and offices. The
roof is clad with profiled metal sheeting
and the walls are rendered externally
with smooth and rough dashed finish.

building is of masonry construction and
supports a flat concrete slab to the roof.
The external cladding matches that of
the administration building. The gross
floor area of the canteen building is
139.9m2.
The site area is 2.8ha (6.98 acres).

6
27th Nov 2003

Workshop Building
The workshop building comprises
a three-bay steel portal frame with a
concrete blockwork inner and outer leaf
rendered externally with nap plaster.
The roof covering consists of profiled
metal sheeting with incorporated roof
lights. This building is located towards
the rear of the site and has a gross floor
area of 146m2.
Canteen/Office
The canteen and office building
is located to the front of the site next to
the main entrance to the depot yard.
It comprises a canteen, office and
toilets. This flat roofed single storey

Date Of Survey: 27th November 2003

7
27th Nov 2003

9

27th Nov 2003

27th Nov 2003

5. Detail to Parapet of Administration Building. 6. View of Stores Building. 7. View of Canteen Building.
8. View of Vehicle Service Garage Building. 9. Interior of Retail Showroom.

County LAOIS
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Surveyors Name:

ESB NETWORKS
TRAINING AND
TECHNICAL SERVICES
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise

Des Clarke

Photographer:

Des Clarke

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3942/D

ESB Ref: LS-SS-3942/D

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 27th November 2003

2
27th Nov 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a detached two-storey
contemporary Networks Training and
Technical Services Centre built around a
brickwork spine which runs the width of
the building and separates the office
section from the warehouse at the rear.
This modern purpose-built facility was
constructed in 1997 and situated in
the old ESB Line School site located on
the Abbeyleix Road in Portlaoise. The
property comprises a networks training
centre and warehouse.
The architects for the property were
Building Consultancy Group.
Description & Materials
This is an attractive and well-proportioned building on a greenfield site.
The architectural styling uses a clear
linear arrangement of strong simple
forms, modulation and detailing.

3
27th Nov 2003

County LAOIS

The building comprises a two-storey
block consisting of classrooms, syndicate
rooms and associated facilities, together
with a large clear-span double height
training hall to the rear. The design
approach uses a strong clear plan
arrangement with simple building forms
and with emphasis on the use of natural
light throughout the building.

4
27th Nov 2003

266

1. Front Elevation of Main Building. 2. Main Entrance from Abbeyleix Road.
3. Side Elevation. 4. Main Entrance to Reception.

1
27th Nov 2003

A large brick spine wall separates the
front two-storey block from the rear
training hall and defines the circulation
through the building. The spine wall
serves to organise the building plan at
ground and first floor levels separating
the office facilities from the rear
warehouse.
Structurally the building comprises a
steel-framed building with precast
concrete floors and a large clear span
over the training hall.
The front elevation appears as three
blocks which is further subdivided into
structural compartments expressed on
the lower elevation. The front elevation
is symmetrical in terms of its structural
layout.
Aluminium framed windows are applied
throughout. A black powder coated
aluminium glazing and cladding system
is used to treat the window areas.
The external wall treatment consists of
large planes of white painted render.
Training Facilities
The training consists of networks
construction and the maintanence and
operation for stations and networks.

ESB NETWORKS
TRAINING AND
TECHNICAL SERVICES
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise

5
27th Nov 2003

The facilities provided within the
networks training school consist of
the following:
- Spacious classrooms and syndicate
rooms for smaller groups.
- Restaurant to accommodate in excess
of 100 people
- IT facilities networked to ESB systems.
A feature of the campus is a large
indoor training area with adjacent relay
training rooms as well as outdoor
training networks, plant and equipment
for practical hands-on training, including
training on live networks.
The adjoining rear warehouse is clad
with profiled metal sheets. Two bays of
profiled metal cladding are carried
through between the blocks. An external
steel stairs provides a fire exit from first
floor level at the side of the building.
Workshop & Stores
This concrete flat roofed building
was part of the original Line School
structures and is currently used for the
storage of material to be used as part
of the training. It includes a fitting
workshop.

Date Of Survey: 27th November 2003

Testing Area & Garage
This single storey flat roofed concrete
masonry building contains a testing area
and garage. The testing area consists of
two access doors and vertical glazing
panels. It is used to test live working
equipment and includes rubber gloves,
shrouds, blankets and operating rods.
The garage consists of two main access
doors and clerestory glazing to each
elevation.
External works include a compound,
car parks and extensive landscaping.
The earlier concrete framed flat roofed
depot building is also located on the
site. Additional parking area is provided
behind part of the redbrick screen.

6
27th Nov 2003

7
27th Nov 2003

County LAOIS

8
27th Nov 2003
5. Part Rear Elevation. 6. Main Elevation Fronting onto Car Park. 7. Side Elevation.
8. Detail of Cladding and Vertical Window above Main Entrance Stairwell.
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ESB NETWORKS
TRAINING AND
TECHNICAL SERVICES
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise
(continued)

Date Of Survey: 27th November 2003

9
27th Nov 2003

Special Interest - Architectural
Architectural Awards
This building was a winner of the
Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland
(RIAI) 1997 Regional Award for Design
Excellence in Architecture and highly
commended in Architectural Association
of Ireland Awards 1996.

10
27th Nov 2003

County LAOIS
268

"The building has a strong architectural
concept. The use of a solid continuous
wall as a controlling element establishes
the basic design structure around which
the training centre has and can continue
to develop. The wall is the organising
force in the building, determining the
dispositioning of spaces and separating
the functions. Externally it facilitates
the expression of the volume and scale of
the individual training blocks and unites
the disparate elements into a single
coherent form".

14
27th Nov 2003

11

15

27th Nov 2003

27th Nov 2003

12

13

16

27th Nov 2003

27th Nov 2003

27th Nov 2003

9. Internal View of Reception Area. 10. Glazed Roof Light Above Reception Area. 11. Rear Elevation to Main Building.12. Part Rear Elevation to Main Building.
13. Front Elevation to Testing Area and Garage Building. 14. Front and Side Elevation to Testing Area and Garage Building.
15. Workshop and Stores Building. 16. Networks Training on Campus.

Detail of Cladding and Vertical Window above Main Entrance Stairwell, Abbeyleix Road Portlaoise.
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ESB DEPOT
& SHOP

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 31/2+1804/13
ESB Ref: L-N-31/2+1804/13
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

Summerhill, Carrick-on-Shannon

Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 9th July 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consists of a single storey
contemporary shop and a depot building
near the main street in Carrick-onShannon with a service yard and
storage building to the rear. The rear of
the site adjoins property owned by the
Marist Convent. The present use of the
entire property is as a depot and shop.
The site was purchased in 1952 and
both the administration and storage
buildings were constructed in 1979.
2
9th July 2003

County LEITRIM

3
9th July 2003

Description & Materials
Administration Building
This building comprises a showroom,
offices, communications room, a locker
room, toilets, tea room and drying
room all located off a central L-shaped
corridor. The building is of cavity wall
masonry construction supporting pitched
timber trusses. Externally there is
blockwork finished with a rough dash
render with a smooth render band to
the plinth. The roof finish is blue/black
material fibre slates which are carried
across the roof gable at each end. The
windows are framed in aluminium.
Internally a vinyl floor covering is
applied throughout. The gross floor
area of the depot is 248.4m2

4
9th July 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. Rear View. 3. View of Shop Entrance. 4. View of Shop Interior.
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1
9th July 2003

Store Building
The store building comprises a detached, five-bay, double height concrete
portal framed structure builtin 1979
and has a gross floor area of 188.6m2.
The building is accessed through a
sliding steel shutter door. The external
finish consists of lower level nap
plastered blockwork with grey profiled
Kingspan sheeting to the roof and
higher level cladding.
The total area of the site is 0.4ha
(0.977acres) and the site includes a
pylon, petrol pumps, a temporary
portacabin and light poles. There is a
telecommunications mast located next
to the store building which was constructed
in 1996.
Special Interest - Historical
The depot building was built on
the site of a former school and there
is a plaque mounted on one of
the boundary walls dedicated to the
memory of M.J. MacManus, writer,
speaker and patriot who was born on
Gallows Hill on 10th February 1887 and
attended the former school.

Client

Canal Construction Ltd

Project location

Ireland: Shannon–Erne
Inland Waterway

Project commencement

1990

Project completion

1994

Project finance

Irish Government

EC, International Fund for
Ireland
The reconstruction of the Ballinamore/Ballyconnell Canal
was a major cross-border initiative to restore and extend
the link between the Shannon and Erne River Systems.
The project involved the creation of a channel 64km in
length to accommodate a high density of leisure cruisers,
and the provision of public moorings and amenity areas.
The structural elements included the total restoration of
eight locks and the construction of eight new locks and
weirs, nine new pumping stations, eight new bridges plus

A computer-controlled lock-operating system and water
circulation system was also developed.
Environmental treatment to enhance the character of the
canal, originally constructed in 1860, include stone facing
to the structures, preservation of wildlife habitats and
natural features along the course of the canal.
The project is exceptional for a fast-track major public
works project in that it was completed on time and within
budget.
Services provided
Concept to close out project management
Feasibility studies, cost plan and funding proposals
Environmental impact studies
Design of hydraulic, civil and structural elements
Consultations with statutory bodies, government
agencies and over 400 landowners
Cost control and scheduling
As-built drawings, O&M manuals

County LEITRIM

UK Government

extensive repairs and underpinning of twenty-six existing
bridges.

ESBI 84 Rev 0
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Surveyors Name:

ESB SUPPLY STORE
Ballysimon

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1614

ESB Ref: LK-N-1614

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

Local
District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
A detached steel portal framed
warehouse constructed in 1990, on a
large site in an industrial park on the
outskirts of Limerick city. The architects
were Newenham Mulligan & Associates,
Limerick. The site is located in an
industrially zoned area.

2
25th March 2004

Limerick City Council - LIMERICK
276

3
25th March 2004

Description & Materials
There is extensive road frontage as the
property is located on the northern side
of the main Tipperary Road opposite
the Eastway Business Park. Ballysimon is
the prime industrial area in Limerick
situated 2km east of Limerick city.
The property is located approximately
1.5km from the intersection of the N24
and the Annacotty–Adare Bypass which
is scheduled for completion during
2004. Part of the original property
was compulsorily purchased for the
construction of the N24.

1
25th March 2004

side of the building. There is also a large
water tank located on the site.
The building consists of steel portal
frame construction with grey two-tone
metal deck cladding to the walls and roof.
The eaves height is 9.15m and there are
two up-and- over doors and one dock
leveller. Internally, the fully-fitted office,
canteen and toilet accommodation
extends to approximately 347m2. This
accommodation block is expressed
externally as a two-storey glazed feature
with blue powder-coated aluminium
framing and reflective glass, and a
landscaped border to the perimeter.
The front portion of the site extends
to 3.72ha (9.19 acres) of which 2.16ha
(5.33 acres) comprises a fully surfaced
concrete macadam yard. The rear portion
of the site comprises approximately
3.11ha (7.68 acres).

The property comprises a large highspecification modern distribution warehouse of approximately 3864m2 with
offices and a canteen to the front, a
large storage yard to the rear of the site,
and a car park to the front of the
building. There is a loading bay to one

4

5

July 2003
25th14
March
2004

25th March 2004

1. Site Entrance from Ballysimon Road. 2. Side Elevation of Loading Bay. 3. Side Elevation. 4. Visitor Parking and Landscaped Area Fronting Ballysimon Road.
5. View towards Yard Adjacent Loading Bay

Entrance Elevation, ESB Supply Store, Ballysimon.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB SHOP
& OFFICES
Bishops Quay

Marianne Keane

Photographer:

Marianne Keane

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 47743/2

ESB Ref: LK-SS-47743/2

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
A two-storey flat roofed six-bay corner
property consisting of two blocks
comprising a shop and offices on a Tshaped plan surrounding a pitched roof
garage and workshop built in 1984 in
the centre of Limerick City adjacent to
the waterfront.

2
25th March 2004

Limerick City Council - LIMERICK

The premises was formerly a District
Headquarters, and subsequently a Regional
Headquarters until the year 2000.
Description & Materials
The two-storey building comprises
three blocks and is located on the

3
25th March 2004
1. Main Elevation. 2. Side View. 3. Corner View.

278

The property faces northwest onto the
River Shannon. This corner site is
adjacent to a number of multi-storey
buildings. The front of the property
faces south and it is located on
the corner of Bishops Quay and Cecil
Street Lower, next to Howley Quay, on
a block between Lower Cecil Street and
Mill Lane.

1
25th March 2004

corner site. The largest building is
located off Cecil Street Lower and
contains the retail showroom and openplan offices. Part of the first floor projects
out over the ground floor to provide an
external portico and contains individual
offices with a lift. A concealed pitched
roofed structure to the rear houses the
garage and workshops.
The building is clad with a brown brick
outer leaf to Cecil Street, and with
profiled metal cladding to the Bishops
Quay elevation. There is a feature
timber staircase with decorative metal
balustrading.
Structurally the building is composed of
a reinforced concrete frame with spans
up to 9.4m supporting a flat concrete
slab first floor and roof. The garage
and store area is covered with a steel
deck pitched roof. The main block is
built on a plinth.

ESB SHOP
& OFFICES
Bishops Quay

4
25th March 2004

The ground floor elevation is recessed
slightly exposing the concrete frame on
the ground floor. The Bishops Quay
elevation has a porticoed area under
the first floor offices. The ground floor
consists of a shop front to Lower Cecil
Street with stores to one side, and
offices workshops and staff facilities to
the rear. There is an open-plan office
area to the front of the first floor.

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2004

There is an enclosed staff car park
containing a bicycle shed accessed from
Bishops Quay and a further enclosed
yard behind the building. The gross
floor area of the building is 2454m2.
The total area of the site is 0.23ha
(0.56 acres).

5
25th March 2004

7

8

25th March 2004

25th March 2004

Limerick City Council - LIMERICK

6
25th March 2004

4. View of Retail Counter. 5. Retail Showroom. 6. View of Office Floor. 7. Internal Staircase. 8. Corner Detail.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
& OFFICES
Rosbrien

Marianne Keane

Photographer:

Marianne Keane

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 4743/12

ESB Ref: LK-N-4743/12

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2004

2
25th March 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consists of a north facing
site in a residential area on the outskirts
of Limerick. It comprises a large depot
building, a telecommunications building
to the rear, and a garage and vehicular
storage area. The earliest purchase date
of the property is 1960. The buildings
date from the 1960s to the 1980s. The
main structure was built in 1967 and
significant refurbishment was carried
out in 1987.

Limerick City Council - LIMERICK

Located in a residential area off the
Rosbrien Road, the site is bounded by
residential properties and is enclosed by
a wall with palisade fencing above
which stretches to 2.5m. The present
use of the entire property is as offices
and depot.

3
25th March 2004

4
25th March 2004
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1. View towards Office/ Warehouse Building Entrance. 2. Rear and Side View of Office/ Warehouse Building.
3. Garage and Workshop. 4. Telecommunications Building.

1
25th March 2004

There are three buildings located on the
site, comprising an office and warehouse
building, a garage and workshop, and a
telecommunications building. Also located
on the site are a petrol pump and
telecommunications mast. A car park is
located along the front of the site
surrounded by mature landscaping.
Description & Materials
Depot Building
The depot building is located at the
front of the site and comprises three
flat roofed two-storey blocks around
a courtyard and adjoining a large
warehouse to the rear. The gross floor
area of this building is 3477m2.
The office blocks are sited on a
U-shaped plan and are connected
internally at first floor level. The front of

ESB DEPOT
& OFFICES
Rosbrien

5
25th March 2004

the building faces north and is composed of 11 flat roofed two-storey bays.
This block contains offices on two levels
and has a front protruding bay which
was a later addition. This bay forms an
entrance portico and sits on four
concrete stanchions.
The building is composed of a concrete
frame which is expressed on the
elevation and is clad with reconstituted
stone and dark grey profiled metal
cladding over the portico, with red PVC
framed windows. The original windows
are framed with painted steel. A similar
treatment is applied to the rest of the

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2004

office blocks with a reconstituted stone
and nap plaster elevation on the east
side. The rear block sits parallel to that
at the front and comprises an openplan office space, a canteen and toilets.
The symmetrically pitched five-bay
warehouse is located behind the office
building. Its structure consists of a steel
frame supporting a series of asymmetrically pitched roofs finished with
profiled metal decking. The warehouse
comprises network, cable and bulk and
transmission station stores, a locker
room, training centre and workshops.

6
25th March 2004

9

8

25th March 2004

25th March 2004

Limerick City Council - LIMERICK

7
25th March 2004

5. Staff canteen. 6. View of Vehicular Garage. 7. View of Office Area. 8. View of Conference Room. 9. View of Stores.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT
Market Square, Newcastlewest

Andrea Fox

Photographer:

Andrea Fox

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 5161/20+5161/16 ESB Ref: LK/C-N-5161/20+16
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only
Local

Categories
of Special Interest:
Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2004

2
25th March 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
A property comprising two sites on
either side of a lane in the centre of
Newcastlewest, consisting of a vernacular
style three-storey terraced retail unit with
offices originally constructed in 1920,
and a separate depot yard with store
building built in 1986.
Located on Market Square at the end of
Bishop Street, a laneway off Market
Place parallel to the square divides the
property. The local authority has charge
of this laneway and access is provided
for third parties. The shop and offices
face west onto Market Square.
The property comprises two sites on
either side of a laneway and consists of
shop, offices and a store building. The
original premises were constructed in
1920. Alterations were carried out in
1967. The store was built in 1986.
Description & Materials

County LIMERICK

3
25th March 2004

Shop & Office Building
The shop and office building consists of
a showroom, offices on two levels
above a showroom, with staff facilities
and stores to the rear. The upper floors
can be accessed independently from
the shop and are let to a legal practice.
The gross floor area of the shop and
offices is 345m2. The ground floor
covers most of the front site except for
a small yard area in a back corner giving
access to the lane via a sliding door. The
rear of the building comprises a single

4
25th March 2004

1. Shop Front. 2. Street Elevation. 3. Rear View. 4. Service Yard.

284

1
25th March 2004

storey flat roof which is roof lit. The roof
is supported by timber roof trusses
resting on solid masonry walls.
The rear single storey extension consists
of concrete blockwork supporting a flat
slab concrete roof.
The front elevation is in a traditional
style forming part of a three-storey
terrace in the vernacular shop style.
The elevation consists of three bays
comprising sash windows surrounded
by limestone cills and masonry, with
floor to ceiling glazing to the shop front
and a separate entrance to the
overhead offices.
Store & Yard
The depot yard is located on the other
side of the laneway and it comprises an
L-shaped store building surrounded by a
tarmacadam surfaced yard on two sides,
and adjoins the rear of a dry cleaning
business on Market Place. The total area
of the yard is 545.5m2. The yard can be
accessed directly off Market Place or
from the lane. The site is enclosed by a
concrete blockwork wall of varying
height. Also located in the yard are
diesel and oil tanks. The gross floor area
of the store is 101m2 and it is located
within the boundary of the yard. The
store is built on a L-shaped plan and is
constructed of solid concrete blockwork
supporting steel beams, timber joists
and corrugated sheet metal roof.
The site area is 0.08ha (0.2acres).

ESB Shop & Depot, Market Square, Newcastlewest.

285

County

LONGFORD

2 3

1

286

Contents

COUNTY LONGFORD
1
2
3

Lanesborough
Longford Retail Park, Unit 2, Longford
Richmond Street, Longford

288
292
293

County

LONGFORD

P OWER S TATION

S UBSTATION

D EPOT

O FFICE

S HOP

S TORE

V ISITOR C ENTRE

R ECREATIONAL /E DUCATIONAL

287

POWER STATION
Lanesborough

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O'Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2417A +

ESB Ref: LD-PG-2417/

2417C

A+2417/C

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 17th January 2004

✔
✔

Technical (T)

Summary
Lanesborough is a milled peat power
station located on the east bank of the
River Shannon at the north side of
Lough Ree. It was positioned at a
natural crossing in the river where the
Lanesborough bridge is located now.
The border between Roscommon and
Lanesborough runs across the bridge.

2
17th Jan 2004

County LONGFORD

3

Description & Materials
Background
The Lanesborough plant has a
significant history with its origins
stretching back to 1934 and the
establishment of the Turf Development
Board under the De Valera government
of the day. During the Second World
War, the State relied heavily on turf as a
source of energy and on many local
farmers who derived part of their living
by cutting and supplying sod turf to
ESB. At the end of the War, the
Government decided to embark on a
programme of expansion. In 1946 a
new semi-state body, Bord na Móna,
came into existence. It was given
extensive powers to acquire and
develop bogland for use as an
indigenous fuel.

1
17th Jan 2004

Generating Building
The Unit 1 generating main building is
1100m2 (approx) in plan area and
comprises a turbine hall with auxiliary
bay and adjacent offices, switch and a
boiler house with bunker bays. The
structure is clad with metal cladding,
glazed curtain walling and blockwork
on the external elevations. Each unit
consists of a large open volume of
accommodation with the corners of the
building glazed entirely. The side
elevation consists of metal cladding with
vertical strip curtain wall glazing.
Turbo-Alternator Units 1, 2 and 3
The station consists of three separate
developments. Unit 1 had a capacity of
20MW. It was commissioned in 1958
and was fired by sod peat. This unit
was decommissioned in 1982. Unit 2
has a capacity of 40MW. It was
commissioned in 1966 and is fired by
milled peat. Unit 3 has a capacity of
45MW electrical. It was commissioned
in 1983 and is fired by milled peat.
The three units are of steel structure
and metal cladding, the pedestal to
the turbo-alternator is constructed in
reinforced concrete.

17th Jan 2004

4
17th Jan 2004
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1. View of Generating Station with River Shannon in Foreground. 2. View of Chimney Towers in Foreground. 3. View of Units 1,2,3 of Generating Building.
4. View of Main Façade to Generating Building.

POWER STATION
Lanesborough

5

Date Of Survey: 17th January 2004

17th Jan 2004

Main Generating Hall/Auxiliary Bay
This is a steel-framed, pale grey, metal
clad structure with narrow vertical strip
curtain wall glazing at intervals. To the
front elevation, at the uppermost part
of the building, is a horizontal band of
glazing capped with a metal parapet.
The generating hall is 16.5m high while
the auxillary bay is 18.5m in height.
Both have a combined plan area of
490m2 approx. The east end of the
turbine hall opens into Unit 2. There is
a large gantry crane at high level in
the turbine hall. An annexe in the
northwest end of the hall is currently
used as a scaffold store. The ground
floor consists of a concrete slab with
several trenches with steel covers. These
trenches provide for cooling water
conveyance and pipe and cable services to
the now decommissioned plant.

Administration Building
The administration building was built in
1957 and extended along with Units 2
and Unit 3. The administration building
is of concrete structure with concrete
and glazed infill panels. The main
entrance is located in one of five glazed
and panelled bays. It is positioned
between blockwork fins with a canopy
overhanging the timber double doors
and glazing above and to each side of
the entrance doors. There are timber panels
to either bay adjacent to the entrance
bay and the remaining end bays are
glazed throughout. The surrounding
masonry structure consists of concrete
block with a dry dash finish. Smaller
windows are located in line with the

9

8

17th Jan 2004

17th Jan 2004

6
17th Jan 2004

7
17th Jan 2004

County LONGFORD

Boiler House/Bunker Bay
The external walls to the boiler house
are of concrete block with a dry dash
finish and curtain wall glazing above to
a height of 27m. This curtain wall
system is broken up with horizontal
steel bands externally. The roof is a flat
metal roofing system with safety rails
surrounding the roof perimeter.

The combined floor plan area of the
boiler house and the bunker bay is
450m2 approx. The boiler house roof
is at a height of 27m and the operating
floor is at 5.5m. Three access and circulation
floor levels above the operating floor
are in open grid flooring. Stairways are
constructed in structural steelwork
framing and open grid tread panels
provide access up through the boiler
house and access to the bunker bay top
deck level.

5. Main Office/Administration Annexee. 6. Main Entrance into Office Annexee. 7. Ash Removal Plant. 8. Main Turbine Hall. 9. Water Treatment Plant.
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POWER STATION
Lanesborough
(continued)

10

Date Of Survey: 17th January 2004

17th Jan 2004

bays below. This is a flat roofed structure
and adjoins the main generating building.
Offices/Workshops/Switch Bay.
The offices/workshops/switch bay block
is annexed on the south side of the
turbine hall and consists of a two-storey
steel-framed construction incorporating
concrete masonry block walls with steel
framed windows. This block is 160m2 in
plan area and 9m in height.
11
17th Jan 2004

County LONGFORD

12
17th Jan 2004

Control Room
The control room is situated on the second
floor of the Administration Building and
houses the control/communications
facility.
The internal area has a suspended
ceiling with recessed lighting and an
open area for the control equipment.
Blending Bunker
The blending bunker was constructed in
the early 1980s and is very similar to the
blending bunkers in Shannonbridge,
Ferbane and Rhode.
The fuel handling system comprises peat
wagon tipplers and conveyors. There are
also oil tanks for storage of auxiliary fuel
and a water treatment plant for processing
water prior to its storage and use in the
boilers.

Canteen & Mechanical Workshop
The canteen and mechanical workshop
was constructed in the 1980's and is of
concrete blockwork construction with
re-constituted masonry block finish.
The existing windows are of steel. Some
have been replaced with PVC units.
It is a flat roofed building in keeping
with the administration building and
workshop. It is a single storey building
with narrow vertical windows to the
canteen. The roof level of the adjoining
workshop is higher than the canteen
due to the roller shutter door located at
the front elevation for vehicular access.
Store
There is a small store located to the rear of
the site. It is a square masonry structure
with a flat roof and dry dash finish and
clerestory steel-framed glazing.
Current & Future Development
The existing milled peat power station
in Lanesborough, Co. Longford, will soon
be replaced by a new state-of-the-art
peat station currently under construction
nearby.
The production of electricity at the
existing station ceased on 31st March
2004. The plant has been undergoing
decommissioning since April 2004. The

13

14

17th Jan 2004

17 January 2004

10. View of Peat Wagons and Conveyors. 11. View of Blending Bunker. 12. Peat Wagon Tippler. 13. Canteen and Workshops. 14. Interior of Control Room.
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POWER STATION
Lanesborough
(continued)

15

Date Of Survey: 17th January 2004

17th Jan 2004

station is due to formally close in
February 2005. The station buildings
are scheduled for demolition. This
should commence during 2005.
Special Interest - Social
About 20 Bord Na Móna houses were
constructed by ESB outside Lanesborough.
ESB had a pitch & putt course which gave
access not only to ESB staff but also to the
public. A ‘Hot Water Stretch’ was created
from the cooling water outlet for the
station. This has provided a popular
fishing area for the town.
The ‘Hot Water Stretch’ is famous for
bream, tench, roach, pike, perch and eels.
The bank between the power station and
bridge has been revamped to facilitate
the fisherman, and now has 60 fishing
stands at the bridge, with 4 stands for
the disabled.
Lanesborough Station also contributes to
the local economy with the purchasing of
materials in Ireland where possible.

16
17th Jan 2004

17
17th Jan 2004

19

18

17th Jan 2004

17th Jan 2004

15. New Peat Station Under Construction. 16. Bronze Image of Power Station. 17. View from Longford Road of Existing Generation Station
with New Station in Foreground. 18. Cooling Water Pump House. 19. Existing Chimneys.
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Special Interest - Historical
Béal Atha Liag, the ancient name of
Lanesborough, says much about the
origins of this town. Translated the name
means the ‘mouth of the ford of the
flagstones’. Here the River Shannon is

faced with a ridge of limestone rock
where it enters Lough Ree. The resultant
ford provided the first crossing point on
the river north of Athlone and thereby
occasioned the first settlement of people
here. Lanesborough is in a pivoted
position located on the River Shannon
at the northern entrance to Lough Ree.
The town of Lanesborough is called
after the family name Lane who owned
large tracts of land in the vicinity.
Sir George Lane, whose lands of
Ballyleague and others in the county
of Longford, were created into the
manor of Lanesborough by a charter
of Charles II. The river divides
Lanesborough from Ballyleague which
is located in Co. Roscommon. The first
bridge across the river was made from
wattles. In the year 1706, a stone
bridge was built from the stones taken
from Geoffrey Meare’s Norman castle
which stood where the present car park
is situated. The existing bridge was built
in 1847 and was updated in 1970.
Lanesborough today has blossomed
into a thriving town with many facilities
for visitors and locals alike. It has long
been recognised as one of the foremost
angling centres in Ireland.
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ESB RETAIL
SUPERSTORE
Unit 2, Longford Retail Park.
Longford

Surveyors Name:
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Photographer:
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Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2295/17

ESB Ref: LD-SS-2295/17
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Date Of Survey: 9th July 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a retail unit in a larger
commercial building in Longford Retail
Park. The park is located in the centre of
Longford town and was built in 2001.
Description & Materials
The property comprises an open-plan
ground floor display/retail space with
ancillary accommodation, toilets, tearoom,
store and offices located to the rear of the
unit.
The shopfront consists of bays of floor
to ceiling glazing alternating between
panels of stretcher course buff coloured
brickwork. The first floor elevational
treatment consists of metal cladding
panels surrounding aluminium framed
windows and glazed cladding panels.

County LONGFORD

2
9th July 2003

3
9th July 2003

1. View of Front Elevation 2. View of Shop Interior 3. View of Side Elevation
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1
9th July 2003

The ground floor is finished in a yellow
brick with a steel framed glazed portico
to the front over the footpath. The
property is clad to the rear with
horizontal profiled metal cladding, over
ground floor stretcher course blockwork.
The property faces onto a car park and
is adjoined on either side by retail units.
The adjacent properties have raised
parapeted bays at first floor level
highlighting their entrances. The glazed
roof canopy is supported on a light steel
frame and serves to unify the entrance
façade and provides shelter along the
front of the building.
The rear of the property is accessed
from a service lane.

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2295/12

ESB Ref: LD-N-2295/12

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
9th July 2003

Summary
The property is a detached single storey
depot building comprising two bays
of pitched roofs on an L-shaped floor
plan. The building is located at the front
of a deep site with an external storage
area at the rear.
The property is situated alongside
industrial and commercial buildings with
housing adjoining the rear boundary.
It faces north onto Richmond Street in
Longford town.
This property was purchased in 1975
by ESB and was refurbished in 2002.

Richmond Street,
Longford

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 9th July 2003

The front elevation comprises rough
dash rendered blockwork and smooth
plaster bands with a high parapet
concealing the gables of the pitched
roofs. There is floor to ceiling glazing to
the showroom framed in aluminium.
A steel mesh has been added to many of
the rear windows for security purposes.
The roofs are covered by corrugated
sheeting.
The site is enclosed to the front by a
0.8m high blockwork wall and 2.2m
high palisade fencing and chain link
fencing to the rear. The site also contains
overhead power lines, petrol pumps
and a radio mast. Car parking is provided to the front, and the rear yard is
accessed via metal palisade gates. A
pole storage area is located to the rear
of the site which is surrounded by trees
and shrubs.
The property prior to purchase by ESB
was formerly a garage.
The total area of the site is 0.54ha
(1.34acres).
2
9th July 2003

3

County LONGFORD

Description & Materials
This single storey building comprises a
former showroom, offices, storage rooms,
canteen, toilets and telecommunications
room, all contained under two pitched
roofed bays. The gross floor area of the
building is 583.6m2. The treatment of
the interior consists of plastered ceilings
and vinyl onto concrete floors. Structurally the building comprises a cast insitu concrete floor slab with concrete
blockwork and piers supporting pitched
steel trusses. The steel trussed roof supports two pitched roofs over two adjoining
bays of the building.

ESB DEPOT

9th July 2003

1. View of Front and Side Elevation 2. View of Front Elevation 3. View of Rear Elevation

293

County

LOUTH

4 5 6

1

294

2 3

Contents

COUNTY LOUTH
1
2
3
4
5
6

Ardee, Barrett’s Lane
Drogheda, M1 Industrial Park/Newgrange Business Park, Drogheda Rd.
Drogheda, West Street
Dundalk, Main Centre, Avenue Road
Dundalk, Chapel Street
Dundalk, Unit 37, Long Walk Shopping Centre

296
298
299
300
302
304

County

LOUTH

P OWER S TATION

S UBSTATION

D EPOT

O FFICE

S HOP

S TORE

V ISITOR C ENTRE

R ECREATIONAL /E DUCATIONAL

295

Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
Barrett’s Lane, Ardee

Dave Naughton

Photographer:
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O.S. Ref: 2010/11

ESB Ref: LH-N-2010/11
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Date Of Survey: 25th March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A detached single storey flat roofed
depot building built in 1976 on a
rectangular plan with an ESB Retail
Shop (now closed), which opens onto
Barrett’s Lane, off Castle Street, in the
centre of Ardee. Barrett’s Lane connects
Castle Street and Jervis Street. The site
adjoins the rear of retail premises on
Castle Street and it is adjacent to the
site of the town wall. The property was
acquired in 1972.
2
25th Mar 2003

3

County LOUTH

25th Mar 2003

4
25th Mar 2003

Description & Materials
There is one single storey flat roofed
building located on the site adjacent to
the boundary. The building is designed
in a modern 1970’s flat roofed commercial style. The present use of the entire
property is as an ESB depot; however a
shop was originally incorporated into the
building which could be accessed from
Barrett’s Lane. This is no longer in use as
a retail premises. A telecommunications
mast is located next to the rear
boundary beside the building. The
height of the boundary wall on Barrett’s
Lane is 2.87m.
The building consists of a store, workshop, offices, kitchen, toilets and a
disused showroom. A storage area is
provided externally at the southern end

1
25th Mar 2003

of the building with the front wall of the
building projecting beyond the end bay
providing a screened area. The former
showroom can be entered directly from
Barrett’s Lane. Structurally the building
comprises a seven-bay steel frame on a
raised cast in-situ concrete platform/
plinth and enclosed by a fair faced
concrete outer leaf supporting a corrugated
metal roof.
The elevational treatment consists of
aluminium framed floor to ceiling glazing
to shopfront elevation on Barrett’s Lane
and full height brickwork on either side.
The rest of the openings are framed with
timber, and doors are of hardwood.
The yard is covered with a compacted
gravel surface. There are concrete block
boundary walls and there is a palisade
double entrance gate.
The gross floor area of the building
is 228m2.
The total area of the site is 0.17ha
(0.44 acres).
Special Interest - Historical
The property is situated next to the site
of the town wall and is enclosed on this
side by a laneway called The Boat
Trench which formerly surrounded this
wall. In the 1400s turf was taken from
the great bog by raft down the River
Dee to be sold in the town. It is this area
which is known as the Boat Trench.
The River Dee flows through the town.
The Táin Bó Cuailgne is a famous legend
which tells of how Cúchulainn and
Ferdia, two brave Irish warriors, fought
each other to the death at a ford on the
river. The fight ended with Cúchulainn
killing his best friend and it is said that
Ferdia is buried in a field beside the ford.
The story has given its name to Ardee (Áth Fhirdia/Ford of Ferdia) - and also
Ferdia Park and Cúchulainn Terrace.
The public sculpture by Ann Hugh of
Cúchullain in bronze and steel is located
in the town.

1. Showroom Elevation to Barrett’s Lane. 2. Front Elevation and Yard. 3. Side View. 4. Entrance with Ardee Castle in Background.
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Ardee - Sculpture ‘Cúchulainn’ by Ann Hugh.
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O.S. Ref: 2318/25

ESB Ref: LH-N-2318/25

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 28th August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A detached single storey depot building
located on a square site in an industrial
estate on the outskirts of Drogheda near
the M1 Motorway to the west. The parking
areas are bounded by planting on three
sides.

2
28th Aug 2003

The property adjoins other industrial
units and the rear boundary is located
next to a surface water attenuation pond.
The front of the site faces southwest.
This premises was built in 1999/2000
and replaced the earlier premises at the
Fairgreen, Drogheda.
Description & Materials
The depot is a single storey pitched
roof building comprising an open-plan
office, canteen, workshops, locker room
and toilets, telecom room and a store.
The plan is such that the accommodation
is located off a central corridor with a
storage space to the rear. The telecommunications room is accessed
independently from the rest of the
building. A concrete footpath surrounds
the building.

3

County LOUTH

28th Aug 2003

4
28th Aug 2003

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. Front and Side Elevation. 3. Side Elevation. 4. View of Reporting Room.
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1
28th Aug 2003

A telecommunications mast is located
in the rear corner. The site is square in
plan with parking located to the front
and a large depot yard and storage area
to the side. Car parking is located to
one side with vehicular parking located
on the other. A surface water attenuation
pond is located to one side at the rear
of the site.
The rear of the site is enclosed by
2.4m high palisade fence with precast
concrete kerb.
Construction consists of a concrete portal
frame building supporting a profiled
metal deck roof clad with red brickwork
to the front elevation and concrete
blockwork and nap plaster render to the
rear and side elevations. The roof is
covered with profiled metal cladding.
The window units are PVC double
glazed with opening sashes fitted with
permavents. There are translucent roof
panels over the stores area. A large
roller shutter door gives access to the
storeroom at the rear.

Surveyors Name:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 2319/16

ESB Ref: LH-SS-2319/16

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
27th Aug 2003

Summary
A five-bay two-storey retail unit and
office faced with brown brick forming
part of a terrace of three-storey period
buildings on West Street between
Dominick Street and Stockwell Lane. The
building was constructed in 1989.
ESB purchased the property in 1987.
An arched laneway to the side provides
access to a rear yard. The ground slopes
down towards the back of the site.
Description & Materials
The present use of the entire property
is as an ESB retail shop, store and yard,
with the first floor office space leased.
The building consists of a showroom,
office and store on the ground floor.
There is also accommodation at basement level at the rear of the shop. The
offices on the first floor can be accessed
directly from the street. There is an
archway to the side which provides
vehicular access to a yard at the rear of
the building. The gross floor area of the
building is 367.7m2. The shopfront is
set back slightly from the footpath with
the first floor overhanging the footpath.

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
West Street, Drogheda

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

framed windows to the shopfront and
steel framed side double gates to the
rear yard with upright steel posts.
The first floor openings are also framed
with aluminium and have precast concrete cills. There are aluminium framed
double glazed windows to offices with
soldier course brickwork cills. The front
elevation is clad with a brown brickwork outer leaf. Solid concrete blockwork
with nap plaster finish is applied to the
external elevation to the sides and rear.
A precast concrete capping is applied to
the top of the parapet.

Date Of Survey: 27th August 2003

2
27th Aug 2003

Structurally the building is composed of
concrete blockwork supporting a cast
in-situ slab first floor and cast in-situ
concrete flat roof. There is a solid
concrete retaining wall to side of lower
ground floor level.
The site area is 0.04ha (0.1acres).

County LOUTH

The ground floor elevation is slightly
recessed with floor to ceiling aluminium

1. View of West Street. 2. Shopfront Elevation. 3. Rear Elevation.4. View of Showroom.
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ESB Ref: LH-N-7/10
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Date Of Survey: 19th March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
There are three buildings on the site,
a modern two-storey administration
building, a single storey storage and
workshop building, and a part two-storey
garage building the walls are generally
grey in colour. All window framing and
exposed structure is white.

2

1
19th March 2003

Description & Materials
There are three buildings on the site
together with an ESB mast toward the
west of the site and a security hut
located at the main vehicular entrance.

The building serves as an ESB main centre
and depot and was the former district
headquarters. It was constructed in 1989.
The architects were Scott Tallon Walker.

19th March 2003

3
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19th March 2003

4
19th March 2003
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1. Front and Side Elevation of Administration Building. 2. Front Elevation of Administration Building onto Avenue Road.
3. Main Entrance into Administration Building. 4. View of Foyer.

ESB
MAIN CENTRE
Avenue Road, Dundalk

5
19th March 2003

Administration Building
This is a two-storey rectangular, linear
metal clad building with office accommodation on both floors. It has a metal
flat roof, metal wall cladding and
modular aluminium glazing system to
ground and first floor. The main entrance
foyer has double height feature glazing.
There are two feature columns to either
side of the main entrance. Inside the
foyer there is a feature stairwell. The
accommodation consists of a central
spine corridor with cellular offices
generally. There is one main rear access
into the yard area and two stairwells at
either end of the building. The area of
the administration building is 1502m2.

has a metal sheeting finish. There are
aluminium framed windows to the
annexe elevation facing into the yard
area. On this elevation there is a sectional loading door. The rear elevation
consists of grey blockwork with two
access doors to either end.
Garage Building
This is a single storey building with a
small two-storey office area. The front
elevation consists of grey blockwork
finish. The building has five up-andover sectional access doors with vision
panels. There is aluminium framed sloping
clerestory glazing to this elevation. The
structure consists of a steel portal frame.
The sectional doors to the north end of
the building access a tool workshop with
spray booth at the mezzanine level.

6
19th March 2003

The total site area is 4.34ha (10.71 acres).

7
19th March 2003

9

8

19th March 2003

19th March 2003

5. View of Storage & Workshop Building, Depot Yard and Mast. 6. Canopy Pavillion.
7. Security Building. 8. External View of Garage. 9. Interior View of Garage.

County LOUTH

Storage & Workshop Building
This is a single double height rectangular
stores building annexed by a smaller flat
roofed workshop building. It contains
one telecommunications room within
the main store area. Construction
consists of a steel portal frame and
blockwork outer leaf. There is aluminium
framed sloping clere storey glazing to
this elevation. The roof consists of lightweight profiled metal cladding on steel
purlins. The flat roof to the workshop

Date Of Survey: 19th March 2003
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Date Of Survey: 25th March 2003

2
25th March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consists of a detached twostorey, administration building, positioned
centrally on a square site, with a number
of additional storage and office structures
adjacent. There is also a two-storey portacabin to the rear of the administration
block. The administration building was
built in 1947.
Located in a largely residential area, the
site has been divided into two enclosed
yards and is completely enclosed by a
concrete block wall and precast concrete
piers with chain link fencing.

County LOUTH

3

5

25th March 2003

25th March 2003

4
25th March 2003
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1. Main Entrance to Complex. 2. Administration Building Elevation. 3. Administration Building Entrance.
4. Gable Elevation to Administration Building. 5. Feature Roof Vent.

1
25th March 2003

The building serves as an ESB administration building.
Formerly the ESB District Headquarters,
in 1986, Chapel Street became the northeastern Regional Headquarters. In 1989
all operations were transferred to the
new premises on Avenue Road. In 1995
the ESB Retail Shop was moved from
here to the Longwalk Shopping Centre.
Currently the building is used as an
administration facility.

ESB
ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING
& DEPOT
Chapel Street, Dundalk
6
25th March 2003

The property is located near the Cathedral
in the centre of Dundalk and is accessed
via the old Dundalk Municipal Technical
School (built in 1906).
Description & Materials
Administration Building
This pitched roof building, built on a
north/south axis, houses administration
offices positioned off a central corridor
running the length of the building. The
original building structure has been
added to, allowing for extra storage and
garage spaces with offices overhead.
The main building is of solid masonry
brick construction supporting pitched
timber roof trusses and selected slate
roof finish on timber battens.
The long elevation of the administration
building faces the entrance to the yard.
It consists of a series of large windows
set between red brick piers. Wall finishes
consist of red brick piers and recessed
panels of red brick with cement plaster
finish surrounding green painted frames
and double glazed PVC windows.
External doors are solid hardwood
timber panelled with hardwood frames
and green painted finish.

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2003

The side elevations are composed of
selected painted render finish to the lower
band with selected brickwork finish above
with arched header course brickwork
surrounds to the side windows.
Store Buildings & Substation
To one side of the site is a long monopitched building which culminates in a
small substation near the main entrance.
They are designed in a plain rendered
1940’s/1950’s modern architectural style.
7

Portacabin & Yard
The rear yard houses storage sheds and a
two-storey flatroofed portacabin providing additional storage and office space.
Parking for ESB vehicles and machinery is
provided for in the rear yard.

25th March 2003

Additional stores have been built at the
perimeter wall.
Special Interest - Historical
The old Dundalk Power Station was
originally located in these buildings. It
was taken over by ESB in 1927 from
Dundalk Urban District Council. Subsequently these premises served as the
district headquarters for this area.

8

10

9

25th March 2003

25th March 2003

6. Administration Building - Main Elevation. 7. Administration Building - Elevation of Rear Extension.
8. Substation. 9. Store Buildings. 10. Administration Building - Rear Elevation.
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25th March 2003
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Date Of Survey: 25th March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consists of a retail unit at
street level in the Longwalk Shopping
Centre in Dundalk. The unit is located
externally at the front of the centre near
the main entrance. There is a metal and
glass canopy running along the front of
the centre above the shopfronts.

2
25 March 2003

1
25 March 2003

aluminium framing. There is a suspended
ceiling in the showroom. Externally
there is ESB Shop signage in raised
metal lettering.

Description & Materials
The unit consists of a showroom at the
front and a cash/enquiries counter and
staff accommodation at the rear. There
is a double leaf front door and a large
shop window, both in glazed white

3

County LOUTH

25 March 2003

4
25 March 2003

1. View of Longwalk Shopping Centre. 2. View of Shopfront. 3. Front Elevation of Shop Unit. 4. Interior of Showroom.
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View of Typical ESB Networks Depot Compound Area with Telecommunications Mast, Avenue Road, Dundalk
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
Achill Sound, Achill

Ray Hestor

Photographer:

Ray Hestor

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1774/A + C

ESB Ref: MO-N-1774/A+C

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 22nd August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A detached modern single storey, flat
roofed office and workshop located in
Achill Sound adjacent to a petrol station.
The structures on the property were constructed in 1971.

2
22nd Aug 2003

Description & Materials
The single storey office and workshop
structure consists of masonry block walls
supporting concrete slab roof covered
with asphalt. There is brown stone
facing to part of the front of the
building and roughcast white pebble
dash to the remaining façades. The
fascia is a brown plaster finish with
protruding eaves detail revealing clerestory

3
22nd Aug 2003

County MAYO

4
22nd Aug 2003

1. Front Elevation. 2. Side Elevation. 3. Detail of Entrance Façade. 4. Rear Elevation.
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1
22nd Aug 2003

windows over part of the building and
stonework facing to front elevation.
The building itself is located towards
the front of the site but is set back
slightly from the road providing offstreet carparking for staff. A double galvanised steel gate at the side of the
building provides access to the yard.
This building contains offices, a workshop,
a garage and locker room.
The remainder of the site is used for
temporary storage. Also located on the
site are a hoist and diesel pump with
underground fuel tank.
The site area is 0.08ha (0.2 acres).

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1386/01

ESB Ref: MO-N-1386/01

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
24th Aug 2003

Summary
The property consists of a retail shop,
area supervisor’s office accommodation,
and a depot and storage yard at the
rear. The retail shop fronts onto Teeling
Street with access to the yard from the
rear and side.
The main building consists of a twostorey pitched roof building with
a single storey rear extension with flat
roofed link from the two-storey structure.
It houses the retail shop to the front
fronting onto Teeling Street, and the
area supervisor’s and depot office
accommodation at the rear and at first
floor overhead.
The site was purchased by ESB in 1957
and the main building was constructed
in 1978.
The various outbuildings in the service
yard are all single storey. These consist
of a general store, a vehicular shed and
drying room under construction to be
completed August 2004, a lean-to radio
building, and a covered bootwash area.
There is a telecommunications mast
with two equipment rooms at the base.

Archaeological (AG)

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT
Teeling Street, Ballina

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Description & Materials
Main Building
The main building façade is divided by a
two-storey recess for the main staircase.
The shopfront opening is in the shape of
an arch with shopfront and front door
recessed within. The building is of concrete
block construction with timber trussed
rafter roofs. Wall finishes to the front
façade are painted tyrolean finish render
and smooth render plinth with vertical
hung blue-black fibre cement slates to
the first floor. To the rear, wall finishes
consist of painted render and the roof
finish consist of blue-black fibre cement
slates to the front roof, asphalt on the
link roof and asbestos sheets to the rear
extension. The retail shop has a brown
powder coated aluminium door and shopfront window. Elsewhere windows are
black or white pvc single glazed units.
Window cills are generally precast concrete
and painted.
Store Building
The store building is a single storey
pitched roof structure of precast concrete
frame construction, grey profiled steel
cladding to the roof, gable and upper
walls. The lower walls consist of rendered
concrete block wall.

2
24th Aug 2003

3
24th Aug 2003

4

County MAYO

Vehicular Shed & Drying Room
The new vehicular shed is a long rectangular pitched roofed structure with
steel frame and grey profiled steel
cladding to walls and roof.
Boundary walls to the service yard consist
of rendered concrete walls with palisade
fence panels to the northern side and
old coursed local stone to the southern
side.
The main building floor area is 384m2.
At the rear there is a depot service yard
and car park with outbuildings. Behind
the service yard is a pole storage and
general stores area.
The site area is 0.89ha (2.2 acres)

Date Of Survey: 24th August 2003

24th Aug 2003

1. View along Teeling Street. 2. Front Elevation. 3. Rear Elevation. 4. Service Yard.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB OFFICES
& DEPOT

Ray Hestor

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2533/10

ESB Ref: MO-N-2533/10

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

The Commons, Ballinrobe

Ray Hestor

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 24th July 2003

2
24th July 2003

1

Technical (T)

Summary
The premises consists of a two-storey
mid-terrace, double fronted property
used as offices to the front and service
yard to the rear. The property is fronting onto the Corn Market and is centrally
located within a terrace of similar properties. The terrace was originally constructed in the early 20th Century with
a single storey extension in 1978 and
delivery platform access from rear built
in 1979.
Description & Materials
The premises consists of a two-storey
five-bay property originally constructed
as a residential dwelling. Fenestration
to front elevation is symmetrically

24th July 2003

organised about a central entrance
door, hallway and stairs. The original
fireplaces and chimney stacks have
been removed.
There are blue-black fibre cement roof
tiles and painted smooth external rendered walls. There are two-pane vertical
sliding sash timber windows and a
contemporary reproduction six-panel
timber front door.
There is a single storey flat roof extension
to rear with underground diesel storage
tanks, pumps and delivery platform access
from rear yard.

3
24th July 2003

County MAYO

4
24th July 2003

1. View South-East along The Common. 2. View from The Common. 3. Front Elevation. 4. View of Rear Yard.
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Bellacorrick Power Station, Co. Mayo - Silhouette View of Power Station and Chimneys.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB
POWER STATION
Bellacorick Power Station,
Bellacorick

Judith Doherty

Photographer:

Judith Doherty

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 0830+0832

ESB Ref: MO-PG-0830+0832

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 16th September 2003

✔

Technical (T)

Summary
This peat fuelled power station is set in
a remote landscape in Co. Mayo. It was
built in 1962 and comprises a cooling
tower, boiler house and generating hall.
Bellacorick is in the northwest tip of Co.
Mayo, approximately halfway between
Belmullet and Ballina. The plant is
located about 12 miles from Crossmolina.
The power station is located on a flat site
on the edge of the River Owenmore.

1
16th Sep 2003

Construction of the Bellacorick Station
began in May 1958, with the first generating
unit commissioned in November 1962,
and the second unit in January 1963.
Each unit provides 20MW of capacity to
produce a total generating capacity for
the station of 40MW.

2
16th Sep 2003

3
16th Sep 2003

County MAYO

4
16th Sep 2003

1. Elevation Main Generating Building. 2. View of Main Generating Building and Extract Chimneys. 3. Cooling Tower. 4. Detail of Door to Base of Cooling Tower.
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ESB
POWER STATION
Bellacorick Power Station,
Bellacorick

5
16th Sep 2003

Description & Materials
Generating Hall
The main walls to the generating hall,
boiler house and engine room, consist
of a patent glazed window system with
slim sections containing obscure glass,
and corrugated cladding sheets fixed
vertically. Both are fixed to steel cladding
rails which in turn are fixed to the steel
frame of the building. The cladding sheets
are fixed in horizontal bands in the
façade of the generating hall, with one
elevation fully clad. A continuous rail for
a window cleaning apparatus is located
at cornice level, and there are safety
railings to all high level rooftop
perimeters.
There are two 20,000KW turboalternators manufactured by De Laval
Ljungstrom driven by two boilers capable
of producing 210,000 pounds of steam
per hour from the pulverised milled
peat. The two boilers are manufactured
by Babcock and Wilcox.
The peat is supplied by Bord Na Móna
with the generating station burning
milled peat obtained from the 7,000
acres of developed bogland in the area.
A railway transports the milled peat to

Date Of Survey: 16th September 2003

the boilers. As required it is loaded
into eight-ton railway wagons. The
wagons are then conveyed to the station
by diesel locomotives where they are
unloaded onto a belt conveying system
which delivers the peat to the boilers.
The generating hall, boiler house and
engine room all have flat roofs
consisting of patent metal deck roofing
sheets with patent glazed lanterns, and
ventilators where appropriate, fixed to
the steel girder main frame.
Cooling Tower
Approaching from Ballina, the station’s
cooling tower can clearly be seen from
a distance. It is a reinforced concrete
hyperbolic tower, 88m (290ft) in height
and 64m (210ft) internal diameter at
the base. The site is dominated by the
cooling tower which is located on the
right of the entrance to the station.
Administration Building
The office block, workshops and canteen
comprise walls of precast concrete
block and external brown render finish,
and form a base to the generating hall.
The walls to the canteen consist of
precast concrete wall construction with
reconstituted stone blockwork finish

8

16th Sep 2003

16th Sep 2003

7
16th Sep 2003

5. Interior View of Generating Hall. 6. Cooling Tower Structural Detail. 7. Detail of Extract Chimneys and Conveyor Belt.
8. Peat Wagon Tipper. 9. Base of Cooling Tower.

County MAYO

9

6
16th Sep 2003

313

ESB
POWER STATION
Bellacorick Power Station,
Bellacorick
(continued)

Date Of Survey: 16th September 2003

10
16th Sep 2003

externally and smooth rendered painted
finish internally. The control building
and office building consist of steel frame
construction with two-tone brown,
textured concrete blockwork external
skin.

11
16th Sep 2003

Windows to the office block, control
building, canteen and stores consist of
patent glazed units generally with precast
concrete window cills and patent
smooth 3/4" render reveals to the window
openings. There are examples of ribbon
glazing in some of the outbuildings.
Doors generally are hardwood and
vertically sheeted, set in openings with
patent smooth 3/4" render reveals. The
larger doors to the control building and
engine room consist of large steel
‘Bolton’ – type industrial doors.
The roofs to the control building, office
block, canteen and stores are all flat,
consisting of two coat asphalt on
lightweight concrete screed laid-to-falls
on a ribbed concrete slab roof structure.
The pump house is a concrete block
masonry clad single storey building
with high level glazing surrounded by
metal cladding at the upper level. The
building has a flat roof and an access to
the front and rear elevations only

County MAYO

12

13

16th Sep 2003

16th Sep 2003

accessing external plant. It is located
to the opposite roadside as the Power
Station and by the edge of the
River Owenmore.
External Areas
At the side of the station, there are two
separate steel chimneys with the
aluminium clad ductwork feeding from
the main generating hall into the
chimneys. There are large ash ponds
and a tippler located on the far right of
the site with the store and outbuildings
behind the generating hall at the back
of the site.
Garage
The garage, a single storey flat roofed
structure accessed by two sets of
folding doors, consists of precast concrete block and rendered external
brown render finish consistent with the
administration block.
Office Buildings & Small Stores
The walls to the stores and outbuildings
are of various construction including
precast concrete wall construction with
a red/brown pebbledash render finish.
The remainder are the same construction
as the generating hall with the twotone blockwork on steel frame.

10. Peat Conveyor/Hopper. 11. View of Milled Peat. 12. Mechanical Plant and Conveyor. 13. Base of Cooling Tower.
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ESB
POWER STATION
Bellacorick Power Station,
Bellacorick
(continued)
14
16th Sep 2003

Tippler & Conveyors
The fuel handling system comprises
peat wagon tipplers and conveyors with
the peat transported by a rail system to
be overturned within the tippler before
travelling by conveyor to the boiler
house within the generating building.
Special Interest - Social
ESB through the lifetime of the station
have greatly contributed to the community
and has created local employment in
Crossmolina and nearby towns; also in
the supply of peat where the station
used 300,000 tons of peat per year. The
Corrick Bridge, also known as ‘The
Musical Bridge’, has become an object
of curiosity, it was built in 1820 and
bears the following inscription:

Date Of Survey: 16th September 2003

An early 19th Century description of the
bridge describes it as the largest and
best built bridge in Mayo. It was begun
in 1820 and finished the following year.
Music is produced from this bridge in
two different ways. First, by rolling a
stone along the parapet on either side.
As the stone drops along, musical notes
are produced in rapid succession.
The second method is to hold the stone
in your hand and to strike it on
the slabs, which form the coping of the
parapet, hitting each slab as you go
along drawing back the hand immediately
after striking. Each slab gives forth its
own peculiar note and a wonderful
musical scale is produced.

‘By order of the Grand Jury, Right Hon.
Denis Browne, Foreman. This bridge
was designed and built by William Bald,
Civil Engineer, 1820’.
The present day road from Castlebar to
Belmullet was built around this time.
The section from Bellacorick to Ballina was
built at a later stage. The bridge has four
elliptical arches, each 30ft apart, with
battlements nearly 400ft long.

15
16th Sep 2003

15

16th Sep 2003

16th Sep 2003

County MAYO

16

14. Elevated View of Pump House. 15. Silhouette of Cooling Towers and Extract Chimneys. 16. Rear View of Pumphouse.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT
Church Street, Belmullet

Ray Hestor

Photographer:

Ray Hestor

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1047/D

ESB Ref: MO-N-1047/D

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 21st August 2003

2
21st Aug 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consists of a two-storey
retail shop to the front of the site onto
Church Street and a single storey
workshop to the rear of the site with a
storage yard for equipment within the
site. There is access to the rear from the
vehicular gates onto Church Street to
one side of the main building. The
neighbouring buildings are mainly
residential. The property was purchased
in 1968.
Description & Materials
Retail Shop/Main Building
The main building is a two-storey masonry
structure with a cream coloured
rendered finish and a blue timber
surround to the shopfront. The building
has a traditional slated roof finish
consistent with the streetscape.
The upper level windows are PVC,
painted white, with the window recess

3
21st Aug 2003

County MAYO

4
21st Aug 2003

1. Elevation to Street. 2. View of Interior. 3. View of Yard to Rear. 4. Elevation to Rear.
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1
21st Aug 2003

painted blue. Window cills are generally
precast concrete and painted. The
ground floor showroom glazing to the
front elevation is in dark blue painted
timber and extends the full width of the
showroom. There is a single storey
annexe to the rear elevation with separate
access.
The main building floor area is 162m2.
Store Building
The store building is a single storey flat
roof structure with walls of rendered
concrete block. The access is through
double timber doors with painted blue
finish. The floor area is 79m2
The yard area is largly used for
the storage of networks equipment,
and also contains a diesel pump,
underground storage tank, a telecommunications pole and a winch.
The site area is 0.04ha (0.11 acres)

Surveyors Name:

Ray Hestor

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1964/14

ESB Ref: MO-N-1964/14

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
22nd Aug 2003

Summary
The property is an end-of-terrace, fourbay, two-storey traditional style shop
and office building. It consists of a series
of pitched roofs to the front with a depot
area to rear containing a storage unit
single storey offices and workshop unit.
It is located near the centre of the town
at the edge of the commercial area.
The rear service yard and depot adjoin
the site that is accessed mainly by Richard
Street. The building was constructed in
1989/90. The architects were Building
Consultancy Group.

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP,
DEPOT & STORE
Lower Charles Street, Castlebar

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 22nd August 2003

The structure consists of a series of four
timber pitched roofs supported on a
reinforced concrete frame. The side
elevation therefore appears as a series
of pitched gable ends. Pedestrian access
to the yard is provided at the side of the
shop building on Lower Charles Street.
Office and Workshop
The office and workshop are located to
the rear of the site next to the store.
This single storey flat roofed building
houses garage, workshops and staff
areas. The structure consists of masonry
blockwork. The gross floor area of the
building is 133.9m2. This building was
erected in 1990.
Store Building
The store building located to the rear of
the site consists of profiled metal roofing resting on pitched structural steel
trusses supported on a concrete ring
beam and concrete columns. A steel
roller shutter is provided to the front of
the building. The walls are finished in
roughcast render with smooth render
bands and plinth. The gross floor of the
building is 19m2.

2
22nd Aug 2003

3
22nd Aug 2003

The site area is 0.45ha (1.13 acres).

4

County MAYO

Retail Shops and Offices
The property houses the branch headquarters, a retail shop, storage and
workshop facilities. This two-storey endof-terrace building is larger than surrounding structures but is in keeping
with the forms of the traditional retail
buildings in the locality. The sales area is
located to the front of the building with
staff areas and stores to the rear. The
offices are located on the first floor. The
front elevation comprises of cement
plastered blockwork. The floor to ceiling
glazing to the shopfront is framed in
painted aluminium. Four aluminiumframed windows provide light to the first
floor area.

Ray Hestor

Photographer:

22nd Aug 2003

1. Elevation to Street. 2. View of Showroom. 3. View of Yard to Rear. 4. Stores Building.
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Surveyors Name:

David Naughton

Photographer:

David Naughton

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1790/7+8+12+13 ESB Ref: MO-N-1790/

ESB DEPOT

7+8+12+13
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Chapel Street, Swinford

Record Only

Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 16th September 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A single storey flat roofed commercial
building on an L-shaped plan built in
1974 on a site in Swinford town with a
rear depot yard accessed through
galvanised steel palisade gates. The
property is situated along the main
street in Swinford town next to
Swinford Mercy Primary School. The
building forms the front and side
boundary of the property.
2
16th Sep 2003

Description & Materials
The building is comprised of a showroom, workshop, store, offices and
toilets on an L-shaped plan with a gross
floor area of 190m2. Structurally it
comprises concrete cavity walls with a

3
16th Sep 2003

County MAYO

4
16th Sep 2003

1. View of Depot from Street. 2. Elevation to Street. 3. Side View. 4. View of Yard to Rear.
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1
16th Sep 2003

concrete cast in-situ floor and concrete
flat roof. The external treatment consists of fair-faced grey stretcher course
brickwork outer leaf with aluminium
framed windows. Floor to ceiling
glazing is applied to the showroom.
The rear external blockwork has a
pebbledash finish and timber panelled
doors and frames throughout.
The present use of the entire property is
as a storage and temporary depot.
A fuel pump, underground storage tank
and a pole with telecommunications
aerial are also located on the site.
The site area is 0.07ha (0.18 acres).

Surveyors Name:

Ray Hestor

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 2078/15

ESB Ref: MO-SS-2078/15

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
24th July 2003

Summary
The property is a two-storey contemporary
retail shop with offices and ancillary
storage accommodation. Built in 1980
with a decorative shopfront from 1994.
There is an extension to the rear dating
from 1979.
Description & Materials
The building is a two-storey, three-bay
development and forms part of a
continuous street terrace utilising stepped
junctions with adjoining terraced
buildings. The proportions, scale and
fenestration are in keeping with the
typical provincial town commercial
vernacular.

Ray Hestor

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& OFFICES
Bridge Street, Westport

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 24th July 2003

The ground floor consists of a traditional
timber shopfront with anodised bronze
shopfront glazing system.
The roof finish consists of blue-black
fibre cement tiles and the front walls are
finished in painted smooth render.
The upper window reveals are finished
in raised decorative render. The
property has a rear extension which is
used for storage. It has corrugated
cement sheeting to roof and smooth
rendered finish to solid masonry walls.

2
24th July 2003

3
24th July 2003

County MAYO

4
24th July 2003

1. Elevation to Street. 2. Detail of Shopfront. 3. Window Detail to Street. 4. View of Rear of Building.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
Main Street, Enfield

David Naughton

Photographer:

David Naughton

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 48/14+3054/C

ESB Ref: MH-N-48/14+3054/C

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A detached single storey pitched roofed
depot building with hipped ends, built
in 1990. It is located towards the front
of the site facing south onto Main
Street on a depot site containing an
additional storage building. The property
was acquired in 1989. The architects
were ESB International.

2
25th March 2003

3

County MEATH

25th March 2003

Description & Materials
The present use of the entire property
is as a retail shop, administration,
depot and store. The property consists
of external storage areas, a telecommunications mast, a diesel storage
tank in addition and two detached
single storey buildings on the site.
There is provision for customer car
parking at the front of the site.
The Administration Building
This building comprises workshops, a
shop, toilets, a locker room and a communications room, located off a central
corridor on a rectangular plan. The
gross floor area of the store is 78.65m2.
There are timber framed doors and
windows to the shop and yellow
stretcher course brickwork applied
throughout.

4
25th March 2003

1. Front Elevation. 2. Side Elevation. 3. Reception. 4. Rear Store.
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1
25th March 2003

The gross floor area of the administration building is 291m2. Structurally
the building comprises a pitched and
hipped concrete tile roof on supporting
timber pitched trusses which rests on
cavity walls with brickwork outer leaf.
The floor is an in-situ concrete floor.
Store
The store building is located in the rear
yard next to the compound, loading
bay and diesel storage tank.
It comprises a detached single storey
three-bay pitched roof building on a
rectangular plan. It is composed of cavity
wall construction with concrete block
work piers supporting pitched steel
trusses with brick and profiled metal
deck cladding and a cast in-situ concrete
floor.
The site area is 0.34ha (0.85 acres).

Surveyors Name:

David Naughton

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 2310/13+18

ESB Ref: MH-N-2310/13+18

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

Farrell Street, Kells

Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 18th March 2003

band, with the front door set slightly
back from the street. The showroom is
glazed at the side elevations by two
glass block panels. The rear accommodation is accessed independently
directly form the yard.
The site area is 0.07 ha (0.18 acres).
The building is presently unused.

2
18th March 2003

3

County MEATH

The building comprises a showroom,
offices, a canteen, toilets and a
communications room, and has a gross
floor area of 183m2. The shop is rectangular in plan and follows the line of
the adjoining buildings. The front elevation
is composed of large aluminium framed
windows surrounded by red stretcher
course brickwork and a smooth plaster

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT

Social (SO)

18th March 2003

Description & Materials
The site has one single storey building
located towards the front of the site.
The building forms part of a broken
terrace facing north onto Farrell Street.
The property occupies a deep site which
is inclined toward the rear of the site
and is enclosed by a 2m high galvanised
steel palisade fence over a random
rubble wall at the rear boundary. The
building adjoins a two storey redbricked pitched roofed commercial
property to one side. Vehicular access is
provided to the rear depot yard at the
side of the building.

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

1

Summary
The property is a single storey flat roofed
shop and depot building located off
Farrell Street in Kells, and constructed
in 1954.

David Naughton

Photographer:

18th March 2003

1. Front Elevation to Farrell Street. 2. Side Elevation. 3. Yard Elevation.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
Ratholden Road, Navan

David Naughton

Photographer:

David Naughton

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 25/6+2438/19

ESB Ref: MH-N-25/6+2438/19

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 18th March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a single storey pitched
roofed depot building on an L-shaped
site in a rural setting next to an existing
38kV substation. The site was purchased in 1977 and the property was
built in 1981.

2
18th March 2003

Description & Materials
The building comprises a store, canteen,
office, toilets and a drying room on a
rectangular plan and has a gross floor
area of 200m2. An additional flat roofed
extension has been constructed providing
extra storage. Structurally the building
comprises concrete blockwork construction
on a cast in-situ concrete floor slab supporting pitched timber trusses.

1
18th March 2003

with surrounding aluminium framed
windows and cills. The roof slates are
carried over the tops of the gables and
form a continuous band under the eaves.
The present use of the property is as a
depot office and yard with storage and
parking facilities. The depot site is Lshaped in plan and is located off the
Ratholden Road behind an existing
38kV substation enclosed by galvanised
steel post and chain link fencing. There
is an external pole storage area at the
rear of the site. A telecommunications
mast and building are situated next to
the depot building.
The site area is 0.5ha (1.26 acres).

The external treatment comprises
fair-faced blockwork painted white

3

County MEATH

18th March 2003

4
18th March 2003

1. Front View with Telecommunications Mast Adjacent. 2. Front and Side View. 3. Rear View. 4. 38kV Substation adjacent.
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Surveyors Name:

David Naughton

Photographer:

David Naughton

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 25/10B+2506/04
ESB Ref: MH-SS-25/10B+2506/04
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

18th March 2003

Summary
A single storey terraced pitched roofed
building on a random rubble plinth, adjoining two-storey vernacular style buildings
on either side of Watergate Street. Land
was acquired in two lots in 1951 and in
1971 and the property was built in 1981.
Description & Materials
The present use of the property is as a
shop, area depot and offices.
Shop & Offices
The retail building comprises a shop,
offices, a workshop, toilets and a store
on a rectangular plan. The showroom
to the front occupies the entire width of
the property. The gross floor area of the
shop and office is 165m2.
It is a masonry structure composed of
concrete blockwork supporting pitched
timber trusses with slate finish to the
showroom with a felt finished flat roof
over workshop and offices. The floor is
constructed of in-situ concrete.

District

Artistic (AR)

Watergate Street, Navan

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 18th March 2003

workshop, toilets and an office. Its
north elevation forms part of the
boundary onto Barrack Lane. Structurally
it is composed of masonry blockwork
construction supporting a felted flat roof.
Windows are metal framed in either
steel or aluminium.
As a result of the sloping street context,
the building is located on a raised
random rubble finished plinth with access
steps. The site is narrow and contains
a retail/office building, a store building,
a depot yard, a telecommunications
building and mast. The rear boundary is
defined by a roughly rendered blockwork wall of varying height. The rear
yard is accessed from Barrack Lane. The
front of the building faces southeast
onto Watergate Street.

2
18th March 2003

The site area is 0.08ha (0.22 acres).

3
18th March 2003

County MEATH

Store
The store building is located at the rear
of the site and comprises a single storey
flat roofed building with a gross floor
area of 124m2. It consists of stores, a

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

Local

1

Categories
of Special Interest:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT

1. Contextual View Along Watergate Street. 2. Front Elevation. 3. View of Yard from Barrack Lane.
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ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT
Bridewell Lane, Carrickmacross

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 1765/5+2830 ESB Ref: M-N-1765/5+2830
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only
Local

Categories
of Special Interest:
Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 11th July 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consists of an ESB shop
and area depot consisting of offices,
stores and service yard with telecommunications mast, vehicle bay and
fuel facility.
The property was built c.1994. The
architects were Building Consultancy
Group.
Prior to this the ESB shop and area depot
were located nearby in old premises at
Evelyn Street off the main street.
2
11th July 2003

County MONAGHAN

3
11th July 2003

Description & Materials
The premises consists of a long single
storey building containing a shop and
offices at the Bridewell Lane end
culminating in a two-storey pedimented
gabled stores/depot building at the
opposite end corner of the site. The
remainder of the frontage, consisting of
boundary wall and large steel gates,
turns the corner facing onto the car
park. It encloses a large service yard
comprising external storage areas for
equipment, a steel framed with steel
cladding open shelter for vehicles, a
refuelling facility and a large telecommunications mast.
The building is a contemporary modern
design with pedimented gables at each
end and a raised flat parapet over the
shop to highlight the shop entrance

1
11th July 2003

area and provide space for signage. The
shop is a naturally lit open-plan area
with royal blue aluminium framed
windows to the front and a glass block
window to the rear which admits a diffused light to the counter area. The
entrance is highlighted externally with
two circular section columns painted
white flanking the main door. The
remainder of the building is finished in
white dashed render panels set in grey
painted smooth render plinth and
surround bands. Windows are royal
blue aluminium double glazed units in
4-panel grid fashion with smooth
render surround bands painted grey.
External doors are diagonally sheeted vjointed tongue-and-groove hardwood.
The parapet gables incor-porate a blue
circular vent feature set in a smooth
white render feature surround.
A new road linking Bridewell Lane to
the rear of the town from the main
street, created access to new County
Council car parking and housing and
created new commercial street frontage,
which this new ESB premises forms part
of, on two sides.
The building is a good contemporary
piece of 1990s architectural design that
complements its street frontage and
prominent corner setting.

4
11th July 2003

1. View of Rear Elevation. 2. View of Pedimented Gabled Corner. 3. Interior of Office. 4. Detail of Rear Elevation and Entrance.
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Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2632

ESB Ref: MN-N-2632

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
10th July 2003

Summary
The depot consists of an ESB area office
building, an equipment store, a vehicle
shed and a storage service yard with
telecommunications mast.
The premises is located on high ground
within a new IDA industrial park on the
outskirts of the town on the Armagh
Road at Knockaconny.
Description & Materials
Within the compound there are three
buildings, the area supervisor’s office
& depot building, a small freestanding
equipment store and a vehicular storage
building. The remainder of the space is
occupied by storage areas for equipment,
a telecommunications mast and landscaped areas.

Knockaconny, Monaghan

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 10th July 2003

Technical (T)

white. Both the fascias and soffits are
painted white.
Equipment Store Building
The store is a single storey freestanding
building with a pitched roof with
gable ends. The roof finish consists of
dark brown concrete tiles. Wall finishes
consist of cream coloured tyrolean
render finish with grey painted smooth
render plinths and window reveals.
Windows consist of brown painted
timber windows units with precast
concrete cills painted white. The perimeter
fence consists of a high green palisade
security fence and gates.

2
10th July 2003

Vehicular Storage Building
This unit is a four-bay steel framed, metal
clad shed used for vehicular storage.
This property together with a new ESB
retail shop in Monaghan Shopping
Centre replaced the old ESB shop and
area depot located in Monaghan Town
in old premises at North Road.

3
10th July 2003

5

4

10th July 2003

10th July 2003

County MONAGHAN

Office & Depot Building
This is a single storey freestanding
building with a low pitched roof with
hipped ends. The roof finish consists of
dark blue fibre cement slates and the
wall finishes consist of cream coloured
tyrolean render finish with grey painted
smooth render plinths and window
strappings. The windows consist of
white aluminium two-pane sliding sash
units with precast concrete cills painted

Archaeological (AG)

ESB DEPOT

1. General View. 2. Office and Depot Building. 3. Equipment Store Building. 4. Service Yard and External Vehicular Storage Building. 5. Interior View of Office.

329

Surveyors Name:

ESB SHOP
Glasslough Street,
Monaghan

Judith Doherty

Photographer:
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O.S. Ref: Ref. 7-2 D

ESB Ref: C-N-7-2D

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
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Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 13th Oct 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
This property is an end terraced two
storey building consisting of a ground
floor shop and first floor office unit. The
building fronts onto Glasslough Street
was opened in August 2004 to accommodate the relocation from Monaghan
Shopping Centre ESB shop unit.

2
13 Oct 2004

1
13 Oct 2004

The entrance to the shop is tapered in
from the building line and sits to one
side of an open arcade.
The interior of the showroom consists
of goods display and a bill counter. It
also has access to staff facilities to the
rear of the shopfloor.

Description & Materials
This is a two storey pitcherd roof masonry
building. It has a glazed shopfront with
black timber surround on a cream
painted brick base. It has a traditional
pitched tiled roof consistent with the
streetscape a timber sash windows at
first floor level.

County MONAGHAN

3
13 Oct 2004

4
13 Oct 2004

1. View of Shopfront. 2. View along Glasslough Street. 3. View of Front and Side Elevation. 4. Interior of Showroom.
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Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2632

ESB Ref: MN-SS-2632

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
10th July 2003

Summary
The premises consists of an ESB retail
shop located in Monaghan Shopping
Centre.
The Shopping Centre was constructed
in 1995 and the ESB premises fit-out
completed in 1997 and closed September
2004.
Description & Materials
This property was a modern retail shop
located on a prominent corner of the
internal atrium square in the shopping
centre. The shop has two façades facing
onto the retail malls.

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP
Unit 27,
Monaghan Shopping Centre

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 10th July 2003

with a secure cashier’s counter office
area located to the rear of the shop.
Staff accommodation at the rear
consists of a kitchenette, a store room
and two WCs with rear exit door to a
shopping centre staff corridor.
The shopfronts are of steel framed construction with plate glass. The door is
matching steel with a 3-bar diagonal
feature pushhandle. Columns on either
side are finished in ceramic tiles with
hardwood trim and steel crash bars.
The ESB shop signs were chromed
metal with blue backlighting.

The premises consisted of a large
rectangular shaped open-plan retail area

3

County MONAGHAN

2
10th July 2003

10th July 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. Detail of Front Entrance Door. 3. Exterior View of Monaghan Shopping Centre.
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O.S. Ref: 3817/03

ESB Ref: OY-N-3817/03

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Bridge Street, Birr

Des Clarke

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 16th December 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property comprises a depot and
showroom building at the front, a
detached store building, and a monopitched store space opening onto a rear
yard occupying a site beside Market
Square near the commercial centre of Birr.
The site was purchased in separate lots
in 1956 and 1984. The building was
built in 1993.
2
16th Dec 2003

Description & Materials
Depot & Showroom Building
The depot and showroom building
comprises a canteen, lockers, offices,
toilets, shop and stores. It has an
L-shape plan and comprises pitched
roofed blocks with the showroom
towards the front of the site facing
onto Bridge Street. The adjoining
depot block is wider in plan and
extends into the enclosed yard to the
rear. The gross floor area of the depot
building is 307.18m2. Structurally
the building comprises blockwork
cavity wall construction supporting
prefabricated roof trusses.

3

County OFFALY

16th Dec 2003

4
16th Dec 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Side Elevation. 3. View of Rear Elevation. 4. Store Building.
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1
16th Dec 2003

The external finishes combine textured
render panels and smooth render
bands. Windows are single glazed and
timber framed. The roof is finished in
navy fibre cement slates.
Store Building
The store building comprises concrete
block cavity wall construction supporting prefabricated steel roof trusses
and has a gross floor area is 75.91m2.
There are roller shutter doors which are
electrically operated. A telecommunications mast is located behind the
depot building. There is a customer
parking area in front of the gate to
depot yard and additional storage
space consisting of a mono-pitched
structure adjoining a three-storey
property off St. Brendan Street.
The total area of the site is 0.2909ha
(0.72 acres)

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3241/D

ESB Ref: OY-N-3241/D

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
16th Dec 2003

Summary
An original Siemens 38kV substation
building it comprises a detached single
storey pitched roof building of rectangular plan finished in painted render.
The façades are expressed as a series of
multi-bay panels of differing proportions. The large order composition is
articulated by deep render bands and
pilasters capped with a strong entablature
and pediment to the gable, all of which
echo a 'stripped classicism' temple
aesthetic. This ‘standardised’ substation
design was developed by Siemens and
used widely throughout Ireland.

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB SUBSTATION
Clara
✔

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Special Interest - Architectural
This is one of many Siemens designed
substations throughout Ireland. The
design is simple and classical in composition. The stations are very distinctive
and resemble small temples in appearance.
Some have been restored externally
using distinctive colours for their primary
elements. They have remained largely
unchanged externally since their original
construction. The first station was built
at Ardnacrusha c 1929.

Date Of Survey: 16th December 2003

2
16th Dec 2003

County OFFALY
1. View of Side Elevation. 2. View of Front Elevation.
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Date Of Survey: 15th May 2001

2
15th May 2001

3

County OFFALY

15th May 2001

✔
✔

Technical (T)

Summary
Ferbane Power Station was a peat-fired
generating station located on a flat rural
site on the outskirts of the village of
Ferbane, approximately 20km from the
town of Tullamore in Co. Offaly.
In May 1953 ESB commenced construction
of Ferbane Power Station on a site of 48
acres on the left bank of the Silver River at
the centre of Boora Bog in Co. Offaly.
The first generator went into service in
March 1957. When a second development was completed in February 1964
the plant comprised four units with a
combined capacity of 90MW and 180
staff were employed to operate and
maintain the plant.
Following the plant’s closure in March
2000, the demolition of the first cooling
tower was completed on March 26th
1999. The demolition of the station
commenced in November 2001 and the
demolition of the second cooling tower
was completed on February 23rd 2002.
Description & Materials
The site was dominated by the presence
of the station building and three tall
chimneys, with the control building and
offices in the immediate foreground.
There were 3 steel chimneys for first
development and 1 reinforced (brick
lined) concrete chimney for second
development. The large station building
housed the following functions: the
generating hall, the boiler house and the
engine room.
Generating Hall
The main walls to the generating hall,
boiler house, bunker bay and engine
room consisted of a patent glazed
window system with slim sections
containing obscure glass, and corrugated
cladding sheets with the corrugations
running vertically. The lower portion of
the walls consisted of precast concrete
block walls with external red/brown
pebble dash render finish externally and

1
15th May 2001

painted finish internally.
The roofs to the generating hall, boiler
house and engine room were all flat and
consisted of patent metal deck roofing
sheets with patent glazed lanterns and
ventilators where appropriate.
Office Block & Control Room
The office building consisted of a
three-storey asymmetrically composed
building with a central main entrance.
This space featured a main stairway as a
central feature which accessed all three
levels of office space and the working
floors of the adjacent station.
The walls to the control building and
office block consisted of precast concrete
wall construction with red/brown
pebble dash render finish externally and
smooth rendered painted finish internally,
and a painted grey plinth generally.
Parapet copings to the edge of the roof
were of in-situ concrete with asphalt
upstands. Windows consisted of patent
glazed units generally with precast
concrete window cills and patent
smooth 3/4" render reveals to the
window openings.
Canteen & Stores
The walls to the canteen and stores
consisted of precast concrete wall construction with red/brown pebble dash
render finish externally, and smooth
rendered painted finish internally, with a
painted grey plinth generally. It had a
flat concrete roof and the windows consisted of patent glazed units generally
with precast concrete window cills.
Fuel Handling & Storage
The milled peat was delivered in wagons
each holding about 6 tonnes. These wagons
were uncoupled from wagon loco and
pushed onto an automatic tippling device
by electrically operated ‘pushers’ on
tippler inlet and outlet and known as
‘pulling-in’ and ‘pulling-out’ devices.
From the tipplers the milled peat was fed

1. View of Station from Ash Pond. 2. Chimneys and Enclosed Peat Conveyor. 3. Administration Block and Main Entrance.
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POWER STATION
Ferbane

4

5

15th May 2001

15th May 2001

directly by belt conveyors to the bunkers
or to an adjacent stock pile.
A special ‘tippler’ unit turned each wagon
upside down individually. This transferred
the peat from the wagon to an underground conveyor belt, which was transported from low level to high level entry
into the boiler house via an enclosed
conveyor housing ramp and tower.
Boiler House
Following the second development in
1964 there were four boilers each being
connected directly by steam main to a
turbine. Each boiler was supplied with
fuel from a bunker by four scraper
conveyors which feed it to the four
pulverising mills. These mills had dual
role of drying (using recirculated gas
from the furnace) and pulverising the
fuel into a very fine powder for better
combustion.

Cooling Towers
The local River Silver could not supply a
sufficient quantity of water for cooling
purposes. It was necessary, therefore, to
construct two towers to cool the
condenser circulating water. Each tower
was of reinforced concrete shell construction. They were a reinforced
concrete hyperbolic type, standing
80m high and 59m in diameter at
the base.
Original designs for the station included
three cooling towers, however only two
were ever built.

Adjacent to the station building were the
bunker bay, a canteen, an assortment of
smaller buildings, ash ponds, and the
Bord na Móna railway which brought in
milled peat from the bog.
Other Features
Walther & CIE, Babcock Werke &
Vereinigte Kesselwerke metal nameplates
in bunker/boiler areas and Brown Boveri
and Parsons metal nameplates in the
engine/turbines room.
Milled Peat
Boora Bog was developed by Bord na
Móna to produce milled peat and
deliver it to the station over a narrow
gauge railway network. This was mainly
done in 5-tonne wagon loads and 14
wagons to a rake, although some milled
peat was delivered by road.

6
15th May 2001

Transmission
In a typical year the station burned
650,000 tonnes of milled peat to produce
400 million units of electricity. Electricity
was generated and stepped up by
transformers to 110kV for transmission to
Shannonbridge, Portlaoise and Thurles to
join the National Grid.
Special Interest - Historical
The Ferbane Generating Station pioneered
the utilisation of milled peat in Ireland. At
the time of erection, it was the biggest
peat burning power station in the world
outside of the USSR. Following the
success of Ferbane, four further stations
were built in the Midlands.
Special Interest - Social
The station encouraged a new local
economy and community with the
influx of new workers and their families.
This established a series of new housing
developments for the area.
7

County OFFALY

Turbine House Plant
After second development there were
four steam turbine. The first three were
each rated at 20MW and each coupled
to a generator rated 25,000,kVA; unit 4
was rated at 30MW coupled to a
generator rated 35,000kVA. The turbines
were complete with the standard
condensing and feed water heating
plant from which the condensed steam
is returned to the boilers.

Date Of Survey: 15th May 2001

15th May 2001

4. Control Room. 5. Parsons Turbine. 6. The Engine/Generating Hall. 7. Cooling Tower.
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POWER STATION
Rhode
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Date Of Survey: 14th May 2001

2
14th May 2001

✔

Technical (T)

Summary
Rhode was a peat-fired generating
station located on a flat rural site on the
edge of the village of Rhode approximately 10km from Edenderry in Co.
Offaly.
The ESB commissioned Rhode Station
in 1956 and it comprised of two
separate developments: ‘A’ station in
1960 and ‘B’ station in 1963. ‘A’ station
consisted of two 20,000kV BoilerTurbine units, and ‘B’ station consisted
of one 40,000kW unit.
The demolition of this station commenced
in February 2004 and is due to be completed by December 2004.
Description & Materials
The site was dominated by the
presence of the two massive concrete
cooling towers. Adjacent were the main
building with three tall chimneys,
a switching station, an assortment of
smaller buildings, ash ponds, and the
Bord na Móna railway line bringing in
milled peat from the bog.

3
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14th May 2001

4
14th May 2001

1. Arial View. 2. View from Railway. 3. Control Panel. 4. The Tippler.
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1
14th May 2001

Generating Hall
The boiler house was twelve storeys in
height while the generating hall was six
storeys. The main walls to the generating
hall, boiler house, bunker bay and
engine room consisted of a patent
glazed window system with slim
sections containing obscure glass and
vertically laid corrugated cladding
sheets, both fixed to steel cladding rails
which in turn were fixed to the steel
frame of the building. The lower portion of the walls consisted of precast
concrete block walls with external
coloured red/brown pebble dash
render finish externally and painted
finish internally.
The roofs to the generating hall, boiler
house, bunker bay and engine room,
were all low pitch roofs consisting of
patent metal deck roofing sheets with
patent glazed lanterns, and ventilators
where appropriate.

POWER STATION
Rhode

5
14th May 2001

Switch Annexe, Office Block, Stores
and Control Building
These buildings were generally threestorey flat roof buildings, rectangular in
plan. The walls to the switch annexe,
office block, stores & control building
consisted of precast concrete wall
construction with red/brown pebble
dash render finish externally and
smooth rendered painted finish internally.
There was a rustic/red colour brick
plinth generally. The roofs to the switch
annexe, office block, stores and control
building were all flat, which consisted
of two coats of asphalt on a lightweight
concrete screed laid to falls on a ribbed
concrete slab roof structure.

Cooling Towers
An outstanding feature of the landscape
was the two cooling towers. Since there
was no large natural supply of water
nearby, it was necessary to use a recirculating system for cooling water to
cool the condensers. Two cooling
towers reduced the temperature of the
water so that the same water could be
used over again. 60,000 gallons of
water flowed through the towers per
minute in order to condense the steam
passing through the turbines. The
towers were a reinforced hyperbolic
type and stood 82m high and 60m in

diameter at the base.
Special Interest - Social
The Station encouraged a new local
economy and community with the
influx of new workers and their families.
This established a series of new housing
developments for the area.

6
14th May 2001

7

County OFFALY

Fuel Handling
The station made use of the 12,000
acres of bog in north Co. Offaly. Peat
was delivered to the station by Bord na
Móna narrow gauge railway. Wagons,
each containing 5 tonnes of peat, were
emptied automatically into the tippler
and the peat travelled on a conveyor
belt to the bunkers at a rate of 2,000
tonnes per day. An automatic weighing
system measured tonnage. The total
bunker capacity was 1,000 tonnes, and
about 580,000 tonnes of peat were
used each year, when fully operational.

Date Of Survey: 14th May 2001

14th May 2001

8
14th May 2001

5. Cooling Towers. 6. 110kV Compound. 7. Generating Hall. 8. Walther Nameplate.
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✔
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Date Of Survey: 9th March 2004

Technical (T)

✔

Summary
The Dalton Centre is a heritage centre.
It was created by converting the disused blending bunker at the now
closed peat fuelled power station at
Shannonbridge. The Centre was opened
in January 2003.
The Centre is located on the banks of the
River Shannon, 25km south of Athlone.

2
9th March 2004

3
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9th March 2004

Dedication of the Dalton Centre
As part of ESB's 75th anniversary
celebrations, Minister Dermot Ahern,
TD, Minister for Communications,
Marine and Natural Resources officially
dedicated the 'ESB Dalton Centre' in
Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to the
memory of the late Ted Dalton. Ted
Dalton worked in ESB as Managing
Director, Irish Electricity, and was a
leading figure in the development of
the company.
The Dalton Centre will initially be used
as ESB's Industrial Storage & Restoration
Centre to house a collection of the most
important industrial artefacts used by
ESB since its foundation in 1927. It will
in time become a visitor centre open to
the public when the new West Offaly
power station is commissioned in 2005.

1
9th March 2004

The Dalton Centre complements ESB's
existing archive facilities currently
located in Harold’s Cross, Dublin, and
'Number Twenty Nine' a Georgian
House in Lower Fitzwilliam Street,
which depicts an exhibition of home
life in Dublin for the period 1790 - 1820,
presented jointly by ESB and the National
Museum of Ireland.
Description & Materials
The blending bunker is a large, single
storey, open-plan industrial building
situated to the far side of the railway
tracks within the site. It consists of a
steel frame with precast concrete
cladding slabs at lower level and
profiled metal vertical cladding at high
level. There are three roller shutter
doors to access the building and a
profiled metal pitched roof with roof
lighting to facilitate natural lighting of
the internal space.
The intended original use of the
blending bunker was to process the
peat. However, the building was not
used for its intended purpose as boiler
technology improved and it was no
longer necessary for the peat to be
processed in this way.

4
9th March 2004

1. Side and Front view of Dalton Centre. 2. Internal View of End Bay. 3. Interior of Centre. 4. Steel Roof Structure and Gantries.
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DALTON
HERITAGE CENTRE
Shannonbridge Power Station,
Shannonbridge

5
9th March 2004

Contents
Among the items which will be on
display when the Dalton Centre opens
to the public in 2005 are:
• Boiler feed pumps, used to fill the
boilers in generating stations
• A mill shaft, used to mill peat for
burning in generating station
• A steam feed pump, used to feed
steam through the turbines
• Control and instrumentation
equipment
• Safety equipment, used by ESB staff
over the years
• Turbine blades - blades from turbine
fans which generate electricity
• Transmission and distribution
equipment
• Various trucks and transport
equipment
• Transformers used on electricity lines
to bring power to homes
• Overhead lines and underground cables
• Telecommunications equipment

6
9th March 2004

The establishment of the Dalton Centre
signifies ESB's recognition of the importance of recording and safeguarding
industrial heritage not only of the
company but of the country as a whole.
Special Interest - Historical
Four important monasteries or religious
settlements dating back to the 5th
Century are to be found in the area.
The best known of these are
Clonmacnoise founded by St. Ciaran
and Clonfert founded by St. Brendan
the Navigator.
Close by, the sixteen-arch bridge on the
River Shannon was built c.1700. In 1845
a cast-iron swivel bridge to facilitate
sailing craft was added and the new
fixed span was built in 1983.

7
9th March 2004

There is a large military fort close by
which was constructed c1810 to rebel
potential invasions by the French army
landing in Galway Bay.

It has been envisaged that in time the
heritage centre will become an important
national and indeed international resource
for those interested in industrial heritage.
Dermot Ahern T.D., Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
has, at the 75th Anniversary, stated that
ESB were to be commended for taking
the initiative of establishing the Dalton

8
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Special Interest - Cultural/Technical
The building is used to house artefacts
from old power stations, metres
and domestic appliances, distribution
equipment from ESB networks business,
telecommunications equipment, transport
equipment and other items of industrial
plant which will contribute to facilitating
an understanding by future generations
of the history of electricity in Ireland.

Centre. “This new facility will make a
very significant contribution to safeguarding our commercial, social and
cultural heritage by helping to explain
the history of electricity and its importance to community life in Ireland. The
industrial artefacts collected will provide
a means of not only explaining the
history of technology but will allow future
generations appreciate how society
itself has changed over time. This Centre
will also demonstrate ESB's proud
tradition of customer service over the
seventy five years since its establishment.”

Date Of Survey: 9th March 2004

9th March 2004

5. Turbine Motor. 6. First Ever Forklift Truck used in ESB Central Stores. 7. Selection of Old Domestic Appliances on Display. 8. Large Moffat Electric Cooker.
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Date Of Survey: 9th March 2004

Technical (T)

✔
✔
✔
✔

Summary
Shannonbridge is a milled peat power
station and consists of three separate
developments, Units 1, 2 and 3. It is
situated on the banks of the River
Shannon, 25km south of Athlone and
close to the point where the River Suck
joins the Shannon. It was the last of the
Midland peat stations to go into
commission.
2
9th March 2004

3

Unit 1 was constructed in 1961 and
commissioned in April 1965. It was fired
by milled peat and produced 40MW of
electricity. Unit 2 ‘B’ was constructed in
1973 and commissioned in September
1976. It was fired by milled peat
producing 40MW of electricity. Unit 3
‘C’ was commissioned in 1982. It was
fired by milled peat and produced a
further 45MW. The Power Station stopped
producing electricity on 1st March 2004
and is due to close on 30th April 2005.
Description & Materials
The station was run on a unit system,
the turbine and boiler being operated
by one man from the unit panel.
It was the first station in Ireland to be
operated on this principle.

1
9th March 2004

Generating Plant
The generating plant has three units for
producing electricity, each with its own
boiler turbine and generator. Unit 1 has
a 40MW turbine (1965), Unit 2 has
40MW capacity (1976) and Unit 3
45MW (1982) using steam from the
boiler. The generating hall consists of a
steel framed building with cladding
panels and infill glazing panels. The
main walls to the generating hall
consist of patent glazed windows with
slim sections containing obscure glass
and corrugated cladding sheets. The
ground storey portion of the walls
consists of a brown brickwork external
skin. The generating hall has a flat metal
deck roof with patent glazed lanterns
and ventilators attached.
The engine room is a large, dramatic
and spacious functional area which is
brightly lit by the natural lighting.
Administration Building
This building is clad with vertical profiled metal sheeting alongside vertical
glazed windows. Additional horizontal
glazing lights the individual rooms at
upper level.

County OFFALY

9th March 2004

4
9th March 2004
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1. View of Generating Station. 2. View of Generating Station with Administration Annexee. 3. Generating Building and Peat Conveyor.
4. Canteen, Workshop and Office Building.

POWER STATION
Shannonbridge

5
9th March 2004

Control Building/Office Building
This consists of steel frame construction
with a two-tone brown textured concrete
blockwork external skin. Windows to
the control building consist of patent
glazed units with concrete cills; doors
generally are hardwood and vertically
sheeted. The large doors to the control
building consist of ‘Bolton’ steel
industrial doors.
Canteen & Mechanical Workshop
This is a part single and part two-storey
building situated between the main
generating hall and the pumphouse/
River Shannon. It consists of precast
concrete blockwork with reconstituted
stone blockwork finish externally and
smooth rendered painted finish internally
and high level metal cladding with
clerestory patent glazed windows.

glazing to some of the outbuildings.
Fuel
The fuel burned in the boilers was peat
and was harvested by Bord na Móna on
8000 acres of bogland. When in full
operation, 45% of the fuel came from
the Blackwater Bogs east of the River
Shannon, and 55% from Garryhinch
Bogs located west of the Shannon.
The peat was delivered to the station by
a diesel wagon train. Each wagon held
approximately 5-tonnes. The peat was
emptied by a tippler and was conveyed
to the station and storage bunkers by
conveyor belts.

6
9th March 2004

Bord na Móna has the largest narrow
gauge rail system in Europe. Bridges
across the Shannon and Suck are
used for transport of peat from the
western area of the bog. One of the
main rail lines is on the dry bed of the old
canal between Shannon Harbour and
Ballinasloe.
Fuel Handling Plants
Two fuel handling plants from Pohlig,
Cologne were commissioned in 1965
and in 1983. The specialist peat boilers
were manufactured in Germany with

7
9th March 2004

9

8

9th March 2004

9th March 2004

5. View of River Shannon, Bridge and Water Outlet Channels. 6. Peat Conveyor, Tippler and Water Treatment Building.
7. Railway Track, Conveyors and Blending Bunker. 8. Interior of Control Room. 9. Boiler Equipment.

County OFFALY

Stores & Outbuildings
The walls to the stores and outbuildings
are of various construction including
precast concrete wall construction with,
and some without, a red/brown pebble
dash render finish. Others are of the
same construction as the generating hall
with the two-tone blockwork cladding a
steel frame. There are examples of ribbon

Date Of Survey: 9th March 2004
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POWER STATION
Shannonbridge
(continued)

10

Date Of Survey: 9th March 2004

9th March 2004

the turbines manufactured in England
by Parsons.
Boilers
The boilers supplied steam to turbines
which drove generators producing
electricity at 10.5kV.

11
9th March 2004

When in peak operation the station
used approximately 1,000,000 tonnes
of milled peat annually. Boilers one and
two were manufactured by Walter.
Boiler three was a VKW design. The fuel
was conveyed from the tippler to the
mills. There were four mills in total;
however, three were sufficient for full
load operation. There were four oil
burners which were used for starting
the boiler and four draught fans.
Condenser
The steam was condensed at a rate of
170t/h and returned to the boiler.
28,000 gallons of water, from the River
Shannon, were circulated through the
condenser per minute to condense the
steam from the turbine.

12
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9th March 2004

13
9th March 2004

Turbines 1,2 and 3.
The turbo-alternators were manufactured
by C.A. Parsons in England and operated
at 10.5kV. Turbines 1 and 2 were of the
impulse/reaction type and comprised a
single flow high pressure turbine and
a double flow low pressure turbine
coupled together in-line and was
capable of 40MWs output. Turbine 3 was
capable of 44.5MW continuous output.
Blending Bunker
The blending bunker was a large,
single storey, open-plan industrial building
situated to the far side of the railway
tracks within the site. It consisted of a
steel frame with precast concrete
cladding slabs at lower level and
profiled metal vertical cladding at high
level. There were three roller shutter doors

10. Draught Fans. 11. Parsons Turbine. 12. Parsons Turbine. 13. The Railway Tippler.
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to access the building and a profiled
metal pitched roof with rooflighting to
facilitate natural lighting of the internal
space.
The intended original use of the blending
bunker was to process the peat;
however the building was not used for
its intended purpose as boiler technology
improved, and it was no longer necessary
for the peat to be processed in this way.
The building has recently been converted
for use as the ‘Dalton Heritage Centre’.
Future Development
There is currently a West Offaly Power
Plant under construction by Foster
Wheeler contractors, an American company with a Finnish subsidiary. It is
designed and constructed to replace
the closed Shannonbridge Peat Station
and is due to generate electricity
commercially in January 2005.
Special Interest - Social
During its operation 180 people were
employed at any one time in the operation and maintainance of the station.
Special Interest - Historical
Shannonbridge is situated on the Esker
Riada and, along with Athlone, was a
main fording point on the River
Shannon. The sand hills were used as
the main traffic route from Tara to
Galway Bay, which was known as the
Slí Mór, or Great Highway. In the 19th
Century Shannonbridge was one of the
main staging posts of the Bianconi
Coach Service, Edenderry and Tuam
were the others.
The area around Shannonbridge has a
rich heritage and the remains of a
stockaded fishing village dating back to

POWER STATION
Shannonbridge
(continued)

14
9th March 2004

900 BC are to be found at the nearby
Finn Lake. The surrounding bog has
yielded important discoveries including
a dug-out boat, beads from the Baltic
region, stone head axes, antlers and
timber roadways.
Four important monasteries or religious
settlements dating back to the 5th
Century are to be found in the area.
The best known of these is Clonmacnoise
founded by St. Ciaran, and Clonfert
founded by St. Brendan the Navigator.

Date Of Survey: 9th March 2004

Special Interest –
Scientific/Environmental
Large specimen fish breed in the waters
flowing from the station. Due to the
river floods, the callows alongside
the river are not fertilised and produce
a host of wild flowers and grasses.
The late cutting of the callow meadows
provides a home for the visiting corncrake.
Shannonbridge peat fired station
has achieved a ISO EN 14001 environmental standard.

The sixteen-arch bridge on the River
Shannon was built c.1700. In 1845 a
cast-iron swivel bridge to facilitate
sailing craft was added and the new
fixed span bridge was built in 1983.

15
9th March 2004

On the opposite side of the river in Co.
Roscommon is a large early 19th Century
fort. There is also a small two-storey
bridgekeeper’s house built by Thomas
Omer in the second half of the 18th
Century.
Special Interest - Technical
Shannonbridge was the first station to
be operated on the unit principle. It was
also the first station to be connected to
the 220kV transmission system.

16

18

17

9th March 2004

9th March 2004

14. Parsons Plaque on Generator. 15. Parsons Plaque. 16. Control Panel for Blending Bunker.
17. View of Existing Station and West Offaly Power Station Under Construction. 18. View from River of West Offaly Power Station Under Construction.
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Date Of Survey: 15th December 2003

2

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is an ESB retail building
located in a commercial terrace of
buildings on Offaly Street. The building
stretches the depth of the block
between Offaly Street and Colmcille
Road on the ground floor and incorporates
a single storey building to the front and
a three-storey traditional pitched roof
four-bay retail unit to the rear. The
entrance to the shop is from Offaly
Street and the property was opened in
October 2001.

15th Dec 2003

Description & Materials
The first and second floors are used for
offices and storage. The rear building is
in a vernacular retail style consisting of
a traditional shop front plastered and
painted. The front elevation appears as
a single storey three-bay terraced retail
premises with a symmetrical elevation

3

County OFFALY

15th Dec 2003

4
15th Dec 2003

1. Front Elevation. 2. View of Offaly Street. 3. View from Colmcille Road. 4. Interior of Showroom.
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1
15th Dec 2003

and pediment over the main entrance.
The rear of the unit comprises the
ground floor of a three-storey four-bay
vernacular style retail unit with a
pitched roof.
The showroom is open-plan with the
cash desk located to the rear next to the
fire exit. The cast in-situ concrete floor
slab is covered with linoleum and
carpeting, and a suspended ceiling is
applied throughout the ground floor.
The front part of the building is a more
recent structure and the entrance is
located centrally on plan creating a
symmetrical elevation. The external
treatment comprises three bays of floor
to ceiling glazing set in timber frames
surrounded by painted and nap plaster
rendered blockwork.

Surveyors Name:

Des Clarke

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3434/8

ESB Ref: OY-ECB-3434/8

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

11th Dec 2003

Summary
The property is a detached single storey
pitched roofed building on a rectangular
plan in an industrial park just outside
the town. The site was purchased in
1996 and the depot built in 1998. The
present use of the entire property is as a
depot and offices.
Description & Materials
The building comprises a store, locker
room, drying room, workroom, telecommunications room, supervisor’s
room, briefing room, canteen, toilets
and shower rooms on a rectangular plan
with the store on the end, and a roof
spanning perpendicularly to the roof of
the main building.

ESB DEPOT
Rahan Road, Tullamore

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

Local

1

Des Clarke

Photographer:

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 11th December 2003

floated concrete slab. The gross floor
area of the building is 307m2. The
external treatment consists of nap
plaster render with smooth plaster
panels surrounding PVC windows.
The depot building is located towards
the front of the site facing southwest
and the yard to the rear is enclosed by
a 2.4m high concrete block wall rendered
in sand/cement nap finish. On the site
there is also a truck enclosure and a
palisade steel fence encloses the external
storage facility to the rear.
The total area of the site is 0.56ha
(1.46 acres).

2
11th Dec 2003

Structurally the building is composed of
cavity wall construction supporting
prefabricated timber trusses and power

3

4

County OFFALY

11th Dec 2003

11th Dec 2003

1. Front Elevation. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. Front and Side Elevation. 4. Front and Side Elevation.
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ESB DEPOT
Station Road, Ballaghadereen
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Date Of Survey: 8th July 2003

Summary
A single storey pitched roofed depot
building on a rectangular plan near the
centre of town. The front of the site
faces west onto Station Road. The site is
enclosed by palisade fencing, blockwork
walling and random rubble walling. The
site was purchased in 1959 and the
depot building built in 1980.
Description & Materials
2
8th July 2003

1

Technical (T)

County ROSCOMMON

Building
The building comprises a pitched roof
with concrete block walls on a rectangular
plan with a cast in-situ concrete floor.
The building has a traditional appearance.
The external treatment comprises
rough dashed render to the block work
with smooth plaster bands above and
below. Windows are framed in white
PVC and the door frames are of
hardwood. The gable ends are clad
with vertically hung blue/black slates.
The gross floor area of the building is
96.03m2.

8th July 2003

There is a single storey pitched roof
store/workshop also located on the site.
It comprises a steel frame on a rectangular plan with roller shutter doors
and clad with profiled metal.
Access is gained off Station Road from
west facing entrance gates but there is
additional access at the top of the site
from an adjoining lane. Also on the site
are petrol pumps, portacabins and a
telecommunications mast.
The site is enclosed by palisade fencing,
a random rubble wall and block work
wall. The telecommunications mast and
small building are located next to the
depot building.
The site area is 0.37ha (0.92 acres).

3
8th July 2003

4
8th July 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Gable Elevation. 3. View of Entrance Gate. 4. View of Store/Workshop.
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O.S. Ref: 2550/05

ESB Ref: RN-N-2550/05

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
8th July 2003

Summary
The property consists of a detached
single storey pitched roofed building
with adjoining flat roof showroom built
in 1984 with a rear yard containing a
single storey flat roofed depot building
and garage.
The first purchase took place in the
1950s which consisted of the present
shop and the yard to its rear. Alterations
and refurbishments were carried out in
1996. This single storey building lies off
the main street in Roscommon town.
The shop was closed in 2003.
Description & Materials

Castle Street,
Roscommon

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District
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Regional

Cultural (C)
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International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

✔

Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 8th July 2003

ium framed windows. The rear elevation
blockwork is covered with pebble dash
with PVC framed windows. The show
room adjoins a pitched roof single
storey building with three PVC framed
windows facing directly onto the street.
Outbuilding
There is a single storey flat roofed
outbuilding for the linesmen’s facilities
located in the rear yard behind the
main building. In addition there is a steel
framed profiled metal clad store/garage
building to the rear of the site. The rear
yard is accessed via galvanised steel
framed gates on Castle Street.

2
8th July 2003

Special Interest - Social
In 1978, an adjoining property was
purchased from relatives of the
deceased Mr. Pat Fallon, a former Garda
and Olympic shot putt medal winner.
This property was incorporated into the
site in its present form.

3
8th July 2003

4

County ROSCOMMON

Main Building
The building has a traditional appearance.
The showroom is entered centrally on
plan and offices and staff facilities are
located to the side. The shop was part
of the original depot. Structurally the shop
building comprises masonry blockwork
construction supporting reinforced
concrete beams and a flat roof with
front façade finished in nap plaster
finish surrounding floor to ceiling alumin-

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& DEPOT

8th July 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Street Elevation. 3. View of Entrance to Yard. 4. View of Rear Yard.
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Date Of Survey: 15th September 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The building is a three storey over basement office building with landmark
clock tower, part new build and part
refurbishment.
The building is in a prime centre location
facing onto Castle Street and Thomas
Street with the clock tower fronting onto
the River Garvogue.

2
15th Sep 2003

Borough Council - SLIGO

3
15th Sep 2003

The building was refurbished and
extended in 1990. The architects were
Building Consultancy Group.
Description & Materials
The building consists of showroom and
office accommodation with the first and
second floor occupied by regional office
headquarters. The basement and part
ground floor are used for administration
and storage with part ground and first
floor areas in use as retail and administration areas. The second and third floors
are office and administration areas only.
The building was part of a project completed in two phases. The first phase,
following demolition of all peripheral
buildings consisted of the construction
of a three storey office building along
Thomas Street.

1
15th Sep 2003

The second phase involved a major
refurbishment of the interior of the
existing premises including an expansion
of the shop to provide 300m2 of retail
space. The roof space of the Thomas
Street office was granted permission for
change of use to office usage in August
1991 and an extension was granted to
the Castle Street section in June 1990.
The prominence of the clock tower
elevation adds a civic architectural appearance and enhances the profile of the
building from across the River
Garvogue, while the elevation onto the
junction of Castle Street with Thomas
Street addresses another major junction
by the introduction of a two storey projecting bay and front gable. Since
construction in 1990 the entire riverfront
area adjacent has been redeveloped to
present a new riverfront face to the
River Garvogue.
The elevations fronting onto Castle
Street and Thomas Street each consist
of ground floor retail glazed frontages
with first floor glazing and part second
floor glazing and panelling. Part of the
elevation onto Thomas Street consists
of refurbished original stone façade at
first and second floor with brick

4
15th Sep 2003

1. Elevation onto River Garavogue. 2. Elevation to Thomas St. and Shop Entrance. 3. Feature Clock Tower. 4. Glazed Link.
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RETAIL SHOP
& OFFICE
Castle Street/Thomas Street,
Sligo

5
15th Sep 2003

surround to the building and pitched
roof. The two main elevations maintain
a high level parapet with pitched roof
behind and small roof lights to the rear.

The site comprises 0.22 hectares
(0.55 acres).

At the rear of the building in a private
courtyard there is parking and two
storey office areas fronting onto the
external car-parking area. This area can
be viewed alongside the adjacent
historic four storey terrace buildings
which fronts onto Thomas Street. The
area of the building is 3386m2.

Architectural Awards
The first phase of the project on
completion was awarded the European
Building Construction Excellence Award.

Date Of Survey: 15th September 2003

Special Interest - Architectural

The second phase of the development
won the Environmental Community
Award for contributing most to environmental enhancement.

There are two rights of way and one
wayleave across the site.

6
15th Sep 2003

9

7

15th Sep 2003

15th Sep 2003

Borough Council - SLIGO

8
15th Sep 2003

5. Rear Elevation. 6. Rear Elevation. 7. Original Elevation onto Thomas St. 8. Interior. 9. Window
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
Cranmore Road,
Sligo

Judith Doherty

Photographer:

Judith Doherty

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 1012/13

ESB Ref: SO-N-1012/13

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 15th September 2003

15th Sep 2003

Summary
The property comprises a number of freestanding buildings organised around a
depot yard. The main building volume
incorporates offices located towards the
front of the site and a two-storey in
scale, six-bay, steel portal framed warehouse containing a store and garage.
This structure is located to the rear of
the site facing south east on to
Cranmore Road adjacent next to a
residential development.
2
15th Sep 2003

1

Technical (T)

In addition there are four single-storey
buildings located on the site.
The earliest purchase date of the site was
1946 and the property was built in 1984.
The present use of the entire property
is as an ESB depot. The complex accommodates Networks and Contracts administration for the Sligo region.

Description & Materials
Depot Building
The depot building comprises offices,
two canteens, toilets, a drying room,
a garage and a large store.
The building assemblage is dominated
by a two-storey in scale warehouse
structure. Single storey elements are
attached to the two-storey volume
which accommodate Networks and
Contract administration offices and
ancillary accommodation. The roof
language of the building is repeated
and adapted on buildings throughout
the site to reflect different functional
requirements and use, in addition to
creating a visulal unity to the complex
as a whole.
Structurally the main building is
composed of cavity wall construction to

Borough Council - SLIGO

3
15th Sep 2003

4
15th Sep 2003

1. Front Elevation of Depot Building. 2. View of Front Elevation and Parking. 3. View of Yard Entrance. 4. Generator Room and Transformer Store.
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ESB DEPOT
Cranmore Road,
Sligo

5
15th Sep 2003

the front office block with a concrete
flat roof. The rear of the building
comprises a six-bay steel portal frame
warehouse housing a store and garage.
The gross floor area of the depot is
2649m2. The external treatment consists
of red coloured brickwork incorporating
aluminium framed windows and the
roof elements are clad in white coloured
built up metal panelling. The vehicular
garage occupies one third of the
building.
Generator Room
& Transformer Store
This building is composed of solid concrete
block walls supporting a concrete flat
roof.

Date Of Survey: 15th September 2003

Store
A single storey flat roofed building built
of concrete block work supporting flat
concrete slab to roof.
Site
The total area of the site is 1.5ha (3.75
acres) and the property sits next to a
38kV substation site. There are a
number of additional structures on site
including a generator room and transformer station, two external compounds
towards the front of the site, a small
store building, two pylons and petrol
pumps. Customer/staff parking is provided in front of the building. The site is
enclosed by 2.35m high palisade
fencing.

6
15th Sep 2003

The external treatment consists of a
combination of built up metal cladding
and nap plaster finish.

9

8

15th Sep 2003

15th Sep 2003

5. View of Vehicle Garage and Yard. 6. View of Entrance to Offices. 7. View of Offices, Canteen and Vehicle Yard.
8. View of Offices and Canteen. 9. View of Main Entrance to Stores and Supervisors Offices.

Borough Council SLIGO

7
15th Sep 2003
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
& STORE

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 4696/11+

ESB Ref: TN-N-4696/11+

12+2014/16

12+2014/16

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

The Maltings, Roscrea

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 18th September 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a single storey detached
depot and store building located off
Air Hill. The office building was
constructed in 1992. There has been
an ESB presence on the site since the
early 1970s, the ESB purchasing part
of the site in 1970, with additional
area acquired in 1991. Prior to this
site they were located on The Green,
Main Street.
2
18th Sep 2003

Description & Materials
Depot
The office building is a pitched roof
single storey building providing approx.
216m2 of floor space. The accommodation
consists of offices, storage, canteen and
ancillary staff accommodation.

North TIPPERARY

3
18th Sep 2003

4
18th Sep 2003

1. Street Elevation. 2. Main Entrance. 3. Side View. 4. Corridor.

360

1
18th Sep 2003

The elevational treatment of the office
building consists of blue/black concrete
roof tiles, PVC soffit and fascia, aluminium framed double glazed windows
with a natural random rubble stone
finish to the front elevation and a rough
dash finish to the remainder.
Stores
The stores are of steel-framed barrel
roof construction with rendered blockwork and profiled single skin metal
cladding. The stores are housed in a
shed of approx. 130m2.
The site area is approx. 0.33ha
(0.82 acres).

Surveyors Name:

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

ESB DEPOT
& STORE

O.S. Ref: 4696/11,12 & 2014/16
ESB Ref: TN-N-4696/11,12 & 2014/16
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only
Local

1
18th Sep 2003

Summary
The property is a single storey detached
depot and retail shop located off
Thomond Road. The site was acquired
by the ESB in 1929.
Description & Materials
Main Building
The main building consists of a retail
shop, offices and ancillary staff facilities
attached to an existing stores building.
There is a pitched roof on a single
storey masonry structure providing
400m2 of floor space.
The elevational treatment of the offices/
shop building consists of slate roof with
feature slate fascia band to the top of
forticrete masonry walls and aluminium
framed double glazed windows.
The stores building comprises a pitched
slate roof, rough dash finish to masonry
walls with smooth render banding to
gable, plinth and door openings. Doors
are hardwood.

Categories
of Special Interest:
Archaeological (AG)

Thomond Rd, Thurles

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 18th September 2003

Technical (T)

Stores
The stores building is a pitched roof single
storey masonry structure with mezzanine,
the original timber roof structure being
retained during its recent refurbishment.
Within the yard area there are single storey
storage sheds comprising single skin metal
sheet roofing on masonry walls.
The site area is approx. 0.28ha
(0.70 acres).
Special Interest - Historical
In 1929 all property of the Urban
District Council (UDC) which had been
used at that time for the purposes of
producing electricity was transferred
to the ESB under a vesting order dated
28 March 1929. Previous to this date
the property was held by the UDC
under a lease dated October 1924
from the trustees of St. Patrick’s College,
Thurles. Additional area was purchased
from adjoining properties in 1973 to
extend the yard.

2
18th Sep 2003

4

North TIPPERARY

3
18th Sep 2003

18th Sep 2003

1. Street Elevation. 2. Rear Entrance. 3. Rear View. 4. Depot Yard.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
& STORE

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Peter O’Caroll

O.S. Ref: 5430/11

ESB Ref: TS-SS-5430/11

+2012

+2012

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
Record Only

O’Connell Street, Clonmel

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 19th September 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a modern, two-storey
mid-terraced building. The showroom
fronts onto O’Connell Street and there
is an archway under giving access to
Blue Anchor Lane on the east side.
The ESB lease dates back to 1926 with
the ESB first occupying the ground floor
since 1987.

2
19th Sep 2003

Description & Materials
The building is a concrete framed
structure with concrete floors. The elevational treatment consists of exposed
concrete frame with infill painted plastered masonry and aluminium windows
and shop front. The elevation to Blue

South TIPPERARY

3
19th Sep 2003

4
19th Sep 2003

1. Street Elevation. 2. Front Elevation. 3. Shopfront. 4. Blue Anchor Lane.

364

1
19th Sep 2003

Anchor Lane is finished in a combination of roughcast and nap render.
The ground floor provides approx.
296m2 of accommodation comprising
open-plan retail sales area and cashiers
counter, with offices and ancillary accommodation to the rear.
The property was previously a fruit and
vegetable shop, owned by the McCreary
family. The first floor is under separate
ownership.
The Bagwell Estate owns the freehold.
The site area is 0.28ha (0.7 acres).

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2012+2212

ESB Ref: TS-N-2012+2212

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
19th Sep 2003

Summary
The property consists of a large pitched
roof depot and office building with a
service yard adjacent and to the rear.
There is an entrance to the side from
Davis Road.
Description & Materials
Depot
The building is a pitched roof twostorey building with single storey
annexes to each side providing approx.
500m2 of floor space with accommodation consisting of stores, offices,
canteen, and ancillary sanitary and
locker rooms.
The building consists of a two-storey
central volume with two adjoining
single storey volumes.
The elevations consist of a pebbledashed finish with smooth render
banding, PVC coated double glazed
aluminium windows, PVC soffit and
fascia, and blue black slates. The double
doors to the stores building are
hardwood.

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

ESB DEPOT &
LINE EQUIPMENT
STORE
Waterford Road/Davis Road,
Clonmel

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Office
This single storey masonry office
building has been retained and
refurbished with the pebble dashed
finish and PVC windows soffit and
fascia kept consistent with the twostorey building. Prior to a recent
refurbishment the original entrance
was located at the north end of the site.
The building adjoining the two-storey
depot consists of line equipment
storage. It is a single storey masonry
structure with double opening doors
accessing the building.
The site area is approx. 0.53ha
(1.3 acres).

Date Of Survey: 19th September 2003

2
19th Sep 2003

3
19th Sep 2003

4

South TIPPERARY

Special Interest - Historical
A 1929 vesting order vests property in
the ESB from Clonmel Corporation.
The site was first occupied by the ESB
circa 1935. Previous to this date it was
the site of a small private electrical
generating company which supplied
electricity to the town. During the
1970s the ESB purchased the remainder
of the property from Clonmel Corporation,
and office accommodation was added
in 1993.

19th Sep 2003

1. Site Entrance. 2. Front Elevation. 3. Rear Elevation. 4. Entrance.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB RETAIL SHOP
OFFICES,
& STORES
Martyr’s Road, Nenagh

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 4277/19+1816

ESB Ref: TS-N-4277/19 +1816

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 18th September 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A property consisting of two buildings,
a single storey detached office and
retail building, a lean-to store/loading
building, and storage yard. In May
1977 the ESB purchased the freehold
on the site. However the existence of
structures on the property dates from
the 1920s.

2
18th Sep 2003

Description & Materials
The office and retail shop building is a
flat roof single storey structure providing 370m2 of floor space. The accommodation consists of retail shop, workshop,
main stores and ancillary staff facilities.
The elevational treatment consists of
brown brick to all façades with brown
aluminium framed double glazed
windows and doors. The flat roof is
concealed behind raised parapets.

South TIPPERARY

3
18th Sep 2003

4
18th Sep 2003

1. Front Elevation. 2. Shop. 3. Rear View. 4. Storage Yard.

366

1
18th Sep 2003

Store
An open lean-to shed has been constructed to the rear of the building to
facilitate loading and additional storage.
The site area is 0.37ha (0.91 acres).
Special Interest - Architectural
An original stone archway from
Anderson’s Well has been relocated to
the front of the site by ESB.
Special Interest - Historical
A commemorative plaque marking the
relocation of the entrance and the
name change in 1964 of the road from
‘New Line’ to ‘The Well’ can be seen
adjacent to the entrance to the yard.
The plaque also notes that the family of
Lewis Anderson - gauger and excise
man owned the field in 1780.

Surveyors Name:

Mark Tolan

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 5177/2+1812

ESB Ref: TS-N-5177/2+1812

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
18th Sep 2003

Summary
The property is a modern single storey
detached building containing a depot,
retail shop and storage accommodation.
The property is located on the Link
Road and the date of construction of
structures on the property is 1990.
Description & Materials
The building structure provides for 424m2
of accommodation, consisting of retail
shop, stores/garage, offices and ancillary
staff facilities.
The building is single storey of masonry
construction with a lightweight insulated

Mark Tolan

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB DEPOT
& RETAIL SHOP
Link Road, Tipperary

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

metal deck roof on steel rafters. The
elevational treatment consists of grey
forticrete blockwork with smooth quoin
detail to corners and parapet, and
aluminium framed double glazed
windows with feature spandrel panels
over. The roof consists of composite
PVC coated decking sheets with raised
parapets.
There is a white industrial door at the rear
to access the storage area.
There is a 2.4m boundary fence
surrounding the site.
The site area is 0.4ha (0.99 acres).

Date Of Survey: 18th September 2003

2
18th Sep 2003

4

South TIPPERARY

3
18th Sep 2003

18th Sep 2003

1. Front Elevation. 2. Side Elevation. 3. Rear View. 4. Shop Counter.
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Surveyors Name:

ESB DEPOT
Davis Street, Dungarvan

Ray Hestor

Photographer:

Ray Hestor

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 6071/08

ESB Ref: WD-N-6071/08

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 29th August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a single storey, pitched
roofed, six-bay steel-framed store building.
It faces north onto Davis Street in
Dungarvan. The property and structures
were acquired in 1970.

2
29th Aug 2003

Description & Materials
There is one single storey building located
on the site. The building comprises six
bays of structure and covers a gross floor
area of 550.15m2. The floor comprises a
cast in-situ floor slab.

1
29th Aug 2003

building. Access to the depot yard is via
the end of Davis Street through steel
gates. The site is enclosed by chain link
fencing with 2m high concrete support
piers and a solid concrete blockwork
boundary wall.
The site area is 0.15ha (0.37 acres).

The building is accessed from the yard
through sliding metal gates. The yard is
used for parking and storage, and there
is a telecommunications mast located
on site. Solid concrete blockwork encloses
the steel-framed pitched roof building
and the roof is clad with galvanised
corrugated sheeting with incorporated
roof lighting. A lean-to building has
been constructed to the rear of the

County WATERFORD

3
29th Aug 2003

4
29th Aug 2003

1. View of Front Entrance. 2. View of Front Elevation of Store Building. 3. Interior View of Store. 4. View of Depot Yard.
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Surveyors Name:

Ray Hestor

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 6071-8

ESB Ref: WD-SS-6071/8

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1
29th Aug 2003

Summary
The property comprises a three-storey
building with rear single storey extension
and a shed building with access to a
rear laneway. The property occupies a
narrow site facing west onto Parnell
Street.
There are two buildings on the site, and
a telecom mast to the rear of the site
located next to a telecom portacabin.
The retail building is a three-storey
two-bay mid-terrace building constructed
in the early 1900s located on Parnell
Street beside Grattan Square in the
centre of Dungarvan. The present use
of the entire property is as an ESB retail
shop and store.
Description & Materials

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP
✔

2, Parnell Street, Dungarvan

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 29th August 2003

elevation is composed of two bays of
glazing with three bays to the shop
front at the ground floor. A solid masonry
external wall with painted rendered nap
plaster finish surrounds plaster mouldings
to the timber sliding sash windows on
the first and second floors. There is a
plaster coat of arms on the façade
between the first floor windows.
The structure consists of solid masonry
walls, with timber floors at first
and second floor level. The roof construction consists of a selected slate roof
finish on timber cut roof construction.
The ground floor consists of a cast insitu floor slab.

2
29th Aug 2003

Shed
The gross floor area of the shed is
41.54m2.
Special Interest - Archaeological
The property is located in an area zoned
archaeological importance.

3
29th Aug 2003

4

County WATERFORD

Retail Shop
The external treatment comprises solid
hardwood timber arched windows
surrounding floor to ceiling glazing to
main showroom area. The front

Ray Hestor

Photographer:

29th Aug 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Terraced Elevation onto Parnell Street. 3. View of Plaster Coat of Arms. 4. Rear View.

371

ESB MAIN CENTRE
Gracedieu Road

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 5631/20

ESB Ref: WD-N-5631/20

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
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Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 23rd August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is located on a large
elevated site overlooking Waterford City
and the River Suir. The entrance is off
Gracedieu Road. The site was acquired
in 1940 and contains seven buildings
and compounds.

2
23rd Aug 2003

Description & Materials
The buildings located on the site
include: an administration building,
a new office building, a canteen and
store building, a garage/store, a line
equipment building,a garage and
a store. In addition there is a 38kV
substation, a 110kV compound, a storage
compound and a pole storage compound.

City Council

The property is situated adjacent to a
brewery and behind a residential terrace
on Gracedieu Road. Located in an area
of steep topography overlooking the
city, the docks and the river, the site has
been considerably redeveloped since it
came into ESB ownership in 1940. Staff
parking is provided for at the front of
the site overlooking the river. Overhead
power lines traverse the site.
3
23rd Aug 2003

Office Building
This is a detached three-storey pitched
roofed with distinctive depressed-hip
gable ends at each end. The building

1
23rd Aug 2003

was constructed in 2000 and stands in
a prominent position towards the rear
of the site overlooking the river and the
city. The architects were Building Consultancy Group.
The main entrance is a distinctive
feature. It is located at first floor level
and accessed by a distinctive pedestrian
bridge from the carpark with a projecting pitched roof bay above at
second floor level. The bridge is constructed of reinforced concrete with
steel nautical style balustrades to each
side, and tiled. The building has a
reinforced concrete frame throughout.
A plaque on the building marks the
official opening of the building by
Minister for Public Enterprise, Mary
O’Rourke T.D., in October 2000.
The building comprises a canteen,
offices, locker rooms, stores and telecom
room. The accommodation to the first
and second floors is generally arranged
in open-plan fashion. The ground floor is
laid out in a cellular arrangement. Circulation is off a central corridor with stairwells at either end. The vertical
circulation is through the two reinforced
concrete stairwells which also act
structurally as shear walls. Eleven bays
of reinforced concrete structure support

WATERFORD

4
23rd Aug 2003

1. Exterior of View of Office Building. 2. View of River from Site. 3. Plaque of Official Opening. 4. Interior View of Offices.
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ESB MAIN CENTRE
Gracedieu Road

5
23rd Aug 2003

reinforced concrete floors and pitched
pre-fabricated roof trusses. The building
envelope is composed of cavity wall
construction with concrete blockwork
and render finish externally. The first
floor windows are treated in ribbon
glazing fashion.

Line Equipment Building/Workshop
This building is located on a courtyard
opposite the garage and between
the administration building and the
offices/canteen.
There is a lean-to roof consisting of
timber roof trusses on timber battens
on profiled metal roof sheet cladding.
It consists of solid concrete blockwork
external walls with dashed plaster
finish. There is a precast concrete capping to the gable end wall. The lean-to
roof is concealed by a high parapet wall.

6
23rd Aug 2003

7
23rd Aug 2003

8

WATERFORD

Store/Canteen & Office
This building is a detached single storey
pitched roofed building with adjoining
monopitched store with an area of
788.3m2. The building provides for
stores, offices and a canteen room.
Structurally the building is composed of
concrete blockwork piers supporting
eight bays of pitched steel trusses.
Three store rooms are provided in
the adjoining store building which is
accessed independently.

Garage
The garage and store is a detached
single storey building located at the
edge of the site. It is composed of steel
trussed roof rafters supported on
external solid concrete blockwork. The
garage is finished in rendered plaster
externally. There is corrugated profiled
galvanised sheet cladding applied to
the roof. The building comprises
garages and stores on an area of
213.32m2.

City Council

Administration Building
This north-east facing administration
building is a detached two-storey, threebay, flat roofed building comprising
offices, a workshop, a stores and toilets
on two levels covering an area of
409.41m2. The external treatment of
the building comprises nap plaster with
rendered blockwork surrounding aluminium framed windows. Structurally
the building comprises concrete blockwork construction on a cast in-situ
concrete plinth supporting timber first
floor joists and a cast in-situ concrete
slab to the roof.
The external treatment comprises
smooth plaster render topped with a
band of soldier course brickwork
with a second floor clerestory of
continuous aluminium curtain walling
incorporating windows and structure as
a dark-grey band under a deeply
overhanging eaves. There is an openplan office on the second floor taking
advantage of the panoramic views. A
suspended ceiling has been applied
throughout.

Date Of Survey: 23rd August 2003

23rd Aug 2003

5. View into Main Yard. 6. View of Administration Building. 7. View of Garage Building. 8. Exterior View of Stores and Canteen Building.
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Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 5632/22

ESB Ref: WD-SS-5632/22

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:
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Record Only

Archaeological (AG)
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✔
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International

Scientific (SC)
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Date Of Survey: 21st August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
A property consisting of a detached fivestorey over basement concrete framed
modern office building. The property
faces northwest onto the Mall in
Waterford opposite the city wall, cathedral
and town hall. The site is bounded to
the side by Bank Lane. The property is
adjoined to one side by Sheridan’s
Garage, which was formerly in the
ownership of ESB.
2
21st Aug 2003

The site was purchased in 1968 and the
property was constructed in 1976.

City Council

Description & Materials
Constructed in a modernist ‘Mies van der
Rohe’ style, the building was the first of
its kind in Waterford. The building consists
of a retail showroom with general office
accommodation on each floor. The basement area is used mainly for storage. The
gross floor area is 2173.6m2. The building
form comprises a rectangular block

1
21st Aug 2003

which rises to five storeys over basement
with a single storey ground floor block
containing the showroom and ground
floor office space.
Structurally the building is composed of
nine bays of reinforced concrete frame
contruction supporting cast in-situ reinforced concrete floor slabs. The external
treatment comprises a brown coloured
aluminium curtain wall glazing system
over an exposed concrete framed plinth.
There is floor to ceiling aluminium framed
glazing with integral flat aluminium
spandrel panels.
The entire property was originally an
area headquarters, ESB retail shop and
depot. This is no longer the case.
The shop is still in use but the staff were
all moved to more suitable accommodation at the new Gracedieu Road
offices in the year 2000. A rear and side
yard provides for staff car parking. The

3
21st Aug 2003

WATERFORD

4
21st Aug 2003

1. View of Front Elevation. 2. View of Main Shop Entrance. 3. View of Main Office Entrance. 4. Interior View of Showroom.
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ESB AREA
HEADQUARTERS
The Mall, Waterford

5
21st Aug 2003

rear yard is enclosed by a 3m high
brown brickwork boundary wall.

The front forecourt is paved with concrete
slabs and is attractively landscaped.

In elevation the building is composed of
a five-storey block of steel, aluminium
and glass cladding with a single-storey
ground floor block to the front accommodating the showroom. This composition
sits elegantly in the location as the site
adjoins a terrace of other commercial
buildings. The reinforced concrete frame
is revealed only at ground level.
However the rhythm of the structure is
expressed on the curtain walling above
dividing into four bays of glazing per
structural bay. This gives a vertical
emphasis to the elevation.

The site area is 0.22ha (0.53 acres).

Date Of Survey: 22nd August 2003

Special Interest - Architectural
This was the first building of its kind to
be constructed in the city employing a
glazed curtain wall system cladding
a reinforced concrete frame.

6
21st Aug 2003

City Council

7

21st Aug 2003

21st Aug 2003

5. Interior View of Reception. 6. View of Landscaped Forecourt. 7. View of Exposed Concrete Structure and Curtain Walling.
8. View of Side Elevation onto Bank Lane.
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Surveyors Name:

MAIN CENTRE
Garrycastle, Athlone

David Naughton

Photographer:

David Naughton

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3104/B

ESB Ref: WM-N-3104/B

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property, built in 1999, is a detached linear two-storey steel-framed building
built on a rectangular plan consisting of
eighteen bays comprising stores, a
garage, toilets and office accommodation. The site is overlooked by the
Garrycastle Road to the south.
The property was designed by Building
Consultancy Group.
2
25th March 2003

County WESTMEATH

3
25th March 2003

Description & Materials
The building comprises two storeys of
offices, a store, garage, workshops,
locker rooms, a double-height telecommunications room with the offices
located off a central corridor on a
rectangular plan. The store and garage
occupy a double-height space with two
mezzanine levels to one end of the
building and the garage can be accessed
from the depot yard independently
from the rest of the building. The south
facing canopy bay provides shading
and shelter to the entrance.
Structurally the building comprises a
steel framed structure. A concrete frame
construction supports a steel truss
spanning the width of the building. The
floors are constructed in precast concrete.

1. View of Front Entrance to Offices. 2. Interior of Main Reception. 3. View of ESB Signage at Entrance.
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1
25th March 2003

The roof is covered with insulated
panels with integrated roof lights over
the five bays. The ground floor consists
of a power floated reinforced concrete
slab.
The elevation is clad with insulated
metal wall panels with integrated aluminium framed double glazed windows.
The entrance elevation is partly clad in
timber panelling. Smooth concrete covered circular stanchions support yellow
painted steel beams at the entrance.
External storage to the rear of the site
provides for poles of various lengths
and for transformer storage. The site is
enclosed by palisade fencing and is
accessed via a motorised sliding gate.
There are 89 staff parking spaces
provided at the front of the site.
A battery and compressor building is
located behind the main building.
There is a telecommunications mast
on top of the building. The enclosed
outdoor area contains lamp, cross-arm
and pole storage.
The building was originally built as a
Regional Headquarters, however, it is
now a ‘Main Centre’.

MAIN CENTRE
Garrycastle, Athlone

4
25th March 2003

Date Of Survey: 25th March 2003

6

7

25th March 2003

25th March 2003

County WESTMEATH

5
25th March 2003

4. Side Elevation to Yard. 5. Front Elevation. 6. Front and Side Elevation. 7. Elevation to Yard.
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View of Front Entrance to Offices, Regional Headquarters, Garrycastle, Athlone.
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Surveyors Name:

Dave Naughton

Field Controller:

Peter Carroll

O.S. Ref: 3036/21

ESB Ref: WM-SS-3036/21

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

1
24th March 2003

Summary
The property is a single storey, ground
floor retail unit, facing onto the main
car park in a large shopping complex
on the outskirts of Athlone. Fronting
onto the main car park, the property is
adjoined on either side by other retail
units and was acquired in 1997.
Description & Materials
The shop is divided into six display
areas with a central viewing walkway
and the customer service desk at the
rear beside the TV demonstration room.
To the rear of the unit are an office, a
store room and toilets. The fire escape is
also located to the back of the shop and
opens onto the rear yard.
A suspended ceiling is applied throughout and this drops at the rear of the
shop over the staff area and store room.
The shop is divided into sections
according to colour and categories of

Dave Naughton

Photographer:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

ESB RETAIL SHOP
Golden Island Shopping Centre,
Athlone

Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 24th March 2003

electrical goods. There is a TV demonstration room located to the rear of the
display area next to the cash desk. Floor
surface consists of tiles and carpeting.
The front elevation is composed of four
bands of rough cast render with smooth
plaster bands between surrounding floor
to ceiling brown aluminium window
frames. There is a high parapet to the
front elevation concealing the roof and
services.
Externally there is a wide public footpath
in front of the shop. The building line of
the front entrance to the shop is
recessed from the footpath at an angle
to provide a sheltered entrance area in
front of the unit. A small loading bay is
provided in front of the shop for
customer use.

2
24th March 2003

4

County WESTMEATH

3
24th March 2003

24th March 2003

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. Front Elevation. 3. Customer Services Counter. 4. Interior View of Showroom.
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ESB RETAIL SHOP
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Castle Street, Mullingar

Dave Naughton

Photographer:

Dave Naughton

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2770/25

ESB Ref: WM-N-2770/25
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Heritage Evaluation:
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International

Scientific (SC)
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Date Of Survey: 25th March 2003

2
25th March 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property was a large site and
contains three buildings and a service
depot area. The three buildings consist
of the following: an ESB showroom, offices
and garage, an area supervisor’s depot
store and line depot, and a two-storey
unit formerly a shop which backs onto
a large garage and depot yard with
access onto Friars Mill Road. The date of
construction of the main structures on
the property is 1970. The property is
now closed.
The property stretches between Castle
Street and Friars Mill Road.

County WESTMEATH

Description & Materials
The property is enclosed to the rear by a
stepped brick wall, random rubble wall
and a high capped wall. Two sets of
double steel gates access the yard. The
depot yard surrounds an adjoining property
on three sides on Friars Mill Lane. There is
also a low level platform in the yard. There
is a 10kV kiosk on the site.

3
25th March 2003

Showroom, Offices & Garage Building
The showroom and offices are accessed
directly from Castle Street. This twostorey building is surrounded by three
and four-storey properties facing west
on a terrace onto Castle Street in the
centre of Mullingar. The ground floor is
used for retail and repairs, and consists of
a showroom, offices, a small canteen
and a garage. The first floor is used as
administration offices.
The ground floor shop front is set back
slightly from the footpath and the first
floor overhangs, forming a sheltered
area at the entrance. The front elevation
onto Castle Street is composed of
brown concrete brickwork with brown
aluminium framed floor to ceiling
glazing windows. Aluminium framed
glazing and panelling is applied to the
first floor. The roof consists of metal
decking. Structurally it consists of a

1. ESB Showroom Elevation to Castle Street. 2. View of Line Depot. 3. View of Area Supervisors Depot Store.
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1
25th March 2003

reinforced concrete frame supporting a
metal deck roof. There is a roller shutter
door to the yard. The gross floor area of
the garage and showroom is 656.5m2.
Area Supervisor’s Depot Store
The area supervisor’s store is located in
a previously renovated cottage. It comprises a single storey, three-bay
symmetrical period cottage with two
chimneys, a pitched roof and a gross
floor area of 98m2. The cottage had
been extended to facilitate a store and
line store at the side. The building faces
north directly onto Friars Mill Road.
The elevational treatment is in a traditional style with timber and window
frames surrounded by smooth plaster
bands and nap plaster finish. The
structure is of solid masonry construction
supporting a pitched timber roof.
Line Depot
This is a detached single storey pitched
roof building on a rectangular plan and
comprises offices, a drying room, tea
room and toilets located off a central
corridor running along the main axis of
the building. The gross floor area of the
line depot is 187.7m2.
Structurally the building is of cavity wall
construction supporting prefabricated
pitched timber trusses with a thrutone
slate finish. External walls area composed
of two leafs of 100mm concrete blockwork with a rough pebble dash render
and a smooth plaster plinth.
The site area is 0.38ha (0.94 acres).

Surveyors Name:

Dave Naughton

Photographer:

Dave Naughton

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 2770/25

ESB Ref: WM-SS-2770/25

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

ESB RETAIL SHOP
Lakepoint Retail Park,
Mullingar

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local
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District

Artistic (AR)

Regional
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National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

1

Technical (T)

24th March 2003

Summary
The property is a modern retail unit
forming part of a larger complex of retail
units in Lakepoint Retail Park on the
outskirts of Mullingar town.

tower at the corner of the building with
ESB signage attached at a high level.
There is a feature suspended metal canopy
over the main entrance which extents
the full length of the building.

The ESB occupies a large ground floor
corner unit in the complex. It is located
at the end of a shopping terrace facing
out onto the main car park.

There are metal bollards on the footpath in front of the shopfronts.

Date Of Survey: 24th March 2003

The property was leased by ESB in 1991.
The retail unit fit-out was designed by
Building Consultancy Group in 2002.

2
24th March 2003

Description & Materials
The shop is divided into various display
areas with a central viewing walkway.
To the rear of the unit are an office,
store room and toilets.

Structurally the building utilises a steel
frame clad in insulated metal panelling
incorporating a blue plane of cladding
surrounding the entrance. There are
floor to ceiling glazing panels on two
sides of the unit framed in grey
aluminium. There is a large feature

4

3

24th March 2003

24th March 2003

5

County WESTMEATH

The space is naturally lit from two sides.
A suspended ceiling is applied throughout
and the ceiling is lowered over the
television and media sales area to
minimise sound transfer.

24th March 2003
1. View of Front Elevation of Retail Shop at Corner of Shopping Centre. 2. View of Shopfront. 3. Interior of Showrooms. 4. Canopy Detail.
5. View of Tower and Side Elevation.
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ESB RETAIL SHOP
& OFFICES
Castle Hill, Enniscorthy

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 5083/17

ESB Ref: WD-SS-5083/17

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)
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Artistic (AR)
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National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 19th August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is an end of terrace threestorey brick clad office building in an
historic location near Enniscorthy Castle
in the heart of Enniscorthy. It is situated
in an area of varying topography with
the property occupying a deep and
narrow site stretching between Castle
Hill and Friary Lane. The property was
acquired by ESB in 1987 and the
building was built in 1989.
2
19th Aug 2003

County WEXFORD

3
19th Aug 2003

Description & Materials
The present use of the entire property is
as a shop with office space provided to
the first and second floor, and to the
rear a workshop, parking and a yard.
There is one three-storey building located on the site with the main entrance
facing northeast onto Castle Hill. The
building comprises workshops, offices,
a showroom and two stairwells, and has
a gross floor area of 665m2. The side
elevation alternates between tall screens
of stretcher course brickwork and glazed
recessed openings framed in brown
aluminium. This has the effect of concealing the openings from view when
the building is observed from an angle.
Structurally the building comprises a
reinforced concrete frame with cast
in-situ reinforced concrete floors. The

1
19th Aug 2003

material choice of brickwork cladding
serves to make a connection between a
neighbouring three-storey redbricked
building to the rear of the unit and the
two-storey redbricked period corner
building on Castle Hill. The brick clad
vertical circulation bay can be read as a
"bookend" to the terrace.
The site incorporates a change of level
to the rear by maintaining the use of
existing stone steps from the yard to
the carpark. The steps provides a right
of way to an adjoining property. The
yard is enclosed by a solid concrete
blockwork wall and a random rubble
wall to the rear. The long elevation of
the building faces a neo-Gothic style
late 19th Century church.
The site area is 0.041ha (0.10 acres).
Special Interest - Architectural
The form of the building has taken
reference from a period property which
it faces on Castle Hill, thus framing the
view of the castle from Castle Hill. The
chamfered corners soften the frame and
directly acknowledge the treatment of
the building opposite, and the context
of the streetscape generally.

4
19th Aug 2003

1. Elevation to Castle Street. 2. View of Shop and Offices Toward Castle. 3. Side Elevation. 4. Interior View of Showroom.
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Photographer:

Peter Carroll
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O.S. Ref: 2814

ESB Ref: WD-N-2814

Architectural
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Record Only

1
22nd Aug 2003

ESB DEPOT
Kilcannon, Dublin Road,
Enniscorthy

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)
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Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a detached two-storey
pitched roofed warehouse on a site at
the rear of a farm supplier’s depot. The
property including the building was
acquired by ESB in 1988. The present
use of the property is as an ESB depot.

the two administration bays and to the
lower level of the store. There is
corrugated metal cladding applied to
the roof with integrated roof lights.
There are timber framed windows applied
throughout and there is a roller shutter
door accessing the store.

Description & Materials
Two-Storey Building
The building comprises two storeys
on a rectangular plan with rear storage
yard and has a gross floor area of 1031m2.
The building comprises a double height
store and garage, locker rooms, offices
and toilets. Structurally the building
comprises a six-bay steel portal frame
with a pitched roof. The external treatment comprises brickwork cladding to

Single Storey Building
There is a single storey building located
on the site which is located to the rear
of a farm supplier’s depot. The rear
compounds are used for external storage
and are enclosed by concrete post and
chain link fencing. There is a bicycle
shed to the rear of the building.

Date Of Survey: 22nd August 2003

2
22nd Aug 2003

The area of the site is 0.63ha
(1.57acres) site.

4

County WEXFORD

3
22nd Aug 2003

22nd Aug 2003

1. View of Main Entrance from Dublin Road. 2. Rear Elevation and Yard. 3. Rear Elevation. 4. Interior View.
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Surveyors Name:

POWER STATION
Great Island
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Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: (T.B.C.)

ESB Ref: (T.B.C.)

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

✔ Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 18th February 2004

✔

✔
✔

Technical (T)

Summary
Great Island is an oil fired power station.
The property is located on the shores of
Waterford Harbour, at the confluence of
the Rivers Barrow, Nore and Suir. The
main Rosslare to Waterford railway line
runs along the northern end of the site.

2
18th Feb 2004

The complex was partly built on land
reclaimed from the sea as a famine
relief project during the 19th Century.
Construction commenced in 1963 with
the first 60MW unit going into service
in December 1967. The first stage of
development was completed in April
1968 when the second unit also of
60MW capacity was synchronised to
the grid.

In addition surrounding the main building
volume are the following external
elements: oil storage farm, cooling water
pump house, cooling water intake
structure/culverts, water treatment house,
chimney stacks, 220kV transformer compound, 110kV transformer compound
building, jetty access bridge and marine
unloading arms.

County WEXFORD

The second stage of development
provided for a further single unit of
120MW and installation of this more
technically advanced generating plant
was completed and commissioned in
May 1972.

Administration Building
The administration block is two-storey
in scale located at the entrance courtyard and extends a further three storeys
to the basement level boiler-house. This
building houses administration offices,
the project office, staff canteen,
laboratories, instrumentation workshop,
locker rooms and basement accommodating plant rooms, and mechanical
and electrical workshops. The staff
canteen on the top floor of the
administration building commands
extensive views to the south and east
with Waterford Harbour clearly visible
in the distance.

Description & Materials
The primary elements of the Power
Station complex comprise: two large
concrete chimney stacks, administration
building, generator hall, boiler house,
engine room and associated plant.

The building is flat roofed with concrete
facing panels and exposed agregate
finish, modular aluminium window
frames and has a pronounced external
structural frame consisting of prutruding
concrete columns.

3
18th Feb 2004

1. View of Power Station from River. 2. Approach View of Power Station. 3. View of Jetty.
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1
18th Feb 2004

POWER STATION
Great Island

4
18th Feb 2004

Generator Hall
The main process is contained in a
single building which varies in volume
and form. It varies between 6-8 storeys
in scale and is clad in white built-up
profiled metal, running the full height
of the building without interruption,
save for the visually light metal clerestory
'ribbon' windows at the junction of
walls and roof which dramatically top
light the generator hall and associated
spaces.
The generator halls roof is supported on
a series of lattice trusses, which combined
with extensive use of clerestory glazing,
results in the appearance of dematerialisation of the large span
members. The lattice theme continues
through to structural columns, bracing
elements and secondary steelwork. The
quality of the articulation and fabrication of these elements is of a high level
design standard and specification.

Water Treatment Building
The water treatment building is twostorey in scale and utilises a steel frame
structure. It is clad in white built-up metal
cladding, with column elements
expressed with translucent glazing.
Process
Great Island is an oil fired power station.
Fuel oil, delivered by sea tanker to the
Station's jetty and pumped to one of
five storage tanks, is heated to 1350
before being pumped to the burners in
each boiler.
Heat from the combustion is absorbed
by water in the boiler tubes that

5
18th Feb 2004

The alternator rotor, which is an electromagnet rotor, spins within the coils of
wire in the stator thus producing
electricity. This electricity is sent to a
transformer to increase its voltage for
transmission to the National Grid.
Background History
ESB opted for a 'sandwich' program for
steam development in the mid to late
1960s against a backdrop of uncertainty
about oil prices. In principle, stations
could be built which would use both
fuels, although this would involve extra
capital expenditure. Even after the
decision had been taken to construct
the first of these new stations at Great
Island, the question of whether coal or
oil was to be used was still undecided.
Construction of the station commenced
in 1963 with the first 60MW unit going
into service in December 1967 and
the second 60MW unit being
opened in April 1968. In 1972 a further
single unit of 120MW was installed.

6
18th Feb 2004

7

County WEXFORD

Exhaust/Chimney Stacks
The two chimney stacks, which are
approximately 138m in height and
visible for many miles around, are
linked to the main building volume by a
series of large scale ducts.

surround the furnace. The water circulates
to the boiler drum where it flashes to
steam. The steam then enters the superheater section of the boiler where
further heat is gained from the flue
gases that leave the combustion
chamber at 1100oC. Steam leaves the
boiler as dry superheated steam
through pipework to the turbine. Live
steam enters the turbine through
control valves and is directed on to
blades fixed to the shaft. Energy in the
steam dissipates while passing through
the turbine thus rotating the shaft,
which is coupled to the alternator rotor.
Steam is then condensed by water from
the nearby Barrow and Suir rivers. The
condensate is pumped back to the
boiler through a boiler feed pump and
feed heating system, thus conserving
water and increasing efficiency.

Date Of Survey: 18th February 2004

18th Feb 2004

4. View of Complex from Jetty. 5. Cooling Water Busmain adjacent to Cooling Water Pump House. 6. Interior of Cooling Water Pump House.
7. Detail of Power Station Clerestory Fenestration.
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POWER STATION
Great Island
(Continued)

Date Of Survey: 18th February 2004

8
18th Feb 2004

The main contractor was the Cementation Co. (Ireland) and the structural
steelwork was carried out by J & C
McGloughlin.

9

Special Interest - Architectural
The architectural expression of the
building reflects the industrial process
based approach of the architectural
solution, exemplified by the high level
clerestory glazing to generating hall
with its steel lattice trusses and
associated elements.

The expression of the entrance building
is of a modernist design, of exposed
concrete frame with infill timber glazed
screens and localised textured and
self-coloured masonry block. Spandrel
areas at floor levels are clad in tiled
mosaic. There is a strongly expressed
cylindrical roof light above parapet level
at the entrance foyer. This element
provides natural light to the stair
volume which features a terrazzo clad
in-situ concrete helical stairs.

18th Feb 2004

County WEXFORD
390

10
18th Feb 2004

11

12

18th Feb 2004

18th Feb 2004

8. View of Administration Building, Generator Hall and Stores. 9. Administration Building Façade Detail.
10. Trussed Column Detail. 11. View of Generator Hall. 12. Administration Building Helical Stairs.

POWER STATION
Great Island
(Continued)

13
18th Feb 2004

Special Interest –
Scientific/Environmental
The best international practices in
environmental management have been
adopted at Great Island. Systems of
monitoring and treatment are in place
while new silencers have been installed
to reduce noise levels.
Great Island was the first ESB station to
adopt an effluent treatment system for
boiler and air heater washes. Water discharged from the plant is also treated in
a neutralising and settling tank, before
being discharged safely back into the
environment. Licensed disposal companies dispose of solid waste matter. An
environmental management group was
established to apply for ISO 14001
maximum environmental accreditation
and to increase staff awareness of the
crucial importance placed on the care
and protection of the environment, this
was awarded in 1999.

Date Of Survey: 18th February 2004

possible and by providing employment
including use of contractors and
temporary staff during major work
periods. During the construction more
than 350 people were employed on the
site with the total capital investment at
the time amounting to £14 million.
The station is a strong supporter of local
initiatives, sponsoring local schools,
sporting clubs and other civic organisations, as well as various charity events.
14
18th Feb 2004

15
18th Feb 2004

16

17

18th Feb 2004

18th Feb 2004

County WEXFORD

Special interest - Social
The station has been an integral part of
the surrounding local community
since its original commissioning.
It contributes to the local economy by
purchasing Irish made materials when

13. Generator Hall and Gantry Crane. 14. Mechanical Plant. 15. Structural Bracing Detail. 16. Detail of Oil Farm. 17. T2101 Transformer.
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ESB RETAIL SHOP,
OFFICE & DEPOT
Verosland, New Ross

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 5322/16

ESB Ref: WD-N-5322/16

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 20th August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a detached single storey
three-bay building built in 1981 on a
depot site with parking and storage facilities
on the main Wexford Road opposite a
residential development.

2
20th Aug 2003

County WEXFORD

3
20th Aug 2003

The property is in a suburban location
above the town in the older Irishtown
quarter. The building was built to
replace the function of earlier older
premises in Robert Street where ESB
had been previously. The earliest purchase
date of the property is 1976. The
architects were ESB International.
Description & Materials
The building consists of three connecting
pitched roof bays comprising a timber
cut roof. The first two bays consist of
depot accommodation and the third
bay contains a retail shop with workshop
and stores to the rear. The main
building line is expressed as a dividing
wall which separates the public from
the ESB service realm. This wall forms
the front of the building for the first two
bays to which the bays appear built
onto. The wall extends across the entire
site frontage and is interrupted only by
the service gates to the left-hand side
and by the third bay projecting forward
for the main entrance and retail shop.
Each bay is defined by a protruding

4
20th Aug 2003

1. Front Elevation. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. Interior View of Showroom. 4. Gable Detail.
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1
20th Aug 2003

concrete beam at eaves level. The gable
to the shop projects forward and is
substantially glazed to highlight the
function of the retail shop within.
Internally the shop is one large space.
There is no attic and the roof structure is
constructed as a cathedral-like a shape
following the line of the roof. Elsewhere
ceilings are flat suspended modular grid.
The building is constructed of fair-faced
concrete bricks.
The building is set back from the road
by a car parking area and is raised above
the car park level by a concrete paced
platform accessed by wide steps at each
end. The area in front of this platform
is softened/bordered by landscape
borders and accessed by steps
At the rear of the building there is an
enclosed service and stores yard enclosed
by mainly concrete block boundary wall
and chain link fence accessed by a large
two-leafed gate on the left-hand side of
the main building.
The total area of the site is 0.39ha
(0.95 acres).
Special Interest - Architectural
The showroom is a large single volume
space with a cathedral ceiling and glazed
gable wall. Also of interest are the projecting beams at each bay gable corner.

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 5451/17

ESB Ref: WD-SS-5451/17

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Technical (T)

20th Aug 2003

Date Of Survey: 20th August 2003

The property forms part of the waterfront
terrace. The property is adjoined on
either side by a two-storey and fourstorey building and the site is
overlooked by and adjoining fourstorey property.
The total area of the site is 0.11ha
(0.3acres).

Description & Materials - Depot
The front elevation comprises of a
boundary wall, two storeys with three
sash style windows to the ground floor
and a large double height folded metal
door opening. The lower level is clad
with a band of grey incorporating double
hung sash style windows to the window
openings. The high level wall area
above is finished in render painted a red
colour.

2
20th Aug 2003

County WEXFORD

Structurally the buildings are of solid
concrete blockwork construction with
cast in-situ reinforced concrete floor
and roof slabs. The gross floor area of
the two-storey shop/office is 273m2
and the gross floor area of the store
buildings is 253m2. Both the doors and
windows are framed in hardwood.

Commercial Quay, Wexford

Social (SO)

1

Summary
The property is a terraced, single and
two-storey depot and shop building on
a site near the centre of Wexford town
overlooking the waterfront. The present
use of the entire property is as an ESB
retail shop and depot with the shop
situated on an adjoining property on
Common Quay. The depot was constructed in 1971.

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

ESB RETAIL SHOP,
OFFICE & DEPOT

3
20th Aug 2003

1. View of Main Entrance. 2. View of Street Context. 3. Doors Detail in Service Yard.
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ESB RETAIL SHOP
& OFFICE
Common Quay Street, Wexford

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 5451/17

ESB Ref: WX-N-5451/17

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local
District

Architectural (A)

✔ Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 20th August 2003

2
20th Aug 2003

Technical (T)

1
20th Aug 2003

Summary
The property is an end of terrace, twostorey pitched roof redbrick building. It
is designed in the Victorian style and is
elegantly proportioned. It is located on
Common Quay Street adjoining another
ESB premises on Commercial Quay to
the rear. The present use of the
property is as an ESB retail shop and
administration building. The building
was constructed in 1877 and acquired
by ESB in 1982.

elevation. Structurally the building comprises solid concrete blockwork wall
construction with internal gypsum plaster
finish and rendered nap plaster external
finish supporting timber cut roof trusses.
The floor comprises a solid cast in-situ
concrete slab.

Description & Materials
The building comprises a showroom,
offices toilets over two storeys. The
stairwell is located at the rear corner of
the building and has a gross floor area
of 272m2. The side door opens onto a
market enclosure lining up with the
main axis. The external treatment
consists of a smooth plaster render to
the elevation with bands of horizontal
cornicing. Plaster mouldings surround
the hardwood timber framed windows.
The gable end frames the front

Special Interest - Architectural
This Victorian Builing dated 1877, is
a protected structure and retains much
of its original features including ornate
Corinthian mouldings to ceiling of
showroom. The showroom has had many
uses, one of which was as a dance hall
prior to its existing use.

The rear of the property adjoins the
yard and can access the merchandise
sales stores there.
The site area is 0.016ha (0.04 acres).

County WEXFORD

3
20th Aug 2003

4
20th Aug 2003

1. Front Elevation and Street Context 2. View from the Bullring Through Market to Side Elevation 3. Gable Date Detail 4. View of Showroom
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ESB DEPOT
Castle Park, Arklow

Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 4428/11

ESB Ref: WW-N-4428/11

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 20th August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The property consists of a detached
single storey flat roof building and
service yard facing east onto Castle Park
in Arklow town. It is situated near the
junction with Hall’s Lane, and the
building is located at the front of the
site. There is a customer car parking
area at the main entrance.

2
20th Aug 2003

The present use of the entire property is
as an ESB depot and the date of original
construction was 1978.
Description & Materials
The building comprises shop, offices,
canteen, stores and toilets in a single storey
building which has a later addition to
the front of the showroom. The external
treatment comprises beige coloured
brickwork surrounding floor to ceiling
glazing to shop front consisting of
power coated aluminium framed
double glazed windows. There is a

1
20th Aug 2003

pedemented parapet feature over the
main entrance to the shop, with a
smooth render band at high level. There
is attractive brickwork detailing around
the main entrance.
Structurally the building is composed of
cavity wall construction, inner leaf
blockwork, outer leaf brickwork supporting
a timber trussed roof with blue/black
fibre cement slates. The floor comprises
a power floated concrete floor slab.The
front of the shop and the new store are
later additions.
The site is enclosed by a brickwork
boundary wall with supporting brickwork
piers and palisade fencing to the rear
boundary. There is an enclosed compound area to the rear enclosed by
concrete post and chain link fencing.
There are sporting rights over the property.
The total site area is 0.26ha (0.635 acres).

County WICKLOW

3
20th Aug 2003

4
20th Aug 2003

1. Front Elevation onto Castle Park. 2. Frontage of Depot and Main Access. 3. Rear Elevation. 4. Internal Elevation.
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Surveyors Name:

Donal Walsh

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3568/13

ESB Ref: WW-N-3568/13

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

1

Donal Walsh

Photographer:

ESB DEPOT
Boghall Road, Bray

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)
Technical (T)

Date Of Survey: 19th April 2004

19th April 2004

Summary
The property consists of two flat roof
buildings and a depot yard, one an administration building and the other a
workshop/stores building located at the
rear of the site. The site is located in an
industrial estate on the Boghall Road in
Bray, Co. Wicklow. The buildings were
constructed in 1974.
Description & Materials
Administration Building
A flat roofed detached single storey
building comprising offices, a kitchen
and toilets located off a central corridor.
The administration building has a gross
floor area of 246m2. Structurally the
building comprises of concrete blockwork construction supporting a flat cast
in-situ concrete roof. The external treatment comprises nap plaster rendered
concrete block work surrounding aluminium framed vertically sliding windows.

In addition to the buildings there is a
pole training area along with storage
compounds and parking enclosed within
the boundary of the site. Also located
on the site are petrol tanks, pumps and
two portable storage cabins. Staff parking
is provided to the front surrounded by
landscaped areas.

2
19th April 2004

The total site area is 0.49ha (1.22 acres).

3
19th April 2004

4

County WICKLOW

Workshop/Store
This building is a six-bay flat roofed
store building located to the rear of
the site and adjoins the workshops.
The building accommodation consists
of a large storage area with office on a
rectangular plan. Walls consist of concrete

blockwork and concrete blockwork
piers supporting the double T-roof beams.
The store is accessed through large folding
metal doors. Smooth plaster bands are
located to the top and bottom band of
the elevation and surrounding door
openings. Adjoining the store building
is the single storey flat roofed workshop
building which comprises stores, workshops
and toilets. This building is located
perpendicularly to the store building.
The gross floor area of the workshop/
store is 486m2.

19th April 2004

1. Main Entrance into Depot from Boghall Road. 2. Front Elevation. 3. Rear Elevation. 4. Depot Yard.
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ESB SHOP
110 Main Street, Bray

Surveyors Name:

Caroline O’Riordan

Photographer:

Caroline O’Riordan

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3617/03

ESB Ref: WW-SS-3617/03

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only
Local

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 8th January 2004

Technical (T)

Summary
The property is a two-storey end of
terrace flat roofed building on a narrow
plan located in the centre of Bray on the
corner of Main Street and Herbert Road.
The property adjoins a two and threestorey retail terrace. The present use of
the entire property is as a shop and the
property was constructed in 1974.

2
8th Jan 2004

Description & Materials
The building is modern in appearance
and comprises a shop, offices, a store, a
canteen and toilets with a rear yard.
The gross floor area is 222m2. There are
public stairs located beside the cash office
and the external stairs to first floor are
located in the yard.

1
8th Jan 2004

Structurally the building is constructed
of solid concrete blockwork supporting
concrete and timber floors and roof
with a felted finish.
The exterior finishes comprise painted
smooth render walls and a black painted
concrete plinth. The shopfront incorporates floor to ceiling black coloured
aluminium framed glazing at ground
floor level with large white coloured PVC
windows to first floor level.
A yard to the rear is enclosed by a 3m
high masonry wall.
The building has a total area of 0.015ha
(0.04 acres).

County WICKLOW

3
8th Jan 2004

4
8th Jan 2004

1. Front Corner Elevation to Main Street. 2. Shopfront to Herbert Road. 3. Side Elevation to Herbert Road. 4. Interior of Showroom.
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Turlough Hill Pumped Storage Hydro Electric Power Station, Co. Wicklow - View of Intake Tower at Upper Reservoir.
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Surveyors Name:

PUMPED STORAGE
HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Turlough Hill, Wicklow Gap

Eugene Boyle

Photographer:

Eugene Boyle

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 3018 & 3020 ESB Ref: WW-PG-3018 & 3020
Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Categories
of Special Interest:

Record Only

Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National
International

Historical (H)

✔ Scientific (SC)

✔
✔

✔
✔

Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 11th February 2004

2
11th Feb 2004

Technical (T)

✔

Summary
Turlough Hill is a ‘pumped storage’
hydro electric power station, the only
one of its kind in Ireland. It consists of
a massive underground chamber housing
the power station, a lower reservoir, the
construction of an artificial lake on a
mountain top and the building of
tunnels through the mountain. The
major elements are a pressure shaft,
tailrace tunnel, access tunnel and underground powerhouse equipped with
four 73MW reversible pump turbines
providing a total of 292MW and 220kV
switch yard.
The property is located on the Wicklow
Gap four miles from Glendalough and
approximately thirty seven miles south
of Dublin.

County WICKLOW

3
11th Feb 2004

Formal approval in principal for the
scheme was sought from the government in the spring of 1967. Approval
was forthcoming, with a requirement
that the environmental impact of the
development be reduced to a minimum.
Preliminary work on the site was carried
out in late 1968 and early 1969. The
main contracts for the civil engineering
and generation were awarded in June
1969, and work began the following

1
11th Feb 2004

autumn. In December 1973, the first of
the station’s four generating units went
into operation and the station has been
fully operational since the summer of
1974.
Description & Materials
The primary elements of the complex
comprise entrance area and associated
ancillary buildings, the lower reservoir
which is a natural lake, the upper
reservoir which is man-made, and the
underground cavern which houses the
power station deep inside Turlough Hill.
The entrance area comprises the administration building, ancillary services buildings,
220kV compound and the entrance to
the access tunnel serving the main cavern.
Administration Building
The administration building is two storeys
in scale and executed in a modernist
style. The first floor accommodation is
cantilevered over the ground plane
locally and clad in a combination of
exposed aggregate finished concrete
and zinc sheet metal. The cantilevered
and inclined geometry of the ends of
the building along with the recessed
glazed entrance lobby reduce its
massing and allow the surrounding

4
11th Feb 2004

1. End View of Administration Building. 2. View of Administration Building in Landscape. 3. Entrance to Cavern Tunnel. 4. Upper Reservoir.
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PUMPED STORAGE
HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Turlough Hill, Wicklow Gap
5
11th Feb 2004

landscape to dominate the setting. The
exposed aggregate concrete finish is
repeated on ancillary buildings, entrance
gate piers and walls, both unifying the
scheme visually and anchoring it in the
landscape. The exposed aggregate
concrete is skilfully articulated by the
use of ropes in the shuttering process
which lends a subtle texturing to the
material further de-materialising the
visual impact of the man-made intervention, echoing the predominant
palette of the rock and heather of the
surrounding landscape.
Lower Reservoir
Adjacent to the entrance building is the
lower reservoir comprising Lough Nahanagan, a natural lake which is harnessed
to drive the huge machines which act as
both pumps and turbines in the pumpedstorage project. The tail-race structure on
the lake side announces the end of the
7.2m diameter concrete lined tailrace
tunnel leading from the cavern deep
inside the hill.

The generating hall houses the pony
motor/generators and is dramatically
overlooked by the control room at high
level which is expressed as a projecting
window in the end wall of the space.
Ancillary spaces house the main unit
transformer, 10kV switchgear, control
panels and relays. The top of the
excavated cavern is visible from the roof
above the generating hall.
Approximately half the volume of the
overall cavern is located below the
generating hall and is occupied by a series

of floors housing the motor/generators,
pump turbines and turbine inlet valves
and associated ancillary equipment.
Pump Turbines
The reversible pump turbines are fed
through a single pressure shaft and
single tailrace tunnel both excavated in
granite. The machines can also operate
as synchronorous condensers in either
direction. The machine governors are
electro-hydraulic with load control and
joint control of all machines.
Upper Resevoir
The artificial upper reservoir has a
capacity of 2.3 million m3 of water and a
maximum operating depth of 19.4m.
It is formed partly by excavation and
partly by the use of the excavated
material in the construction of a ringshaped rock filled embankment.
Its construction involved the removal
of almost 1 million m3 of peat from the
mountain top, the excavation of approximately 2.5 million tonnes of rock, the
construction of an embankment nearly
a mile in length and up to 30m in
height, and the laying of 40 acres
(16.2ha) of waterproof lining. An asphalt
concrete lining covers the floor, inner
slopes and crest. A ring-shaped underfloor drainage gallery is provided at the
front of the inner slope of the
embankment to collect and monitor any
seepage through the asphalt concrete
lining.

6
11th Feb 2004

7
11th Feb 2004

Intake Tower
The intake tower of the upper reservoir is
connected to the reversible pump
turbines in the cavern via a 4.8m
diameter steel lined single pressure shaft.

8

County WICKLOW

Power Station
At the end of the access tunnel deep
inside the hill, lies the cavern. This
houses the Power Station which is 82m
long, 23m wide, 30m in height and
located 15m below low water level of
the lower reservoir.

Date Of Survey: 11th February 2004

11th Feb 2004

5. Lower Reservoir. 6. Façade to Administration Building. 7. Control Room. 8. Generating Hall.
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PUMPED STORAGE
HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Turlough Hill, Wicklow Gap
(Continued)
Date Of Survey: 11th February 2004

9
11th Feb 2004

Special Interest Architectural/Technical
The building of Turlough Hill can be
seen as a major innovation in civil engineering in Ireland. It can be regarded
as the most impressive piece of civil
engineering undertaken by ESB since
the construction of Ardnacrusha.

10
11th Feb 2004

Special Interest Archeological/Historical
As long ago as 1800, large scale mining
began in this area for copper, lead and
zinc. These workings began on the Lough
Nahanagan side of Camaderry Mountain
and were called the Luganure Mines. The
water of Lough Nahanagan was used to
drive water wheels which in turn operated
pumps to drain excess water from the
mines. Today, long after the mines have
ceased operation, the water of the same
Lough Nahanagan is being harnessed to
drive the huge machines which act as
both pumps and turbines in this ESB
pumped storage project.

The power station is located at Wicklow
Gap four miles from Glendalough, where
the hermit Saint Kevin founded a monastic
site of learning and pilgrimage in the 6th
Century. The new road built to carry
machinery and equipment to the top of
the mountain, is one of the highest
usable roads in Ireland and provides one
of the finest panoramic views of the
Wicklow Mountains. Crossing this modern
roadway is the path taken by one of
Wicklows oldest roads, the pilgrimage
route to Glendalough known as St. Kevin’s
Road. The road originally connected
Valleymount and Glendalough, a distance
of 11 miles, and was probably built
between the 8th and 12th Centuries, the
peak period for the monastery at
Glendalough. A section of the road was
excavated by archaeologists from the
National Museum at the request of ESB.
The excavated section is on permanent
view to the public.

County WICKLOW

11
11th Feb 2004

12
11th Feb 2004

9. Top of Excavated Cavern. 10. Generator. 11. Intake Tower. 12. Access into Site and Transformer Compound.
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PUMPED STORAGE
HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER STATION
Turlough Hill, Wicklow Gap
(Continued)
13
11th Feb 2004

Special Interest Scientific/Environmental
ESB demonstrated concern for the
environment in the selection of materials
used in the construction, from the reseeding of the works at the top of the
hill, as well as carefully planning the
visual elements of the scheme and
segregating them from those that are
hidden or integrated with the natural
landscape. Special care was also taken
with the erection of the power lines so
they would not become a prominent
feature impeding the panoramic views
from the mountain.

As this daily peak period lasts for a
relatively short time, it means that
without a pumped storage station such
as the one in Turlough Hill, expensive
generating plant would otherwise be
out of operation for many hours.
Another consideration is the time
required to "warm up" conventional oil
or coal generating plant. This can take
several hours. Pumped storage helps
solve these problems and makes the
total system both more economic and
more flexible. Greater economy of operation is achieved because generating
capacity from other stations can be
used at periods of low demand to
pump water from the lower lake to the
upper reservoir where it is ready for use
when demand increases. The most

modern and efficient stations on the
system can be used for this purpose.
Greater flexibility is achieved because the
generators in a pumped storage scheme
can be synchronised on to the system
within seconds, providing power quickly
to meet peak or sudden demand for
electricity.
It should be stressed that a pumped
storage station is not a net energy
contributor to a power system. Its basic
function is not to generate electricity
but to translate electricity generated at
one point at time into power supplied
at a subsequent point in time. It is
expensive, not only because the plant
involved is massive, but also because
of the inherent inefficiency of such a
mechanism. This inefficiency occurs in
all energy conversion processes
Even in the most efficient thermal stations
currently operational, only approximately
40% of the calorific energy contained in
the fuel is delivered as power to the grid.
In the case of a pumped storage unit, oil
or coal is converted into electricity at a
thermal station. The electricity is used to
pump water uphill to a storage station.
The water is released to drive turbines
which provide an output of power as
required, but in the process a further
energy loss occurs.
A

14
11th Feb 2004

ESB Archive and Heritage Source.

15
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Pumped StorageA
A pumped storage scheme like Turlough
Hill enables ESB to make the most
economic and flexible use of its system.
Electricity cannot be stored in large
quantities and it is required by the end
user the moment the switch is pressed.
ESB must generate electricity to meet
the varying demands of any one day
and must have sufficient generating
capacity to meet the highest point of
demand in any 24-hour period.

Date Of Survey: 11th February 2004

11th Feb 2004

13. Upper Resevoir. 14. Control Panel. 15. View of Water Treatment Plant.
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Surveyors Name:

Peter Carroll

Photographer:

Peter Carroll

Field Controller:

Judith Doherty

O.S. Ref: 4020/15+

ESB Ref: WW-N-4020/15+

4020/20

ESB DEPOT

Architectural
Heritage Evaluation:

Bachelor’s Walk, Wicklow

Record Only

4020/20
Categories
of Special Interest:

✔ Archaeological (AG)

Local

Architectural (A)

District

Artistic (AR)

Regional

Cultural (C)

National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)
Social (SO)

Date Of Survey: 22nd August 2003

Technical (T)

Summary
The site consists of a small two-storey
depot building and yard occupying a corner
facing onto the Leitrim River. There is a
two-storey store building and an adjoining
lean-to single storey staff facility unit at
the back of the site. The property is
located near the Parnell footbridge on
Bachelor’s Walk and the buildings were
constructed in 1959.
2
22nd Aug 2003

County WICKLOW

3
22nd Aug 2003

Description & Materials
The buildings are of simple masonry construction with nap plaster render finish
to the blockwork walls. The lean-to roof
is covered with corrugated metal
sheeting incorporating perspex roof
lights over toilets and locker room. The
windows are framed in hardwood and
have metal security panels. The buildings
are located against the rear boundary
and comprise toilets and locker room in
a lean-to structure next to a two-storey
flat roofed store building having a gross
floor area of 157m2.
The present use of the entire property
is as an ESB depot. This corner site is
accessed by steel framed double
entrance gates with wire mesh cladding.
The site is enclosed by a stone random

1. View of Depot from River Bank. 2. Main Access into Building. 3. Depot Yard.
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22nd Aug 2003

rubble wall with partial plaster finish
and precast concrete capping.
The total area of the site is 0.04ha
(0.1acres)
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ESB RETAIL SHOP,
OFFICE & DEPOT
“The Arches”,
Main Street, Wicklow

Archaeological (AG)

✔ Architectural (A)
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National

Historical (H)

International

Scientific (SC)

✔
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Summary
The property consists of a terraced
three-bay four-storey vernacular Irish
style commercial building with rear yard
and is located in the centre of Wicklow
town. The property was acquired by ESB
in 1993.
Description & Materials
The building comprises of one fourstorey building consisting of a showroom
on the ground floor, storage rooms to
the basement and office space to the
first and second floors. Structurally the
building comprises solid masonry wall
supporting solid cast in-situ concrete
floor slabs and timber roof construction
with blue/black slates.

The site stretches between Main Street
and South Quay and occupies part of a
formerly separate plot.
The present use of the entire property is
as an ESB retail shop and depot.
The upper floors are used as offices. Part
of the property is let to a third party,
The People Newspaper.
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The total area of the site is 0.04ha
(0.113 acres)
Special interest - Historical
The property is located near a
freestanding monument in the centre
of the town erected in memory of the
late Captain R.C. Halpin for his achievements in telegraphy.
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The front elevation is three storeys in
scale, composed of three bays and
adjoins two-storey commercial and
residential premises on either side. It
consists of a traditional style shop-front
with selected hardwood timber frame
applied to the ground floor and with
automatic doors accessing the showroom.

The remaining windows are double
glazed and framed in aluminium. The
showroom occupies the entire ground
floor of the original structure and has
exposed brickwork and a suspended
ceiling. A circular opening in the
brickwork reveals a stained glass panel
specially designed for ESB.

18th Aug 2003

1. View of Main Street Façade. 2. Rear Elevation. 3. Interior of Showroom. 4. Internal Window Detail.
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